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RICHARD     I. 

§7;<?  HJSg'i1  preparations  for   the  'crufade — - — Sets  out 

on  the  crufade Tra'nfacliOns  in  Sicily—      Kings 

arrival  in  Pale/line State  of  Pale/line Dif- 

"orders  in  England. — —The   king's  heroic  actions  in 

Paleftine— His    return  from  Falefiine Cap* 

tivity  in  Germany— — -War  with  France— — The 

■king*s    deli-very- return    to    England^ IVar 

with   France Death and  charade  >    of  the 

king  <— — Mifcellaneous  trunf actions  of  this  reign. 


rr,  "^HE  compim&ion  of  Richard  for  his  undutiful  c  u  ap 

1  behaviour  towards  his  father  was  durable,  and  X. 
influenced  him  in  the  choice  of  his  minifters  and  K-4^^m^^ 
fervants  after  his  acceffion.  Thofe  who  had  fecond* 
ed  and  favoured  his  rebellion,  inltead  of  meeting 
with  that  trud  and  honour  which  they  expected,  were 
furprifed  to  find  that  they  lay  under  difgrace  with  the 
new  king,  and  were  on  all  occafions  hated  and  de- 
Vol.  II.  B  fpifed 
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CHAP,  fpifed  by  him.     The  faithful   minifters   of  Henry, 
x*       who  had  vigoroufly  oppofed  all  the  enterprifes  of  his 
jjga      fons,  were  received  with  open  arms,  and  were  con- 
tinued in  thofe  offices  which  they  had  honourably  dif- 
charged   to  their   former   mailer  \     This  prudent 
conduct  might  be  the  refult  of  reflection  j  but  in  a 
prince,  like  Richard,  fo  much   guided  by  paflion, 
and  fo  little  by  policy,  it  was  commonly  afcribed  to 
a  principle  Mill  more  virtuous  and  more  honourable. 
Richard,  that  he  might  make  atonement  to  one 
parent  for  his  breach  of  duty  to  the  other,  imme- 
diately fent  orders   for  releafing  the  queen-dowager 
from    the  confinement  in  which  me  had  long  been 
detained  j  and  he  entrusted  her  with  the  government 
of  England  till  his   arrival   in  that  kingdom.     His 
bounty  to  his  brother  John  was  rather  profufe  and 
imprudent.     Befides  bellowing  on  him  the  county 
of  Mortaigne  in  Normandy,  granting  him  a  penfion 
of  four  thoufand  marks  a  year,   and  marrying  him 
to  Avifa  the  daughter   of  the  earl  of  Glocefier,  by 
whom  he  inherited  all  the  poiTeffions  of  that  opulent 
family,    he  increafed  his  appanage,  which  the  late 
king   had  deftined  him,  by  other  extenfive  grants 
and  conceilions.     He  conferred  on  him  the  whole 
eftate  of  William  Peverell,  which  had  efcheated  to 
the  crown  :  He  put  him  in  poifellion  of  eight  caftles, 
with  all  the  forefts  and  honours  annexed  to  them  : 
He  delivered  over  to  him  no  lefs  than  fix  earldoms, 
Cornwal,  Devon,  Somerfet,    Nottingham,   Dorfet, 
Lancalter,  and  Derby  :    And  endeavouring,  by  fa- 
vours, to  fix  that  vicious  prince  in  his  duty,  he  put 
it  too  much  in  his  power,  whenever  he  pleafed,  to 
depart  from  it. 
f  he  king's       The  king,  impelled  more  by  the  love  of  military 
prep?ra:,     glory  than  by  fuperiiition,  acted,  from  the  begin- 

tionforthe  Q.      J     r  .  .         i         J         -r    .      r  ,  r        c  w 

crufade.      nmg  of  his  reign,   as  it  the  iole  purpole  ox  his  go- 
vernment had  been  the  relief  of  the  Holy   Land, 

*  Hoveden,  p.  6^5.    Bened.  Abb-  p.  J47-    M.  Paris,  p.  107. 
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and  the  recovery  of  Jerufalem  from  the  Saracens.  c  H  A  p* 
This  zeal  againlt  infidels,  being  communicated  ^-^^j 
to  his  fubjeels,  broke  out  in  London  on  the  day  of  1189. 
his  coronation,  and  made  them  find  a  crufade  lefs 
dangerous,  and  attained  with  more  immediate  pro- 
fit. The  prejudices  of  the  age  had  made  the  lend- 
ing of  money  on  interefl  pafs  by  the  invidious 
name  of  ufury :  Yet  the  neceflity  of  the  practice 
had  ftill  continued  it,  and  the  greater  part  of  that 
kind  of  dealing  fell  every  where  into  the  hands  of 
the  Jews ;  who,  being  already  infamous  on  account 
of  their  religion,  had  no  honour  to  lofe,  and  were 
apt  to  exercifea  profeilion,  odious  in  itfelf,  by  every 
kind  of  rigour,  and  even  fometimes  by  apine  and 
extortion.  The  induftry  and  frugality  of  this  peo- 
ple had  put  them  in  poffeffion  of  all  the  ready 
money,  which  the  idienefs  and  profufion  common 
to  the  Englifh  with  other  European  nations,  enabled 
them  to  lend  at  exorbitant  and  unequal  intereft. 
The  monkifh  writers  reprefent  it  as  a  great  flain  on 
the  wife  and  equitable  government  of  Henry,  that 
he  had  carefully  protected  this  infidel  race  from  all 
injuries  and  infults ;  but  the  zeal  of  Richard  afford- 
ed the  populace  a  pretence  for  venting  their  animo- 
fity  againft  them.  The  king  had  iflued  an  edict 
prohibiting  their  appearance  at  his  coronation  ,  but 
fome  of  them  bringing  him  large  prefents  from  their 
nation,  prefumed,  in  confidence  of  that  merit,  to 
approach  the  hall  in  which  he  dined :  Being  dif- 
covered,  they  were  expofed  to  the  infults  of  the 
byftanders ;  they  took  to  flight ;  the  people  pur- 
fued  them  ;  the  rumour  was  lpread,  that  the  king' 
had  iflued  orders  to  mafiacre  all  the  Jews ;  a  com- 
mand fo  agreeable  was  executed  in  an  inftant  on 
fuch  as  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  populace  ;  thofe 
who  had  kept  at  home  were  expofed  to  equal  dan- 
ger ;  the  people,  moved  by  rapacity  and  zeal,  broke 
into  their  houies,  which  they  plundered,  after  having 
murdered  the  owners ;  where  the  Jews  barricadoed 

B  2  their 
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their  doors  and  defended  themfelves  with  vigouf9 
the  rabble  fet  fire  to  the  houfes,  and  made  way 
H89.  through  the  flames  to  exercife  their  pillage  and  vio- 
lence ;  the  ufual  licentioufnefs  of  London,  which 
the  fovereign  power  with  difficulty  reftramed,  broke 
out  with  fury,  and  continued  thefe  outrages ;  the 
houfes  of  the  richeil  citizens,  though  Chriftians,  were 
next  attacked  and  plundered  ;  and  wearinefs  and 
fatiety  at  Iaft  put  an  end  to  the  diforder  :  Yet,  when 
the  king  impowered  Glanville,  the  jufticiary,  to 
inquire  into  the  authors  of  thefe  crimes,  the  guilt 
was  found  to  involve  fo  many  of  the  mod  confider- 
able  citizens,  that  it  was  deemed  more  prudent  to 
drop  the  profecution  ;  and  very  few  fuffered  the 
punifhment  due  to  this  enormity.  But  the  diforder 
/lopped  not  at  London.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
other  cities  of  England,  hearing  of  this  Daughter  of 
the  jews,  imitated  the  example  :  In  York,  five 
hundred  of  that  nation,  who  had  retired  into  the 
caflle  for  fafety,  and  found  themfelves  unable  to 
defend  the  place,  murdered  their  own  wives  and 
children,  threw  the  dead  bodies  over  the  walls  upon 
the  populace,  and  then  fetting  fire  to  the  houfes, 
perifhed  in  the  flames.  The  gentry  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, who  were  all  indebted  to  the  Jews,  ran 
to  the  cathedral,  where  their  bonds  were  kept,  and 
made  a  folemn  bonfire  of  the  papers  before  the 
altar.  The  compiler  of  the  Annals  of  Waverley, 
in  relating  thefe  events,  bleffes  the  Almighty  for 
thus  delivering  over  this  impious  race  to  de^ 
flruction  b. 

The  ancient  fituation  of  England,  when  the  peo- 
ple pofTeffed  little  riches  and  the  public  no  credit, 
made  it  impoffible  for  fovereigns  to  bear  the  ex- 
pence  of  a  fteady  or  durable  war  even  on  their 
frontiers  ;  much  Iefs  could  they  find  regular  means 
for  the  fupport  of  diftant  expeditions  like  thofe  into 

b  Gale's  Colled.  voLiii.  p.  165. 
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Paleftine,  which  were  mere  the  refulr  of  popular  CHAP, 
frenzy  than  of  fober  reafon  or  deliberate  policy.  x- 
Richard,  therefore,  knew  that  he  mud  carry  with 
him  all  the  treafure  neceffary  for  his  enterprife,  and 
that  both  the  remotenefs  of  his  own  country  and  its 
poverty  made  it  unable  to  furniih  him  with  thofe 
continued  fupplies  which  the  exigencies  of  fo  pe- 
rilous a  war  mud  necefTarily  require.  His  father 
had  left  him  a  treafure  of  above  a  hundred  thouiand 
marks  ;  and  the  king,  negligent  of  every  confi- 
deration  but  his  prefent  object,  endeavoured  to  aug- 
ment this  mm  by  all  expedients,  how  pernicious 
foever  to  the  public,  or  dangerous  to  royal  authority. 
He  put  to  fale  the  revenues  and  manors  of  the 
crown ;  the  offices  of  greatefl  truft  and  power,  even 
thofe  of  forefler  and  fherifY,  which  anciently  were  fo 
important c,  became  venal ;  the  dignity  of  chief 
juiticiary,  in  whofe  hands  was  lodged  the  whole  ex- 
ecution of  the  laws,  was  fold  to  Hugh  de  Puzas, 
bifhop  of  Durham,  for  a  thoufand  marks  ;  the  fame 
prelate  bought  the  earldom  of  Northumberland  for 
life d ;  many  of  the  champions  of  the  crofs,  who 
had  repented  of  their  vow,  purchafed  the  libertv  of 
violating  it ;  and  Richard,  who  flood  lefs  in  need 
of  men  than  of  money,  difpenfed,  on  thefe  condi- 
tions, with  their  attendance.  Elated  with  the  hopes 
of  fame,  which  in  that  age  attended  no  wars  but 
thofe  againft  the  infidels,  he  was  blind  to  every 
other  confideration  ;  and  when  fome  of  his  wifer 
minifters  objected  to  this  diflipation  of  the  revenue 
and  power  of  the  crown,  he  replied,  that  he  would 
fell  London  itfelf  could  he  find  a  purchafer  e.  No- 
thing indeed  could  be  a  flronger  proof  how  negli- 
gent he  was  of  all  future  intereif s  in  companion  of 
the  crufade,  than  his  felling,  for  fo  fmall  a  fum  as 

c  The  Iheriffhad  anciently  both  the  admmiftration  of  uiftice  and 
the  management  of  the  king's  revenue  committed  to  him  in  the 
county.     See  Hale  a/Sheriff's  Account, 

<i  M.  Paris,  p.  109.        e  W.Heming,  p.  519.  lynyghton,  p  540** 
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CHAP.  10,000  marks,  the  vaiTalage  of  Scotland,  together 
_^'_  with  the  fortrerTes  of  Roxburgh  and  Berwick,  the 
jrg5.  greaterl  acquifition  that  had  been  made  by  his  fa- 
ther during  the  courfe  of  his  victorious  reign ;  and 
his  accepting  the  homage  of  William  in  the  ufual 
terms,  merely  for  the  territories  which  that  prince 
held  in  England  f.  The  Englifh,  of  all  ranks  and 
Hations,  were  opprefled  by  numerous  exactions : 
Menaces  were  employed,  both  againfl  the  innocent 
and  the  guilty,  in  order  to  extort  money  from  them  : 
And  where  a  pretence  was  wanting  againfl  the  rich, 
the  king  obliged  them,  by  the  fear  of  his  difplea- 
fure,  to  lend  him  funis  which,  he  knew,  it  would 
never  be  in  his  power  to  repay. 

But  Richard,  though  he  facrificed  every  intereft 
and  confideration  to  the  fuccefs  of  this  pious  enter- 
prife,  carried  fo  little  the  appearance  of  fanctity  in 
his  conduct,  that  Fulk,  curate  of  Neuilly,  a  zealous 
preacher  of  the  crufade,  who  from  that  merit  had 
acquired  the  privilege  of  fpeaking  the  boldefl  truths, 
advifed  him  to  rid  himfelf  of  his  notorious  vices, 
particularly  his  pride,  avarice,  and  voluptuoufnefs, 
which  he  called  the  king's  three  favourite  daughters. 
Tcu  counfel  well;  replied  Richard,  and  I  hereby  dlf- 
fofe  of  the  jirfi  to  the  Templars,  of  the  fecond  to  the 
Benedictines,  and  of  the  third  to  my  prelates. 

Richard,  jealous  of  attempts  which  might  be 
made  on  England  during  his  abfence,  laid  prince 
John,  as  well  as  his  natural  brother  Geoffrey  arch- 
bifhop  of  York,  under  engagements,  confirmed  by 
their  oaths,  that  neither  of  them  mould  enter  the 
kingdom  till  his  return  ;  though  he  thought  proper, 
before  his  departure,  to  withdraw  this  prohibition. 
The  adminiitration  was  left  in  the  hands  of  Hugh 
bifhop  of  Durham,  and  of  Longchamp  bifhop  of 
Ely,  whom  he  appointed  judiciaries  and  guardians 
of  the  realm.    The  latter  was  a  Frenchman  of  mean 

£  Hoveden,  p.  662-    Rymer,  vol.  i.  p.  64.    M.  Weft,  p.  ■7.57. 
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birth,  and  of  a  violent  character  ;  who  by  art  and 
addrefs  had  infmuated  himfelf  into  favour,  whom 
Richard  had  created  chancellor,  and  whom  he  had  "^nig7 
engaged  the  pope  alfo  to  hived  with  the  legantine 
authority,  that,  by  centering  every  kind  of  power  in 
his  perfon,  he  might  the  better  enfure  the  public 
tranquillity.  All  the  military  and  turbulent  fpirits 
flocked  about  the  perfon  of  the  king,  and  were  im- 
patient to  diftinguifli  themfelves  againft  the  infidels 
in  Afia  ;  whither  his  inclinations,  his  engagements, 
led  him,  and  whither  he  was  impelled  by  meffages 
from  the  king  of  France,  ready  to  embark  in  this 
enterprife. 

The  emperor  Frederick,  a  prince  of  great  fpirit 
and  conduct,  had  already  taken  the  road  to  Paleftine 
at  the  head  of  150,000  men,  collected  from  Ger- 
many and  all  the  northern  ftates.  Having  fur- 
mounted  every  obftacle  thrown  in  his  way  by  the 
artifices  of  the  Greeks  and  the  power  of  the  infidels, 
he  had  penetrated  to  the  borders  of  Syria  ;  when, 
bathing  in  the  cold  river  Cydnus  during  the 
greateft  heat  of  the  fummer  feafon,  he  was  feized 
with  a  mortal  diftemper,  which  put  an  end  to  his 
life  and  his  raih  enterprife  s.  His  army,  under  the 
command  of  his  fon  Conrade,  reached  Palefline  ; 
but  was  fo  diminifhed  by  fatigue,  famine,  maladies, 
and  the  fword,  that  it  fcarcely  amounted  to  eight 
thoufand  men  ;  and  was  unable  to  make  any  pro- 
gress againft  the  great  power,  valour,  and  conduct 
of  Saladin.  Thefe  reiterated  calamities  attending  the 
crufades  had  taught  the  kings  of  France  and  Eng- 
land the  neceffity  of  trying  another  road  to  the  Holy 
Land  ;  and  they  determined  to  conduct  their  armies 
thither  by  lea,  to  carry  provifions  along  with  them, 
and  by  means  of  their  naval  power,  to  maintain  an 
open  communication  with  their  own  ftates,  and  with 
the  weftern  parts  of  Europe.     The  place  of  rendez- 

t  Bened.  Abb.  p.  556. 
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C  H  A.  p.  vous  was  appointed  in  the  plains  of  Vezelay  on  the 
borders  of  Burgundy" :   Philip  and  Richard,  on  ther? 
II(?0.       arrival  there,    found  their  combined  army  amount 
ajthjune    to  io:;,ooo  men'  j    a  mighty  force,   animated  with 
glory  and  religion,  conducted  by  two  warlike   mo- 
narbhs,  provided  with  every  thing  which  their  fe- 
veral  dominions  could  fupply,    and  not  to  be  over- 
come but  by  their  own  mifconduct,  or  by  the  un~ 
furmountable  obftacles  of  nature. 
King  fets        The   French   prince  and   the   Englifh    here   He- 
out  on  the  }teratec[  their  promifes  of  cordial  friendfhip,  pledged 
their   faith   not   to   invade   each   other's  dominions 
during  the  crufade,  mutually  exchanged   the  oaths 
of  all  their  barons  and  prelates  to  the   fame  effecl:, 
and  fubjecled  themfelves  to  the  penalty  of  interdicts 
and  excommunications,  if  they  fnould  ever  violate 
this  public   and  lolcmn  engagement.      They  then 
feparated  ;  Philip  took  the  road  to  Genoa,   Richard 
that  to  Marfeilles,    with  a  view   of  meeting   their 
fleets,  which  were  feverally  appointed  to  rendezvous 
|4th  Sept.  jn  thefe  harbours.     They  put  to  fea ;    and,  nearly 
about  the  fame  time,    were  obliged,   by  flrefs  of 
weather,  to  take  fhelter  in  Meffina,  where  they  were 
detained  during  the  whole  winter.     This  incident 
laid  the  foundation  of  animofities  which  proved  fa- 
tal to  their  enterprife. 

Richard  and  Philip  were,  by  the  fituation  and 
extent  of  their  dominions,  rivals  in  power  ;  by  their 
age  and  inclinations,  competitors  for  glory  ;  ancl 
thefe  caufes  of  emulation  which,  had  the  princes 
been  employed  in  the  field  againft  the  common 
enemy,  might  have  ftimulated  them  to  martial  en- 
terprifes,  loon  excited,  during  the  prefent  leifure 
and  repofe,  quarrels  between  monarchs  of  fuch  a 
fiery  character.  Equally  haughty,  ambitious,  in- 
trepid, and  inflexible,  they  were  irritated  with  the 
leaft  appearance  of  injury,  and  were  incapable,  by 

h  Hoveden,  p.  660.  »  Vinifauf,  p.  305. 
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mutual  condefcenfior.s,    to   efface   thofe   caufes   of  c  HA  p. 
complaint  which  unavoidably  arofe  between  than.  ^     '  _, 
Richard,    candid,    ilncere,    undefigning,   impolitic,      llj0. 
violent,   laid  himfelf  open,    en  every   occafion,  to 
the  deilgns  of  his  antagonist  ;  who,  provident,  in- 
terefled,  intriguing,   failed  rot   to  take   all  advan- 
tages againft   him:     And  thus,  both    the  circum- 
fiances  of  their  difpofition  in  which  they  were  fimi- 
lar,  and  thofe  in  which  they  differed,    rendered  it 
imp<:flible  for  them  to   perfevere  in  that  harmony 
which  was  fo  neceffary  to  the  fucceis  or  their  under- 
taking. 

The   lad  king  of  Sicily  and  Naples   was  Wil-  Jranfic- 

o  j  r  tions  111 

liarri  II.  who  had  married  Joan,  filler  to  Richard,  siuiy. 
and  who,  dying  without  iiTue,  had  bequeathed  his 
dominions  to  his  paternal  aunt  Conftantia,  the  only 
legitimate  defcendant  furviving  of  Roger,  the  hrifc 
fovereign  of  thofe  ftates  who  had  been  honoured 
with  the  royal  title.  This  princefs  had,  in  expec- 
tation of  that  rich  inheritance,  been  married  to 
Henry  VI.  the  reigning  emperor  k ;  butTancred,  her 
natural  brother,  had  fixed  fuch  an  intereft  among 
the  barons,  that,  taking  advantage  of  Henry's  ab- 
fence,  he  had  acquired  polfchT  n  of  the  throne,  and 
maintained  his  claim,  by  force  of  arms,  againft  all 
the  efforts  of  the  Germans  J.  The  approach  of  the 
cruiaders  naturally  gave  him  apprehenfions  for  his 
unliable  government  :  and  he  was  uncertain,  whe- 
ther  he  bad  molt  reafon  to  dread  the  prefence  of 
the  French  or  of  the  Engliih  monarch.  Philip  was 
engaged  in  a  Uriel:  alliance  with  the  emperor  his 
competitor  ;  Richard  wras  difgufted  by  his  rigours 
towards  the  cjueen  dowager,  whom  the  Sicilian 
prince  had  confined  in  Palermo  ;  became  (he  had 
pppofed  with  all  her  intcreil  his  fuccefliori  to  the 
crown.  Tancred,  therefore,  fenfible  of  the  pre- 
sent neceffity,  reiolved  to  pay  court  to  both  theie 

&  Bened.Abb,  p.  580.  1  Koveckn,  p  663. 
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C  H  A  P.  formidable  princes ;  and  he  was  not  unfuccefsfu! 
in  his  endeavours.     He  perfuaded  Philip  that  it  was 

~  ztfo.  highly  improper  for  him  to  interrupt  his  enter- 
prife  againft  the  infidels,  by  any  attempt  againft  a 
Cfrriftian  Hate  :  He  reftored  queen  loan  to  her  li- 
berty ;  and  even  found  means  to  make  an  alliance 
with  Richard,  who  itipulated  by  treaty  to  marry 
his  nephew,  Arthur,  the  young  duke  of  Britanny, 
to  one  of  the  daughters  of  Tancred  m.  But  be- 
fore thefe  terms  of  friendship  were  fettled,  Richard, 
jealous  both  of  Tancred  and  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Meilina,  had  taken  up  his  quarters  in  the  fuburbs, 
and  had  poffefFed  himfelf  of  a  fmall  fort,  which 
commanded  the  harbour  ;  and  he  kept  himfelf  ex- 

|1€5So-  tremely  on  his  guard  againft  their  enterprifes.  The 
citizens  took  umbrage.  Mutual  infuks  and  attacks 
palTed  between  them  and  the  Englifh  :  Philip,  who 
had  quartered  his  troops  in  the  town,  endeavoured 
to  accommodate  the  quarrel,  and  held  a  conference 
with  Richard  for  that  purpofe.  While  the  two 
kings,  meeting  in  the  open  fields,  were  engaged  in 
difcourfe  on  this  fubjecl,  a  body  of  thofe  Sicilians 
feemed  to  be  drawing  towards  them  ;  and  Richard 
pufhed  forwards,  in  order  to  inquire  into  the  reafon 
of  this  extraordinary  movement n.  The  Englifh,  in- 
folent  from  their  power,  and  inflamed  with  former 
animofities,  wanted  but  a  pretence  for  attacking  the 
Memnefe  :  They  foon  chafed  them  off  the  field, 
drove  them  into  the  town,  and  entered  with  them 
at  the  gates.  The  king  employed  his  authority  to 
reftrain  them  from  pillaging  and  maifacring  the  de- 
fencelefs  inhabitants  ;  but  he  gave  orders,  in  token 
of  his  victory,  that  the  ftandard  of  England  mould 
be  erected  on  the  walls.  Philip,  who  considered 
that  place  as  his  quarters,  exclaimed  againft  the 
infttlt,  and  ordered  fome  of  his  troops  to  pull 
down  the  ftandard  :   But  Rdchard  informed  him  by 

•n  Hoveden,  p.  C76,  677,     Bened  Abb.  p.  615. 
a  Bened,  Abb    p.  608. 
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a  mefienger,  that,  though  he  himfelf  would  will- 
ingly remove  that  ground  of  offence,  he  would  not 
permit  it  to  be  done  by  others  ;  and  if  the  French  1190 
king  attempted  fuch  an  infult  upon  him  he  mould 
not  fucceed  but  by  the  utmoft  effufion  of  blood. 
Philip,  content  with  this  fpecies  of  haughty  fub- 
miffion,  recalied  his  orders  ° :  The  difference  was 
feemingly  accommodated  ;  but  frill  left  the  remains 
of  rancour  and  jealoufy  in  the  breads  of  the  two 
monarchs. 

Tancred,  who,  for  his  own  fecurity,  defired  to 
inflame  their  mutual  hatred,  employed  an  artifice 
which  might  have  been  attended  with  confequences 
{till  more  fatal.  He  fhowed  Richard  a  letter,  figned  "9Xi 
by  the  French  king,  and  delivered  to  him,  as  he  pre- 
tended, by  the  duke  of  Burgundy ;  in  which  that 
monarch  defired  Tancred  to  fall  upon  the  quarters 
of  the  EngliiTi,  and  promifed  to  afiifl  him  in  putting 
them  to  the  fword,  as  common  enemies.  The  un- 
wary Richard  gave  credit  to  the  information  ;  but 
was  too  candid  not  to  betray  his  difcontent  to  Philip, 
who  abfolutely  denied  the  letter,  and  charged  the  Si- 
cilian prmce  with  forgery  and  falfehood.  Richard 
either  was,  or  pretended  to  be,  entirely  fatisfied  p. 

Lest  thefe  jealoufies  and  complaints  mould  mul- 
tiply between  them,  it  was  propofed,  that  they 
fhould,  by  a  folemn  treaty,  obviate  all  future  dif- 
ferences, and  adjufi  everv  point  that  could  pollibly 
hereafter  become  a  controverfy  between  them.  But 
this  expedient  (farted  a  new  dii'pute,  which  might 
have  proved  more  dangerous  than  any  of  the  fore- 
going, and  which  deeply  concerned  the  honour  of 
Philip's  family.  When  Richard,  in  every  treaty 
with  the  late  king,  infilled  lb  (trenuoufly  on  being 
allowed  to  marry  Alice  of  France,  he  had  only 
fought  a  pretence  for  quarrelling  ;  and  never  meant 
to  take  to  his  bed  a  prmceis  lufpecl:ed  of  a  criminal 

°  Hoveden,  p.  674.      p  Ibid.  p.  688.     Bened.  Abb.  p.  64-,  643. 
Brampton,  p.  1195. 
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C  H  A  p.  amour  with  his  own  father.  After  he  became  mailer, 
«_T_,  he  no  longer  fpake  of  that  alliance  :  He  even  took 
tia%.  meafur.es  for  efpoufing  Berengaria,  daughter  of 
Sanchez  king  of  Navarre,  with  whom  he  had  be- 
come enamoured  during  his  abode  inGuienne9; 
Queen  Eleanor  was  daily  expected  with  that  princefs 
at  Medina  r  :  And  when  Philip  renewed  to  him  his 
applications  for  efpoufmg  his  fifter  Alice,  Richard 
was  obliged  to  eive  h;ni  an  abfolute  refufal.  It  is 
pretended  by  Hoveden,  and  other  hiftorians  s,  that 
he  was  able  to  produce  fuch  convincing  proofs  of 
Alice's  infidelity,  and  even  of  her  having  born  a 
child  to  Henry,  that  her  brother  defined  from  his 
applications,  and  chofe  to  wrap  up  the  difnonour  of 
his  family  in  filence  and  oblivion.  Ic  is  certain, 
from  the  treaty  itfelf,  which  remains  l,  that  what- 
ever were  his  motives,  he  permitted  Richard  to  give 
his  hand  to  Berengaria  -9  and  having  fettled  all  other 
controversies  with  that  prince,  he  immediately  fet 
fail  for  the  Holy  Land.  Richard  awaited  fome  time 
the  arrival  of  his  mother  and  bride  ;  and  when  they 
joined  him,  he  feparated  his  fleet  into  two  fqua- 
drons,  and  fet  forward  on  his  enterprife.  Queen 
Eleanor  returned  to  England  ;  but  Berengaria,  and 
the  queen  dowager  of  Sicily,  his  niter,  attended 
him  on  the  expedition  u. 

The  Engliili  fleet,  on  leaving  the  port  of  Mef- 
fina,  met  with  a  furious  temped ;  and  the  fquadron 
on  which  the  two  princelTes  were  embarked,  was 
sithApril.  driven  on  the  coaft  of  Cyprus,  and  fome  of  the 
veffels  were  wrecked  near  LimhTo  in  that  ifland. 
Ilaac,  prince  of  Cyprus,  who  afhimed  the  mag- 
nificent title  of  emperor,  pillaged  the  fnips  that 
were  {branded.,  threw  the  leamen  and  paffengers  into 
prifon,  and  even  refufed  to  the  princefles  liberty,  in 
their  dangerous  fituation,  of  entering  the  harbour  of 

1  Vinifauf,  p.  316.  r  M.Paris,  p.  112.  Trivet,  p.  102.  W. 
Heming,  p.  5^9.  s  Hoveden,  p.  688.  l  Rymer,  vol.  i.  p.  69. 
Chron.dc  Dunft.  p.  44.         u  Ikiicd.  Abb.  p.  644. 
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LimifTo.     But   Richard,    who   arrived   foon   after, 
took  ample  vengeance  on  him  for  the  injury.     He 
difembarked  his  troops ;     defeated  the  tyrant,  who      ,i9I 
oppofed  his   landing ;    entered  LimifTb    by  ftoxm ; 
gained  next  day  a  fecond  victory ;    obliged  Il'aac  to 
Surrender  at  difcretion  ;    and  eitablifhed  governors 
over  the  iiland.     The  Greek  prince,   being  thrown 
into  prifon  and  loaded  with  irons,    complained  of 
the  little  regard  with  which  he  was  treated :    Upon 
which,    Richard   ordered  filver  fetters  to  be  made 
for   him ;    and   this   emperor,  pleafed  with  the  dil'- 
tin&ion,  expreffed  a  fenfe  of  the  generofity  of  his 
conqueror  w.     The  king   here  efpoufed  Berengaria,  nth  May 
whoj    immediately  embarking,    carried  along  with 
her  to  Palefline  the  daughter  of  the  Cypriot  prince  ; 
a   dangerous  rival,    who  was  believed   to  have   fe- 
duced   the  affections   of  her  hufband.     Such  were 
the  libertine  character  and  conduct  of  the   heroes 
engaged  in"  this  pious  enterprife ! 

The  Englifh  army  arrived  in  time  to  partake  in  The 
the  glory  of  the  fiege  of  Acre  or  Ptolemais,  which  fines  a 
had  been  attacked  for  above  two  years  by  the  united  icttine. 
force  of  all  the  Chriftians  in  Palefline,  and  had  been 
defended  by  the  utmoft  efforts  of  Saladin,  and  the 
Saracens.  The  remains  of  the  German  army,  con  • 
dueled  by  the  emperor  Frederic,  and  the  feparate 
bodies  of  adventurers  who  continually  poured  in 
from  the  Weft,  had  enabled  the  king  of  Jeruialem 
to  form  this  important  enterprife  K :  But  Saladin, 
having  thrown  a  Itrong  garrilbn  into  the  place  under 
the  command  of  Caracos,  his  own  malter  in  the 
art  of  war,  and  moleftins;  the  bef:e2.-ers  with  conti- 
nual  attacks  and  fallies,  had  protracled  the  fuccefs 
of  the  enterprile,  and  wafted  the  force  of  his  ene- 
mies. The  arrival  of  Philip  and  Richard  infpired 
new  life  into  the  Chriftians ;  and  thefe  princes, 
acting  by  concert,  and  iharing  the  honour  and  dan- 

w  Ik'ne<l.  Abb.  p.  §jo.     Ann.  WAverl.  p.  -,6a-    Vinifauf,  p.  jt8. 
W.  Hcmins  p.  523.  *  Vinifauf,  p.  *6y.  3.71.  2.-9. 
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CHAP,  ger  of  every  action,  gave  hopes  of  a  final  victory 
over  the  infidels.  They  agreed  on  this  plan  of 
1191.  operations :  When  the  French  monarch  attacked 
the  town,  the  Englifh  guarded  the  trenches  :  Next 
day,  when  the  Englifh  prince  conducted  the  affault, 
the  French  fucceeded  him  in  providing  for  the 
fafety  of  the  afiailants.  The  emulation  between 
thofe  rival  kings  and  rival  nations  produced  extra- 
ordinary acts  of  valour  :  Richard  in  particular,  ani- 
mated with  a  more  precipitate  courage  than  Philip, 
and  more  agreeable  to  the  romantic  fpirit  of  that 
age,  drew  to  himfelf  the  general  attention,  and  ac- 
,  quired  a  great  and  fplendid  reputation.  But  this 
harmony  was  of  fhort  duration ;  and  occafions  of 
difcord  icon  arofe  between  thefe  jealous  and  haughty 
princes. 

Stateof  The  family   of  Bouillon,    which  had  firft  been 

placed  on  the  throne  of  Jerufalem,  ending  in  a  fe- 
male, Fulk,  count  of  Anjou,  grandfather  to  Henry 
II.  of  England,  married  the  heirefs  of  that  king- 
dom, and  tranfmitted  his  title  to  the  younger 
branches  of  his  family.  The  Anjevin  race  ending 
alfo  in  a  female,  Guy  de  Lufignan,  by  efpoufing 
Sibylla,  the  heirefs,  had  fucceeded  to  the  title  ;  and 
though  he  loft  his  kingdom  by  the  invafion  of  Sa- 
ladin,  he  was  Hill  acknowledged  by  all  the  Chrift- 
ians  for  king  of  jerufalem y.  But  as  Sibylla  died 
without  iffue,  during  the  fiege  of  Acre,  Ifabella,  her 
younger  filter,  put  in  her  claim  to  that  titular  king- 
dom, and  required  Lufignan  to  refign  his  preten- 
tions to  her  hufband  Conrade  marquis  of  Mont- 
ferrat.  Lufignan,  maintaining  that  the  royal  title 
was  unalienable  and  indefeazable,  had  recourfe  to  the 
protection  of  Richard,  attended  on  him  before  he 
left  Cyprus,  and  engaged  him  to  embrace  his  caufe  z. 
There  needed  no  other  reafon-  for  throwing  Philip 
into  the  party  of  Conrade ;    and  the  oppofite  views 

y  Vinifauf,  p.  a8».  *  Trivet,  p.  134.    Vinifauf,  p.  342* 
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of  thefe  great  monarchs  brought  faclion  and  difien-  C  1-1  A 
fion  into  the  Chriilian  army,    and  retarded  all  its  v^^  _^ 
operations.     The  Templars,    the  Genoefe,  and  the      1I9I. 
Germans,    declared  for  Philip  and  Conrade  ;    the 
Flemings,  the  Pifans,  the  knights    of  the  hofpital 
of  St.  John,    adhered   to  Richard    and  Lufignan. 
But  notwithftanding  thefe  difputes,  as  the  length  of 
the  liege  had  reduced  the  Saracen  garrifon  to  the 
lad  extremity,  they  furrendered  themftlves  prifon-  nth;... 
ers ;    ftipulated,  in  return  for  their  lives,  other  ad- 
vantages to  the  Chnflians,    fuch  as  the  reftoring  of 
the  Chriifian  prifoners,    and    the  delivery   of  the 
wood  of  the  true  crofs  a ;  and  this  great  enterprife, 
which  had  long  engaged  the  attention  of  all  Europe 
and  Aha,  was  at  lafl,  after  the  iofs  of  300,000  men, 
brought  to  a  happy  period. 

But  Philip,  inftead  of  purfuing  the  hopes  of  far- 
ther conqueit,  and  of  redeeming  the  holy  city  from, 
ilavery,  being  difgufted  with  the  afcendant  aliumed 
and  acquired  by  Richard,  and  having  views  of  many- 
advantages  which  he  might  reap  by  his  prefence  in 
Europe,  declared  his  refolution  of  returning  to 
France  ;  and  he  pleaded  his  bad  date  of  health  as 
an  excufe  for  his  defertion  of  the  common  caufe. 
He  left,  however,  to  Richard,  ten  thoufand  of  his 
troops,  under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy ;  and  he  renewed  his  oath  never  to  com- 
mence hoftilities  againlt  that  prince's  dominions 
during  his  abfence.  But  he  had  no  fooner  reached 
Italy  than  he  applied,  it  is  pretended,  to  pope  Ce- 
leftine  III.  for  a  difpenfation  from  this  vow  ;  and 
when  denied  that  requeft,  he  frill  proceeded;  though 
after  a  covert  manner,  in  a  project,  which  the 
prefent    fituation    of  England    rendered    inviting, 

a  This  true  crofs  was  loft  in  the  battle  of  Tiberiade,  to  which  it 
had  been  carried  by  the  crufaders  for  their  protection.  Rigord,  an 
author  of  that  age,  fays,  that  after  this  difmal  event,  all  the  children 
who  were  born  throughout  all  Chriftendom,  had  only  twenty  or 
twenty-two  teeth,  inftead  of  thirty  or  thirty  two,  which  was  their 
former  complement,  p.  14. 

and 
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CHAP  and  which  gratified,  in  an  eminent  degree,  both  llii 
refentment  and  his  ambition. 

Immediately  after  Richard  had  left  England^ 
Diforders    and  begun  his  tnarch  to  the  Holy  Land,  the  two  pre- 
iand    "      ^ates5  whom    he    had  appointed   guardians    of   the 
realm,  broke  out  into  animofities  againft  each  other^ 
and    threw  the  kingdom   into  combuftion.     Long- 
champ,  prefnmptuous  in  his   nature,  elated  by  the 
favour  which  he  enjoyed  with  his  matter,  and  armed 
with  the  legantine  comrniffion,  could  not  fubmit  to 
an  equality  with  the  bifhop  of  Durham  :    He  even 
went  fo  far  as  to  arreft  his   colleague,    and  to   ex- 
tort    from   him    a  resignation    of    the    earldom   of 
Northumberland,  and  of  his  other  dignities,  as  the 
price  of  his  liberty  b.     The  king,  informed  of  thefe 
diflenfions,  ordered,  by  letters  from  Marfeilles,  that 
the  biihop  mould  be  reinltated  in  his  offices  ;    but 
Longchamp   had   ftill  the  boldnefs  to  refufe  com- 
pliance, on  pretence  that  he  himfelf  was  better  ac= 
quainted  with  the  king's  fecret  intentions c.      He 
proceeded  to  govern  the  kingdom  by  his   fole  au- 
thority ;    to  treat  all  the  nobility  with  arrogance ; 
and   to  difplay  his  power  and  riches  with  an  invi- 
dious oftentation.     He  never   travelled  without   a 
iirong  guard  of  fifteen  hundred  foreign  foldiers,  col- 
lected from   that    licentious  tribe  with   which    the 
age  was    generally  infefted :    Nobles   and   knights 
were  proud  of  being  admitted  into  his  train  :    His 
retinue  wore  the  afpeft  of  royal  magnificence  :  And 
when,  in  his  progrefs    through   the  kingdom,  h.6 
lodged  in  any  monaftery,   his  attendants,  it  is  faid? 
were  fufficient  to  devour,  in  one  night,  the  revenue 
of  ieveral  years  ''.     The  king,  who  was  detained  in 
Europe  longer  than  the  haughty  prelate  expected, 
hearing  of   this  oftentation,  which    exceeded   even 
what  the  habits  of  that  age  indulged  in  ecclefiaftics ; 

b  Hoveden,     p.  66c.     Knyghton,  p.  2403.  c  W.  Heming. 

p.  52.3.  d  Hoveden,  p.  62o.     Bcned.  Abb.  p.  6»6.  700, 

Broihptohj  p.  1193. 
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being  alfo  informed  of  the  infolent  tyrannical  con- 

■  duel  of  his  minifler ;  thought  proper,  to  reftrain 
his  power  :    He  fent  new  orders,  appointing  Walter  T19I] 

.  archbifhop   of   Roiien,   William    Marefhal    earl   of 

■  Strigul,  Geoffrey  Fitz-Peter,  William  Briewere,  and 
Hugh  Bardolf,  counfellors  to  Longchamp,  and 
commanding  him  to  take  no  meafure  of  import- 
ance without  their  concurrence  and  approbation. 
But  fuch  general  terror  had  this  man  impreffed  by 
his  violent  conduct,  that  even  the  archbifhop  of 
Roiien  and  the  earl  of  Strigul  durfl  not  produce 
this  mandate  of  the  king's ;  and  Longchamp  ftili 
maintained  an  uncontrolled  authority  over  the  na- 
tion.    But  when  he  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  throw 

..into,  prifon  Geoffrey  arch  bifhop  of  York,  who  had 
oppofed  his  meafures,  this  breach  of  ecclefiadicai 
privileges  excited  fuch  an  univerfal  ferment,  that 
prince  John,  difgufted  with  the  fmall  mare  he  pof- 
feffed  in  the  government,  and  perfonally  difobliged 
by  Longchamp,  ventured  to  fummon,  at  Reading, 
a  general  council  of  the  nobility  and  prelates,  and 
cite  him  to  appear  before  them.  Longchamp 
thought  it  dangerous  to  entruit  his  perfon  in  their 
hands,  and  he  fhut  himfelf  up  in  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
don ;  but  being  foon  obliged  to  furrender  that 
fortrefs,  he  fled  beyond  fea,  concealed  under  a  fe- 
male habit,  and  was  deprived  of  his  offices  of  chan- 
cellor and  chief  jufticiary  ;  the  laft  of  which  was 
conferred  on  the  archbifhop  of  Roiien,  a  prelate  of 
prudence  and  moderation.  The  commiiiion  of  le- 
gate, however,  which  had  been  renewed  to  Long- 
champ by  pope  Celeiline,  (till  gave  him,  notwith- 
standing his  abfence,  great  authority  in  the  king- 
dom, enabled  him  to  difturb  the  government,  and 
forwarded  the  views  of  Philip,  who  watched  every 
opportunity  of  annoying  Richard's  dominions.  That 
monarch  firil  attempted  to  carry  open  war  into  Nor- 
mandy ;  but  as  the  French  nobility  refufed  to  follow 
him  in  an  invafion  of  a  itate  which  they  had  fworn 
Vol.  II.  C  to 
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CHAP,  to  protect,  and  as  the  pope,  who  was  the  general 
x-     t  guardian  of  all  princes  that  had   taken  the  crofs, 

"°7T^I~"  threatened  him  with  ecclefiaflical  cenfures,  he  de- 
fifted  from  his  enterprife,  and  employed  againft  Eng- 
land the  expedient  of  fecret  policy  and  intrigue.  He 
debauched  prince  John  from  his  allegiance ;  pro- 
mifed  him  his  filler  Alice  in  marriage  ;  offered  to 
give  him  pofleffion  of  all  Richard's  tranfmarine  do- 
minions; and  had  not  the  authority  of  queen  Eleanor, 
and  the  menaces  of  the  Englifh  council  prevailed 
over  the  inclinations  of  that  turbulent  prince,  he  was 
ready  to  have  crolfed  the  feas,  and  to  have  put  in  ex- 
ecution his  criminal  enterprifes. 

The  king's      The  jealoufy  of  Philip  was  every  moment  ex- 

SSwUi80"  c*tec*  ky  tne  glory  which  the  great  actions  of  Rich- 
Palcftine.  ard  were  gaining  him  in  the  Eaft,  and  which,  being 
compared  to  his  own  defertion  of  that  popular  caufe, 
threw  a  double  luftre  on  his  rival.  His  envy, 
therefore,  prompted  him  to  obfcure  that  fame  which 
he  had  not  equalled  ;  and  he  embraced  every  pre- 
tence of  throwing  the  moft  violent  and  molt  impro- 
bable calumnies  on  the  king  of  England.  There 
was  a  petty  prince  in  Afia,  commonly  called  The 
old  man  of  the  mountain^  who  had  acquired  fuch' 
an  afcendant  over  his  fanatical  fubjects,  that  they 
paid  the  moft  implicit  deference  to  his  commands  ; 
efteemed  arTafiination  meritorious,  when  fanctified 
by  his  mandate ;  courted  danger,  and  even  certain 
death,  in  the  execution  of  his  orders  ;  and  fancied, 
that  when  they  facrificed  their  lives  for  his  fake,  the 
higheft  joys  of  paradife  were  the  infallible  reward  of 
their  devoted  obedience e.  It  was  the  cuftora  of 
this  prince,  when  he  imagined  himfelf  injured,  to 
difpatch  fecretly  fome  of  his  fubjects  againft  the 
aggreffor,  to  charge  them  with  the  execution  of  his 
revenge,  to  inftruct  them  in  every  art  of  difguifing 
their  purpofe  ;    and  no  precaution  was  fufficient  to 

e  W.  Hcming.  p-  53a.    Brorapton,  p.  1243. 
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guard  any  man,  however  powerful,  againft  the  at- 
tempts of  thofe  fubtle  and  determined  ruffians.  The 
greateft  monarchs  flood  in  awe  of  this  prince  of  ""iy£» 
the  Affaflins  (for  that  was  the  name  of  his  people  ; 
whence  the  word  has  palled  into  molt  European 
languages),  and  it  was  the  higheft  indifcretion  in 
Comrade  marquis  of  Montferrat  to  offend  and  affront 
him.  The  inhabitants  of  Tyre,  who  were  governed 
by  that  nobleman,  had  put  to  death  fome  of  this 
dangerous  people :  The  prince  demanded  fatisfa&ion; 
for,  as  he  piqued  himfelf  on  never  beginning  any  of- 
fence f,  he  had  his  regular  and  eftablifhed  formalities 
in  requiring  atonement :  Conrade  treated  his  mef- 
fengers  with  difdain  :  The  prince  iffued  the  fatal  or- 
ders!  Two  of  his  fubje&s,  who  had  infmuated  them- 
felves  in  difguife  among  Conrade's  guards,  openly, 
in  the  ftreets  of  Sidon,  wounded  him  mortally  ;  and 
when  they  were  feized  and  put  to  the  moft  cruel 
tortures,  they  triumphed  amidft  their  agonies,  and 
rejoiced  that  they  had  been  deftined  by  Heaven  to 
fuffer  in  fo  juft  and  meritorious  a  caufe. 

Every  one  in  Paleftine  knew  from  what  hand 
tke  blow  came,  Richard  was  entirely  free  from  fu- 
fpicion.  Though  that  monarch  had  formerly  main- 
tained the  caufe  of  Lulignan  againft  Conrade,  he 
had  become  fenfible  of  the  bad  effects  attending 
thofe  diffenfions,  and  had  voluntarily  conferred  on 
the  former  the  kingdom  of  Cyprus,  on  condition 
that  he  mould  refign  to  his  rival  all  pretentions  to 
the  crown  of  Jerusalem  s.  Conrade  himfelf,  with 
his  dying  breath,  had  recommended  his  widow  to 
the  protection  of  Richard  h  ;  the  prince  of  the  Af- 
faffms  avowed  the  action  in  a  formal  narrative  which 
he  fent  to  Europe ' ;  yet  on  this  foundation  the 
king  of  France  thought  fit  to  build  the  moft  egre- 

f  Rymer,  vol.i.  p.  71.  g  Vinifauf,  p.  391.        *  Brompton, 

p.  1243.         1  Rymer,  vol.i.  p.  71.     Trivet,  p.  124.     W.  Heming. 
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gious  calumnies,  and  to  impute  to  Richard  the  muf* 
der  of  the  marquis  of  Montferrat,  whofe  elevation 
he  had  once  openly  oppofed.  He  filled  all  Europe 
with  exclamations  againft  the  crime  ;  appointed"  a 
guard  for  his  own  perfon,  in  order  to  defend  himfelf 
againft  alike  attempt  k  ;  and  endeavoured,  by  thefe 
mallow  artifices,  to  cover  the  infamy  of  attacking 
the  dominions  of  a  prince,  whom  he  himfelf  had 
deferted,  and  who  was  engaged  with  fo  much  glory 
in  a  war,  univerfally  acknowledged  to  be  the  com- 
mon caufe  of  Chrift endom. 

Bur  Richard's  heroic  actions  in  Paleftine  were 
the   bed   apology  for  his   conduct.     The  Chriftian 
adventurers    under    his   command   determined,    on 
opening  the  campaign,  to  attempt  the  fiege  of  Af- 
calon,  in  order  to  prepare  the  way  for  that  of  Jeru- 
falem  ;  and  they  marched  along  the  Tea-coafl  with 
that  intention.     Saladin  purpofed  to  intercept  their 
paffage ;  and  he  placed  himfelf  on  the  road  with  an 
army  amounting  to  300,000  combatants.     On  this 
occafion  was  fought  one  of  the   greateft  battles  of 
that  age  ;  and  the  moil  celebrated  for  the  military 
genius   of  the  commanders,    for  the  number   and 
Valour  of  the  troops,  and  for  the  great  variety  of 
events  which  attended  it.     Both  the  right  wing  of 
the^hriftians,  commanded  by  d'Avemes,  and  the 
left,  conducted   by  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  were, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  day,  broken  and  defeated ; 
when  Richard,  who  led  on  the  main  body,  reftored 
the   battle ;     attacked   the   enemy  with    intrepidity 
and  prefence  of  mind  ;  performed  the  part  both  of 
a  confummate  general  and  gallant  foldier  ;  and  not 
only  gave  his  two  wings  leifure  to  recover  from  their 
confufion,  but  obtained  a  complete  victory  over  the 
Saracens,  of  whom  forty  thoufand  are  faid  to  have 
perifhed  411  the  field  '.     Afcalon  foon  after  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Chriftians :  Other  fieges  were  car* 

k.W. Heming.  p.  533.    Brampton,  p.  124;.       *  Hovcden,  p.  698. 
'Bened  Abb.  p.  677.    Diceto,  p.  6Cz.    Bronapton,  p.  izx<t. 

lied 


R    I    C    H   A    R    D      I.  fci 

fkd  on  with  equal  fuccefs  :  Richard  was  even  able  CHAP. 
to  advance  within  fight  of  Jcrufalem,  the  object  of  i_„  v'^j 
his  enterprife  ;    when   he  had  the   mortification   to      n9a. 
find,  that  he  mud  abandon  all  hopes  of  immediate 
fuccefs.  and  mud  put  a  flop  to  his  career  of  victory. 
The  cruiaders,  animated  with  an  enth.ufiair.ic  ardour 
for  the  holy  wars,  broke  at  firft  through  all  regards 
to  fafety  or  intereft  in  the  profecution  of  their  pur- 
pole  ;  and  truiting   to   the  immediate   affiitance   of 
Heaven,  fet  nothing  before  their  eyes  but  fame  and 
viclory  in  this  world,  and  a  crown  of  glory  in  the 
next.     But  long  abfence  from  home,  fatigue',  dil- 
eafe,  want,  and   the  variety  of  incidents  which  na- 
.  turally  attend  war,  had  gradually  abated  that  fury, 
which  nothing  was  able  directly  to  withfland  ;  and 
every  one,  except  the  king  of  England,  expretled 
a  defire   of  fpeedily   returning  into  Europe,     The 
Germans  and  the  Italians  declared  their  refolution 
of  defifting  from  the  enterprife  :   The  French  were 
ftill  more  obltinate  in  this  purpofe  :   The  duke  of 
Burgundy,  in   order  to  pay  court  to   Philip,  took 
all  opportunities  of  mortifying  and  oppofing  Rich- 
ard"1:  And  there  appeared  an   ablolute  necefTity  of 
abandoning  for  the  prefent  all  hopes  of  farther  con- 
queft,  and  of  lecuring  the  acquifitions  of  the  Chrift- 
ians  by  an  accommodation  with  Saladin.     Richard, 
therefore    concluded    a    truce  with    that  monarch, 
and  ftipulated  that  Acre,  Joppa,  and  other  fea-port 
towns  of  Paleftine,  mould  remain  in  the  hands  of 
the  Chriftians,  and  that  every  one  of  that  religion 
fhould  have  liberty  to  perform  his  pilgrimage  to  fe- 
rufalem  unmolefted.     This  truce  was  concluded  for 
three  years,  three  months,  three  weeks,  three  days, 
and  three  hours;  a  magical  number,  which  had  pro- 
bably been  deviled  by  the  Europeans,  and  which  was 
fuggefted  by  a  fuperitition  well  fuited  to  the  object 
„  of  the  war. 

«n  Vinifouf,  p.  380, 
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The  liberty,  in  which  Saladin  indulged  the 
Chriftians,  to  perform  their  pilgrimages  to  Jeru- 
falem,  was  an  eafy  facrifice  on  his  part ;  and  the  fu- 
II9a"  rious  wars  which  he  waged  in  defence  of  the  barrerf 
territory  of  Judea,  were  not  with  him,  as  with  the 
European  adventurers,  the  refult  of  fuperftition,  but 
of  policy.  The  advantage  indeed  of  fcience,  mo- 
deration, humanity,  was  at  that  time  entirely  on  the 
fide  of  the  Saracens ;  and  this  gallant  emperor,  in 
particular,  difplayed,  during  the  courfe  of  the  war, 
a  fpirit  and  generofity,  which  even  his  bigotted  ene- 
mies were  obliged  to  acknowledge  and  admire. 
Richard  equally  martial  and  brave,  carried  with 
him  more  of  the  barbarian  character  ;  and  was 
guilty  of  afts  of  ferocity,  which  threw  a  Main  on  his 
celebrated  victories.  When  Saladin  refufed  to  ra-= 
tify  the  capitulation  of  Acre,  the  king  of  England 
ordered  all  his  prifoners,  to  the  number  of  five  thou- 
fand,  to  be  butchered;  and  the  Saracens  found  them- 
felves  obliged  to  retaliate  upon  the  Chriftians  by  a 
like  cruelty  n.  Saladin  died  at  Damafcus  foon  after 
concluding  this  truce  with  the  princes  of  the  crufade  : 
It  is  memorable,  that  before  he  expired,  he  ordered 
his  winding-meet  to  be  carried  as  a  ftandard  through 
every  ftreet  of  the  city ;  while  a  crier  went  before, 
and  proclaimed  with  a  loud  voice,  This  is  all  that  re- 
mains  to  the  mighty  Saladin^  the  conqueror  of  the  Eaji% 
By  his  lafl  will  he  ordered  charities  to  be  distributed 
to  the  poor,  without  diftinction  of  Jew,  Chriltian,  or 
Mahometan. 
Theking's  There  remained  after  the  truce,  no  bufinefs  of 
from  p  importance  to  detain  Richard  in  Paleftine ;  and  the 
leftine.  intelligence  which  he  received,  concerning  the  in- 
trigues of  his  brother  John,  and  thofe  of  the  king 
of  France,  made  him  fenfible,  that  his  prefence  was 
neceffary  in  Europe.  As  he  dared  not  to  pals 
through  France,  he  failed  to  the  Adriatic  j  and  be- 

n  Hoveden,  p.  697.      Bened.  Abb.  p.  673.        M.  Paris,  p.  l'5» 
Vinifauf,  p.  346.    W.  Heming.  p-j3i. 
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ing  fhipwrecked  near  Aquileia,  he  put  on  the  dif- 
guife  of  a  pilgrim,  with   a  purpofe  of  taking  his 
journey  fecretly  through  Germany.    Purfued  by  the   "TiJ^ 
governor  of  Iftria,  he  was  forced  out  of  the  direct 
road  to  England,  and  was  obliged  to  pafs  by  Vi- 
enna ;  wrhere  his  expences  and  liberalities  betrayed 
the   monarch    in   the  habit    of   the  pilgrim ;    and  2cth  -De- 
he   was   arretted  by   orders  of  Leopold   duke   of 
Auftria.     This  prince  had  ferved  under  Richard  at 
the  fiege  of  Acre ;  but  being  difgufted  by  fome  in- 
fult  of  that  haughty  monarch,  he  was  fo  ungenerous 
as  to  feize  the  prefent  opportunity  of  gratifying  at 
once  his  avarice  and  revenge ;  and  he  threw  the      "93* 
king  into   prifon.     The  emperor  Henry  VI.  who 
alfo  confidered  Richard  as  an  enemy,  on  account  of 
the  alliance  contracted  by  him  with  Tancred  king 
of  Sicily,  difpatched  melTengers  to  the  duke  of  Au- 
flria,  required  the  royal  captive  to  be  delivered  to 
him,  and  itipulated  a  large  fum  of  money  as  a  re- 
ward for  this  fervice.     Thus  the  king  of  England,  Captivity 
who  had  filled  the  whole  world  with  his  renown,  many^ 
found  himfelf,  during  the  mofl  critical  (late  of  his 
affairs,  confined  in  a  dungeon,  and  loaded  with  irons, 
in  the  heart  of  Germany  %  and  entirely  at  the  mercy 
of  his  enemies,  the  bafeft  and  mod  fordid  of  man- 
kind. 

The  Englifh  council  was  aftonifhed  on  receiving 
this  fatal  intelligence ;  and  forefaw  all  the  danger- 
ous confequences  which  might  naturally  arife  from 
that  event.  The  queen-dowager  wrote  reiterated 
letters  to  pope  Celelline,  exclaiming  againft  the  in- 
jury which  her  fon  had  fuftained  ;  reprefenting  the 
impiety  of  detaining  in  prifon  the  mofl  illuflrious 
prince  that  had  yet  carried  the  banners  of  (Thrift  into 
the  Holy  Land ;  claiming  the  protection  of  the 
apoftolic  fee,  which  was  due  even  to  the  meaneft  of 
thofe  adventurers ;  and  upbraiding  the  pope,  that, 

•  Chron.  T.  Wykes,  p.  35. 
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C  H  A  P.  in  a  caufe  where  juftice,  religion,  and  the  dignity  of 
x-  •  the  church,  were  fo  much  concerned,  a  caufe  which 
it  might  well  befit  his  holinefs  himfelf  to  iupport  by- 
taking  in  perfon  a  journey  to  Germany,  the  fpiritual 
thunders  mould  fo  long  be  mfpended  over  thofe  fa- 
crilep-ious  offenders  p.      The  zeal  of  Celefline  corre- 

o 

fponded  not  to  the  impatience  of  the  queen-mother; 
and  the  regency  of  England  were,  for  a  long  time, 
left  to  druggie  alone  with  all  their  domeflic  and  fo-" 
reign  enemies. 
War  with        rfHE  king  0f  France,  quickly  informed  of  Rich- 
ard's confinement  by  a  meffage  from  the  emperor  % 
prepared  himfelf  to  take  advantage  of  the  incident; 
and  he  employed  every  means  of  force,  and  intrigue, 
of  war  and  negotiation,  agamft  the  dominions  and 
the  perfon  of  his  unfortunate  rival.     He  revived  the 
calumny  of   Richard's  affaflinating  the  marquis  of 
Montferrat ;  and  by   that  abfurd   pretence   he  in- 
duced his  barons  to  violate  their  oaths,  by  which 
they  had    engaged   that,  during  the  crufade,  they 
never  would,  on  any  account,  attack  the  dominions 
of  the  king   of  England.     He   made   the  emperor 
the  largeft  offers,  if  he  would  deliver  into  his  hands 
the  royal  prifoner,  or  at  leaft  detain  him  in  perpe- 
tual captivity  :  He  even  formed  an  alliance  by  mar- 
riage with  the  king  of  Denmark,  defired  that  the 
ancient    Danifh    claim  to    the    crown    of   England 
mould  be  transferred  to  him,  and  folicited  a  iupply 
pf  {hipping  to  maintain  it.     But  the  moil  fucceff- 
ful   of  Philip's  negotiations  was  with   prince  John, 
who,  forgetting  every  tye  to  his  brother,  his  fove- 
reign,  and  his  benefactor,  thought  of  nothing  but 
how  to  make  his  own  advantage  of  the  public  ca- 
lamities.     That  traitor,  on  the  firft  invitation  from 
the  court  of  France,  fuddenly  went  abroad,  had  a 
conference  with  Philip,  and  made  a  treaty,  of  which 
the  object  was  the  perpetual  ruin  of  his  unhappy 
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brother.     He  ftipulated    to    deliver    into   Philip's  chap. 

hands  a  great  part  of  Normandy  r ;  he  received,  in  < ' ( 

return,  the  invettiture  of  all  Richard's  tranftnarine 
dominions;  and  it  is  reported  by  feveral  hiftorians, 
that  he  even  did  homage  to  the  French  king  for 
the  crown  of  England. 

.  In  confequence  of  this  treaty,  Philip  invaded  Nor- 
mandy ;  and  by  the  treachery  of  John's  emillaries, 
made  himfelf  matter,  without  oppofition,  of  many 
fortrefies,  Neuf-chatel,  Neauflle,  Gifors,  Pacey, 
Ivree  :  He  fubdued  the  counties  of  Eu  and  Au- 
male  ;  and  advancing  to  form  the  fiege  of  Rouen, 
he  threatened  to  put  all  the  inhabitants  to  the  fword 
if  they  dared  to  make  refiftance.  Happily,  Robert 
earl  of  Leicetter  appeared  in  that  critical  moment; 
a  gallant  nobleman,  who  had  acquired  great  honour 
during  the  crufade,  and  who,  being  more  fortunate 
than  his  matter  in  finding  his  paffage  homewards, 
took  on  him  the  command  in  Rouen,  and  exerted 
himfelf,  by  his  exhortations  and  example,  to  infufe 
courage  into  the  difmayed  Normans.  Philip  was 
repuiled  in  every  attack ;  the  time  of  fervice  from 
his  vafials  expired  ;  and  he  confented  to  a  truce  with 
the  Englifh  regency,  received  in  return  the  promife 
of  20,000  marks,  and  had  four  catties  put  into  his 
hands,  as  fecurity  for  tne  payment si 

Prince  John,  who,  with  a  view  of  increafmg 
the  general  confufion,  went  over  to  England,  was 
ttill  iefs  fueeefsful  in  his  enterprifes.  He  was  only 
able  to  make  himfelf  matter  of  the  catties  of  Wind- 
for  and  Wallingford  ;  but  when  he  arrived  in  Lon- 
don, and  claimed  the  kingdom  as  heir  to  his  bro- 
ther, of  whofe  death  he  pretended  to  have  received 
certain  intelligence,  he  was  rejected  by  all  the  ba- 
rons, and  meafures  were  taken  to  oppole  and  fubdue 
laanili.'j  The  jutticiaries,  fupported  by  the  general 
affection  of  the  people,  provided  fo  well  for  the  de- 
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c  H  a  P.  fence  of  the  kingdom,  that  John  was  obliged,  after 
i_^L,  fome  fruitlefs  efforts,  to  conclude  a  truce  with  them  ; 
I193.      and  before  its  expiration,    he  thought  it  prudent  to 
return  into  France,  where  he  openly  avowed  his  al- 
liance with  Philip  \ 

Meanwhile  the  high  fpirit  of  Richard  fuifered 
in  Germany  every  kind  of  infult  and  indignity. 
The  French  ambaffadors,  in  their  mailer's  name, 
renounced  him  as  a  vaffal  to  the  crown  of  France, 
and  declared  all  his  fiefs  to  be  forfeited  to  his  liege- 
lord.  The  Emperor,  that  he  might  render  him 
more  impatient  for  the  recovery  of  his  liberty,  and 
make  him  fubmit  to  the  payment  of  a  larger 
ranlom,  treated  him  with  the  greateft  feverity,  and 
reduced  him  to  a  condition  worfe  than  that  of 
the  meaneft  malefactor.  He  was  even  produced 
before  the  diet  of  the  empire  at  Worms,  and  ac- 
eufed  by  Henry  of  many  crimes  and  mifdemeanors  ; 
of  making  an  alliance  with  Tancred,  the  ufurper  of 
Sicily ;  of  turning  the  arms  of  the  crufade  againfl 
a  Chriftian  prince,  and  fubduing  Cyprus ;  of  af- 
fronting the  duke  of  Auftria  before  Acre ;  of  ob- 
ftructing  the  progrefs  of  the  Chriftian  arms  by  his 
quarrels  with  the  king  of  France  ;  of  aflaffinating 
Conrade  marquis  of  Montferrat ;  and  of  concluding 
a  truce  with  Saiadin,  and  leaving  Jerufalem  in  the 
hands  of  the  Saracen  emperor  w.  Richard,  whofe 
fpirit  was  not  broken  by  his  misfortunes,  and  whofe 
genius  was  rather  roufed  by  thefe  frivolous  or  fcan- 
dalous  imputations ;  after  premifmg,  that  his  dig- 
nity exempted  him  from  anfwering  before  any  ju- 
risdiction, except  that  of  Heaven  ;  yet  condescended, 
for  the  fake  of  his  reputation,  to  juftify  his  conduct 
before  that  great  aifembly.  He  obferved,  that  he 
had  no  hand  in  Tancred's  elevation,  and  only  con- 
cluded a  treaty  with  a  prince  whom  he  found  in 
poifeflion  of  the  throne :  That  the  king,  or  rather 
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tyrant  of  Cyprus,  had  provoked  his  indignation  by  c  HA  P. 
the  mod  ungenerous  and  unjuft  proceedings  ;  and  ^^^ 
though  he  chaftifed  this  aggreffor,  he  had  not  re-  1193 
tarded  a  moment  the  progrefs  of  his  chief  enterprife  : 
That  if  he  had  at  any  time  been  wanting  in  civility 
to  the  duke  of  Auftria,  he  had  already  been  fuffici- 
ently  punifhed  for  that  fally  of  paflion  ;  and  it  better 
became  men,  embarked  together  in  fo  holy  a  caufe, 
to  forgive  each  other's  infirmities,  than  to  purfue 
a  flight  offence  with  fuch  unrelenting  vengeance : 
That  it  had  fufHciently  appeared  by  the  event,  whe- 
ther the  king  of  France  or  he  were  moft  zealous  for 
the  conqueft  of  the  Holy  Land,  and  were  moft 
likely  to  facrifice  private  pamons  and  animofities  to 
that  great  object :  That  if  the  whole  tenor  of  his 
life  had  not  mown  him  incapable  of  a  bafe  afTaffina- 
don,  and  juftified  him  from  that  imputation  in  the 
eyes  of  his  very  enemies,  it  was  in  vain  for  him,  at 
prefent,  to  make  his  apology,  or  plead  the  many 
irrefragable  arguments  which  he  could  produce  in 
his  own  favour :  And  that,  however  he  might  re- 
gret the  neceffity,  he  was  fo  far  from  being  afhamed 
of  his  truce  with  Saladin,  that  he  rather  gloried  in 
that  event ;  and  thought  it  extremely  honourable, 
that,  though  abandoned  by  all  the  world,  fupported 
only  by  his  own  courage,  and  by  the  fmall  remains 
of  his  national  troops,  he  could  yet  obtain  fuch  con- 
ditions from  the  molt  powerful  and  moft  warlike 
emperor  that  the  Eaft  had  ever  yet  produced. 
Richard,  after  thus  deigning  to  apologife  for  his 
conduct,  burfl  out  into  indignation  at  the  cruel  treat- 
ment which  he  had  met  with  ;  that  he,  the  cham- 
pion of  the  crofs,  ftill  wearing  that  honourable 
badge,  mould,  after  expending  the  blood  and  trea- 
fure  of  his  fubjefts  in  the  common  caufe  of  Chrift- 
endom,  be  intercepted  by  Chrifrian  princes  in  his 
return  to  his  own  country,  be  thrown  into  a  dun- 
geon, be  loaded  with  irons,  be  obliged  to  plead  his 
caufej  as  if  he  were  a  fubject  and  a  malefactor  j  and* 

what 
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chap,  -what  he  flill  more  regretted,  be  thereby  prevented 
from  making  preparations  for  a  new  crufade,  which 


1x93.      he  had  projected,  after  the  expiration  of  the  truce, 
and  from  redeeming  the  fepulchre  of  Chriil,  which 
had  fo  long  been  profaned .  by  the  dominion  of  in- 
fidels.    The  fpirit  and   eloquence  of  Richard  made 
fuch  impreffion  on  the  German  princes,    that  they 
exclaimed  loudly  againi'c  the  conduel  of  the  empe- 
ror ;    the  pope  threatened  him  with  excommunica- 
tion ;    and  Henry,  who  had  hearkened  to  the  pro- 
pofals  of  the  king  of  France  and  prince  John,  found 
that  it  would  be  impracticable  for   him  to  execute 
his   and  their  bafe  purpofes,    or  to  detain  the  king 
The  king's  0f  England  any  longer  in   captivity.     He  therefore 
veiy*     concluded  with  him  a  treaty  for  his   ranfom,    and 
agreed  to  reflore  him  to  his  freedom  for  the  fum  of 
150,000  marks,  about:  300,000  pounds  of  our  pre- 
fent  money ;    of  which  1  ©0,00.0  marks  were   to   be 
paid   before  he  received  hi:,  liberty,  and  fixty-feven 
hoftages  delivered  for  the  remainder  x.   The  emperor, 
as  if  to  glofs  over  the  infamy  of  this  tranfaction,  made 
at  the  fame  time  a  prefent  to  Richard  of  the  king- 
dom of  Aries,  comprehending  Provence,  Dauphiny, 
Narbonne,  and  other  flates,  over  which  the  empire 
had  fome  antiquated  claims ;    a  prefent  which  the 
king  very  wifely  neglected. 

The  captivity  of  the  fuperior  lord  was  one  of  the 
cafes  provided  for  by  the  feudal  tenures ;  and  all 
the  vafTals  were  in  that  event  obliged  to  give  an  aid 
for  his  ranfom.  Twenty  (hillings  were  therefore  le- 
vied on  each  knight's  fee  in  England;  but  as  this 
money  came  in  fiowly,  and  was  not  fufficient  for 
the  intended  purpofe,  the  voluntary  zeal  of  the  peo- 
ple readily  fupplied  the  deficiency.  The  churches 
and  monasteries  melted  down  their  plate,  to  the 
amount  of  30,000  marks  5  the  bifhops,  abbots, 
and  nobles,  paid  a  fourth  of  their  yearly  rent ;  the 
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parochial  clergy  contributed  a  tenth  of  their  tithes  I   chap. 

And  the  requifite  fum  being  thus  collected,    queen        ^- 

Eleanor,  and  Walter  archbifhop  of  Rouen,  fet  out  T  ' 
with  it  for  Germany ;  paid  the  money  to  the  em-  4th  F  cb. 
peror  and  the  duke  of  Auftria  at  Mentz  ;  delivered 
them  hoitages  for  the  remainder  ;  and  freed  Richard 
from  captivity.  His  efcape  was  very  critical.  Henry 
had  been  detected  in  the  aflaffination  of  the  bifhop  of 
Liege,  and  in  an  attempt  of  a  like  nature  on  the 
duke  of  Louvaine  :  and  finding  himfelf  extremely 
obnoxious  to  the  German  princes  on  account  of 
thefe  odious  practices,  he  had  determined  to  feek 
fupport  from  an  alliance  with  the  king  of  France; 
to  detain  Richard,  the  enemy  of  that  prince,  in  per- 
petual captivity ;  to  keep  in  his  hands  the  money 
which  he  had  already  received  for  his  ranfom  ;  and 
to  extort  frefh  fums  from  Philip  and  prince  John, 
who  were  very  liberal  in  their  offers  to  him.  He 
therefore  gave  orders  that  Richard  mould  be  pur- 
fued  and  arretted  ;  but  the  king,  making  all  imagin- 
able hafte,  had  already  embarked  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Schelde,  and  was  out  of  fight  of  land,  when  the 
meffengers  of  the  emperor  reached  Antwerp. 

The  joy  of  the  Englifh  was  extreme  on  the  ap-  King's  re- 
pearance  of  their  monarch,  who  had  fuffered  fo  many  *um, to, 
calamities,  who  had  acquired  fo  much  glory,    and  3oth 
who  had  fpread  the  reputation  of  their  name  into  the  March, 
fartheft  Eaft,    whither  their  fame  had  never  before 
been  able  to  extend.     He  gave  them,  foon  after  his 
arrival,  an  opportunity  of  publicly  difplaying  their 
exultation,  by  ordering  himfelf  to  be  crowned  anew 
at  Winchester  ;   as  if  he  intended,  by  that  ceremony, 
to  reinftate  himfelf  in  his  throne,   and  to  wipe  oflf 
the  ignominy  of  his   captivity.     Their  fatisfaction 
was  not  damped,    even  when   he   declared  his  pur- 
pofe  of  reluming  all  thofe  exorbitant  grants,  which 
he  had  been   neceffitated  to   make   before   his  de- 
parture for  the  Holy  Land.    The  barons,  alio,  in  a 
great  council,  confifcated3  on  account  of  his  treafon, 
9  all 
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CHAP.  a^  Prince  John's  porTefTions  in  England ;  and  they* 
affifted  the  king  in  reducing  the  fortreffes  which  ftil! 
remained  in  the  hands  of  his  brother's  adherents y. 
Richard,  having  fettled  every  thing  in  England, 
paffed  over  with  an  army  into  Normandy  ;  being  im- 
patient to  make  war  on  Philip,  and  to  revenge  him- 
felf  for  the  many  injuries  which  he  had  received 
from  that  monarch  z.  As  foon  as  Philip  heard  of 
the  king's  deliverance  from  captivity,  he  wrote  to 
his  confederate  John,  in  thefe  terms  :  Take  care  of 
your/elf:  The  devil  is  broken  loofe  a. 
War  with  When  we  confider  fuch  powerful  and  martial  mo- 
lYauce.  narchs,  inflamed  with  perfonal  animofity  againil 
each  other,  enraged  by  mutual  injuries,  excited  by 
rivalihip,  impelled  by  oppofite  interefls,  and  miti- 
gated by  the  pride  and  violence  of  their  own  temper  ; 
our  curiofity  is  naturally  raifed,  and  we  expect  an 
obftinate  and  furious  war,  diftinguiified  by  the 
greateft  events,  and  concluded  by  fome  remarkable 
cataftrophe.  Yet  are  the  incidents,  which  attend 
thofe  hoftilities,  fo  frivolous,  that  fcarce  any  hifto- 
rian  can  entertain  fuch  a  paflion  for  military  de- 
fcriptions  as  to  venture  on  a  detail  of  them  :  A  cer- 
tain proof  of  the  extreme  weaknefs  of  princes  in 
thofe  ages,  and  of  the  little  authority  they  poffened 
over  their  refractory  vaffals !  The  whole  amount  of 
the  exploits  on  both  fides  is,  the  taking  of  a  caflle, 
the  furprife  of  a  draggling  party,  a  rencounter  of 
horfe,  which  refembles  more  a  rout  than  a  battle. 
Richard  obliged  Philip  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Ver- 
neuil ;  he  took  Loches,  a  fmall  town  in  Anjou ;  he 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  Beaumont,  and  fome  other 
places  of  little  confequence ;  and  after  thefe  trivial 
exploits,  the  two  kings  began  already  to  hold  con- 
ferences for  an  accommodation.  Philip  infilled 
that,  if  a  general  peace  were  concluded,  the  barons 
on  each  fide  mould,  for   the  future,  be  prohibited 
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from  carrying  on  private  wars  againft  each  other :  c 
But  Richard  replied,  that  this  was  a  right  claimed 
by  his  vaffals,  and  he  could  not  debar  them  from  ^^xoi 
it.  After  this  fruitlefs  negotiation,  there  enfued  an 
action  between  the  French  and  Englifh  cavalry  at 
Fretteval,  in  which  the  former  were  routed,  and  the 
king  of  France's  cartulary  and  records,  which  com- 
monly at  that  time  attended  his  perfon,  were  taken. 
But  this  victory  leading  to  no  important  advantages, 
a  truce  for  a  year  was  at  laft,  from  mutual  weak- 
nefs,  concluded  between  the  two  monarchs. 

During  this  war,  prince  John  deferted  from 
Philip,  threw  himfelf  at  his  brother's  feet,  craved 
pardon  for  his  offences,  and  by  the  interceflion  of 
queen  Eleanor  was  received  into  favour.  /  forgive 
him,  faid  the  king,  and  hope  I  Jhall  as  eafily  forget 
his  injuries,  as  he  will  my  pardon.  John  was  inca- 
pable even  of  returning  to  his  duty,  without  com- 
mitting a  bafenefs.  Before  he  left  Philip's  party,  he 
invited  to  dinner  all  the  officers  of  the  garriibn,  which 
that  prince  had  placed  in  the  citadel  of  Evreux ;  he 
maffacred  them  during  the  entertainment ;  fell,  with 
the  affiftance  of  the  townfmen,  on  the  garrifon,  whom 
he  put  to  the  fword  j  and  then  delivered  up  the 
place  to  his  brother. 

The  king  of  France  was  the  great  object  of  Rich- 
ard's refentment  and  animohty :  The  conduct  of 
John,  as  well  as  that  of  the  emperor  and  duke  of 
Auftria,  had  been  fo  bafe,  and  was  expofed  to  fuch 
general  odium  and  reproach,  that  the  king  deemed 
himfelf  fufficiently  revenged  for  their  injuries  ;  and 
he  feems  never  to  have  entertained  any  project  of 
vengeance  againft  any  of  them.  The  duke  of  Auftria, 
about  this  time,  having  cruftied  his  leg  by  the  fall 
of  his  horie  at  a  tournament,  was  thrown  into  a 
fever  ;  and  being  flruck,  on  the  approaches  of  death, 
with  remorfe  for  his  injuflice  to  Richard,  he  ordered, 
by  will,  all  the  Englilh  hoftages  in  his  hands  to  be 
fct  at  liberty,  and  the  remainder  of  the  debt  due  to 

him 
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him  to  be  remitted :  His  fon,  who  feemed  inclined 
to  difobey  thefe  orders,  was  conflrained  by  his  ec- 
clefiaftics  to  execute  them  b.  The  emperor  alfo  made 
advances  for  Richard's  friend/hip,  and  offered  to 
give  him  a  difcharge  of  all  the  debt  not  yet' paid  to 
him,  provided  he  would  enter  into  an  oftcnfive  alli- 
ance againii  the  king  of  France ;  a  propofal  which 
was  very  acceptable  to  Richard,  and  was  greedily 
embraced  by  him.  The  treaty  with  the  emperor  took 
no  effect ;  bat  it  ferved  to  rekindle  the  war  between 
France  and  England  before  the  expiration  of  the 
truce.  This  war  was  not  diftinguifhed  by  any  more 
remarkable  incidents  than  ihe  foregoing.  After 
mutually  ravaging  the  open  country,  and  taking  a 
few  iniignificant  caftles,  the  two  kings  concluded  a 
peace  at  Louviers,  and  made  an  exchange  of  fome 
£196.  territories  with  each  other c.  Their  inability  to 
wage  war  occafioned  the  peace  :  Their-  mutual  an- 
tipathy engaged  them  again  in  war  before  two  months 
expired.  Richard  imagined,  that  he  had  now  found 
an  .opportunity  of  gaining  great  advantages  over  his 
rival,  by  forming  an  alliance  with  the  counts  of 
Flanders,  Touloule,  Boulogne,  Champagne,  and 
other  confiderable  vaflals  of  the  crown  of  France d. 
But  he  foon  experienced  the  infmcerity  of  thofe 
princes  ;  and  was  not  able  to  make  any  impreffion 
on  that  kingdom,  while  governed  by  a  monarch  of 
fo  much  vigour  and  activity  as  Philip.  The  moil 
remarkable  incident  of  this  war  was  the  taking  pri- 
foner  in  battle  the  biihop  of  Beauvais,  a  martial 
prelate,  who  was  of  the  family  of  Dreux,  and  a  near 
relation  of  the  French  king's.  Richard,  who  hated 
that  biihop,  threw  him  into  prifon,  and  loaded  him 
with  irons ;  and  when  the  pope  demanded  his  li- 
berty, and  claimed  him  as  his  fon,  the  king  fent  to 
his  holinefs  the  coat  of  mail  which  the  prelate  had 
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^rotn  in  battle,  and  which  was  all  befmeared  with 
blood :  And  he  replied  to  him,  in  terms  em- 
ployed by  Jacob's  fons  to  that  patriarch,  This  have  77^67" 
*we  found :  Knew  now  whether  it  be  thy  fan's  coat  or 
no  e.  This  new  war  between  England  and  France, 
though  carried  on  with  fuch  animoilty  that  both 
kings  frequently  put  out  the  eyes  of  their  prifoners, 
was  foon  fmifhed  by  a  truce  of  five  years  ;  and  im- 
mediately after  figning  this  treaty,  the  kings  were 
ready,  on  fome  new  offence,  to  break  out  again 
into  hoftilities  ;  when  the  mediation  of  the  cardinal 
of  St.  Mary,  the  Pope's  legate,  accommodated  the 
difference  f.  This  prelate  even  engaged  the  princes 
to  commence  a ■  treaty  for  a  more  durable  peace; 
but  the  death  of  Richard  put  an  end  to  the  nego- 
tiation^ 

Vidomer,  vifcount  of  Limoges,    a  vaffal  of  the     1*99° 
king's,  had  found  a  treafure,  of  which  he  fent  part 
to  that  prince  as  a  prefent.     Richard,  as  iuperior 
lord,  claimed  the  whole  ;  and,  at  the  head  of  fome 
Brabancons,  befieged  the  vifcount  in  the  cattle  of 
Chalos,  near  Limoges,  in  order  to  make  him  comply 
with  his  demand s.     The  garrifon  offered   to   fur- 
render;  but  the  king  replied,  that,  fince  he  had  taken 
the  pains  to  come  thither  and  befiege  the  place  in 
perfon,  he  would  take  it  by  force,  and  would  hang 
every  one  of  them.     The  fame  day   Richard,    ac- 
companied by  Marcadee,  leader  of  his  Brabancons, 
approached    the    caftle    in    order    to    furvey    it  ; 
when  one  Bertrand  de  Gourdon,    an  archer,  took 
aim  at  him,  and  pierced  his  moulder  with  an  arrow. 
The   king,    however,    gave  orders  for   the   affault,  28th 
took  the  place,  and  hanged  all  the  garrifon,  except 
Gourdon,  who  had  wounded  him,  and  whom  he 
referved  for  a  more  deliberate  and  more  cruel  ex- 
ecution13. 
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CHAP.  The  wound  was  not  in  itfelf  dangerous  ;  but  th@ 
'  ,  unfkilfulnefs  of  the  furgeon  made  it  mortal :  He  fo 
ii99;  rankled  Richard's  moulder  in  pulling  out  the  arrow, 
that  a  gangrene  enfued ;  and  that  prince  was  now 
fenfible  that  his  life  was  drawing  towards  a  pe- 
riod. He  fent  for  Gourdon,  and  afked  him,  Wretch, 
•what  have  1  ever  done  to  you,  to  oblige  you  to  feek 

my   life? What   have  you  done  to  me?    replied 

coolly  the  prifoner  :  You  killed  with  your  own  hands 
my  father  and  my  two  brothers  ;  and  you  intended  to 
have  hanged  myf elf :  lam  now  in  your  power,  and 
you  may  take  revenge,  by  infdtling  on  me  the  moft  fe- 
ver e  torments  :  But  I  jhall  endure  them  all  with 
pleafure,  provided  I  can  think  that  I  have  been  fo 
happy  as  to  rid  the  world  of  fuch  a  nuifance '.  Rich- 
ard, {truck  with  the  reafonablenefs  of  this  reply, 
and  humbled  by  the  near  approach  of  death,  ordered 
Gourdon  to  be  fet  at  liberty,  and  a  fum  of  money 
to  be  given  him  ;  but  Marcadee,  unknown  to  him, 
feized  the  unhappy  man,  flayed  him  alive,  and  then 

6th  April,  hanged  him.  Richard  died  in  the  tenth  year  of  his 
Death  reign,  and  the  forty -fecond  of  his  age  j  and  he  left 
no  iffue  behind  him. 

and  cha-        The  moft  mining  part  of  this  prince's  character 

racier  of  are  his  military  talents.  No  man,  even  in  that  ro- 
s*  mantic  age,  carried  perfonal  courage  and  intrepi- 
dity tc  a  greater  height  ;  and  this  quality  gained  him 
the  appellation  of  the  lion-hearted,  coeur  de  lion. 
He  pafiionately  loved  glory,  chiefly  military  glory  ; 
and  as  his  conduct  in  the  field  was  not  inferior  to  his 
valour,  he  feems  to  have  poflefTed  every  talent  ne- 
ceflary  for  acquiring  it.  His  refentments  alio  were 
high  ;  his  pride  unconquerable ;  and  his  fubjecls, 
as  well  as  his  neighbours,  had  therefore  reafon  to 
apprehend,  from  the  continuance  of  his  reign,  a 
perpetual  fcene  of  blood  and  violence.  Of  an  im- 
petuous and  vehement  fpirit,    he  was  diitinguiined 
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by  all  the  good,  as  well  as  the  bad  qualities,  in- 
cident to  that  character  :  He  was  open,  frank,  ge- 
nerous, firrcere,  and  brave;  he  was  revengeful,  do-  ll39. 
mineering,  ambitious,  haughty,  and  cruel ;  and  was 
thus  better  calculated  to  dazzle  men  by  the  fplen- 
dour  of  his  enterprizes,  than  either  to  promote 
their  happinefs  or  his  own  grandeur,  by  a  found 
and  well-regulated  policy.  As  military  talents 
make  great  imprefTion  on  the  people,  he  feems  to 
have  been  much  beloved  by  his  Englifh  fubjects ; 
and  he  is  remarked  to  have  been  the  firft  prince  of 
the  Norman  line  that  bore  any  fincere  regard  to 
them.  He  paffed  however  only  four  months  of  his 
reign  in  that  kingdom  :  The  crufade  employed  him 
near  three  years ;  he  was  detained  about  fourteen, 
months  in  captivity  ;  the  reft  of  his  reign  was  fpent 
either  in  war,  or  preparations  for  war,  againft 
France ;  and  he  was  lb  pleafed  with  the  fame  which 
he  had  acquired  in  the  Eaft,  chat  he  determined,  not- 
withstanding his  pad  misfortunes,  to  have  farther 
exhaufted  his  kingdom,  and  to  have  expofed  himfelf 
to  new  hazards,  by  conducting  another  expedition 
againft  the  infidels. 

Though    the   Englifh    pleafed  themfelves  with  Mifcella- 
the  glory  which  the  king's  martial  genius  procured  tnnrfao 
them,  his  reign  was  very  oppreffive  and  fomewhat  tions  of 
arbitrary,    by  the   high  taxes  which  he  levied  on  thlsrelSa« 
them,  and  often  without  confent  of  the  ftaces  or 
great-council.     In  the  ninth   year  of  his  reign,  he 
levied  five  millings  on  each  hyde  of  land ;  and  be- 
caufe  the  clergy  refufed  to  contribute  their  (hare,  he 
put  them  out  of  the  protection  of  law,  and  ordered 
the  civil  courts  to  give  them  no  fentence  for  any 
debts  which  they  might  claim  k.     Twice  in  his  reign 
he  ordered  all  his  charters  to  be  fealed  anew,  and 
the  parties  to  pay  fees  for  the  renewal '.     It  is  faid 
that  Hubert,  his  judiciary,  fent  him  over  to  France,  in 

k  Hovcden?  p.  743.    Tyrrel,  vd.  ii,  p.  563.  l  Pry  line's 
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CHAP,  the  fpace  of  two  years,  no  lefs  a  fum  than  i,ioo,ocx? 

^_  _  '  ^,  marks,  befides  bearing  all  the  charges  of  the  go- 
1199*  vernment  in  England.  But  this  account  is  quite  in- 
credible, unlefs  we  fuppofe  that  Richard  made  a 
thorough  dilapidation  of  the  demefnes  of  the  crown, 
which  it  is  not  likely  he  could  do  with  any  advan- 
tage after  his  former  refumption  of  all  grants.  A 
king,  who  poireifed  fuch  a  revenue,  could  never  have 
endured  fourteen  months  captivity,  for  not  paying 
1  50,000  marks  to  the  emperor,  and  be  obliged  at 
lair,  to  have  hofWes  for  a  third  of  the  fum.     The 

O 

prices  of  commodities  in  this  reign  are  alfo  a  cer- 
tain proof  that  no  fuch  enormous  fum  could  be  le- 
vied on  the  people.  A  hyde  of  land,  or  about  a 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  was  commonly  let  at 
twenty  millings  a  year,  money  of  that  time.  As  there 
were  -243,600  hydes  in  England,  it  is  eafy  to  com- 
pute the  amount  of  all  the  landed  rents  of  the  king- 
dom. The  general  and  ftated  price  of  an  ox  was 
four  millings  ;  of  a  labouring  horfe  the  fame  ;  of  a 
fow,  one  milling  ;  of  a  fheep  with  fine  wool,  ten 
pence  ;  with  coarfe  wool,  fix  pence  m.  Thefe  com- 
modities feem  not  to  have  advanced  in  their  prices 
fince  the  conqueft  *„  and  to  have  1H11  been  ten  times 
cheaper  than  at  prefent. 

Richard  renewed  the  fevere  laws  againfl  tranf- 
grefTors  in  his  forefls,  whom  he  punifhed  by  caftra- 
tion  and  putting  out  their  eyes,  as  in  the  reign  of  his 
great-grandfather.  He  eftablifhed  by  law  one  weight 
and  meafure  throughout  his  kingdom  n :  A  ufeful  in- 
flitution,  which  the  mercenary  difpofition  and  necef- 
fides  of  his  luccefTor  engaged  him  to  ■dilpenfe  with 
for  money. 

The  diforders  in  London,  derived  from  its  bad 
police,  had  rifen  to  a  great  height  during  this  reign  ; 
and  in  the  year  1196,  there  feemed  to  be  formed  fo 

m  Hoveden,  p.  745.        *  Sec  note  {  A~]  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
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regular  a  conspiracy  among  .the  numerous  malefac- 
tors, as  threatened  the  city  with  deftruction.  There 
was  one  William  Fitz-Ofbert,  commonly  called  Long-  j^9. 
beard,  a  lawyer,  who  had  rendered  himfelf  extreme- 
ly popular  among  the  lower  rank  of  citizens;  and, 
by  defending  them  on  all  occafions,  had  acquired  the 
appellation  of  the  advocate  or  faviour  of  the  poor. 
He  exerted  his  authority,  by  injuring  and  jnfulting 
the  more  fubilantial  citizens,  with  whom  he  lived  in 
a  ftate  of  hoflility,  and  who  were  every  moment  ex- 
pofed  to  the  moil  outrageous  violences  from  him  and 
his  licentious  emilTaries.  Murders  were  daily  com- 
mitted in  the  ftreets  \  houfes  were  broken  open  and 
pillaged  in  day  light ;  and  it  is  pretended,  that  no 
lefs  than  fifty-two  thoufand  perfons  had  entered  into 
an  afibciation,  by  which  they  bound  themfelves  to 
obey  all  the  orders  of  this  dangerous  ruffian.  Arch- 
bifhop  Hubert,  who  was  then  chief  jufticiary,  fum- 
moned  him  before  the  council  to  anfwer  for  his 
conduct ;  but  he  came  fo  well  attended,  that  no  one 
durfl  accufe  him,  or  give  evidence  againft  him  ;  and 
the  primate,  finding  the  impotence  of  law,  contented 
himfelf  with  exacting  from  the  citizens  hoflages  for 
their  good  behaviour.  He  kept,  however,  a  watch- 
ful eye  on  Fitz-Ofbert ;  and  Seizing  a  favourable 
opportunity,  attempted  to  commit  him  to  cuftody ; 
but  the  criminal,  murdering  one  of  the  public  of- 
ficers, efcaped  with  his  concubine  to  the  church  of 
St.  Mary  le  Bow,  where  he  defended  himfelf  by  force 
of  arms.  He  was  at  laft  forced  from  his  retreat,  con- 
demned, and  executed  amidif.  the  regrets  of  the  po- 
pulace, who  were  fo  devoted  to  his  memory,  that 
they  flole  his  gibbet,  paid  the  lame  veneration  to  it 
as  to  the  crofs,  and  were  equally  zealous  in  propa- 
gating and  attefling  reports  of  the  miracles  wrought 
by  it  °.  But  though  the  fectaries  of  this  fuperftidon 
were  punifhed    by  the  jufticiary p,    it  received    fo 


°  Hoveden,  p.  765.    Diceto,  p.  691. 

Newbrig.  p.  49=;  493- 

P  Cervafe,  p.  155:. 

r>3 

little 

38  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

little  encouragement  from  the  eftablifhed  clergy, 
whofe  property  was  endangered  by  fuch  feditious 
practices,  that  it  fuddenly  funk  and  vanifhed. 

It  was  during  the  crufades,  that  the  cuilom  of 
ufing  coats  of  arms  was  firft  introduced  into  Europe, 
The  knights,  cafed  up  in  armour,  had  no  way  to 
make  themfelves  be  known  and  diftinguifhed  in 
battle,  but  by  the  devices  on  their  fhields  ;  and  thefe 
were  gradually  adopted  by  their  pofterity  and  fa- 
milies, who  were  proud  of  the  pious  and  military 
enterprizes  of  their  anceftors. 

King  Richard  was  a  palhonate  lover  of  poetry  ; 
There  even  remain  fome  poetical  works  of  his  com* 
pofition :  And  he  bears  a  rank  among  the  Frovencal 
poets  or  Trobadores,  who  were  the  firft  of  the  mo» 
clern  Europeans  that  diflinguifhed  themfelves  by  at« 
tempts  of  that  nature. 
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CHAP.    XI. 

J      O      H     N. 

Accejfion  of  the  king His  marriage War  with 

France Murder  of  Arthur   duke  of  Brit  army 

The  king  expelled  the  French  provinces 

The  king's  quarrel  with  the  court  of  Rome Car- 
dinal Langton  appointed  archbifhop   of  Canterbury 

Interdicl  of  the  kingdom Excommunication 

of  the  king The   king's  fubmijfion  to  the  pope 

Dif contents    of  the  barons Infurreclion  of 

the  barons Magna  Chart  a Renewal  of  the 

civil  wars Prince  Lewis  called  over Death 

r 

and  characler  of  the  king. 

THE  noble  and  free  genius  of  the  ancients,  which  c  HA  P. 
made  the  government  of  a  fingle  perfon  be  al-  v»^-v^o 
ways  regarded  as  a  fpecies  of  tyranny  and  ufurpation,      n9c>. 
and  kept  themirom  forming  any  conception  of  a  ofC^rion 
legal  and  regular  monarchy,  had  rendered  them  en-  king, 
tirely  ignorant  both  of  the  rights  of  primogeniture 
and  a  reprefentation  in  fucceffion ;    inventions  fo  ne- 
ceilary  for  preferving  order  in  the  lines  of  princes, 
for  obviating  the  evils  of  civil  difcord  and  of  ufurpa- 
tion, and  for  begetting  moderation  in  that  fpecies  of 
government,  by  giving  fecurity  to  tiw  ruling  fove- 
reign.    Thefe  innovations  arofe  from  the  feudal  law  ; 
which,  firfl  introducing  the  right  of  primogeniture, 
made  fuch  a  diftinction  between  the  families  of  the 
elder  and  younger  brothers,    that  the  fon  of  the 
former  was  thought  .entitled  to  fucceed  to  his  grand- 
father, preferably  to  his  uncles,    though  nearer  al- 
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CHAP,  lied  to  the  deceafed  monarch.    But  though  this  pra- 
grefs  of  ideas  was  natural,  it  was    gradual.     In  the 
J*99-      aSe  °f  which  we  treat,  the  practice  of  reprefenta- 
tion  was  indeed  introduced,  but  not  thoroughly  efta- 
blifhed  ;  and  the  minds  of  men  fluctuated  between 
oppofite  principles.     Richard,  when  he  entered  on 
the   holy  war,    declared  his   nephew,  Arthur  duke 
of  Britanny,  his  fucceffor  ;  and  by  a  formal  deed,  he 
fet  afide,  in  his  favour,  the  title  of  his  brother  John, 
who  was  younger  than  Geoffrey,  the  father  of  that 
prince3.     But  John  fo  little  acquiefeed  in   that  def? 
tination,  that,  when  he  gained  th«  afcendant  in  the 
Englifh    miniftry,    by    expelling   Longchamp,    the 
chancellor,  and  great  jufticiary,  he  engaged  all  the 
Englifn  barons  to  fwear,  that  they  would   maintain 
his  right  of  fucceffion  ;  and  R  ichard,  on  his  return, 
took  no  fteps  towards  refloring  or  fecuring  the  order 
which  he  had  at  firft  eftablifhed.    He  was  even  care- 
ful, by  his  lad  will,    to  declare  his  brother  John 
heir  to  all  his  dominions  b ;    whether,  that  he  now 
thought  Arthur,  who  was  only  twelve  years  of  age, 
incapable    of    affertirig    his    claim    againft   John's 
faction,  or  was  influenced  by  Eleanor,  the  queen- 
mother,  who  hated  Conflantia,  mother  of  the  young 
duke,  and  who  dreaded  the  credit  which  that   prin- 
cefs  would  naturally  acquire  if  her  fon  mould  mount 
the  throne.     The  authority  of  a  teftament  was  great 
in  that  age,  even  where  the  fucceffion  of  a  kingdom 
was  concerned  ;   and  John  had  reafon  to  hope  that 
this  title,  joined  to  his  plaufible  right  in  other  re^ 
fpects.,  would  enfure  him   the  fucceffion.      But  the 
idea  of  representation  feems  to  have  made,  at  this 
time,  greater  progrefs  in  France  than  in  England  ; 
The  barons   of  the  tranfmarine  provinces,  Anjoua 
Maine,  and  Touraine,  immediately   declared  in  fa- 
vour of  Arthur's  title,  and  applied  for  affiftance  tq 
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the  French  monarch  as  their  fuperior  lord.  Philips  c  **.jA  p- 
who  defired  only  an  occafion  to  embarrafs  John,  and  y^^^^j 
difmember  his  dominions,  embraced  the  caufe  of  1199- 
the  young  duke  of  B.ritanny,  took  him  under  his  pro- 
tection, and  fent  him  to  Paris  to  be  educated,  along 
with  his  own  fon  Lewis c.  In  this  emergence,  John 
hailened  to  eitablifh  his  authority  in  the  chief  mem- 
bers of  the  monarchy ;  and  after  fending  Eleanor 
into  Poictou  and  Guienne,  where  her  right  was  in- 
conteftible,  and  was  readily  acknowledged,  he  hurried 
to  Rouen,  and  having  fecured  the  dutchy  of  Nor- 
mandy, he  paffed  over,  without  lefs  of  time,  to 
England.  Hubert  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  Wil- 
liam Marefchal,  earl  of  Strigul,  who  alfo  paries  by 
the  name  of  earl  of  Pembroke,  and  Geoffrey  Fitz- 
Peter  the  judiciary,  the  three  mod  favoured  mi- 
nifters  of  the  late  king,  were  already  engaged  on  his 
fide  d ;  and  the  fubmiffion  or  acquiefcence  of  all  the 
other  barons  put  him,  without  oppofition,  in  pof- 
feflion  of  the  throne. 

The  king  foon  returned  to  France,  in  order  to 
conduct  the  war  againft  Philip,  and  to  recover  the 
revolted  provinces  from  his  nephew  Arthur.  The 
alliances  which  Richard  had  formed  with  the  earl  of 
Flanders  %  and  other  potent  French  princes,  though 
they  had  not  been  very  effectual,  Pcill  fubfiiled,  and 
enabled  John  to  defend  himfelf  againft.  all  the  efforts 
of  his  enemy.  In  an  action  between  the  French  and 
Flemings,  the  elect  bifhop  of  Cambray  was  taken 
prifoner  by  the  former  ;  and  when  the  cardinal  of 
Capua  claimed  his  liberty,  Philip,  inftead  of  com- 
plying, reproached  him  with  the  weak  efforts  which 
he  had  employed  in  favour  of  the  bifhop  of  Beauvais, 
who  was  in  a  like  condition.  The  legate,  to  mew 
his  impartiality,  laid  at  the  fame  time  the  kingdom 
of  France  and  the  dutchy  of  Normandy  under  an  in- 

c  Hoveden,  p.  79a.  M.  Paris,  p.  137.  M.  Weft.  p.  263. 
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C  xiA  ?"  ter(^  5  an^  tne  two  kings  found  themfelves  obliged 
s^^J-v^j  to  make  an  exchange  of  thefe  military  prelates. 
1200  Nothing  enabled  the  king  to  bring  this  war  to 

a  happy  iifue  fo  much  as  the  felfifh  intriguing  cha- 
racter of  Philip,  who  acted  in  the  provinces  that  had 
declared  for  Arthur,  without  any  regard  to  the  in- 
terefls  of  that  prince.  Conftantia,  feized  with  a 
violent  jealoufy  that  he  intended  to  ufurp  the  entire 
dominion  of  them  f,  found  means  to  carry  off  her 
fon  fecretly  from  Paris  :  She  put  him  into  the  hands 
of  his  uncle  j  reftored  the  provinces  which  had  ad- 
hered to  the  young  prince ;  and  made  him  do  ho- 
mage for  the  dutchy  of  Britanny,  which  was  regarded 
as  a  rere-fief  of  Normandy.  From  this  incident, 
Philip  faw  that  he  could  not  hope  to  make  any  pro- 
gress againfi  John  ;  and  being  threatened  with  an 
interdict  on  account  of  his  irregular  divorce  from 
Ingelburga,  the  Danim  princefs  whom  he  had 
efpoufed,  he  became  defirous  of  concluding  a  peace 
with  England.  After  fome  fruitlefs  conferences, 
the  terms  were  at  laft  adjufted  ;  and  the  two  mo- 
narchs  feemed  in  this  treaty  to  have  an  intention 
befides  ending  the  prefent  quarrel,  of  preventing  all 
future  caufes  of  difcord,  and  of  obviating  every  con- 
troverfy  which  could  hereafter  arife  between  them. 
They  adjufted  the  limits  of  all  their  territories  ;  mu- 
tually fecured  the  interefts  of  their  vaffals ;  and,  to 
render  the  union  more  durable,  John  gave  his  niece, 
Blanche  of  Caitile,  in  marriage  to  prince  Lewis, 
Philip's  eldeft  fon,  and  with  her  the  baronies  of 
Ilfoudun  and  Gracai,  and  other  fiefs  in  Berri.  Nine 
barons  of  the  king  of  England,  and  as  many  of  the 
king  of  France,  were  guarantees  of  this  treaty  ;  and 
all  of  them  fwore,  that,  if  the  fovereign  violated 
any  article  of  it,  they  would  declare  themfelves 
againft  him,  and  embrace  the  cauie  of  the  injured 
monarch  g. 
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John,    now  fecure,  as  he  imagined,  on  the  fide  chap. 
of  France,    indulged   his  paffion  for  Ifabella,    the  ,    X'_J 
daughter   and  heir   of  Ay  mar  Taillefrer  count   of      iaoo. 
Angouleme,    a    lady  with  whom  he   had   become  Theking'a 
much  enamoured.     His  queen,  the   heirefs  of  the        r  ^" 
family  of  Gloucefter,  was  ftill  alive :    Ifabella  was 
married  to  the  count  de  la  Marche,  and  was  already 
configned  to  the  care  of  that  nobleman  ;  though,  by 
reafon  of  her  tender  years,    the  marriage  had  not 
been    confummated.     The   paffion   of  John   made 
him  overlook  all  thefe  obft acles  :   He  perfuaded  the 
count  of  Angouleme  to  carry  off  his  daughter  from 
her    huiband ;   and  having,    on  fome   pretence  or 
other,  procured  a  divorce  from  his  own  wife,    he 
efpoufed  Ifabella ;    regardlefs  both  of  the  menaces 
of  the  pope,  who  exclaimed  againfl  thefe  irregular 
proceedings,  and  of  the  refentment  of  the  injured 
count,  who  foon  found  means  of  punifhing  his  pow- 
erful and  infolent  rival. 

John  had  not  the  art  of  attaching  his  barons  ei-  iao«. 
ther  by  affection  or  by  fear.  The  count  de  la  Marche, 
and  his  brother  the  count  d'Eu,  taking  advantage  of 
the  general  difcontent  againfl  him,  excited  commo- 
tions in  Poictou  and  Normandy ;  and  obliged  the 
king  to  have  recourfe  to  arms,  in  order  to  fupprefs 
the  infurre&ion  of  his  vaffals.  He  fummoned  to- 
gether the  barons  of  England,  and  required  them 
to  pafs  the  fea  under  his  ftandard,  and  to  quell  the 
rebels :  He  found  that  he  poffeffed  as  little  autho- 
rity in  that  kingdom  as  in  his  tranfmarine  provinces. 
The  Englim  barons  unanimoufly  replied,  that  they 
would  not  attend  him  on  this  expedition,  unlefs  he 
would  promife  to  reftore  and  preferve  their  privi- 
leges h :  The  fir  (I  fymptom  of  a  regular  affociation 
and  plan  of  liberty  among  thofe  noblemen  !  But 
affairs  were  not  yet  fully  ripe  for  the  revolution  pro- 
jected.    John,  by  menacing  the  barons,  broke  the 

h  Anr.al.  Burton,  p.  %d%. 
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C  IU  P.  concert ;  and  both  engaged  many  of  them  to  follow 
^V,  him  into  Normandy,  and  obliged  the  reft,  who  Raid 

Tsoi.  behind,  to  pay  him  a  fcutage  of  two  marks  on  each 
knight's  fee,  as  the  price  of  their  exemption  from 
the  fervice. 

Tks  force  which  John  carried  abroad  with  him, 
and  that  which  joined  him  in  Normandy,  rendered 
|iim  much  fuperior  to  his  malcontent  barons ;  and 
ib  much  the  more  as  Philip  did  not  publicly  give 
them  any  countenance,  and  feemed  as  yet  deter- 
mined to  perfevere  fteadily  in  the  alliance  which  he 
had  contracted  with  England.  But  the  king,  elated 
.with  his  fuperiority,  advanced  claims  which  gave 
an  imiverfal  alarm  to  his  vailais,  and  diffufed  ftill 
wider  the  general  difccntent.  As  the  jurifprudence 
of  thofe  times  required,  that  the  caufes  in  the  lord's 
court  mould  chiefly  be  decided  by  duel,  he  carried 
along  with  him  certain  bravos,  whom  he  retained  as 
champions,  and  whom  he  deftined  to  fight  with  his 
.barons,  in  order  to  determine  any  controverfy  which 
he  might  raife  againft  them  [.  The  count  de  la 
jyiarche,  and  other  noblemen,  regarded  this  pro- 
ceeding as  an  affront,  as  well  as  an  injury  ;  and  de- 
clared, that  they  would  never  draw  their  fword 
.againft  men  of  fuch  inferior  quality.  The  king 
menaced  them,  with  vengeance  ;  but  he  had  not  vi- 
gour to  employ  againft  them  the  force  in  his  hands, 
or  to  profecute  the  injuftice,  by  crufhing  entirely  the 
nobles  who  oppofed  it. 

Wrrw?th        This   government,    equally  feeble  and  violent, 

Frame.  gave  the  injured  barons  courage  as  well  as  inclina- 
tion to  carry  farther  their  oppohtion :  They  ap- 
pealed to  the  king  of  France ;  complained  of  the 
denial  of  julf  ice  in  John's  court ;  demanded  redrefs 
from  him  as  their  fuperior  lord  ;  and  entreated  him 
to  employ  his  authority,  and  prevent  their  final  ruin 
and    opprefiion.     Philip    perceived   his  advantage, 
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opened  his  mind  to  great  projects,  interpofed  in  be- 
half of  the  French  barons,  and  began  to  talk  in  a 
high  and  menacing  ftyle  to  the  king  of  England. 
John,  who  could  not  difavow  Philip's  authority, 
replied,  that  it  belonged  to  himfeif  nrft  to  grant 
them  a  trial  by  their  peers  in  his  own  court ;  it  was 
not  till"  he  failed  in  this  duty,  that  he  was  an- 
fv/erable  to  .his  peers  in  the  fupreme  court  of  the 
French  king  k ;  and  he  promifed,  by  a  fair  and 
equitable  judicature,  to  give  fatisfa&ion  to  his  barons. 
When  the  nobles,  in  confequence  of  this  engage- 
ment, demanded  a  fafe condud,  that  they  might  at- 
tend his  court,  he  at  fir  ft  refufed  it ;  upon  the  re- 
newal of  Philip's  menaces,  he  promifed  to  grant  their 
demand ;  he  violated  this  promife ;  frelh  menaces 
extorted  from  him  a  promife  to  furrender  to  Philip 
the  fortrefles  of  Tillieres  and  Boutavant,  as  a  fecu- 
rity  for  performance  ;  he  again  violated  his  engage- 
ment ;  his  enemies,  fenfible  both  of  his  weaknefs 
and  want  of  faith,  combined  (till  clofer  in  the  refo- 
lution  of  pufhing  him  to  extremities  ;  and  a  new 
and  powerful  ally  foon  appeared  to  encourage  them 
in  their  invafion  of  this  odious  and  defpicable  go- 
vernment. 

The  young  duke  of  Britanny  who  was  now  rifing  1203 
to  man's  eftate,  fenfible  of  the  dangerous  character 
of  his  uncle,  determined  to  feek  both  his  fecufity 
and  elevation  by  an  union  with  Philip  and  the  mal- 
content barons.  He  joined  the  French  army,  which 
had  begun  hoftilities  againit  the  king  of  England  : 
He  was  received  with  great  marks  of  diftinction  by 
Philip;  was  knighted  by  him;  efpoufed  his  daughter 
Mary;  and  was  inverted  not  only  in  the  dutchy  of 
Britanny,  but  in  the  counties  of  Anjou  and  Maine, 
which  he  had  formerly  refigned  to  his  uncle  '.  Every 
attempt  fucceeded  with  the  allies.  Tillieres  and 
Boutavant  were  taken  by  Philip,  after  making    a 
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c  h  A  P.  feeble  defence :  Mortimar  and  Lyons  fell  into  his 
^^^^j  hands  almoft  without  refiftance.  That  prince  nexC 
izoj.  inverted  Gournai;  and  opening  the  fluices  of  a  lake 
which  lay  in  the  neighbourhood,  poured  fuch  a  tor- 
rent of  water  into  the  place  that  the  garrifon  de- 
ferted  it,  and  the  French  monarch,  without  ftriking 
a  blow,  made  himfelf  mailer  of  that  important 
fortrefs.  The  progrefs  of  the  French  arms  was 
rapid,  and  promifed  more  confiderable  fuccefs  than 
ufually  in  that  age  attended  military  enterprifes. 
In  aniwer  to  every  advance  which  the  king  made 
towards  peace,  Philip  (till  infilled,  that  he  mould 
refign  all  his  tranfmarine  dominions  to  his  nephew, 
and  reft  contented  with  the  kingdom  of  England ; 
when  an  event  happened,  which  feemed  to  turn  the 
fcales  in  favour  of  John,  and  to  give  him  a  decifive 
fuperlority  over  his  enemies. 

Young  Arthur,  fond  of  military  renown,  had 
broken  into  Poictou  at  the  head  of  a  fmall  army  ; 
and  palling  near  Mirabeau,  he  heard  that  his  grand- 
mother queen  Eleanor,  who  had  always  oppofed 
his  interells,  was  lodged  in  that  place,  and  was  pro- 
tected by  a  weak  garrifon  and  ruinous  fortifications  m. 
He  immediately  determined  to  lay  fiege  to  the  for- 
trefs, and  make  himfelf  marter  of  her  perfon:  But 
John,  roufed  from  his  indolence  by  fo  prerting  an 
cccafion,  collected  an  army  of  Englifh  and  Bra- 
bancons,  and  advanced  from  Normandy  with  hafty 
marches  to  the  relief  of  the  queen-mother.  He  fell 
on  Arthur's  camp  before  that  prince  was  aware  of 
the  danger ;  difperfed  his  army  ;  took  him  prifoner, 
together  with  the  count  de  la  Marche,  Geoffrey  de 
Lufignan,  and  the  moil  confiderable  of  the  revolted 
barons  ;  and  returned  in  triumph  to  Normandy  n. 
Philip,  who  was  lying  before  Arques  in  that  dutchy, 
raifed  the  fiege  and  retired,  upon  his  approach0. 
xftAuguft.  The  greater  part  of  the  prifoners  were  fent  over  to 
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England  ;  but  Arthur  was  fhut  up  in  the  caftle  of  C  H  A  p. 

ralaiie.  v^^-v-^j 

The  king  had  here  a  conference  with  his  nephew;  I20J. 
reprefented  to  him  the  folly  of  his  pretenfions  ;  and 
required  him  to  renounce  the  French  alliance,  which 
had  encouraged  him  to  live  in  a  Hate  of  enmity  with 
all  his  family:  But  the  brave,  though  imprudent 
youth,  rendered  more  haughty  from  misfortunes, 
maintained  the  juftice  of  his  caufe  ;  aiferted  his 
claim,  not  only  to  the  French  provinces,  but  to  the 
crown  of  England ;  and,  in  his  turn,  required  the 
king  to  reftore  the  fon  of  his  elder  brother  to  the 
poffemon  of  his  inheritance p.  John,  fenfible,  from 
thefe  fymptoms  of  fpirit,  that  the  young  prince, 
though  now  a  prifoner,  might  hereafter  prove  a 
dangerous  enemy,  determined  to  prevent  all  future 
peril  by  difpatching  his  nephew ;  and  Arthur  was  Murder  of 
never  more  heard  of.  The  circumftances  which  ^r,thurr 
attended  this  deed  of  darknefs  were,  no  doubt,  care-  Britannr. 
fully  concealed  by  the  actors,  and  are  varioufly  re- 
lated by  hiftorians :  But  the  moft  probable  account 
is  as  follows :  The  king,  it  is  faid,  firft  propofed  to 
William  de  la  Bray,  one  of  his  fervants,  to  difpatcli 
Arthur;  but  William  replied,  that  he  was  a  gen- 
tleman, not  a  hangman  ;  and  he  pofitiveiy  refufed 
compliance.  Another  inftrument  of  murder  was 
found,  and  was  difpatched  with  proper  orders  to 
Falaife;  but  Hubert  de  Bourg,  chamberlain  to  the 
king,  and  conftable  of  the  caftle,  feigning  that  he 
himfelf  would  execute  the  king's  mandate,  lent  back 
the  affaffin,  fpread  the  report  that  the  young  prince 
was  dead,  and  publicly  performed  all  the  ceremonies 
of  his  interment :  But  finding  that  the  Bretons 
vowed  revenge  for  the  murder,  and  that  all  the  re- 
volted barons  perfevered  more  obftinately  in  their 
rebellion,  he  thought  it  prudent  to  reveal  the  fecret, 
and  to  inform  the  world  that  the  duke  of  Britannv 

P  M.  Weft.  p.  264. 

was 


48  HISTORY    OF   ENGLAND* 

c  ii  A  p.  was  ftill  alive,  and  in  his  cuflody.  This  difcovery 
»  -  -. _/  proved  fatal  to  the  young  prince :  John  firft  re- 
lief, moved  him  to  the  cattle  of  Rouen ;  and  coming  iri 
a  boat,  during  the  night-time,  to  that  place,  com- 
manded Arthur  to  be  brought  forth  to  him.  The 
young  prince,  aware  of  his  danger,  and  now  more 
fubdued  by  the  continuance  of  his  misfortunes,  and 
by  the  approach  of  death,  threw  himfelf  on  his  knees 
before  his  uncle,  and  begged  for  mercy :  But  the 
barbarous  tyrant,  making  no  reply,  {tabbed  him 
with  his  own  hands ;  and  fattening  a  ilone  to  the 
dead  body,  threw  it  into  the  Seine. 

All  men  were  (truck  with  horror  at  this  inhuman 
deed  ;  and  from  that  moment  the  king,  detefted  by 
his  fubjects,   retained  a  very   precarious  authority 
over  both  the  people  and  the  barons  in  his  domi- 
nions.    The  Bretons,  enraged   at  this  difappoint- 
ment  in  their  fond   hopes,  waged  implacable  war 
againft  him  ;  and  fixing  the  fucceffion  of  their  go- 
vernment, put  themfelves  in  a  pofture  to  revenge 
the  murder  of  their  fovereign.     John  had  got  into 
his  power  his  niece,  Eleanor,  finer  to  Arthur,  com- 
monly called  the  Damfcl  of  Britanny  ;  and  carrying 
her  over  to  England,  detained  her  ever  after  in  cap- 
tivity q :  But  the  Bretons,  in  defpair  of  recovering 
this  princefs,    chofe  Alice  for   their  fovereign  j    a 
younger  daughter  of  Conftantia,  by  her  fecond  mar- 
riage with  Guy  de  Thouars ;  and  they  entrufted  the 
government  of  the  dutchy  to  that  nobleman.      The 
ftates  of  Britanny,  meanwhile,  carried  their  com- 
plaints before  Philip  as  their  liege  lord,  and   de- 
manded juftice  for  the  violence  committed  by  John 
on  the  perfon  of  Arthur,  fo  near  a  relation,  who, 
notwithftanding  the  homage  which  he  did  to  Nor- 
mandy, was  always   regarded  as  one  of  the   chief 
vaffals  of  the  crown.     Philip  received  their  appli- 
cation with  pleafure  j  fummoned  John  to  ftand  a 
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trial  before  him  ;  and  on  his  non-appearance  palfed  C  HA  p. 
fentence,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  peers,  upon  ._/v  ".  _, 
that  prince;  declared  him  guilty  of  felony  and  par-      J:c>. 
ricide ;  and  adjudged  him  to  forfeit  to  his  fuperior 
iord  all  his  feignories  and  fiefs  in  France r. 

The  king  of  France,  whofe  ambitious  and  active  The  king 
fpirit  had  been  hitherto  confined,  either  by  the  found  f^  the 
policy  of  Henry,  or  the  martial  genius  of  Richard,  F/ench 
feeing  now  the  opportunity  favourable  againft  this  Provmcc 
bafe  and  odious  prince,  embraced  the  project  of  ex- 
pelling the  Englifh,  or  rather  the  Englifh  king,  from 
France,  and  of  annexing  to  the  crown  fo  many  con- 
fiderable  fiefs,  which,  during  feveral  ages,  had  been 
difmembered  from  it.  Many  of  the  other  great 
vafials,  whofe  jealoufy  might  have  interpofed,  and 
have  obstructed  the  execution  of  this  project,  were 
not  at  prefent  in  a  fituation  to  oppofe  it ;  and  the 
reft  either  looked  on  with  indifference,  or  t>-ave  their 
affirtance  to  this  dangerous  aggrandizement  of  their 
fuperior  lord.  The  earls  of  Flanders  and  Blois 
were  engaged  in  the  holy  war :  The  count  of 
Champagne  was  an  infant,  and  under  the  guardian- 
fhip  of  Philip  :  The  dutchy  of  Britanny,  enraged 
at  the  murder  of  their  prince,  vigoroufly  promoted 
all  his  meafures  :  And  the  general  defection  of 
John's  vafials  made  every  enterprife  eafy  and  fuc- 
cefsful  againft  him.  Philip,  after  taking  feveral 
caflles  and  fortreffes  beyond  the  Loire,  which  he 
either  garrifoned  or  dismantled,  received  the  fub- 
miflions  of  the  count  Aleii9on,  who  deferred  John, 
and  delivered  up  all  the  places  under  his  command, 
to  the  French  :  Upon  which  Philip  broke  up  his 
camp,  in  order  to  give  the  troops  fome  repofe  after 
the  fatigues  of  the  campaign.  John,  fuddenly  col- 
lecting fome  forces,  laid  fiege  to  Alenfon ;  and 
Philip,  whofe  difperfed  army  could  not  be  brought 
together  in  time  to  fuccour  it,  law  himfelf  expofed 
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to  the  difgrace  of  fuffering  the  opp^efiion  of  hi3 
friend  and  confederate.  But  his  active  and  fertile 
1 203.  genius  found  an  expedient  againft  this  evil.  There- 
was  held  at  that  very  time  a  tournament  at  Moret, 
in  the  Gatinois ;  whither  all  the  chief  nobility  of 
France  and  the  neigbouring  countries  had  reforted, 
in  order  to  fignalize  their  prowefs  and  addrefs.  Philip 
prefented himfelf  before  them;  craved  their  affiftance 
in  his  diftrefs  ;  and  pointed  out  the  plains  of  Alen^on, 
as  the  mod  honourable  field  in  which  they  could  dif- 
play  their  generofity  and  martial  fpirit.  Thofe  va-! 
lorous  knig&ts,  vcytved,  that  they  would  take  venge- 
ance on  the  bafe  parricide,  the  ftain  of  arms  and  of 
chivalry  ;  and  putting  themfelves,  with  all  their  re- 
tinue, under  the  command  of  Philip,  inflantly 
marched  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Alenfon.  John,  hear-* 
ing  of  their  approach,  fled  from  before  the  place  5 
and  in  the  hurry  abandoned  all  his  tents,  machines^ 
and  baggage,  to  the  enemy. 

This  feeble  effort  was  the  laft  exploit  of  that 
jfothful  and  cowardly  prince  for  the  defence  of  his 
dominions.  He  thenceforth  remained  in  total  in- 
activity at  Roiien  ;  paffing  all  his  time,  with  his 
young  wife,  in  paftimes  and  amufements,  as  if  his 
ftate  had  been  in  the  mod  profound  tranquillity,  or 
his  affairs  in  the  mod;  profperous  condition.  If  he 
ever  mentioned  war,  it  was  only  to  give  himfelf 
vaunting  airs,  which,  in  the  eyes  of  all  men,  ren- 
dered him  ftill  more  defpicable  and  ridiculous.  Let 
■the  French  go  &n,  faid  he,  /  will  retake  in  a  day 
what  it  has  coji  them  years  t&  acquire  s.  His  ftupi- 
dity  and  indolence  appeared  fo  extraordinary,  that 
£he  people  endeavoured  to  account  for  the  infatu- 
ation by  forcery,  and  believed  that  he  was  thrown 
into  this  lethargy  by  fome  magic  or  witchcraft. 
The  Engliih  barons,  finding  that  their  time  was 
walled    to  no   purpofe,  and  that  they  mull  fuffer 
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the  difgrace-of  feeing,  without  refinance,  the  pro-  CHAP. 
grefs  of  the  French  arms,  withdrew  from  their  co-         \~^j 
lours,  and  fecretly  returned  to  their  own  country^      jjt^ 
No  one  thought  of  defending  a  man,  who  fe  .ned 
to  have  deferted  himfelf ;  and  his  fubjects  regarded 
his  fate  with  the  fame  indifference,  co  which,  in 
this  preffing  exigency,  they  faW  him  totally  aban* 
doned. 

John,  while  he  neglected  all  domedic  refources, 
had  the  meannefs  to  betake  himfelf  to  a  foreign 
power,  whofe  protection  he  claimed  :  He  applied 
to  the  pope,  Innocent  III.  and  untreated  him  to 
interpofe  his  authority  between  him  and  the  French 
monarch.  Innocent,  pleafed  with  any  occafion  or 
exerting  his  fuperiority,  fent  Philip  orders  to  flop 
the  progrefs  of  his  arms,  and  to  make  peace  with 
the  king  of  England.  But  the  French  barons  re- 
ceived the  meifage  with  indignation  ;  difel aimed  the 
temporal  authority  affumed  by  the  pontiff;  and 
vowed,  that  they  would,  to  the  uttermoft,  afliit 
their  prince  againtt  all  his  enemies:  Philip,  fecond- 
ing  their  ardour,  proceeded,  inflead  of  obeying  the 
pope's  envoys,  to  lay  fiege  to  Chateau  Gail  lard,  the 
moll  confiderable  fortrefs  which  remained  to  guard 
the  frontiers  of  Normandy. 

Chateau  Gaillard  was  fituated  partly  on  an  ifland  1204. 
in  the  river  Seine,  partly  on  a  rock  oppofite  to  it  5 
and  was  fecured  by  every  advantage  which  either 
art  or  nature  could  bellow  upon  it.  The  late  king, 
having  call  his  eye  on  this  favourable  fituation,  had 
fpared  no  labour  or  expence  in  fortifying  it ;  and 
it  was  defended  by  Roger  de  Laci..  conitable  of 
Chefter,  a  determined  officer,  at  the  head  of  a  nu- 
merous garrifon.  Philip,  who  defpaired  of  taking 
the  place  by  force,  piupofed  to  reduce  it  by  fa- 
mine ;  and   that  he    might  cut  off  its  communi- 
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cation  with  the  neighbouring  country,  he  threw  a 
bridge  acrofs  the  Seine,  while  he  himfelf  with  his 
ii04.  army  blockaded  it  by  land.  The  earl  of  Pem- 
broke, the  man  of  greateil  vigour  and  capacity  in 
the  Englifh  court,  formed  a  plan  for  breaking 
through  the  French  entrenchments,  and  throwing 
relief  into  the  place.  He  carried  with  him  an 
army  of  4000  infantry  and  3000  cavalry,  and  fud- 
denly  attacked,  with  great  fuccefs,  Philip's  camp 
in  the  night-time ;  having  left  orders,  that  a  fleet 
of  feventy  flat-bottomed  vefTels  fhould  fail  up  the 
Seine,  and  fall  at  the  fame  inftant  on  the  bridge. 
But  the  wind  and  the  current  of  the  river,  by  re- 
tarding the  vefTels,  difconcerted  this  plan  of  opera- 
tions ;  and  it  was  morning  before  the  fleet  ap- 
peared ;  when  Pembroke,  though  fuccefsful  in  the 
beginning  of  the  action,  was  already  repulfed  with 
confiderable  lofs,  and  the  king  of  France  had  lei- 
fure  to  defend  himfelf  againff.  thefe  new  affailants, 
who  alio  met  with  a  repulfe.  After  this  misfortune, 
John  made  no  farther  efforts  for  the  relief  of  Cha- 
teau Gaillard  ;  and  Philip  had  all  the  leifure  requi- 
fite  for  conducting  and  finishing  the  fiege.  Roger 
de  Laci  defended  himfelf  for  a  twelvemonth  with 
great  obflinacy  ;  and  having  bravely  repelled  every 
attack,  and  patiently  borne  all  the  hardfhips  of  fa- 
mine, he  was  at  laft  overpowered  by  a  fudden  affault 
in  the  night-time,  and  made  prifoner  of  war,  with  his 
garrifon u.  Philip,  who  knew  how  to  refpect  valour 
even  in  an  enemy,  treated  him  with  civility,  and  gave 
him  the  whole  city  of  Paris  for  the  place  of  his  con- 
finement. 

When  this  bulwark  of  Normandy  was  once  fub- 
dued,  all  the  province  lay  open  to  the  inroads  of 
Philip  ;  and  the  king  of  England  defpaired  of  be- 
ing any  longer  able  to  defend  it.     He  fecretly  pre- 
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pared  veffels  for  a  fcandalous  flight ;   and  that  the  c  ha  p. 
Normans  might   no  longer  doubt  of  his  resolution  y^J^rmmj 
to  abandon  them,    he  ordered  the  fortifications  of     1204.. 
Pont    de    i'Arche,     Moulineaux,     and    Montfort 
PAmauri  to  be  demolifhed.     Not  daring  to  repofe 
confidence  in  any  of  his  barons,  whom  he  believed 
to  be  univerfaily  engaged  in  a  confpiracy  againft 
him,  he  entrufled  the  government  of  the  province 
to  Arenas  Martin  and  Lupicaire,    two   mercenary 
Brabancons,    whom  he  had  retained  in  his  fervice. 
Philip,    now  fecure  of  his  prey,    pufhed  his  con- 
quefts  with  vigour  and  fuccefs  againft.  the  difmayed 
Normans.      Falaife  was   firft   befieged  ;    and  Lupi- 
caire, who  commanded  in  this  impregnable  fortrefs, 
after  furrendering  the  place,  inlifted  himfelf  with 
his  troops  in   the  fervice  of  Philip,  and  carried  on 
hoftilities  againft  his  ancient  mailer.     Caen,  Cou- 
tance,  Seez,   Evreux,    Baieux,    foon  fell   into  the 
hands  of  the  French  monarch,    and  all  the  lower 
Normandy  was  reduced  under  his  dominion.     To 
forward  his  enterprifes  on  the  other  divihon  of  the 
province,  Gui  de  Thouars,  at  the  head  of  the  Bre- 
tons, broke  into  the  territory,  and  took  Mount  St. 
Michael,  Avranches,  and  all  the  other  fortreifes  in 
that  neighbourhood.      The  Normans,    who  abhor- 
red the  French  yoke,  and  who  would  have  defended 
thcmfelves  to  the  laft  extremity  if  their  prince  had 
appeared  to  conduct  them,  found  no  refource  but  in 
fubmifiion  ;   and  every  city  opened  its  gates  as  foon 
as  Philip  appeared  before  it.      Roiien  alone,  Arques,      laoj. 
and  Verneiiil,  determined  to  maintain  their  liberties  ; 
and  formed  a  confederacy  for  mutual  defence.     Phi- 
lip began   with  the   liege  of  Roiien  :    The  inhabit- 
ants were  (o  inflamed  with  hatred  to  France,   that, 
on  the  appearance  of  his  army,  they  fell  on  all  the 
natives  of  that  country,    whom   they   found  within 
their  walls,  and  put  them  to  death.     But  after  the 
French  king  had  begun  his  operations  with  meeds, 
and  had  ta^en  fame  of  their  outworks,  the  citizens, 
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CHAP,  feeing   no  refcurce,  offered  to  capitulate;  and  de* 

manded  only  thirty  days  to  advertife  their  prince  of 

I3o5       their  danger,    and  to  require  fuecours  againfl  the 

ift  June,  enemy.  Upon  the  expiration  of  the  term,  as  no 
fupply  had  arrived,  they  opened  their  gates  to  Phi- 
lip w  ;  and  the  whole  province  foon  after  imitated 
the  example,  and  fubmitted  to  the  victor.  Thus 
was  this  important  territory  re-united  to  the  crown 
of  France,  about  three  centuries  after  the  ceffion  of 
it  by  Charles  the  Simple  to  Rollo,  the  firil  duke : 
And  the  Normans,  fenfible  that  this  conquer!  was 
probably  final,  demanded  the  privilege  of  being 
governed  by  French  laws ;  which  Philip,  making 
a  few  alterations  on  the  ancient  Norman  cufloms, 
readily  granted  them.  But  the  French  monarch 
had  too  much  ambition  and  genius  to  flop  in  his 
prefent  career  of  fuccefs.  He  carried  his  victorious 
army  into  the  wefiern  provinces ;  foon  reduced  An- 
jou,  Maine,  Touraine,  and  part  of  Poictou  x ;  and 
in  this  manner,  the  French  crown,  during  the  reign 
of  one  able  and  active  prince,  received  fuch  an  ac- 
ceilion  of  power  and  grandeur,  as,  in  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  things,  it  would  have  required  feveral  ages 
to  attain. 

John,  on  his  arrival  in  England,  that  he  might 
cover  the  difgrace  of  his  own  conduct,  exclaimed 
loudly  againft  his  barons,  who,  he  pretended,  had 
deferted  his  ftandard  in  Normandy ;  and  he  arbi- 
trarily extorted  from  them  a  feventh  of  all  their 
moveables,  as  a  punifhmcnt  for  the  offence7.  Scon 
after  he  forced  them  to  grant  him  a  fcutage  of  two 
marks  and  a  half  on  each  knight's  fee  for  an  exper 
dition  into  Normandy  ;  but  he  did  not  attempt  to 
execute  the  fervice  for  which  he  pretended  to  exact 
ft.  Next  year  he  iiirnmoned  all  the  barons  of  his 
realm  to  attend  him  on  his  foreign  expedition,  and 
collected  fhips  from  all  the  fea-ports ;    but  meeting 
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with  oppofkion  from,  fome  of  his  rninifters,  and  chap. 
abandoning  his  defign,  he  difmuTed  both  fleet  and  XI- 
army,  and  then  renewed  his  exclamations  againft  ti0ft 
the  barons  for  defening  him.  He  next  put  to  fea 
with  a  fmall  army,  and  his  fubjects  believed,  that 
he  was  refolved  to  expofe  himfelf  to  the  iitmoft  ha- 
zard for  the  defence  and  recovery  of  his  dominions  : 
But  they  were  furprifed,  after  a  few  days,  to  fee 
him  return  again  into  harbour,  without  attempting 
any  thing,  in  the  fubfequent  feafon,  he  had  the  **°fc 
courage  to  carry  his  hoftile  meafures  a  ilep  farther. 
Gui  de  Thouars,  who  governed  Britanny,  jealous  of 
the  rapid  progrefs  made  by  his  ally,  the  French  king, 
promifed  to  join  the  king  of  England  with  all  his 
forces ;  and  John  ventured  abroad  with  a  confider* 
able  army,  and  landed  at  Rochelle.  He  marched 
to  Angers ;  which  he  took  and  reduced  to  ames-  But 
the  approach  of  Philip  with  an  aimy  threw  him  into 
a  panic  5  and  he  immediately  made  propofals  for 
peace,  and  fixed  a  place  of  interview  with  his  enemy  : 
But  inftead  of  keeping  this  engagement,  he  ftole  off 
with  his  army,  embarked  at  Rochelle,  and  returned, 
loaded  with  new  fhame  and  difgrace,  into  England. 
The  mediation  of  the  pope  procured  him  at  lafl  a 
truce  for  two  years  with  the  French  monarch  z ; 
afmoft  all  the  tranfmarine  provinces  were  raviihed 
from  him  ;  and  his  Englifh  barons,  though  haraffed 
with  arbitrary  taxes  and  fruit lefs  expeditions,  faw 
themfelves  and  their  country  baf&ed  and  affronted  in 
every  enterprife. 

In  an  age  when  perfonal  valour  was  regarded  as 
the  chief  accomplifhment,  fuch  conduct  as  that  of 
John,  always  difgraceful,  mult  be  expofed  to  pecu- 
liar contempt  ;  and  he  mult  thenceforth  have  ex- 
pected to  rule  his  turbulent  vafials  with  a  very 
doubtful  authority.  But  the  government  exer- 
cifed  by   the  Norman  princes  had  wound  up  the 
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chap,  royal  power  to  fo  high  a  pitch,    and  fo  much  be- 
»^~L,  yond  the  ufual  tenour  of  the  feudal  conftitutions, 
I2o6-      that  it  (till  behoved  him  to  be  debafed  by  new  af- 
fronts and  difgraces,  ere  his  barons  could  entertain 
the  view  of  confpiring  againft  him,  in  order  to  re- 
trench   his    prerogatives.     The   church,    which,  at 
that  time,  declined  not  a  contefl  with  the  moil  pow- 
erful and  moft  vigorous  monarchs,  took  firft  advan- 
tage of  John's  imbecility ;    and,  with  the  mod  ag- 
gravating circumftances  of  infolence  and  fcorn,  fixed 
her  voke  upon  him. 
3:07.  The  papal  chair  was  then  filled  by  Innocent  III. 

who,    having   attained  that   dignity   at   the  age  of 
thirty-feven  years,  and  being  endowed  with  a  lofty 
Theking's  and  enterprifing  genius,  gave  full  fcope  to  his  am- 
qinnd       bition,  and  attempted,    perhaps  more  openly  than 
court  of      any  of  his  predecefibrs,  to   convert   that  fuperiority 
France.       which  was  yielded  him  by  all  the  European  princes, 
into  a  real  dominion  over  them.     The  hierarchy, 
protected  by  the  Roman  pontiff,    had  already  car- 
ried to  an  enormous  height  its  ufurpations  upon  the 
civil  power )    but  in  order  to  extend  them  farther, 
and  render  them   ufeful  to  the  court  of  Rome,  it 
was -neceflary  to  reduce  the  ecclefiaftics  themfelves 
under  an  abfolute  monarchy,    and   to   make  them 
entirely  dependent   on   their  fpiritual  leader.     For 
this    purpofe,    Innocent   firft    attempted   to   impofe 
taxes  at  pleafure  upon  the  clergy,    and  in   the  firft 
vear   of  this  century,    taking  advantage  of  the  po- 
pular frenzy  for  crulades,  he  fent  collectors  over  all 
Europe,  who  levied,  by  his  authority,  the  fortieth 
of  all   ecclefiaftical   revenues  for  the  relief  of  the 
Holy  Land,  and  received   the   voluntary  contribu- 
tions   of  the  laity  to  a  like  amount  %     The  fame 
year  Hubert,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  attempted 
another  innovation,  favourable  to  ecclefiaftical  and 
papal  power  :  In  the  king's  abfence,  he  fummoned, 
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by  his  legantme  authority,  a  fynod  of  all  the  Eng- 
lish clergy,  contrary  to  the  inhibition  of  Geoffrey 
Fitz-Peter,  the  chief  judiciary;  and  no  proper  J2C7 
cenfure  was  ever  paffed  on  this  encroachment,  the 
nrft  of  the  kind,  upon  the  royal  power.  But  a  fa- 
vourable incident  ibon  after  happened,  which  en- 
abled fo  afpiring  a  pontiff  as  Innocent  to  extend  ftill 
farther  his  usurpations  on  fo  contemptible  a  prince 
as  John,, 

Hubert,  the  primate,  died  in  1205  ;  and  as  the 
monks   or  canons    of  Chrift- church,    Canterbury, 
poffelfed  a  right  of  voting  in  the  election  of  their 
archbifhop,  iome  of  the  juniors  of  the  order,  who 
lay  in  wait  for  that  event,  met  clandeftinely  the  very 
night  of  Hubert's   death;    and  without  any  conge 
d'elire  from   the  king,  chofe  Reginald,  their  fub- 
prior,  for  the  fucceffor  ;  inftalled    him  in  the  archi- 
epifcopal  throne  before  midnight ;  and,  having  en- 
joined  him   the  ft.rict.eft.  fecrecy,    fent    him  imme- 
diately to  Rome,  in  order  to  folicit  the  confirma- 
tion of  his  ele&ion  b.     The  vanity  of  Reginald  pre- 
vailed over  his  prudence  ;   and  he  no  fooner  arrived 
in  Flanders,  than  he  revealed  to  every  one  the  pur- 
pofe  of  his  journey,  which  was  immediately  known 
in  England  c.     The  king  was  enraged   at  the  no-' 
velty  and  temerity  of  the  attempt,  in  filling  fo  im- 
portant an  office  without  his  knowledge  or  confent : 
The  iuffragan    bifhops   of  Canterbury,    who   were 
accuftorned   to  concur  in  the   choice  of  their  pri- 
mate, were  no  lefs  difpleafed  at  the  exclufion  given 
them  in  this  election  :   The  fenior.  monks  of  Chrili-  . 
church  were  injured   by  the  irregular  proceedings 
of  their  juniors  :  The  juniors  themfelves,  aihamed 
of  their  conduct,  and  dilgulfed  with  the  levity  of 
Reginald,    who  had   broken   his  engagements  with 
them,  were  willing  to  fee  afide  his  election  d :    And 
all  men  concurred  in  the  defign  of  remedying  the 

b  M.Pais.  p.  148.    M  Weft.  p.  2^6.  c  Ibid, 
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c  fa  ?.  falfe  meafures  which  had  been  taken.  But  as  Tohft 
knew  that  this  affair  would  be  canvaffed  before  a  fu» 
perior  tribunal,  where  the  interpofition  of  royal  an- 
thority  of  bellowing  ecclefiaftical  benefices  was  very 
invidious  ;  where  even  the  caufe  of  fuffragan  bifhops 
was  not  fo  favourable  as  that  of  monks ;  he  deter- 
mined to  make  the  new  election  entirely  unexcep- 
tionable :  He  fubmitted  the  affair  wholly  to  the  ca- 
nons of  Ckriil-church  ;  and  departing  from  the  right 
claimed  by  his  predeceffors,  ventured  no  farther  than 
to  inform  them  privately,  that  they  would  do  him 
an  acceptable  fervice  if  they  chofe  John  de  Gray, 
bifhop  of  Norwich,  for  their  primate6.  The  election 
of  that  prelate  was  accordingly  made  without  a  con- 
tradictory vote  ;  and  the  king,  to  obviate  all  con- 
tents, endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  fuffragan  bifhops 
not  to  infill  on  their  claim  of  concurring  in  the  elec- 
tion :  But  thofe  prelates,  perfevering  in  their  pre- 
tentions, fent  an  agent  to  maintain  their  caufe  before 
Innocent ;  while  the  king,  and  the  convent  of  ChrifU 
church,  difpatched  twelve  monks  of  that  order  to 
fupport,  before  the  fame  tribunal,  the  election  of 
the  biihop  of  Norwich. 

Thus  there  lay  three  different  claims  before  the 
pope,  whom  all  parties  allowed  to  be  the  fupreme 
arbiter  in  the  conteft.  The  claim  of  the  fuffra- 
gans,  being  fo  op-polite  to  the  ufual  maxims  of  the 
papal  court,  was  fpoii  fet  afide  :  The  eleclion  of 
Reginald  was  fo  obviouily  fraudulent  and  irregular, 
that  there  was  no  pciiibility  of  defending  it :  But 
Innocent  maintained,  that  though  this  eleclion  was 
null  and  invalid,  it  ought  previoufiy  to  have  been 
declared  fuch  by  the  fovereign  pontiff,  before  the 
monks  could  proceed  to  a  new  eleclion  ;  and  that 
the  choice  of  the  biihop  of  Norwich  was  of  courfe 
as  uncanonical  as  that  of  his  competitor  r.     Advan- 

e  M.  Piiris,  p.  T40.    M.  "Weft,  p  266.  f  M.  Fan's,  p.  155. 
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tage  was  therefore  taken  of  this  fubtlety  for  intro-  ch\P. 
ducing  a  precedent,  by  which  the  fee  of  Canterbury,       XL 
the  moll  important  dignity  in  the  church  after  the    "71^ 
papal  throne,  mould  ever  after  be  at  the  difpofal  of 
the  court  of  Rome. 

While  the  pope  maintained  fo  many  fierce  con- 
tefts,  in  order  to  wrefl  from   princes  the  right  of 
granting  inveflitureg,   and  to  exclude  laymen  from 
all  authority  in  conferring  ecclefiaftical  benefices,  he 
was  fupported  by  the  united  influence  of  the  clergy, 
who,  afpiring  to  independence,  fought,  with  all  the 
ardour  of  ambition,  and  all  the  zeal  of  fuperftition, 
under  his  facred  banners.     But  no  fooner  was  this 
point,  after  a  great  effufion  of  blood  and  the  con- 
vulfions  of  many  dates,  eftablifhed  in  fome  tolerable 
degree,    than   the  victorious   leader,    as   is  ufual, 
turned  his  arms  againfl  his  own  community,  and 
afpired  to  centre  all  power  in  his  perfon.     By  the 
invention  of  referves,  provisions,  commendams,  and 
other  devices,  the  pope  gradually  anumed  the  right 
of  filling  vacant  benefices  ;  and  the  plenitude  of  his 
apoftolic  power,  which  was  not  fubject  to  any  limi- 
tations, fupplied  all  defects  of  title  in  the  perfon  on, 
whom  he  bellowed  preferment.     The  canons  which 
regulated  elections  were  purpofely  rendered  intri- 
cate and  involved  :    Frequent  difputes  arofe  among 
candidates  :     Appeals    were   every   day  carried   to 
Rome  :    The  apoftolic  fee,  befides  reaping   pecu- 
niary advantages  from  thefe  contefls,  often  exercifed 
the  power  of  letting  afide  both  the  litigants,  and  on 
pretence  of  appeafmg  fatlion,   nominated  a  third 
perfon,  who  might  be  more  acceptable  to  the  con- 
tending parties. 

The  prefent  controverfy  about  the  election  to 
the  fee  of  Canterbury  afforded  Innocent  an  oppor- 
tunity of  claiming  this  right ;  and  he  failed  not  to 
perceive  and  avail  himfelf  of  the  advantage.  He 
lent  for  the  twelve  monks  deputed  by  the  convent 
Xq  maintain  the  caufe  of  the  bifnop   of  Norwich  ; 

and 
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and-  commanded   them,  under  the  penalty  of  ex- 
communication, to  choofe  for  their  primate,  cardi- 
nal Langton,  an  Englifhman  by  birth,  but  educated 
Cardinal     in  France,  and  connected,   by  his  intereft  and  at- 
^nnSni'r.i    tachments,  with  the  fee  of  Rome  s.    In  vain  did  the 
archbi-       monks  reprefent,  that  they  had  received  from  their 
Crltc         convent  no  authority  for  this  purpofe  ;  that  an  elec- 
bury.         tion,  without  a  previous  writ  from  the  king,  would 
be  deemed   highly  irregular ;    and  that  they  were 
merely  agents  for  another  perfon,  whofe  right  they 
had  no  power  or  pretence  to  abandon.     None  of 
them  had  the  courage  to  perfevere  in  this  oppofition, 
except  one,  Elias  de  Brantefield  :  All  the  reft,  over- 
come by  the  menaces  and  authority  of  the  pope, 
complied  with  his  orders,  and  made  the  election  re- 
auired  of  them. 

JL 

Innocent,  fenhble  that  this  flagrant  ufurpation 
would  be  highly  refented  by  the  court  of  England, 
wrote  John  a  mollifying  letter  ;  fent  him  four  golden 
rings  fet  with  precious  (tones ;  and  endeavoured  to 
enhance  the  value  of  the  prefent,  by  informing  him 
of  the  many  myfteries  implied  in  it.  He  begged 
him  to  confider  ferioufly  the  form  of  the  rings,  their 
number,  their  matter,  and  their  colour.  Their 
form,  he  faid,  being  round,  fhadowed  out  Eter- 
nity, which  had  neither  beginning  nor  end ;  and 
he  ought  thence  to  learn  his  duty  of  afpiring  from 
earthly  objects  to  heavenly,  from  things  temporal 
to  things  eternal.  The  number  four,  beimr  a 
fquare,  denoted  fteadinefs  of  mind,  not  to  be  iub- 
verted  either  by  adverfity  or  profperity,  fixed  for 
ever  on  the  firm  bafis  of  the  four  cardinal  virtues. 
Gold,  which  is  the  matter,  being  the  molt  precious 
of  metals,  fignified  Wifdom,  which  is  the  moft  va- 
luable of  all  accompliiliments,  and  juftly  preferred 
by  Solomon  to  riches,  power,  and  all  exterior  at- 
tainments. The  blue  colour  of  the  faphire  repre- 
ss M.  Paris,  p.  15J-,  Ann.  Waverl.  p.  169.  VA  iteming,  p.  553. 
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fented  Faith  ;  the  verdure  of  the  emerald,  Hope  ;  chap. 
the  rednefs  of  the  ruby,  Charity  ;  and  the  fplendour 
of  the  topaz,  Good  Works ".  By  thefe  conceits, 
Innocent  endeavoured  to  repay  John  for  one  of  the 
mofl  important  prerogatives  of  his  crown,  which 
he  had  ravifhed  from  him ;  conceits  probably  ad- 
mired by  Innocent  himfelf:  For  it  is  eafily  poffible 
for  a  man,  efpecially  in  a  barbarous  age,  to  unite 
ftrong  talents  for  bufinefs  with  an  abfurd  tafte  for 
literature  and  the  arts. 

John  was  inflamed  with  the  utmofl  rage  when  he 
heard  of  this  attempt  of  the  court  of  Rome [ ,    and 
he  immediately  vented  his  paffion  on  the  monks  of 
Chrift-church,  whom  he  found  inclined  to  fupport 
the  election  made  by  their  fellows  at  Rome.     He 
fent  Fulke  de  Cantelupe  and  Henry  de  Cornhulle, 
two  knights  of  his  retinue,   men  of  violent  tempers 
and  rude  manners,  to  expel  them  the  convent,  and 
take   poifemon  of  their  revenues.     Thefe  knights 
entered   the  monaftery  with  drawn  fwords,    com- 
manded  the  prior  and  the  monks  to  depart   the 
kingdom,  and  menaced  them,   that  in  cafe  of  dis- 
obedience,   they  would   inftantly  burn   them  with 
the  convent k.     Innocent  prognosticating,  from  the 
violence  and  imprudence  of  thefe  meafures,    that 
John  would  finally  fink  in  the  conteil,    perfevered 
the  more  vieroroufly  in  his  pretentions,  and  exhorted 
the   king  not  to  oppofe  God  and  the  church  any 
longer,    nor  to  proiecute   that  caufe  for  which  the 
holy  martyr  St.  Thomas  had  facrificed  his  life,   and 
which  had  exalted  him  equal  to  the  higheft  faints 
in  heaven ' :  A  clear  hint  to  John  to  profit  by  the 
example  of  his  father,   and  to  remember  the  preju- 
dices and  efliablifhed  principles  of  his  fubjetts,  who 
bore  a  profound  veneration  to  that  martyr,    and  re- 

h   Rymer,  vol.  i.  p.  139      M.  Paris,  p.  155.  *  Rymer, 
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c  Sff  p'  garded  his  merits  as  the  fubject  of  their  chief  glory 

s^L^j  and  exultation. 
1107.  Innocent,  finding  that  John  was  not  fufficiently 

tamed  to  fubmifiion,  fent  three  pi  elates,  thebifhops 
of  London,  E!y,  and  Worcefter,  to  intimate  that 
if  he  perfeve:  2d  in  his  difobedience,  the  fovereign 
pontiff  woul  be  obliged  to  lay  the  kingdom  under 
an  interdict n.  All  the  other  prelates  threw  them- 
felves  on  their  knees  before  him,  and  entreated  him, 
with  tears  in  their  eyes,  to  prevent  the  fcandal  of 
this  fentence,  by  making  a  fpeedy  fubmifiion  to  his 
fpiritual  father,  by  receiving  from  his  hands  the 
new-elected  primate,  and  by  reftoring  the  monks 
of  Chrift-church  to  all  their  rights  and  poffeffions. 
He  burfl  out  into  the  mofl  indecent  invectives 
againfl  the  prelates ;  fwore  by  God's  teeth,  (his  ufual 
oath,)  that  if  the  pope  prefumed  to  lay  his  kingdom 
under  an  interdict,  he  would  fend  to  him  all  the 
bifhops  and  clergy  in  England,  and  would  confif- 
cate  all  their  eflates  ;  and  threatened,  that  if  thence- 
forth he  caught  any  Romans  in  his  dominions,  he 
would  put  out  their  eyes  and  cut  off  their  nofes,  in 
order  to  fet  a  mark  upon  them  which  might  diflin- 
guifh  them  from  all  other  nations".  Amidft  all 
this  idle  violence,  John  flood  on  fuch  bad  terms 
with  his  nobility,  that  he  never  dared  to  affemble 
the  flates  of  the  kingdom,  who,  in  fo  juft  a  caufe, 
would  probably  have  adhered  to  any  other  monarch, 
and  have  defended  with  vigour  the  liberties  of  the 
nation  againfl  thefe  palpable  ufurpations  of  the  court 

Interdict     of   Rome.      Innocent,    therefore,    perceiving     the 

binLw  king's  weaknefs,  fulminated  at  lafl  the  fentence  cf 
interdict,  which  he  had  for  fome  time  held  fufpend- 
ed  over  him  °. 

The  fentence  of  interdict  was  at  that  time  the 
great  inftrument  of  vengeance  and  policy  employed 
bv  the  court  of  Rome ;  was  denounced  againfl  fo~ 

m  M.  Psris,  p.  1ST*  «>  Ibid.  o  Ibid.     Trivet, 
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vereisrns  for  the  lighter!  offences ;  and  made  the  C  K  a  p. 
guilt  of  one  perfon  involve  the  rum  of  millions, 
even  in  their  fpiritual  and  eternal  welfare.  The 
execution  of  it  was  calculated  to  ftrike  the  fenfes  in 
the  higher!  degree,  and  to  operate  with  irrefiitible 
force  on  the  fuperftitious  minds  of  the  people.  The 
nation  was  of  a  fudden  deprived  of  all  exterior  exer- 
cife  of  its  religion :  The  altars  were  defpoiled  of 
their  ornaments :  The  croffes,  the  reliques,  the 
images,  the  flatues  of  the  faints,  were  laid  on  the 
ground;  and,  as  if  the  air  itfelf  were  profaned,  and 
might  pollute  them  by  its  contact,  the  prieils  care- 
fully covered  them  up,  even  from  their  own  ap- 
proach and  veneration.  The  ufe  of  bells  entirely 
ceafed  in  all  the  churches :  The  bells  themfelves 
were  removed  from  the  fleeples,  and  laid  on  the 
ground  with  the  other  facred  uten'fili.  Mafs  was 
celebrated  with  fhut  doors,  and  none  but  the  prieds 
were  admitted  to  that  holy  inftitutian.  The  laity 
partook  of  no  religious  rite,  except  Baptifm  to  new- 
born infants,  and  the  communion  to  the  dying : 
The  dead  were  not  interred  in  confecrated  ground  : 
They  were  thrown  into  ditches,  or  buried  in  com- 
mon fields  j  and  their  obfequies  were  not  attended 
with  prayers  or  any  hallowed  ceremony.  Mar- 
riage was  celebrated  in  the  church-yards p ;  and  that 
every  action  in  life  might  bear  the  marks  of  this 
dreadful  iltuation,  the  people  were  prohibited  the 
life  of  meat,  as  in  Lent,  or  times  of  the  higher!  pe- 
nance ;  were  debarred  from  ail  pleafures  and  enter- 
tainments ;  and  were  forbidden  even  to  falute  each 
other,  or  fo  much  as  to  fhave  their  beards,  and  give 
any  decent  attention  to  their  perfon  and  apparel. 
Every  circumftance  carried  jfympcoms  of  the  deepefl 
diftrefs,  and  of  the  moft  immediate  apprehenfion  of 
divine  vengeance'  and  indignation. 

Tme  king,  that  he  might  oppofe  his  temporal  to 
their  fpiritual  terrors,    immediately,  from  his   own, 

P  Chrgn.  D".nlt.  vol  i.  p.  5% 
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chap,  authority,  conflfcated  the  curates  of  all  the  clergy 
K  X^,  who  obeyed  the  interdict q ;  banifhed  the  prelates, 
1207.  confined  the  monks  in  their  convent,  and  gave 
them  only  fuch  a  fmall  allowance  from  their  own 
eftates  as  would  fuffice  to  provide  them  with  food 
and  raiment.  He  treated  with  the  utmoft  rigour 
all  Langton's  adherents,  and  every  one  that  mowed 
any  dilpofition  to  obey  the  commands  of  Rome : 
And  in  order  to  diftrefs  the  clergy  in  the  tendered 
point,  and  at  the  fame  time  expofe  them  to  re- 
proach and  ridicule,  he  threw  into  prifon  all  their 
concubines,  and  required  high  fines  as  the  price  of 
their  liberty r. 

After  the  canons  which  eftablifhed  the  celibacy 
of  the  clergy  were,  by  the  zealous  endeavours  of 
archbifhop  Anfelm,  more  rigoroufly  executed  in 
England,  the  eccleiiaftics  gave,  almoft  univerfally 
and  avowedly,  into  the  ufe  of  concubinage  ;  and  the 
court  of  Rome,  which  had  no  intereft  in  prohibit- 
ing this  practice,  made  very  flight  oppolition  to  it. 
The  cuftom  was  become  lo  prevalent,  that,  in  fome 
cantons  of  Switzerland,  before  the  reformation,  the 
laws  not  only  permitted,  but,  to  avoid  fcandal,  en- 
joined the  ufe  of  concubines  to  the  younger  clergy ; 
and  it  was  ufual  every  where  for  priefls  to  apply  to 
the  ordinary,  and  obtain  from  him  a  formal  liberty 
for  this  indulgence.  The  biftiop  commonly  took 
care  to  prevent  the  practice  from  degenerating  into 
licentiouihefs  :  He  confined  the  prieil  to  the  ufe  o£ 
one  woman,  required  him  to  be  conftant  to  her  bed, 
obliged  him  to  provide  for  her  fubfiftence  and  that  of 
her  children  ;  and  though  the  offspring  was,  in  the 
eye  of  the  law,  deemed  illegitimate,  this  commerce 
was  really  a  kind  of  inferior  marriage,  fuch  as  is  dill 
praftifed  in  Germany  among  the  nobles  s  ;  and  may 
be  regarded  by  the  candid  as  an  appeal  from  the  ty- 
ranny of  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  inftitutions,  to  the 
more  virtuous   and  more  unerring  laws  of  nature. 

1  Arm   Waved,  p    170.  r  M.  Paris,  p   158     Ann.  Waved, 
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The  quarrel  between  the  king  and  the  fee  of  chap. 
Rome  continued  for  fome  years  ;  and  though  many       XL 
of  the  clergy,  from  the  fear  of  punifhment,  obeyed  K^^J 
the  orders  of  John,   and  celebrated  divine  fervice, 
they  complied  with  the  utmoft  reluctance,  and  were 
regarded,    both  by  themfelves  and  the  people,  as 
men  who  betrayed  their  principles,    and  facrificed 
their  confeience  to  temporal  regards  and  interefts. 
During  this  violent  fituation,  the  king,    in  order  to 
give  a  luftre  to  his  government,  attempted  military 
expeditions  againft  Scotland,  againft.  Ireland,  againft 
the  Welfh  l ;    and   he   commonly  prevailed,    more 
from   the  weaknefs  of  his  enemies,  than  from  his 
own  vigour  or  abilities.     Meanwhile,  the  danger  to 
which    his  government  flood    continually  expofed 
from  the  difcontents  of  the  ecclefiaftics,  increafed 
his  natural  propenfion  to  tyranny  ;  and  he  feems  to 
have  even  wantonly  difgufted  all  orders  of  men, 
efpecially  his  nobles,    from  whom  alone  he  could 
refonably  expect  fupport  and  afliftance.     He  dis- 
honoured their  families  by  his  licentious  amours \ 
he  published  edicls,    prohibiting  them  from   hunt- 
ing feathered  game,    and  thereby  retrained  them 
from  their  favourite  occupation  and  amufement  u  % 
he  ordered  all  the  hedges  and  fences  near  his  forefts 
to  be  levelled,  that  his  deer  might  have  more  ready 
accefs  into  the  fields  for  pafture  ;  and  he  continually 
loaded  the  nation  with  arbitrary  impofitions.     Con-      iao8. 
fcious  of  the  general  hatred  which  he  had  incurred, 
he  required  his  nobility  to  give  him  hoftages  for 
fecurity  of  their  allegiance ;    and  they  were  obliged 
to  put  into  his  hands  their  fons,  nephews,    or  near 
relations.     When  his  meffengers  came  with  like  or- 
ders to  the  caitle  of  William  de  Braoufe,    a  baron 
of  great  note,  the  lady  of  that  nobleman  replied, 
That  (he  would  never  entrufl  her  fon  into  the  hands 

1  W.  Hearing,  p   556.       Ypod.  Neuft.  p.  460.        Knyghton, 
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C  u  a  P,  of  one  who  had  murdered  his  own  nephew  while  la 
*     ^L       his  cuftody.     Ker  hufband  reproved  her  for  the  fe- 
sicTT"    verify  of  this  fpeech  y   but,  fenfible  of  his  danger,, 
he  immediately  lied  with  his  wife  and  fori  into  Ire- 
land,   where  he  endeavoured   to  conceal  himfeif. 
The  king  discovered  the  unhappy  family  in  their  re- 
treat ;  feized  the  wife  and  fon,  whom  he  ftarved  to 
death  in  prifon ;    and  the  baron  himfeif  narrowly 
efcaped,  by  flying  into  France. 
:209.  The  court  of  Rome  had  artfully  contrived  a  gra- 

dation of  fentences ;  by  which  me  kept  offenders  in 
awe  ;  dill  afforded  them  an  opportunity  of  prevent- 
ing the  next  anathema  by  fub million  ;  and,  in  cafe 
of  their  obftinacv,  was  able  to  refrefh  the  horror  of 
the  people  againft  them,  by  new  denunciations  of 
the  wrath  and  vengeance  of  Heaven.  As  the  fen- 
tence  of  interdict  had  not  produced  the  dciired  ef- 
fect on  John,  and  as  his  people,  though  extremely 
difcontented,  had  hitherto  been  retrained  from 
rifmg  in  open  rebellion  againft  him,  he  was  foon  to 
look  for  the  fentence  of  excommunication  :  Asxl  he 
had  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  notwithstanding  all 
his  precautions,  the  mod  dangerous  confequences 
might  enfue  from  it.  He  was  witnefs  of  the  other 
fcenes  which  at  that  very  time  were  acting  in  Europe, 
and  which  difplayed  the  unbounded  and  uncontrolled 
power  of  the  papacy.  Innocent,  far  from  being 
difmayed  at  his  contefts  with  the  king  of  England, 
had  excommunicated  the  emperor  Otho,  John's  ne- 
phew w ;  and  foon  brought  that  powerful  and 
haughty  prince  to  fubmit  to  his  authority.  He 
published  a  crufade  againft  the  Albigenfes,  a  fpe- 
cies  of  enthufiafls  in  the  fouth  of  France,  whom  he 
denominated  heretics ;  becaufe,  like  other  enthufiafls, 
they  neglected  the  rights  of  the  church,  and  oppofed 
the  power  and  influence  of  the  clergy  :   The  people 
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from  all  parts  of  Europe,    moved  by  their  fuper-  chap. 
fiition  and   their  paliion  for  wars  and  adventures,  , 

flocked  to  his  ftandard :    Simon  de  Montfort,  the     l%0<i, 
general  of  the  crufade,  acquired  to  himfelf  a  fove- 
reignty  in  thefe  provinces ;  The  count  of  Touloufe, 
who  protected,  or  perhaps  only  tolerated   the  Albi- 
genfes,  v/as  llripped  of  his  dominions :    And  thefe 
feclaries  themfelves,    though  the  molt  innocent  and 
inoffenfive  of  mankind,  were  exterminated  with  all 
the  circumftances  of  extreme  violence  and  barbarity. 
Here  were  therefore  both  an  army  and  a  general, 
dangerous  from  their  zeal  and  valour,   who  might 
be  directed  to  act  againft  John  ;  and  Innocent,  after 
keeping  the  thunder  long  fufpended>  gave   at  lafl  Excom- 
authoritv  to  the  bifhops  of  London,  Ely,  and  Wor-  ff"oi(^l- 
celter,  to  fulminate  the  ientence  or  excommunica-  king, 
tion  againft  him  \     Thefe  prelates  obeyed  ;    though 
their  brethren  were  deterred  from  publifhing,  as  the 
pope  required  of  them,    the  fentenee  in  the  feverai 
churches  of  their  diocefes. 

No  fooner  was  the  excommunication  known,  than 
the  effects  of  it  appeared.  Geoffrey)  archdeacon 
of  Norwich,  who  was  entrufted  with  a  confiderable 
office  in  the  court  of  exchequer,  being  informed  of 
it  while  Fitting  on  the  bench,  obferved  to  his  col- 
leagues the  danger  of  ferving  under  an  excommuni- 
cated king  ;  and  he  immediately  left  his  chair,  and 
departed  the  court.  John  gave  orders  to  feize  him, 
to  throw  him  into  prifon,  to  cover  his  head  with  a 
great  leaden  cope ;  and  by  this  and  other  fevere 
ufage  he  put  an  end  to  his  life y :  Nor  was  there 
any  thing  wanting  to  Geoffrey,  except  the  dignity 
and  rank  of  Becket,  to  exalt  him  to  an  equal  fta- 
tion  in  heaven  with  that  great  and  celebrated  mar- 
tyr. Hugh  de  Wells,  the  chancellor,  being  elected, 
by  the  king's  appointment,  bifhop  of  Lincoln,  upon 
a  vacancy  in  that  fee,  defired  leave  to  go  abroad,  in. 
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CHAp.  order  to  receive  confecration  from  the  archbifhop  of 
.r  Roiien ;  but  he  no  fooner  reached  France  than  he 
ia09i  haflened  to  Pontigny,  where  Langton  then  refided, 
and  paid  fubmiiTions  to  him  as  his  primate.  The 
bimops,  finding  themfelves  expofed  either  to  the 
jealoufy  of  the  king  or  hatred  of  the  people,  gra- 
dually ftole  out  of  the  kingdom ;  and  at  lad  there 
remained  only  three  prelates  to  perform  the  func- 
tions of  the  epifcopal  office z.  Many  of  the  nobility, 
terrified  by  John's  tyranny,  and  obnoxious  to  him 
on  different  accounts,  imitated  the  example  of  the 
bifhops  ;  and  mofr.  of  the  others  who  remained  were, 
with  reafon,  fulpected  of  having  fecretly  entered  into 
a  confederacy  againft  him  V  John  was  alarmed  at 
his  dangerous  fituation  ;  a  fltuation  which  prudence, 
vigour,  and  popularity  might  formerly  have  pre- 
vented, but  which  no  virtues  or  abilities  were  now 
fufficient  to  retrieve.  He  defired  a  conference  with 
Langton  at  Dover  ;  offered  to  acknowledge  him  as 
primate,  to  fubmit  to  the  pope,  to  reltore  the  exiled 
clergy,  even  to  pay  them  a  limited  mm  as  a  com- 
penfation  for  the  rents  of  their  confifcated  eflates. 
But  Langton,  perceiving  his  advantage,  was  not  fa- 
tisfied  with  thefe  conceflions :  He  demanded  that 
full  reftitution  and  reparation  mould  be  made  to  all 
the  clergy  ;  a  condition  fo  exorbitant  that  the  king, 
who  probably  had  not  the  power  of  fulfilling  it,  and 
who  forefaw  that  this  eftimation  of  damages  might 
amount  to  an  immenfe  fum,  finally  broke  oil  the 
conference  °. 
%%i%.  The  next  gradation  of  papal  fentences  was  to  ab- 

f  )lve  John's  fubjects  from  their  oaths  of  fidelity  and 
allegiance,  and  to  declare  every  one  excommuni- 
cated who  had  any  commerce  with  him  in  public 
or  in  private ;  at  his  table,  in  his  council,  or  even 
in  private  converfation c :    And  this  fentence  was 

z  Ann.  Waverl.  p.  17?.     Ann.  Marg.  p.  14.  a  M.  Paris, 

p.  i6z.     M.  Weft.  p.  270,  2.71-  &  Aim.  Waverl.  p.  171. 

c  M.  Faris,p.  161,     M.  Weft.  p.  270. 

accordingly, 


J    O    H    N.  69 

accordingly,   with    all   imaginable  folemnity,  pro-  chap. 
nounced   againft   him.      But  as  John    fb'll   perfe-      X1, 
vered  in  his  contumacy,    there  remained  nothing     \^ 
but  the  fentence  of  depofition  •,    which,  though  in» 
timately  connected  with  the  former,  had  been  di- 
ftinguimed  from  it  bv  the  artifice  of  the  court  of 
Rome  ;    and  Innocent  determined  to  dart  this  laft 
thunderbolt  againft  the  refractory  monarch.     But 
as  a   fentence   of   this    kind    required   an    armed 
force  to  execute  it,    the   pontiff,    calling  his  eyes 
around,  fixed  at  lad  on  Philip  king  of  France,  as 
the  perfon  into  whofe  powerful  hand  he  could  moil 
properly  entrufl  that  weapon,  the  ultimate  refource 
of  his  ghoftly  authority.     And   he  offered  the  mo 
narch,  befides  the  remiifion  of  all  his  fins  and  end- 
lefs  fpiritual  benefits,   the  property  and  poneiiion 
of  the  kingdom  of  England,  as  the  reward  of  his 
labour  d. 

It  was  the  common  concern  or  all  princes  to  1*13. 
oppofe  thefe  exorbitant  pretenfions  of  the  Roman 
pontiff,  by  which  they  themfelves  were  rendered 
vaffals,  and  vaffals  totally  dependent  of  the  papal 
crown  :  Yet  even  Philip,  the  mod  able  monarch 
of  the  age,  was  feduced  by  prefent  intereft,  and  by 
the  profpect  of  fo  tempting  a  prize,  to  accept  this 
liberal  offer  of  the  pontiff",  and  thereby  to  ratify 
that  authority  which,  if  he  ever  oppofed  its  bound- 
lefs  ufurpations,  might  next  day  tumble  him  from 
the  throne.  He  levied  a  great  army;  fummoned  all 
the  vaffals  of  the  crown  to  attend  him  at  Rouen  ; 
collected  a  fleet  of  1700  veffels,  great  and  fmall, 
in  the  fea-ports  of  Normandy  and  Picardy  ;  and 
partly  from  the  zealous  fpirit  of  the  age,  partly 
from  the  perfonal  regard  univerfally  paid  him, 
prepared  a  force,  which  feemed  equal  to  the  great- 
nefs  of  his  enterprife.     The  king,   on  the  other 
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chap,  hand,  ifTued  out  writs,  requiring  the  attendance  of 
^_J^.  all  his  military  tenants  at  Dover,  and  even  of  all 
H13,  able-bodied  men,  to  defend  the  kingdom  in  this. 
fiangerous  extremity.  A  great  number  appeared  5 
and  he  felected  an  army  of  60,000  men ;  a  power 
invincible,  had  they  been  united  in  affection  to 
their  prince,  and  animated  with  a  becoming  zeal 
for  the  defence  of  their  native  country  \  But  the 
people  were  fwayed  by  fuperftition,  and  regarded 
their  king  with  horror,  as  anathematifed  by  papal 
cenfures  :  The  barons,  befides,  lying  under  the 
fame  prejudices,  were  all  difgufted  by  his  tyranny, 
and  were,  many  of  them,  fufpected  of  holding  a 
fecret  correfpondence  with  the  enemy ;  And  the 
incapacity  and  cowardice  of  the  king  himfelf,  ill 
fitted  to  contend  with  thofe  mighty  difficulties,  made 
men  prognoiticate  the  moft  fatal  effects  from  the 
French  invafion. 

Pandolf,  whom  the  pope  had  chofen  for  his 
legate,  and  appointed  to  head  this  important  ex- 
pedition, had,  before  he  left  Rome,  applied  for  a 
fecret  conference  with  his  mafter,  and  had  afked 
him,  whether  if  the  king  of  England,  in  this  def- 
perate  fituation,  were  willing  to  fubmit  to  the  apof- 
tolic  fee,  the  church  mould,  without  the  confent  of 
Philip,  grant  him  any  terms  of  accommodation  '  ? 
Innocent,  expecting  from  his  agreement  with  a 
prince  fo  abject  both  in  character  and  fortune,  more 
advantages  than  from  his  alliance  with  a  great  and 
victorious  monarch,  who,  after  fuch  mighty  ac- 
quifitions,  might  become  too  haughty  to  be  bound 
by  fpiritual  chains,  explained  to  Pandolf  the  con- 
ditions on  which  he  was  willing  to  be  reconciled  to 
the  king  of  England.  The  legate,  therefore,  as  foon 
as  he  arrived  in  the  north  of  France,  fent  over  two 
knights  templars  to  defire  an  interview  with  John  at 
Dover,  which  was  readily  granted  :    He  there  repre* 
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fented  to  him,  in  fuch  ftrong,  and  probably  in  fuch  c  HA  p« 
true  colours,  his  loft  condition,  the  difaffection  of  his   ^J^^ 
fubjecls,  the  fecret  combination  of  his  vaflals  againft    "  r2,5, 
him,    the  mighty  armament  of  France,   that  John  ^th  ,¥ay- 
yielded  at  difcretion8,  and  fubfcribed  to  all  the  con-   fubm*iffioa 
ditions  which  Pandolf  was  pleafed  to  impofe  upon   to  the 
him.     He  promifed,  among  other  articles,  that  he  pope' 
would  fubmit  himfelf  entirely  to  the  judgment  ot 
the  pope ;  that  he  would  acknowledge  Langton  for 
primate;  that  he  Would  reftore  all  the  exiled  clergy 
and  laity  who  had  been  banifhed  on  account  of  the 
conteft ;  that  he  would  make  them  full  restitution  of 
their  goods,  and  compensation  for  all  damages,  and 
inftantly  confign  eight  thoufand  pounds  in  part  of 
payment ;  and  that  every  one  outlawed  or  imprifoned 
for  his  adherence  to  the  pope,  mould  immediately 
be  received  into  grace  and  favour  h.     Four  barons 
fwore,  along  with  the  king,  to  the  obiervance  of 
this  ignominious  treaty '. 

But  the  ignominy  of  the  king  was  not  yet  car- 
ried  to  its  full  height.  Pandolf  required  him,  as 
the  firft  trial  of  obedknee,  to  refign  his  kingdom 
to  the  church  ;  and  he  perfuaded  him,  that  he 
could  nowife  fo  effectually  difappoint  the  French  in- 
vafion,  as  by  thus  putting  himielf  under  the  imme- 
diate protection  of  the  apoflolic  fee.  John,  lying 
under  the  agonies  of  prefent  terror,  made  no  fcruplc 
of  fubmitting  to  this  condition.  He  pafied  a  char- 
ter, in  which  he  laid,  that  not  conftrained  by  fear, 
but  of  his  own  free  will,  and  by  the  common  ad- 
vice and  confent  of  his  barons,  he  had,  for  remiiiion 
of  his  own  fins,  and  thofe  of  his  family,  refigned 
England  and  Ireland  to  God,  to  St.  Peter  and  St. 
Paul,  and  to  pope  Innocent  and  his  fuccelfors  in  the 
apoilclic  chair  :  He  agreed  to  hold  thefe  dominions 
as  feudatory  of  the  church  of  Rome,  by  the  annual 
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CHAP,  payment  of  a  thoufand  marks ;  feven  hundred  for 
•  J^^,  England,  three  hundred  for  Ireland :   And  he  fli- 
,2I3.      pulated,    that  if  he  or  his  fucceffors  mould  ever 
prefume  to  revoke  or  infringe  this  charter,    they 
mould  inftantly,  except  upon  admonition   they  re- 
pented of  their  offence,  forfeit  all  right  to  their  do- 
minions ;C. 
15th May.       In  confequence  of  this  agreement,  John  did  ho- 
mage to  Pandolf  as  the  pope's,  legate  with  all  the 
fubmiffive  rites  which  the  feudal  law  required  of 
valfals   before   their  liege-lord   and   fuperior.      He 
came  difarmed  into  the  legate's  prefence,  who  was 
feated  on  a  throne ;  he  flung  himfeif  on  his  knees 
before  him  ;  he  lifted  up  his  joined  hands,  and  put 
them  within  thole  of  Pandolf ;    he  fwore  fealty  to 
the  pope  ;    and   he  paid  part  of  the  tribute  which 
he  owed  for  his   kingdom  as  the  patrimony  of  St. 
Peter.    The  legate,  elated  by  this  fupreme  triumph 
of  facerdotal  power,  could  not  forbear  difcovering 
extravagant  fymptoms  of  joy  and  exultation  :    He 
trampled  on  the  money,  which  was  Tai  1  at  his  feet, 
as  an  earned  of  the  fubje&ion  of  the  kingdom  : 
An   infolence  of  which,    however  offenfive  to  all 
the  Englifh,  no  one  prefent,  except  the  archbifhop 
of  Dublin,  dared  to  take  any  notice.     But  though 
Pandolf  had   brought  the  king  to  fubmit  to  thefe 
bafe  conditions,  he  ftill  refufed  to  free  him  from  the 
excommunication  and  interdict,   till   an   eflimation 
mould  be  taken  of  the  loffes  of  the  ecclefiaflics,  and 
full  compenfation  and  reflitution  mould  be  made 
them. 

John,  reduced  to  this  abject  fituation  under  a 
foreign  power,  ftill  mewed  the  fame  difpofition  to 
tyrannife  over  his  fubjects,  which  had  been  the  chief 
caufe  of  all  his  misfortunes.  One  Peter  of  Pomfret, 
a  hermit,  had  foretold  that  the  king,  this  very  year, 
mould  lofe  his  crown  j  and  for  that  rafh  prophecy  he 
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had  been  thrown  into  prifon  in  Corfe-caftle.     John  chap. 
now  determined  to  bring   him  to  punimment  as  an       XI; 
impoftor ;  and  though  the  man   pleaded,  that  his      ^^ 
prophecy  was  fulfilled,  and  that  the  king  had  lofl 
the  royal  and  independent  crown  which  he  formerly 
wore^  the  defence  was  fuppoied  to  aggravate  his 
guilt :  He  was  dragged  at  horfes  tails,  to  the  town 
of  Warham,  and  there  hanged  on  a  gibbet   with 
his  fon '. 

When  Pandolf,  after  receiving  the  homage  of 
John,  returned  to  France,  he  congratulated  Philip 
on  the  fuccefs  of  his  pious  enterpriie;  and  informed 
him,  that  John,  moved  by  the  terror  of  the  French 
arms,  had  now  come  to  a  juiT  fenfe  of  his  guilt; 
had  returned  to  obedience  under  the  apoflolic  fee, 
and  even  confented  to  do  homage  to  the  pope  for 
his  dominions  ;  and  having  thus  made  his  kingdom 
a  part  of  St.  Peter's  patrimony,  had  rendered  it 
impollible  for  any  Chriftian  prince,  without  the 
moil  manifeft  and  mod  flagrant  impiety,  to  attack 
himm.  Philip  was  enraged  on  receiving  this  intel- 
ligence :  He  exclaimed,  that  having,  at  the  pope's 
inftigations,  undertaken  an  expedition,  which  had 
coll  him  above  60,000  pounds  fterling,  he  was  fru- 
strated of  his  purpofe,  at  the  time  when  its  fuccefs 
was  become  infallible  :  He  complained,  that  all  the 
expence  had  fallen  upon  him ;  all  the  advantages 
had  accrued  to  Innocent :  He  threatened  to  be  no 
longer  the  dupe  of  thefe  hypocritical  pretences  : 
And  allembling  his  vaffals,  he  laid  before  them  the 
ill-treatment  which  he  had  received,  expofed  the 
interefted  and  fraudulent  conduct  of  the  pope,  and 
required  their  affiilance  to  execute  his  enterprife 
againft  England,  in  which  he  told  them,  that,  not- 
withstanding the  inhibitions  and  menaces  of  the 
legate,  he  was  determined  to  perfevere.  The 
French  barons  were,  in  that  age,  little  lefs  igno- 
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rant  and  fuperftitious  than  the  Englifli :  Yet,  fo  much 
does  the  influence  of  thofe  religious  principles  de- 
pend on  the  prefent  difpofitions  of  men!  they  ail 
vowed  to  follow  their  prince  on  his  intended  expe- 
dition, and  were  refolute  not  to  be  difappointed  of 
that  glory  and  thofe  riches  which  they  had  long  ex- 
peeled  from  this  enterprife.  The  earl  of  Flanders 
alone,  who  had  previoufly  formed  a  fecret  treaty  with 
John,  declaring  againft  the  injuftlce  and  impiety  of 
the  undertaking,  retired  with  his  forces" ;  and  Philip, 
that  he  might  not  leave  fo  dangerous  an  enemy  be-, 
hind  him,  firft  turned  his  arms  againft  the  dominions 
of  that  prince.  Meanwhile,  the  Englifli  fleet  was 
affembled  under  the  earl  of  ISalifbury,  the  king's  na- 
tural brother  ;  aftd,  though  inferior  in  number,  re- 
ceived orders  to  attack  the  French  in  their  harbours. 
Salifbury  performed  this  fervice  with  fo  much  fuc- 
cefs, that  he  took  three  hundred  ihips  ;  deftroyed  a 
hundred  more0-.  And  Philip,  finding  it  impoffible 
to  prevent  the  reft  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  fet  fire  to  them  himfelf,  and  thereby  ren- 
dered it  impoffible  for  him  to  proceed  any  farther  in 
his  enterprise. 

John,  exulting  in  his  prefent  recurity,  infenflble 
to  his  pail  difgrace,  was  fo  elated  with  his  fuccefs, 
that  he  thought  of  no  lefs  than  invading  France 
?n  his  turn,  and  recovering  all  thofe  provinces 
which  the  profperous  arms  of  Philip  had  formerly 
ravifhed  from  him.  He  propofed  this  expedition 
to  the  barons,  who  were  already  affembled  for  the 
defence  of  the  kingdom.  But  the  Englifli  nobles 
both  hated  and  defpifed  their  prince :  They  prog- 
noiikated  no  fuccefs  to  any  enterprife  conducted  by 
fuch  a  leader:  And  pretending  that  their  time  of 
fervice  was  elapfed,  and  all  their  provilions  ex- 
haufled,  they  refufed  to  fecond  his  undertaking  r. 
The   king   however,  refolute  in  his    purpofe,  em- 

n  M.  Paris,  p.  ifsiS.  °  M.  Paris,  p.  i65.      Chron.  Dunfro 
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barked  with  a  few  followers,  and  failed  to  Jerfey,  In  c  H  A  p- 
the  foolifh  expe&ation  that  the  barons  would  at  laft  x^^^j 
be  afhamed  to  flay  behind q.     But  finding  himfelf      ni2. 
difappointed  he  returned  to  England;  and   raifmg 
fome  troops,  threatened  to  take  vengeance  on  all  his 
nobles  for   their  defertion  and  difobedience.     The 
archbifhnp  of  Canterbury,  who  was  in  a  confederacy 
with  the  barons,  here  interpcfed  ;  ftrictly  inhibited 
the  king   from  thinking   of  fuch  an  attempt ;  and 
threatened  him  with  a  renewal  of  the  fentence  of 
excommunication,  if  he  pretended  to  levy  war  upon 
any  of  his  fubjeds,  before  the  kingdom  were  freed 
from  the  fentence  of  interdict, r. 

The  church  had  recalled  the  feveral  anathemas 
pronounced  againfr  John,  by  the  fame  gradual  pro- 
grefs  with  which  fhe  had  at  firfl  ifmed  them.     By 
receiving   his  homage,  and   admitting   him  to  the 
rank  of  a  vaffal,  his  depofition  had  been  virtually 
annulled,  and  his  fubje&s  were  again  bound  by  their 
oaths  of  allegiance.     The  exiled  prelates  had  then 
returned  in  great  triumph,  with  Langton  at  their 
head ;  and  the   king,  hearing    of  their  approach, 
went  forth  to  meet  them,  and  throwing  himfelf  on 
the  ground  before  them,  he  entreated  them,  with 
tears,  to  have  compaflion  on  him  and  the  kingdom 
of  England5.     The  primate,  feeing   thefe  marks  of 
(incere  penitence,  led  him  to  the  chapter-houfe  of 
"Wincheiter,  and  there  adminiftered  an  oath  to  him,  aothjuljr. 
by  which  he  again  fwore  fealty  and  obedience  to 
pope  Innocent  and  his  fucceffors ;  promifed  to  love, 
maintain,  and  defend  holy  church  and  the  clergy ; 
engaged  that  he  would  re-eftablifh  the  good  laws  of 
his  predeceilbrs,  particularly  thofe   of  St.   Edward, 
and  would  abolifh  the  wicked  ones  ;   and   exprcffed 
hisrefolution  of  maintaining  jaftice  and  right   in  all 
his  dominions'.     The  primate  next   gave  him  ab- 

1  M.  Faris,  p.  1C6.  r  Ibid.  p.  167.  »  M-  Pan's, 
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CHAP,  folution  in  the  requifite  forms,  and  admitted  him  to" 
^2^  dine  with  him,  to  the  great  joy  of  all  the  people. 
ia«,  The  fentence  of  interdict,  however,  was  ftill  up- 
held againfl  the  kingdom.  A  new  legate,  Nicho- 
las bifhop  of  Frefcati,  came  into  England  in  the 
room  of  Pandolf ;  and  he  declared  it  to  be  the 
pope's  intentions  never  to  loofen  that  fentence  till 
full  reilitution  were  made  to  the  clergy  of  every 
thing  taken  from  them,  and  ample  reparation  for 
all  damages  which  they  had  futtained.  He  only 
permitted  mafs  to  be  laid  with  a  low  voice  in  the 
churches,  till  thofe  lories  and  damages  could  be  efti- 
mated  to  the  fatisfaction  of  the  parties.  Certain 
barons  were  appointed  to  take  an  account  of  the 
claims  ;  and  John  was  aftonifhed  at  the  greatnefs  of 
the  funis  to  which  the  clergy  made  their  loifes  to 
amount.  No  lefs  than  twenty  thoufand  marks  were 
demanded  by  the  monks  of  Canterbury  alone ; 
twenty-three  thoufand  for  the  fee  of  Lincoln  ;  and 
the  king,  finding  thefe  pretentions  to  be  exorbi- 
tant and  endlefs,  offered  the  clergy  the  fum  of  a 
hundred  thoufand  marks  for  a  final  acquittal.  The 
clergy  rejected  the  offer  with  difdain  ;  but  the  pope, 
willing  to  favour  his  new  vaffal,  whom  he  found 
zealous  in  his  declarations  of  fealty,  and  regular  in 
paying  the  flipulated  tribute  to  Rome,  directed  his 
legate  to  accept  of  forty  thoufand.  The  iflue  of  the 
whole  was,  that  the  bifhops  and  confiderable  abbots 
got  reparation  beyond  what  they  had  any  title  to 
demand :  The  inferior  clergy  were  obliged  to  fit 
down  contented  with  their  loffes  :  And  the  king,  af- 
ter the  interdict:  was  taken  off,  renewed,  in  the  mod 
folemn  manner,  and  by  a  new  charter,  fealed  with 
gold,  his  profeffions  of  homage  and  obedience  to  the 
fee  of  Rome. 
m*.  When  this  vexatious  affair    was  at  laft  brought 

to  a  concluflon,  the  king,  as  if  he  had  nothing  far- 
.   ther  to  attend  to  but  triumphs  and  victories,  went 
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Over  to  Poi&ou,  which  dill  acknowledged  his  ail-  C  H  A  P. 
thority u ;  and  he  carried  war  into  Philip's  domi- 
nions. He  befieged  a  caftle  near  Angiers  ;  but  the 
approach  of  prince  Lewis,  Philip's  fori,  obliged  him 
to  raife  the  fiege  with  fuch  precipitation,  that  he  left 
his  tents,  machines,  and  baggage  behind  him  ;  and 
he  returned  to  England  with  difgrace.  About  the 
fame  time,  he  heard  of  the  great  and  decifive  vic- 
tory gained  by  the  king  of  France  at  Bovines  over 
the  emperor  Otho,  who  had  entered  France  at  the 
head  of  150,000  Germans;  a  victory  which  efta- 
blifhed  for  ever  the  glory  of  Philip,  and  gave  full 
fecuxiry  to  all  his  dominions.  John  could,  there- 
fore, think  henceforth  of  nothing  farther,  than  of 
ruling  peaceably  his  own  kingdom  ;  and  his  clofe 
connexions  with  the  pope,  which  he  was  deter- 
mined at  any  price  to  maintain,  enfured  him,  as  he 
imagined,  the  certain  attainment  of  that  object.  But 
the  laft  and  molt  grievous  fcene  of  this  prince's  mil- 
fortunes  Hill  awaited  him  ;  and  he  was  deftined  to 
pafs  through  a  feries  of  more  humiliating  circum- 
ftances  than  had  ever  yet  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  other 
monarch. 

The  introduction  of  the  feudal  law  into  England  D:fcon- 
by  William  the  Conqueror   had  much  infringed  the  tentsbftta 
liberties,  however  imperfect,  enjoyed  by  the  Anglo-    aioIKS* 
Saxons  in   their  ancient  government,   and  had  re- 
duced the  whole  people  to  a  flate  of  vaiTalage  under 
the  king  or  barons,    and  even  the  greater  part  of 
them  to  a  ftate  of  real  flavery.     The  riecem-ty  alfd 
of  entrufling  great  power  in  the  hands  of  a  prince, 
who  was   to  maintain  military  dominion  over  a  van- 
quifhed  nation,  had  engaged  the  Norman  barons  to 
fubmit  to  a  more  fevere  and  abfolute  prerogative, 
than  that  to  which  men  of  their  rank,  in  other  feu- 
dal governments,  were  commonly   fubjecled.     The 
power  of  the  crown,  once  raifed  to    a   high  pitch, 

u  Queen  Eleanor  died  in  1203  or  1204. 
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chap,  was  not  eafily  reduced  ;  and  the  nation,  during  the 
i^^y^j  courfe  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  years,  was  governed 
1214.  by  an  authority  unknown,  in  the  fame  degree,  to 
all  the  kingdoms  founded  by  the  northern  eon* 
querors.  Henry  I.  that  he  might  allure  the  peo- 
ple to  give  an  exclufion  to  his  elder  brother  Robert, 
had  granted  them  a  charter,  favourable  in  many 
particulars  to  their  liberties  ;  Stephen  had  -  renewed 
the  grant ;  Henry  II.  had  confirmed  it  :  But  the 
concemons  of  all  thefe  princes  had  flill  remained 
without  effect ;  and  the  fame  unlimited,  at  leaft  irre- 
gular  authority,  continued  to  be  exercifed  both  by 
them  and  their  fucceflbrs.  The  only  happinefs  Was, 
that  arms  were  never  yet  ravifhed  from  the  hands  of 
the  barons  and  people  :  The  nation,  by  a  great  con- 
federacy, might  Mill  vindicate  its  liberties  :  And  no- 
thing was  more  likely,  than  the  character,  conduct, 
and  fortunes  of  the  reigning  prince,  to  produce  fuch 
a  general  combination  againil  him.  Equally  odious; 
and  contemptible,  both  in  public  and  private  life, 
he  aifronted  the  barons  by  his  infolence,  dimonoured 
their  families  by  his  gallantries,  enraged  them  by  his 
tyranny,  and  gave  difcontent  to  ail  ranks  of  men 
by  his  endlefs  exactions  and  impofitions w.  The 
effect  of  thefe  Iawlefs  practices  had  already  appeared 
in  the  general  demand  made  by  the  barons  of  a  re- 
ftoration  of  their  privileges ;  and  after  he  had  re- 
conciled himfelf  to  the  pope,  by  abandoning  the 
independence  of  the  kingdom,  he  appeared  to  all 
his  fubjecTs  in  fo  mean  a  light,  that  they  univerfally 
thought  they  might  with  fafety  and  honour  infill  upon 
their  pretentions. 

But  nothing  forwarded  this  confederacy  fo  much 
as  the  concurrence  of  Langton  archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury ;  a  man  whofe  memory,  though  he  was  ob- 
truded on  the  nation  by  a  palpable  encroachment  of 
the  fee  of  Rome;  ought  always   to  be  refpected  by 
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the  Englifh.  This  prelate,  whether  he  was  moved  C  n  A  p. 
by  the  generofity  of  his  nature,  and  his  affection  .^^^^ 
to  public  good  ;  or  had  entertained  an  animoilty  i%x±, 
againft  John  on  account  of  the  long  oppofkion 
made  by  that  prince  to  his  election- ;  or  thought 
that  an  acquifition  of  liberty  to  the  people  would 
ferve  to  increafe  and  feeure  the  privileges  of  the 
church  ;  had  formed  the  plan  of  reforming  the  go- 
vernment, and  had  prepared  the  way  for  that  great 
innovation,  by  inferting  thofe  lingular  claules  above 
mentioned  in  the  oath  which  he  administered  to 
the  king,  before  he  would  abfoive  him  from  the 
fentence  of  excommunication.  Soon  after,  in  a 
private  meeting  of  fome  principal  barons  at  Lon- 
don, he  mowed  them  a  copy  of  Henry  I/s  charter, 
which,  he  faid,  he  had  happily  found  in  a  mona- 
ftery  ;  and  he  exhorted  them  to  infill  on  the  renewal 
and  obfervance  of  it  :  The  barons  fwore,  that  they 
would  fooner  lofe  their  lives  than  depart  from  fo 
reafonable  a  demand w.  The  confederacy  began 
now  to  fpread  wider,  and  to  comprehend  almoft  all 
the  barons  in  England  j  and  a  new  and  more  nu- 
merous meeting  was  fummoned  by  Langtoh  at  St. 
Edmondibury,  under  colour  of  devotion.  He  November. 
again  produced  to  the  affembly  the  old  cha.ter  of 
Henry  ;  renewed  his  exhortations  of  unanimity  and 
vigour  in  the  profecution  of  their  purpofe  ;  and  re- 
prefented  in  the  ftrongeft  colours  the  tyranny  to  which 
they  had  fo  long  been  fubjecced,  and  from  which 
it  now  behoved  them  to  free  themfeives  and  their 
poflerity  x.  The  barons,  inflamed  by  his  eloquence, 
incited  by  the  fenfe  of  their  own  wrongs,  and  encou- 
raged by  the  appearance  of  their  power  and  numbers, 
folemnly  took  an  oath,  before  the  high  altar,  to  ad- 
here to  each  other,  to  infill  on  their  demands,  and 
to  make  endlefs  war  on  the  king,  till  he  fhouki 
iubmit  to  grant  them  y.     They  agreed,  that,  after 
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chap,  the  feftival  of  Chrifimas,  they  would  prefer  in   a 
Xf         body  their  common  petition ;    and,    in  the  mean 

^"^4*"^  time,  they  feparated,  after  mutually  engaging,  that 

they  would   put  themfelves  in  a  pofture  of  defence, 

would  inliffc  men  and    purchafe    arms,  and  would 

fupply  their  caflles  with  the  necefTary  provilions. 

T2TJ.  The  barons  appeared  in  London  on  the  day  ap- 

6th  Jan.  pointed  ;  and  demanded  of  the  king,  that,  in  con- 
fequence  of  his  own  oath  before  the  primate,  as 
well  as  in  deference  to  their  juft  rights,  he  mould 
grant  them  a  renewal  of  Henry's  charter,  and  a 
confirmation  of  the  laws  of  St.  Edward.  The 
king,  alarmed  with  their  zeal  and  unanimity,  as 
well  as  with  their  power,  required  a  delay ;  pro- 
mifed  that,  at  the  feftival  of  Eafter,  he  would  give 
them  a  pofitive  anfwer  to  their  petition  ;  and  offered 
them  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  the  bifhop  of 
Ely,  and  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  the  marefchal,  as 
fureties  for  his  fulfilling  this  engagement z.  The 
barons  accepted  of  the  terms,  and  peaceably  re- 
turned to  their  caflles. 

15th  Jan.  '  During  this  interval,  John,  in  order  to  break 
or  fubdue  the  league  of  his  barons,  endeavoured  to 
avail  himfelf  of  the  ecclefiaftical  power,  of  whole 
influence  he  had,  from  his  own  recent  misfortunes, 
had  fuch  fatal  experience.  He  granted  to  the 
clergy  a  charter,  relinquishing  for  ever  that  import- 
ant prerogative  for  which  his  father  and  all  his  an- 
ceftors  had  zealoully  contended ;  yielding  to  them 
the  free  election  on  all  vacancies ;  referving  only  the 
power  to  iflue  a  conge  d'elire,  and  to  fubjoin  a 
confirmation  of  the  election  ;  and  declaring  that,  if 
either  of  thefe  were  withheld,  the  choice  mould  ne- 
verthelefs  be  deemed  juft  and  valid  a.  He  made  a 
vow  to  lead  an  army  into  Paleftine  againft  the  in- 
fidels, and  he  took  on  him  the  crofs  ;  in  hopes 
that  he  mould  receive  from  the  church  that  protec- 
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ttdii  which  he  tendered  to  every  one  that  had  en-  c  HA  p. 
tered  into  this  facred  and  meritorious  engagement". 
And  he  fent  to  Rome  his  agent,  William  de  Mau- 
clefc,  in  order  to  appeal  to  the  pope  againft  the 
violence  of  his  barons,  and  procure  him  a  favour- 
able fenten'Ce  from  that  powerful  tribunal0.  The 
barons  alfo  were  not  negligent  on  their  part  in  en> 
deavouring  to  engage  the  pope  in  their  interefts  s 
They  difpatched  Euitace  de  Vefcie  to  vRome  ;  laid 
their  cafe  before  Innocent  as  then"  feudal  lord  ;  and 
petitioned  him  to  interpote  his  authority  with  the 
king,  and  oblige  him  to  reftore  and  confirm  all 
their  juft  and  unbounded  privileges'1* 

Innocent  beheld  with  regret  the  difturbances 
which  had  arifen  irt  England,  and  was   much  in- 
clined to  favour  John  in  his  pretentions.     He  had 
no  hopes  of  retaining  and  extending  his  newly  ac- 
quired fuperiority  over  that   kingdom,  but  by  fu<p* 
porting  fo  bafe  and  degenerate  a  prince,  who  was 
willing  to  facririce  every  confideration  to  his  prefent 
fafety  i  And  he  forefaw,  that  if  the   administration 
mould  fall  into  the  hands  of  thofe  gallant  and  high* 
fpirited  barons,  they  would  vindicate  the  honour* 
liberty,  and  independence  of  the  nation,  with  the 
fame  ardour  which  they  now  exerted  in  defence  of 
their  own.     He  wrote  letters  therefore  to  the  pre- 
lates j  to  the  nobility,  and  to  the  king  himfeif.     He 
exhorted  the  frril  to   employ  their  good  offices  in 
conciliating  peace  between   the   contending  parties, 
and  putting  an  end  to  civil  difcord  :  To  the  fecond, 
he  expreded  his  dif approbation  of  their  conduct  in 
employing  force  to  extort  conceflions  from  their  re- 
luctant fovercign  I  The  lafl,  he  advifed  to  treat  his 
nobles  with   grace   and  indulgence,    and   to   grant 
them  fuch  of  their  demands  as  ihould  appear  juft 
and  reaibnable  c; 
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M.  Weft.  p.  273.  *  Ryaur,  vol.  i.  -p.   jS*.  *  Ibid, 

*  Ibid. p.  196,   197. 

Vol,  IL  Q  Tkr 


12IJ. 


82  HISTORY    OF   ENGLAND, 

c  hap.  The  barons  eafily  faw,  from  the  tenor  of  thefe 
letters,  that  they  muft  reckon  on  having  tne  pope, 
as  well  as  the  king,  for  their  adverfary  ;  but  they 
had  already  advanced  too  far  to  recede  from  their 
pretenfions,  and  their  paffions  were  fo  deeply  enga- 
ged, that  it  exceeded  even  the  power  of  fuperflition 
itfelf  any  longer  to  control  them.  They  alfo  fore- 
faw,  that  the  thunders  of  Rome,  when  not  fe» 
conded  by  the  efforts  of  the  Englifh  ecclefiaftics, 
would  be  of  fmall  avail  againfl  them  j  and  they 
perceived,  that  the  moll  confiderable  of  the  pre- 
lates, as  well  as  all  the  inferior  clergy,  profefled  the 
highefl  approbation  of  their  caufe.  Befides  that 
thefe  men  were  ieized  with  the  national  pailion  for 
laws  and  liberty  ;  bleilings  of  which  they  them- 
felves  expecled  to  partake ;  there  concurred  very 
powerful  cauies  to  loofen  their  devoted  attachment 
to  the  apoftolic  fee.  It  appeared,  from  the  late 
ufurpations  of  the  Roman  pontiff,  that  he  pretended 
to  reap  alone  all  the  advantages  accruing  from  that 
viclory,  which,  under  his  banners,  though  at  their 
own  peril,  they  had  every  where  obtained  over  the 
civil  magiftrate.  The  pope  alfumed  a  defpotic 
power  over  all  the  churches :  Their  particular  cuf- 
fcoms,  privileges,  and  immunities,  were  treated 
with  difdain  :  Even  the  canons  of  general  councils 
were  fet  alide  by  his  difpenfing  power  :  The  whole 
adminiftration  of  the  church  was  centered  in  the 
court  of  Rome  :  All  preferments  ran  of  courfe  in 
the  fame  channel :  And  the  provincial  clergy  faw, 
at  leall  felt,  that  there  was  a  neceflity  for  limiting 
thefe  pretenfions.  The  legate,  Nicholas,  in  filling 
thofe  numerous  vacancies  which  had  fallen  in  Eng- 
land during  an  interdict,  of  fix  years,  had  proceeded 
in  the  moft  arbitrary  manner  ;  and  had  paid  no  re- 
gard in  conferring  dignities  to  perfonal  merit,  to 
rank,  to  the  inclination  of  the  electors,  or  to  the 
cultoms  oi  the  country.  The  Englifh  church  was 
univerfally  difgufted ;  and  Langton  himielf,  though 
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fie  owed  his  elevation  to  an  incroachment  of  the  c  H  a  p. 
Romifh  fee,  was  no  fooner  eftablifhed  in  his  high  ,3^ 
office,  than  he  became  jealous  of  the  privileges  an-     liti. 
nexed   to  it,    and    formed   attachments    with  the 
country  fubjected  to  his  jurifdiclion.     Thefe  caufes, 
though  they  opened  flowly  the  eyes-  of  men,  failed 
not  to  produce  their   efteflt :  They  fet  bounds   to 
the  ufurpations  of  the  papacy :  The  tide  nrft  flop- 
ped, and  then  turned  againfl  the  ibvereign  pontiff: 
And  it  is  otherwife  inconceiveable,  how  that  age,  fo 
prone  to  fuperftition,  and  fo  funk  in  ignorance,  or 
rather  fo  devoted  to  a  fpurious  erudition,  could  have 
efcaped  falling   into   an  abfolute  and  total  flavery 
under  the  court  of  Rome. 

About  the  time  that  the  pope's  letters  arrived  in  Jpfnrvfc* 
England,  the  malcontent  barons,  on  the  approach  the  b*. 
of  the  feftival  of  Eafler,  when  they  were  to  expeci  roni- 
the  king's  anfwer  to  their  petition,  met  by  agree- 
ment at  Stamford;  and  they  afiembled  a  force, 
confifting  of  above  2000  knights,  befides  their  re- 
tainers and  inferior  perfons  without  number.  Elated 
with  their  power,  they  advanced  in  a  body  to  z^  APr» 
Brackley,  within  fifteen  miles  of  Oxford,  the  place 
-where  the  court  then  refided ;  and  they  there  re- 
ceived a  meilage  from  the  king,  by  the  archbifhop 
of  Canterbury  and  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  defiring 
to  know  what  thofe  liberties  were  which  they  fo 
zealoufly  challenged  from  their  ibvereign.  They 
delivered  to  thefe  meiTengers  a  fchedule  containing 
the  chief  articles  of  their  demands  •,  which  was  no 
fooner  fhown  to  the  king,  than  he  burft  into  a  fu- 
rious paffion,  and  afked,  why  the  barons  did  not 
alib  demand  of  him  his  kingdom  ;  fwearing  that 
he  would  never  grant  them  fuch  liberties  as  mult 
reduce  himfelf  to  flavery  f. 

No  fooner  were  the  confederated  nobles  inform* 
ed  of  John,s  reply,  than  they  chofe  Robert  Fitz- 
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Walter  their  general,  whom  they  called  the  fltatef* 
chal  of  the  army  of  God  and  of  holy  church ;  and 
they  proceeded  without  farther  ceremony  to  levy 
war  upon  the  king.  They  befieged  the  caftle  of 
Northampton  during  fifteen  days,  though  without 
fuccefs ' :  The  gates  of  Bedford  caftle  were  will- 
ingly opened  to  them1  by  William  Beauchamp,  its 
~$4th  May.  owner :  They  advanced  to  Ware  in  their  way  to 
London,  where  they  held  a  correfpondence  with 
the  principal  citizens :  They  were  receiyed  without 
oppofition  into  that  capital ;  and  finding  now  the 
great  fuperiority  of  their  force,  they  iffued  procla- 
mations,  requiring  the  other  barons  to  join  them  ; 
and  menacing  them,  in  cafe  ofrefufal  or  delay,  with 
committing  devastation  on  their  houfes  and  eitates s. 
In  order  to  fhew  what  might  be  expected  from 
their  profperous  arms,  they  made  incurfions  from. 
London,  and  laid  wafte  the  king's  parks  and  pa- 
laces ;  and  all  the  barons,  who  had  hitherto  carried 
the  femblance  of  fupporting  the  royal  party,  were 
glad  of  this  pretence  for  openly  joining  a  caufe 
which  they  always  had  fecretly  favoured.  The  king 
was  left  at  Odiham  in  Hampshire,  with  a  poor  re- 
tinue of  only  feven  knights ;  and  after  trying  feve- 
ral  expedients  to  elude  the  blow,  after  offering  to 
refer  all  differences  to  the  pope  alone,  or  to  eight 
barons,  four  to  be  chofen  by  himfelf,  and  four  by 
the  confederates  h,  he  found  himfelf  at  laft  obliged 
to  fubmit  at  difcretion. 
ifefagna  a  conference  between  the  king  and  the  barons 

i-thjune  was  appointed  at  Runnemede,  between  Windfor 
and  Staines ;  a  place  which  has  ever  fmce  been  ex- 
tremely celebrated,  on  account  of  this  great  event. 
The  two  parties  encamped  apart,  like  open  ene- 
mies ;  and  after  a  debate  of  a  few  days,  the  king, 
with  a  facility  fomewhat  fufpicious,  figned  and  feal- 
19th  June,  eti  the  charter  which  was  required  of  him.     This 
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famous  deed,  commonly  called  the  Great  Char-  chap, 
ter,  either  granted  or  fecured  very  important  li-  y_fjv| 
berties  and  privileges  to  every  order  of  men  in  the      ,ai5. 
kingdom  5  to  the  clergy,  to  the  barons,  and  to  the 
people. 

The  freedom  of  elexSions  was  fecured  to  the 
clergy  :  The  former  charter  of  the  king  was  con- 
firmed, by  which  the  neceffity  of  a  royal  conge 
d'elire  and  confirmation  was  fuperfeded :  All  check 
upon  appeals  to  Rome  was  removed,  by  the  allow- 
ance granted  every  man  to  depart  the  kingdom  at 
pleafure :  And  the  fines  to  be  iiapofed  on  the  cler- 
gy, for  any  offence,  were  ordained  to  be  propor- 
tional to  their  lay  eftates,  not  to  their  ecclefiaflical. 
benefices. 

The  privileges  granted  to  the  barons  were  either 
abatements  in  the  rigour  of  the  feudal  law,  or  de- 
terminations in  points  which  had  been  left  by  that 
law,  or  had  become,  by  practice,  arbitrary  and  am- 
biguous. The  reliefs  of  heirs  fucceeding  to  a  mi- 
litary fee  were  afcertained  ;  an  earl's  and  baron's  at 
a  hundred  marks,  a  knight's  at  a  hundred  millings. 
It  was  ordained  by  the  charter,  that,  if  the  heir  be 
a  minor,  he  mail,  immediately  upon  his  majority, 
enter, upon  his  eftate,  without  paying  any  relief: 
The  king  mail  not  fell  his  wardfhip  :  He  fhall  levy 
only  reafonable  profits  upon  the  eftate,  without 
committing  wafte,  or  hurting  the  property  :  He 
fhall  uphold  the  caflles,  houfes,  mills,  parks,  and 
ponds :  And  if  he  commit  the  guardianship  of  the 
eftate  to  the  fheriff  or  any  other,  he  fhall  previ- 
©ufly  oblige  them  to  find  furety  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofe.  During  the  minority  of  a  baron,  while  his 
lands  are  in  wardfhip,  and  are  not  in  his  own  pof- 
feilion,  no  debt  which  he  owes  to  the  Jews  mall 
bear  anv  intereft.  Heirs  fhall  be  married  without 
diiparagement ;  and  before  the  marriage  be  con- 
tracted, the  neareit  relations  of  the  peribn  fhall  be 
informed  of  it.     A  widow,  without  paying  any  re- 
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C  H  A  P.  lief,  fha.ll  enter  upon  her  dower,    the  third  part  of 
^       her  hufband's  rents :  She  (hall  not  be  compelled  to 

*^7i7T""    marry,    fo  long  as  flic  chufes  to  continue  {ingle ; 
me  mall  only  give  fecurity  never  to  marry  without 
her  lord's  confent.     The  king  mail  not  claim  the 
wardfhip  of  any  minor  who  holds  lands  by  military 
tenure  of  a  baron,  on  pretence  that  he  alfo  holds 
lands  of  the  crown,  by  foccage  or  any  other  tenure, 
Scutages  fhall  be  eftimated  at  the  fame  rate  as  in 
the  time  of  Henry  I.  ;    and  no  fcutage  or  aid,  ex- 
cept in  the  three  general   feudal  cafes,  the  king's 
captivity,  the  knighting  of  his  elded  fon,  and  the 
marrying   of  his  eldeft  daughter,  mall  be  impofed 
but  by  the  great  council  of  the  kingdom  ;    the  pre- 
lates, tails,  and  great  barons,  fhall  be  called  to  this 
great  council,  each  by  a  particular  writ  j  the  leffer 
barons  by  a  general  fummons  of  the  fheriff.     The 
king  fhall  not  feize  any  baron's  land  for  a  debt  to 
the  crown,  if  the  baron  poffeffes  as  many  goods  and 
chattels  as  are  fufficient  to  difcharge  the  debt.     No 
man  fhall  be  obliged  to  perform  more  fervice  for 
his  fee  than  he  is  bound  to  by  his  tenure.     No  go- 
vernor  or    cnnilable   of  a   caftle    fhall   oblige  any 
knight  to  give  money  for  caftle-guard,  if  the  knight 
be  willing  to  perform  the  fervice  in  perfon,    or  by 
another  able-bodied  man  ;  and  if  the  knight  be  in 
the  field  himfelf,  by  the  king's  command,  he   fhall 
be  exempted  from  all  other  fervice  of  this  nature. 
No  vaffal  fhall   be   allowed  to  fell  fo  much  of  his 
land  as  to  incapacitate  himfelf  from  performing  his 
fervice  to  his  lord. 

These  were  the  principal  articles,  calculated  for 
the  interefl  of  the  barons  ;  and  had  the  charter  con- 
tained  nothing  farther,  national  happinefs  and 
liberty  had  been  very  little  promoted  by  it,  as  it 
would  only  have  tended  to  increafe  the  power  and 
independence  of  an  order  of  men  who  were  already 
too  powerful,  and  whofe  yoke  might  have  become 
more  heavy  pn  the  people  than  even  that  of  an  ah- 
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folate  monarch.     But  the  barons,  who  alone  drew  c  ha  p- 
and  impofed  on  the  prince  this  memorable  charter,       XL 
were  neceflitated  to  inl'ert  in  it  other  claufes  of  a  ^^7^7*"^ 
more  extenfive  and  more  beneficent  nature  :    They 
could  not  expect  the  concurrence  of  the  people, 
without  comprehending,  together  with  their  own, 
the  interefts  of  inferior  ranks  of  men  ;  and  all  pro- 
vifions  which  the  barons,  for  their  own  fake,  were 
obliged  to  make,    in  order  to  enfure  the  free  and 
equitable  adminiftration  of  juflice,  tended  directly 
to  the  benefit  of  the  whole  community.     The  fol- 
lowing were  the  principal  claufes  of  this  nature. 

It  was  ordained,  that  all  the  privileges  and  im- 
munities above  mentioned,  granted  to  the  barons 
againft  the  king,  mould  be  extended  by  the  barons 
to  their  inferior  vaifals.  The  king  bound  himfelf 
not  to  grant  any  writ,  empowering  a  baron  to  levy 
aid  from  his  vaffals,  except  in  the  three  feudal 
cafes.  One  weight  and  one  meafure  fhall  be  efla- 
blifhed  throughout  the  kingdom.  Merchants  fhall 
be  allowed  to  tranfact  all  bufinefs,  without  being- 
expofed  to  any  arbitrary  tolls  and  impofitions : 
They  and  all  free  men  fhall  be  allowed  to  go  out 
of  the  kingdom  and  return  to  it  at  pleafure :  Lon- 
don, and  all  cities  and  burghs,  (hall  preferve  their 
ancient  liberties,  immunities,  and  free  cuftoms : 
Aids  fhall  not  be  required  of  them  but  by  the  con- 
tent of  the  great  council :  No  towns  or  individuals 
fhall  be  obliged  to  make  or  fupport  bridges  but  by 
ancient  cultom  :  The  goods  of  every  freeman  fhall 
be  difpofed  of  according  to  his  will :  If  he  die  in- 
teftate,  his  heirs  fhall  fucceed  to  them.  No  officer 
of  the  crown  fhall  take  any  horfes,  carts,  or  wood, 
without  the  confent  of  the  owner.  The  king's 
courts  of  juflice  mail  be  ftationary,  and  fhall  no 
longer  follow  his  perfon  :  They  mail  be  open  to 
every  one  ;  and  juflice  mall  no  longer  be  fold,  re- 
filled, or  delayed  by  them.  Circuits  fhall  be  regu- 
larly  held  every  year  :  The  inferior   tribunals  of 
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c  h^ap.  juilice,  the  county  court,  fherifFs  turn,  and  court* 
^J^^  leet,  ihall  meet  at  their  appointed  time  and  place* 
jui5,  The  ffieriffs  mall  be  incapacitated  to  hold  pleas  of 
the  crown  ;  and  (hall  not  put  any  perfon  upon  his 
trial,  from  rumour  or  fufpicion  alone,  but  upon  the 
evidence  of  lawful  witncfies.  No  freeman  {hall  be- 
taken or  impri foned,  or  difpofleffed  of  his  free  te-» 
nement  and  liberties,  or  outlawed,  or  banifhed,  or 
any  wife  hurt  or  injured,  unlefs  by  the  legal  judg-. 
meht  of  his  peers,  or  by  the  law  of  the  land  ;  and 
all  who  fuffered  otherwife,  in  this  or  the  two  former 
reigns,  ihall  be  reftored  to  their  rights  and  pofTefr 
fions.  Every  freeman  mail  be  fined  in  proportion 
to  his  fault  ;  and  no  fine  Ihall  be  levied  on  him  te* 
his  litter  ruin :  Even  a  villain  or  ruftic  ihall  not, 
bv  any  fine,  be  bereaved  of  his  carts,  ploughs,  and 
implements  of  husbandry.  This  was  the  only  ar-» 
tide  calculated  for  the  interefts  of  this  body  of  mena 
probably  at  that  time  the  mod  numerous  in  the 
kingdom. 

It  rriuft  be  confeffed,  that  the  former  articles  of 
the  Great  Charter  contain  fuch  mitigations  and  ex- 
planations of  the  feudal  law  as  are  reafonable  and 
equitable  ;  and  that  the  latter  involve  all  the  chief 
outlines  of  a  legal  government,  and  provide  for  the 
equal  diftribution  of  juilice  and  free  enjoyment  of 
property  ;  the  great  objects  for  which  political  for 
ciety  was  at  fir  ft  founded  by  men,  which  the  peo* 
ple  have  a  perpetual  and  unalienable  right  to  recal, 
and  which  no  time,  ncr  precedent,  nor  ftatute,  nor 
pofxtive  inflitution,  ought  to  deter  them,  from 
keeping  ever  -uppermofl  in  their  thoughts  and  atr 
tent-ion.  Though  the  provifions  made  by  this 
charter  might,  conformably  to  the  genius  of  the 
a^e,  be  elteemed  too  concife,  and  too  bare  of  cir- 
cumftances,  to  maintain  the  execution  of  its  artir 
cles,  in  oppofition  to  the  chicanery  of  lawyers,  fup- 
ported  by  the  violence  of  power;  time  gradually 
afcertained  the  fenfe  of  all  the  ambiguous  expref. 

fams  j 


JOHN.  89 

{ions  ;  and  thofe  generous  barons,  who  firft  extorted  ^hap. 
this  conceiiion,  ftill  held  their  fwordsin  their  hands,  .i^. 
and  could  turn  them  againft  thofe  who  dared  on  any  **7ai5. 
pretence  to  depart  from  the  original  fpirit  and  mean- 
ing of  the  grant.  We  may  now,  from  the  tenor  of 
this  charter,  conjecture  what  thofe  laws  were  of 
king  Edward  which  the  Eriglifh  nation,  during  fo 
many  generations,  hull  defired,  with  fuch  an  obfti- 
nate  perfeveranca  to  have  recalled  and  eftablifhed. 
They  were  chiefly  thefe  latter  articles  of  Magna 
Charta  ;  and  the  barons  who,  at  the  beginning  of 
thefe  commotions,  demanded  the  revival  of  the 
Saxon  laws,  undoubtedly  thought  that  they  had  fuf- 
ficiently  fatisfied  the  people,  by  procuring  them  this 
conceffion,  which  comprehended  the  principal  ob- 
jects to  which  they  had  fo  long  afpired.  But  what 
we  are  moil  to  admire  is,  the  prudence  and  modera- 
tion of  thofe  haughty  nobles  themfelves,  who  were 
enraged  by  injuries,  inflamed  by  oppofition,  and 
elated  by  a  total  victory  over  their  fovereign.  They, 
were  content,  even  in  this  plenitude  of  power,  to 
depart  from  fome  articles  of  Henry  I.'s  charter, 
which  they  made  the  foundation  of  their  demands, 
particularly  from  the  abolition  of  wardfhips,  a  mat- 
ter of  the  greateft  importance ;  and  they  feem  to. 
have  been  fufficiently  careful  not  to  diminifh  too  far 
the  power  and  revenue  of  the  crown.  If  they  ap- 
pear, therefore,  to  have  carried  other  demands  to 
too  great  a  height,  it  can  be  afcribed  only  to  the 
faithlefs  and  tyrannical  character  of  the  king  himfelf, 
of  which  they  had  long  had  experience,  and  which, 
they  forefaw,  would,  if  they  provided  no  farther 
fecurity,  lead  him  foon  to  infringe  their  new  liber- 
ties, and  revoke  his  own  conceilions.  This  alone 
gave  birth  to  thofe  other  articles,  feemingly  exor- 
bitant, which  were  added  as  a  rampart  for  thefafe- 
guard  of  the  Great  Charter. 

The  barons  obliged  the  king  to  agree  that  Lon- 
don ihoulU  remain  in  their  han£s,  and  the  Tower 
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C  h  A  p.  be  configned  to  the  cuftody  of  the  primate,  till  the 
«*!■  15th  of  Auguft  enfuing,  or  till  the  execution  of  the 


,5.     feveral  articles  of  the  Great  Charter k.    The  better 
to  enfure   the  fame  end,  he  allowed  them  to  chufe 
five-and-twenty  members   from  their  own  body,  as 
confervators  of  the  public  liberties  ;  and  no  bounds 
were  fet  to  the  authority  of  thefe  men  either  in  ex- 
tent or  duration.     If  any  complaint  were  made  of  a 
violation  of  the  charter,  whether  attempted  by  the 
king,   jufticiaries,  fheriffs,  or  forefters,  any  four  of 
thefe  barons  might  admonifh  the  king  to  redrefs  the 
grievance  :  If  fatisfaction  were  not  obtained,  they 
could  aflemble  the  whole  council  of  twenty-five  ; 
who,   in  conjunction  with  the  great  council,  were 
empowered  to  compel  him  to  obferve  the  charter  ; 
and,  in  cafe  of  refinance,    might   levy  war  againil 
Km,  attack  his  caltles,    and  employ  every  kind  of 
violence,  except  againlb  his  royal  perfon,  and  that 
of  his  queen  and  children.     All  men  throughout 
the  kingdom  were  bound,  under  the  penalty  of  con- 
futation, to  fwear  obedience  to  the  twenty-five  ba- 
rons ;  and  the  freeholders  of  each  county  were  to 
chufe  twelve  knights,  who  were  to  make  report  of 
fuch  evil  cuftoms  as  required  redrefs,  conformably 
to  the  tenor  of  the  Great  Charter '.     The  names  of 
thofe  confervators  were,  the  Earls  of  Clare,  Albe- 
marle,   Gloucefter,  Winchefler,    Hereford,  Roger 
Bigod   earl  of  Norfolk,    Robert   de  Vere  earl    of 
Oxford,  William  Marefchal    the^  younger,  Robert 
Fitz- Walter,  Gilbert  de  Clare,  Euitace  de  Vefcey, 
Gilbert  Deiaval,  William  de  Moubray,   Geoffrey  de 
Say,  Roger  de  Mombezon,  William   de   Hunting- 
field,     Robert  cle  Ros,    the  conftable    of  Chefter, 
William  de  Aubenie,   Richard   de   Perci,  William 
Malet,  John    Fitz-Robert,    William  de  Lanvalay, 

k  Rymer,  v.l.  i.  p.  ?oi.     Chron.  Dunft.  vol.  i.   p  73. 
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Hugh  de   Bigod,    and    Roger    de   Montfichet m.  CHa  p- 
Theie  men   were,    by  this   convention,   really  in- 
verted with  the  fovereignty  of  the  kingdom :  They     ^£ 
were  rendered  co-ordinate  with  the  king,  or  rather 
fuperior  to  him,  in  the  exercife  of  the  executive 
power :   And  as  there  was  no  circumftance  of  go- 
vernment which,  either  direclly  or  indirectly  might 
not  bear  a  relation  to  the  fecurity  or  obfervance  of 
the  Great  Charter,  there  could  fcarcely  occur  any 
incident  in  which  they  might  not  lawfully  interpofe 
their  authority. 

John  feemed  to  fubmit  pallively  to  all  thefe  re- 
gulations, however  injurious  to  majefty ;  He  fent 
writs  to  all  the  fheriffs,  ordering  them  to  conftrain 
every  one  to  fwear  obedience  to  the  twenty-five  ba- 
rons " :  He  difmhTed  all  his  foreign  forces :  He  pre- 
tended that  his  government  was  thenceforth  to  run 
in  anew  tenor,  and  be  more  indulgent  to  the  liberty 
and  independence  of  his  people.  But  he  only  dii- 
fembled,  till  he  mould  find  a  favourable  opportunity 
for  annulling  all  his  conceptions.  The  injuries  and 
indignities  which  he  had  formerly  fuffered  from  the 
pope  and  the  king  of  France,  as  they  came  from 
equals  or  fuperiors..  feemed  to  make  bur.  fmall  im- 
preihon  on  him  ;  But  the  fenfe  of  this  perpetual  and 
total  fubjection  under  his  own  rebellious  vaifals, 
funk  deep  in  his  mind,  and  he  was  determined,  at 
all  hazards,  to  throw  off  fo  ignominious  a  flavery". 
He  grew  fullen,  filent,  and  referved  :  He  fhunned 
the  fociety  of  his  courtiers  and  nobles  :  He  retired 
into  the  Iile  of  Wight,  as  if  defirous  of  hiding  his 
Jhame  and  confufion  ;  but  in  this  retreat  he  medi- 
tated the  moil  fatal  vengeance  againft  all  his  ene- 
mies p.  He  fecretly  fent  abroad  his  emiflaries  to 
inlift  foreign  foldiers,  and  to  invite  the  rapacious 
Braban^ons  into  his  fervice,  by  the  profpecr.  of 
fharing  the  fpoils  of  England,  and  reaping  the  tor- 
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feitures  of  fo  many  opulent  barons,  who  had  in- 
curred the  guilt  of  rebellion  by  rifmg  in  armsagainlt 
"i%i^T  h*m  q :  ^-nc*  ^e  difpatched  a  meflenger  to  Rome,  in 
order  to  lay  before  the  pope  the  Great  Charter, 
which  he  had  been  compelled  to  fign,  and  to  com- 
plain, before  that  tribunal,  of  the  violence  which 
had  been  impofed  upon  him  r. 

Innocent,  confidering  himfelf  as  feudal  lord  of 
the  kingdom,  was  incenfed  at  the  temerity  of  the 
barons,  who,  though  they  pretended  to  appeal  to 
his  authority,  had  dared,  without  waiting  for  his 
confent,  to  impofe  fuch  terms  on  a  prince,  who,  by 
refigning  to  the  Roman  pontiff  his  crown  and  in- 
dependence, had  placed  himfelf  immediately  under 
the  papal  protection.  He  iffued,  therefore,  a  hull, 
in  which,  from  the  plenitude  of  his  apoftolic  power, 
and  from  the  authority  which  God  had  committed  to 
him,  to  build  and  deftroy  kingdoms,  to  plant  and 
overthrow,  he  annulled  and  abrogated  the  whole 
charter,  as  unjufl  in  itfelf,  as  obtained  by  compul- 
sion, and  as  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  apo- 
ftolic fee.  He  prohibited  the  barons  from  exacting 
the  obfervance  of  it :  He  even  prohibited  the  king 
himfelf  from  paying  any  regard  to  it :  He  abfolved 
him  and  his  fubjects  from  all  oaths  which  they  had 
been  constrained  to  take  to  that  purpofe  :  And  he 
pronounced  a  general  fentence  of  excommunication 
againft  every  one  who  ifiould  perfevere  in  maintain- 
ing fuch  treafonable  and  iniquitous  pretentions  3. 
Renewal  The  king,  as  his  foreign  forces  arrived  along 
with  this  bull,  now  ventured  to  take  off  the  mafk ; 
and,  under  Sanction  of  the  pope's  decree,  recalled 
all  the  liberties  which  he  had  granted  to  his  fubjects, 
and  which  he  had  folemnly  fworn  to  obferve.  But 
the  fpi ritual  weapon  was  found,  upon  trial,  to  carry 
le-fs  force  with  it  than  he  had  reafon  from  his  own 
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experience  to  apprehend.     The  primate  refufed  to  chap. 
obey  the  pope  in  publishing  the  fentence  of  excom-  ^^l^j 
munication  againft  the  barons  ;  and  though  he  was      i%t$. 
cited  to  Rome,  that  he  might  attend  a  general  coun- 
cil there  affembled,  and  was  iufpended  on  account 
of  his  difobedience  to  the  Pope,  and  his  fecret  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  king's  enemies c ;    though  a 
new  and  particular  fentence  of  excommunication 
was  pronounced  by  name  againft  the  principal  ba- 
rons u ;  John  flill  found  that  his  nobility  and  people, 
and  even  his  clergy,  adhered  to  the  defence  of  their 
liberties,  and  to  their  combination  againit  him  :  The 
fword  of  his  foreign  mercenaries  was  all  he  had  to 
trull  to  for  reftoring  his  authority. 
•     The  barons,  after   obtaining  the  Great  Charter, 
feem  to  have  been  lulled  into  a  fatal  fecurity,  and 
to  have  taken  no  rational  meafures,  in  cafe  of  the 
introduction  of  a  foreign  force,  for  re-afFembling 
their  armies.     The  king  was,  from  the  firil,  mailer 
of  the  field  ;  and  immediately  laid  fiege  to  the  caflle 
of  Rochefler,  which  was  obltinately  defended  by 
William  de  Albmey,  at  the  head  of  a  hundred  and 
forty  knights  with   their  retainers,  but  was  at  lad 
reduced  by  famine.     John,  irritated  with  the  refill-  30th  Nov, 
ance,  intended  to  have  hanged  the  governor  and  all 
the  garrifon  ;  but,  on  the  reprefentation  of  William 
de  Mauleon,  who  fug-oeited  to  him  the  danger  of 
reprifals,  he  was   content   to   facrifice,  in  this  bar- 
barous manner,  the  inferior  prifoners  only  w.     The 
captivity   of  William  de  Aibiney,    the  belt  officer 
among  the  confederated  barons,   was  an  irreparable 
lofs  to  their  caufe  ;    and  no  regular  oppofition  was 
thenceforth  made  to  the  progrefs  of  the  royal  arms. 
The  ravenous  and  barbarous  mercenaries,  incited  by 
a  cruel  and  enraged  prince,  were  let  loofe  againft 
the  eflates,  tenants,  manors,  houfes,  parks  of  the 
barons,  and  fpread  devaluation  over  the  face  of  the 
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C  xiA  P'  kingdom.  Nothing  was  to  be  feen  but  the  flames 
i^-J-*^  of  villages  and  caftles  reduced  to  allies,  the  confter- 
ijij.  nation  and  mifery  of  the  inhabitants,  tortures  exer* 
cifed  by  the  foldiery  to  make  them  reveal  their  con- 
cealed treafures,  and  reprifals  no  lefs  barbarous  com- 
mitted by  the  barons  and  their  partifans  on  the  royal 
demefnes,  and  on  the  eftates  of  fuch  as  ftill  adhered 
to  the  crown.  The  king,  marching  through  the 
whole  extent  of  England,  from  Dover  to  Berwic, 
laid  the  provinces  wafte  on  each  fide  of  him  ;  and 
confidered  every  (late,  which  was  not  his  immediate 
property,  as  entirely  hoftile,  and  the  object  of  mili- 
tary execution.  The  nobility  of  the  north,  in  par- 
ticular, who  had  fhewn  greater!  violence  in  the  re- 
covery of  their  liberties,  and  who,  acting  in  a  fe- 
parate  body,  had  expreffed  their  difcontent  even  at 
the  conccffions  made  by  the  Great  Charter,  as  they 
could  expect,  no  mercy,  fled  before  him  with  their 
wives  and  families,  and  purchafed  the  friendfhip  of 
Alexander,  the  young  king  of  Scots,  by  doing  ho- 
mage to  him. 
Prince  The  barons,  reduced  to  this  defperate  extremity, 

called  anc^  menaced  with  the  total  lofs  of  their  liberties, 
over.  their  properties,  and  their  lives,  employed  a  remedy 
no  lefs  defperate ;  and  making  applications  to  the 
court  of  France,  they  offered  to  acknowledge  Lewis, 
the  eldeft  fon  of  Philip  for  their  fovereign,  on  con- 
dition that  he  would  afford  them  protection  from 
die  violence  of  their  enraged  prince.  Though  the 
fenfe  of  the  common  rights  of  mankind,  the  only 
rights  that  are  entirely  indefeafible,  might  have  juf- 
tified  them  in  the  depofition  of  their  King,  they  de- 
clined infilling  before  Philip  on  a  pretention  which 
is  commonly  fo  difagreeable  to  fovereigns,  and 
which  founds  harflily  in  their  royal  ears.  They  af- 
firmed that  John  was  incapable  of  fucceeding  to  the 
crown,  by  reafon  of  the  attainder  paffed  upon  hint 
during  his  brother's  reign ;  though  that  attainder 
had  been  rev'erfed,  and  Richard  had  even,  by  his 
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laft  will  declared  him  his  fucceflbr.  They  pre- 
tended that  he  was  already  legally  depofed  by  fen- 
tence  of  the  peers  of  France,  on  account  of  the  w^ 
murder  of  his  nephew  ;  though  that  fentence  could 
not  pofSbly  regard  any  thing  but  his  tranfmarine 
dominions,  which  alone  he  held  in  vaffalage  to  that 
crown.  On  more  plaufible  grounds  they  affirmed, 
that  he  had  already  depofed  himfelf  by  doing  homage 
to  the  pope,  changing  the  nature  of  his  fovereignty, 
and  refigning  an  independent  crown  for  a  fee  under 
a  foreign  power.  And  as  Blanche  of  Caflile,  the 
wife  of  Lewis,  was  defcended  by  her  mother  from 
Henry  II.  they  maintained,  though  many  other 
princes  flood  before  her  in  the  order  of  fucceilion, 
that  they  had  not  fhaken  off  the  royal  family,  in 
chufing  her  hufband  for  their  fovereign. 

Philip  was  ftrongly  tempted  to  lay  hold  on  the 
rich  prize  which  was  offered  to  him.  The  legate 
menaced  him  with  interdicts  and  excommunications 
if  he  invaded  the  patrimony  of  St.  Peter,  or  attacked 
a  prince  who  was  under  the  immediate  protection  of 
the  holy  fee *:  But  as  Philip  was  aflured  of  the 
obedience  of  his  own  valvals,  his  principles  were 
changed  with  the  times,  and  he  now  undervalued  as 
much  all  papal  cenfures,  as  he  formerly  pretended 
to  pay  refpect  to  them.  His  chief  fcruple  was  with 
regard  to  the  fidelity  which  he  might  expect  from 
the  Englifh  barons  in  their  new  engagements,  and 
the  danger  of  entru fling  his  fon  and  heir  into  the 
hands  of  men  who  might,  on  any  caprice  or  ne- 
cefiity,  make  peace  with  their  native  fovereign,  by 
facrificing  a  pledge  of  fo  much  value.  He  there- 
fore exacted  from  the  barons  twenty-five  hoflages 
of  the  mod  noble  birth  in  the  kingdom y ;  and 
having  obtained  this  fecurity,  he  lent  over  hill  -a 
fmall  army  to  the  relief  of  the  confederates  ;  then 
more  numerous  forces, '  which  arrived  with  Lewis 
himfelf  at  their  head. 
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'C  HA  p.  The  fir  ft  effecl:  of  the  young  prince's  appearance 
XL  ,  in  England  was  the  defertion  of  John's  foreign 
j4r6;  troops,  who,  being  moftly  levied  in  Flanders,  and 
other  provinces  of  France,  refufed  to  ferve  againft 
the  heir  of  their  monarchy z.  The  Gafcons  and 
Poi&evins  alone,  who  were  ftill  John's  fubjectsj 
adhered  to  his  caufe ,  but  they  were  too  weak  to 
maintain  that  fuperiority  in  the  field  which  they  had 
hitherto  fupported  againft  the  confederated  barons* 
Many  confiderable  noblemen  deferted  John's  party* 
the  earls  of  Salifbury,  Arundel,  Warrenne,  Oxford, 
Albemarle,  and  William  Marefchal  the  younger : 
His  caftles  fell  daily  into  the  Hands  of  the  enemy  j 
Dover  was  the  only  place  which,  from  the  valouir 
and  fidelity  of  Hubert  de  Burgh  the  governor, 
made  refiftance  to  the  progrefs  of  Lewis":  And  the 
barons  had  the  melancholy  profped:  of  finally  fuo 
ceeding  in  their  purpofe,  and  of  efcaping  the  tyranny 
of  their  own  king,  by  impofing  on  themfelves  and 
the  nation  a  foreign  yoke.  But  this  union  was  of 
fhort  duration  between  the  French  and  Englim  no- 
bles ;  and  the  imprudence  of  Lewis,  who  on  every 
occafion  fhowed  too  vifible  a  preference  to  the  for- 
mer, increafed  that  jealoufy  which  it  was  fo  na- 
tural for  the  latter  to  entertain  in  their  prefent  fitu- 
ationb.  The  vifcount  of  Melun  too,  it  is  faid, 
one  of  his  courtiers,  fell  fick  at  London,  and  find- 
ing the  approaches  of  death,  he  fent  for  fome  of  his 
friends  among  the  Englim  barons,  and  warning 
them  of  their  danger,  revealed  Lewis's  fecret  in- 
tentions of  exterminating  them  and  their  families  as 
traitors  to  their  prince,  and  of  beftowing  their  eftates 
and  dignities  on  his  native  fubjetts,  in  whofe  fidelity 
he  could  more  reafonably  place  confidence c :  This 
ftory,  whether  true  or  falfe,  was  univerfally  reported 
and  believed  ;  and  concurring  with  other  circum- 
fiances  which  rendered  it  credible,  did  great  preju- 
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dice  to  the  caufe  of  Lewis.     The  earl  of  Salifcury,  CHAP, 
and  other  noblemen,  deferted  again  to  John's  party d ;       XI1^j 
and  as  men  eafily  changed  fides  in  a  civil  war,  efpe-  *"Taij.: 
cially  where  their  power  is  founded  on  an  hereditary 
and  independent  authority,  and  is  not  derived  from 
the  opinion  and  favour  of  the  people,    the  French 
prince  had  reafon  to  dread  a  fudden  reverfe  of  for- 
tune.  The  king  was  afTembling  a  considerable  army, 
with  a  view  of  fighting  one  great  battle  for  his  crown ; 
but  pairing  from  Lynne  to  LincolnuSire,  his  road  lay 
along  the  fea-fhore,    which  was  overflowed  at  high 
water ;  and  not  chufing  the  proper  time  for  his  jour- 
ney, he  loft  in  the  inundation  all  his  carriages,  trea- 
fure,  baggage,  and  regalia.     The  affliction  for  this 
difafler,  and  vexation  from  the  diftracled  ftate  of  his 
affairs,  increafed  the  ficknefs  under  which  he  then 
laboured  ;  and  though  he  reached  the  caftle  of  New- 
ark, he  was  obliged  to  halt  there,  and  his  diftemper 
foon  after  put  an  end  to  his  life,  in  the  forty-ninth  i7thoa. 
year  of  his  age,  and  eighteenth  of  his  reign ;  and  Death 
freed  the  nation  from  the  dangers  to  which  it  was 
equally  expofed  by  his   fuccefs  or  by  his  misfor- 
tunes. 

The  character  of  this  prince  is  nothing  but  a  and  chap 
(complication  of  vices,  equally  mean  and  odious ;  [S  £og 
ruinous  to  himfelf,  and  deftru&ive  to  his  people. 
Cowardice,  inactivity,  folly,  levity,  licentioufnefs, 
ingratitude,  treachery,  tyranny,  and  cruelty ;  all 
thefe  qualities  appear  too  evidently  in  the  leveral 
incidents  of  his  life,  to  give  us  room  to  fufpeft 
that  the  difagreeable  pidture  has  been  anywife  over- 
charged by  the  prejudices,  of  the  ancient  hiftorians, 
It  is  hard  to  fay  whether  his  conduct  to  his  father, 
his  brother,  his  nephew,  or  his  fubjects,  was  molt 
culpable ;  or  whether  his  crimes,  in  thefe  refpects, 
ivere  not  even  exceeded  by  the  bafenefs  which  ap? 
peared  in  his  tranfactions  with  the  king  of  France, 
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C  HA  P.  the  pope,  and  the  barons.  His  European  domi- 
nions, when  they  devolved  to  him  by  the  death  of  hi  a 
J2.16.  brother,  were  more  extenfive  than  have  ever,  fince  his 
time,  been  ruled  by  an  Englifh  monarch :  But  he  firft 
loft,  by  his  mifconduct,  the  flourifiiing  provinces  in 
France,  the  ancient  patrimony  of  his  family  :  He  fub- 
jected  his  kingdom  to  a  fhameful  vafTalge  under  the 
fee  of  Rome  :  He  faw  the  prerogatives  of  his  crown 
diminiihed  by  law,  and  ftill  more  reduced  by  faction  : 
And  he  died  at  laft,  when  in  danger  of  being  totally 
expelled  by  a  foreign  power,  and  of  either  ending 
his  life  miferably  in  prifon,  or  feeking  fhelter  as  a  fu-> 
gitive  from  the  purfuit  of  his  enemies. 

The  prejudices  againd  this  prince  were  fo  violent, 
that  he  was  believed  to  have  lent  an  embaffy  to  the 
Miramoulin  or  emperor  of  Morocco,  and  to.  have 
offered  to  change  his  religion  and  become  Maho- 
metan, in  order  to  purchafe  the  protection  of  that 
monarch.  But  though  this  (lory  is  told  us,  on 
plauhble  authority,  by  Matthew  Paris6,  it  is  in  it- 
ielf  utterly  improbable  ;  except  that  there  is  nothing 
fo.  incredible  but  may  be  believed  to  proceed  from 
the  folly  and  wickednefs  of  John. 

The  monks  throw  great  reproaches  on  this  prince 
for  his  impiety  and  even  infidelity  j  and  as  an  in- 
stance of  it,  they  tell  us,  that  having  one  day  caught 
a  very  fat  flag,  he  exclaimed,  How  plump  and  welt 
fed  is  this  animal !  and  yet  I  dare  /wear  he  never 
heard  mafs  f.  This  fally  of  wit,  upon  the  ufual  cor- 
pulency of  the  prieds,  more  than  all  his  enormous 
crimes  and  iniquities,  made  him  pafs  with  them  for 
an  atheifb 

John  left  two  legitimate  fons  behind  him,  Renry, 
born  on  the  firft  of  October  1207,  and  now  nine 
years  of  age  ;  and  Richard,  born  on  the  iixth  of 
January  1209;  and  three  daughters,  Jane,  after- 
wards married  to  Alexander  king  of  Scots ;  Eleanor^ 
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married  fir  ft  to  William  Marefchal  the  younger,  earl 
of  Pembroke,  and  then  to  Simon  Mountfort,  earl 
of  Leicefter  ;  and  Ifabella,  married  to  the  emperor  1*1 
Frederic  II.  All  thefe  children  were  born  to  him  by 
Isabella  )f  Angoulefme  his  fecond  wife.  His  illegi- 
timate children  were  numerous  •,  but  none  of  them 
were  anywife  diftinguifhed. 

It  was  this  king  who,  in  the  ninth  year  of  his 
reign,  firft  gave  by  charter  to  the  citv  of  London, 
the  right  of  electing  annually  a  mayor  out  of  its  own 
body,  an  office  which  was  till  now  held  for  life.  He 
gave  the  city  alfo  power  to  elect  and  remove  its  (he- 
riffs  at  pleafure,  and  its  common-council- men  an- 
nually. London-bridge  was  fmifhed  in  this  reign  : 
The  former  bridge  was  of  wood.  Maud  the  emprefs 
was  the  firft  that  built  a  ftone  bridge  in  England, 
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The  FEUDAL   and   ANGLO-NORMAN 

Government  and  Manners. 


Origin  of  the  feudal  law Its  progrefs Feudal 

government  of  England The  feudal  parliament 

« The  commons ^Judicial  power Reve- 
nue  of  the  crown Commerce          The  church 

• Civil  laws Manners, 


THE  feudal  law  is  the  chief  foundation,  both  Appendix 
of  the  political  government  and  of  the  jurif-  {  "'  . 
prudence  eftablifhed  by  the  Normans  in  England. 
Our  fubjecl  therefore  requires  that  we  mould  form  a 
juft  idea  of  this  law,  in  order  to  explain  the  ftate 
as  well  of  that  kingdom  as  of  all  other  kingdoms  of 
Europe,  which  during  thofe  ages  were  governed  by 
fimilar  inftitutions.  And  though  I  am  fenfible  that 
I  mull  here  repeat  many  obfervations  and  reflections 
which  have  been  communicated  by  others  6 ;  yet,  as 
every  book,  agreeably  to  the  cbfervation  of  a  great 
hiftorian  h,  mould  be  as  complete  as  pofTible  within 
itfelf,  and  ihould  never  refer  for  any  thing  material 
to  other  books,  it  will  be  neceflary  in  this  place  to 
deliver  a  fhort  plan  of  that  prodigious  fabric  which 
for  feveral  centuries  prefer ved  fuch  a  mixture  of  li- 
berty and  oppreffion,  order  and  anarchy,  liability 

8  L'Efprit  de  Loix.    Dr.  Robertfon's  Hiftory  of  Scotland. 
*  Fadre  Paolo  Hift.  Cone.  Trid. 
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Appendk    and  revolution,  as  was  never  experienced  in  any  otnel* 

yj^'        age,  or  any  other  part  of  the  world. 

On'giL  of        After  the  nothern  nations  had  fubdued  the  pro- 

theieudal  vinces  of  the  Roman  empire,  they  were  obliged  tor 
eftablim  a  fyftem  of  government  which  might  fecur'e 
their  conquefts,  as  well  agaiiift  the  revalt  of  their 
numerous  fubjects  who  remained  in  the  provinces, 
as  from  the  inroads  of  other  tribes,  who  might  be 
tempted  to  ravifh  from'  them  their  new  asquifition.3. 
The  gfeal .  change  of  clrcumftances  made  them 
here  depart  from  thole  mftitutions  which  prevailed 
among  them  while  they  remained  in  the  forefls  of 
Germany  ;  .yet  was  it  frill  natural  for  them  to  re- 
tain, in  th^ir  prefent.  fettlement,  as  much  of  their 
antient  cuftoms  as'\vas"  compatible  with  their  new 
fituation. 

The  German  governments,  being  more  a  con- 
federacy of  independent  warriors  than  a  civil  fub- 
jedtion,  derived  their  principal  force  from  many  in- 
ferior and  voluntary  affociatiOns,  which  individuals 
formed  under  a  particular  head  or  chieftain,  and 
which  it  became  the  high  eft  point  of  honour  to 
maintain  with  inviolable  fidelity.  The  glory  of  the 
chief  confified  in  the  number,  the  bravery,  and  the 
zealous  attachment  of  his  retainers :  The  duty  of 
the  retainers  required  that  they  mould  accompany 
their  chief  in  all  wars  and  dangers,  that  they  mould 
fight  and  perifh  by  his  fide,  and  that  they  mould 
elteem  his  renown  or  his  favour  a  fufficient  recom- 
pence  for  all  their  fervices '.  The  prince  himfelf 
was  nothing  but  a  great  chieftain,  who  was  cholen 
from  among  the  reft  on  account  of  his  fuperior  va- 
lour or  nobility  ;  and  who  derived  his  power  from 
the  voluntary  alfociation  or  attachment  of  the  other 
chieftains. 

When   a  tribe,   governed  by  thefe  ideas,    and 
actuated  by  thefe  principles,  fubdued  a  large  territory, 

*  Tacit,  de  Mor.  Germ-. 

£     *  they 


APPENDIX     in  10$ 

they  found  that  though  it  was  neceflary  to  keep  Ap^dix 
themfelves  in  a  military  polture,  they  could  neither  ]J- 
Remain  united  in  a  body,  nor  take  up  their  quarters 
in  feveral  garrifons,  and  that  their  manners  and  in- 
ftitutions  debarred  them  from  ufing  thefe  expe*. 
dients  ;  the  obvious  ones,  which  in  a  like  fituation 
would  have  been  employed  by  a  more  civilized  na- 
tion. Then*  ignorance  in  the  art  of  finances,  and 
perhaps  the  devaluations  infeparable  from  fuch  vio* 
lent  conquefts,  rendered- it  impracticable  for  them 
to  levy  taxes  fufficient  for  the  pay  of  numerous  ar* 
mies ;  and  their  repugnance  to  fubordination,  with 
their  attachment  to  rural  pleafures,  made  the  life  of 
the  camp  or  garrifon,  if  perpetuated  during  peace* 
fill  times,  extremely  odious  and  difguftful  to  them. 
They  feized,  therefore,  fuch  a  portion  of  the  con- 
quered lands  as  appeared  neceflary  ;  they  aftigned  a 
fhare  for  fupporting  the  dignity  of  their  prince  and 
government  j  they  diftributed  other  parts,  under  the 
title  of  fiefs,  to  the  chiefs  ;  thefe  made  a  new  par* 
tition  among  their  retainers ;  the  exprefs  condition 
of  all  thefe  grants  was,  that  they  might  be  refumed 
at  pleafure,  and  that  the  poffeffor,  fo  long  as  he  en- 
joyed them,  mould  ftill  remain  in  readinefs  to  take 
the  field  for  the  defence  of  the  nation.  And  though 
the  conquerors  immediately  feparated,  in  order  to 
enjoy  their  new  acquisitions,  their  martial  difpofition 
made  them  readily  fulfil  the  terms  of  their  engage- 
ment :  They  aflembled  on  the  firit  alarm  ;  their  ha- 
bitual attachment  to  the  chieftain  made  them  will- 
ingly fubmit  to  his  command  ;  and  thus  a  regular 
military  force,  though  concealed,  was  always  ready 
to  defend,  on  any  emergence,  the  interefl  and  honour 
of  the  community. 

We  are  not  to  imagine  that  all  the  conquered 
lands  were  feized  by  the  northern  conquerors  ;  or 
that  the  whole  of  the  land  thus  feized  was  fubjected 
to  thofs  military  fervices.     This  fuppoiition  is  con- 
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Appendix   futed  by  the  hiftory  of  all  the  nations  on  the  contf- 
11         nent.     Even  the  idea  given  us  of  the  German  man- 

y*3*'^v^w^  ners  by  the  Roman  hiltorian,  may  convince  us  that 
that  bold  people  would  never  have  been  content  with 
fo  precarious  a  fubfiftence,  or  have  fought  to  procure 
eftablifhments  which  were  only  to  continue  during 
the  good  pleafure  of  their  fovereign.  Though  the 
northern  chieftains  accepted  of  lands  which,  being 
confidered  as  a  kind  of  military  pay,  might  be  re- 
fumed  at  the  will  of  the  king  or  general ;  they  alfo 
took  poifeffion  of  eftates  which,  being  hereditary  and 
Independent,  enabled  them  to  maintain  their  native 
liberty,  and  fupport,  without  court-favour,  the  ho- 
nour of  their  rank  and  family. 

Progrefs         But  there  is  a  great  difference,    in  the  confe- 

©f  the  feu-  quences,  between  the  distribution  of  a  pecuniary  fub- 
fiftence,  and  the  affignment  of  lands  burthened  with 
the  condition  of  military  fervice.  The  delivery  of 
the  former  at  the  weekly,  monthly,  or  annual  terms 
of  payment,  flill  recalls  the  idea  of  a  voluntary  gra- 
tuity from  the  prince,  and  reminds  the  foldier  of 
the  precarious  tenure  by  which  he  holds  his  com- 
miffion.  But  the  attachment,  naturally  formed  with 
a  fixed  portion  of  land,  gradually  begets  the  idea  of 
fomething  like  property,  and  makes  the  pofleflbr 
forget  his  dependent  fituation,  and  the  condition 
which  was  at  firfl  annexed  to  the  grant.  It  feemed 
equitable,  that  one  who  had  cultivated  and  fowed  a 
field  mould  reap  the  harveft :  Hence  fiefs,  which 
were  at  firfl  entirely  precarious,  were  fcon  made  an- 
nual. A  man  who  had  employed  his  money  in 
building,  planting,  or  other  improvements,  ex- 
pected to  reap  the  fruits  of  his  labour  or  expence : 
Hence  they  were  next  granted  during  a  term  of  years. 
It  would  be  thought  hard  to  expel  a  man  from  his 
pofleffions  who  had  always  done  his  duty,  and  per* 
formed  the  conditions  on  which  he  originally  re- 
ceived thera :  Hence  the  chieftains,  in  a  iubfequcnt 
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period,  thought  therrifelves  entitled  to  demand  the  Appendix 
enjoyment  of  their  feudal  lands  during  life.  It  was 
found,  that  a  man  would  more  willingly  expofe  him- 
felf  in  battle,  if  allured  that  his  family  -mould  inherit 
his  porTeffions,  and  fhould  not  be  left  by  his  death  in 
want  and  poverty  :  Hence  fiefs  were  made  hereditary 
in  families,  and  defcended,  daring  one  age,  to  the 
fon,  then  to  the  grandfon,  next  to  the  brothers,  and 
afterwards  to  more  diflant  relations k.  The  idea  of 
property  Hole  in  gradually  upon  that  of  military  pay; 
and  each  century  made  fomefenfible  addition  to  the 
liability  of  fiefs  and  tenures. 

In  all  thefe  fucceilive  acquifitions,  the  chief  was 
fupported  by  his  vaflfals  ;  who,  having  originally 
a  Strong  connection  with  him,  augmented  by  the 
conftant  intercourse  of  good  offices,  and  by  the 
friendship  arifing  from  vicinity  and  dependance, 
were  inclined  to  follow  their  leader  againft  all  his 
enemies,  and  voluntarily,  in  his  private  quarrels, 
paid  him  the  fame  obedience  to  which,  by  their 
tenure,  they  were  bound  in  foreign  wars.  While 
he  daily  advanced  new  pretenfions  to  fecure  the 
poffelTion  of  his  fuperior  fief,  they  expected  to  find 
the  fame  advantage,  in  acquiring  liability  to  their 
fubordinate  ones  5  and  they  zealouily  oppofed  the 
intrufion  of  a  new  lord,  who  would  be  inclined,  as  he 
was  fully  intitled,  to  bellow  the  pofiefiion  of  their 
lands  on  his  own  favourites  and  retainers.  Thus  the 
authority  of  the  Sovereign  gradually  decayed  ;  and 
each  noble,  fortified  in  his  own  territory  by  the 
attachment  of  his  valla! s,  became  too  powerful  to 
be  expelled  by  an  order  from  the  throne;  and  he 
fecured  by  law  what  he  had  at  fTrft  acquired  by  usur- 
pation. 

During  this  precarious  flate  of  the  Supreme 
power,  a  difference  would  immediately  be  experi- 
enced between  thofe  portions   of  territory   which 

k  Lib.  Feu.!,  lib.  i.tit.  1. 
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Appfndix  xvere  fubjected  to  the  feudal  tenures,  and  tfiofe 
which  were  poffeffed  by  an  allodial  or  free  title* 
Though  the  latter  poffeffions  had  at  firft  been 
efteemed  much  preferable,  they  were  focn  found, 
by  the  progreffive  changes  introduced  into  public 
and  private  law,  to  be  of  an  inferior  condition  to 
the  former.  The  pofTeffors  of  a  feudal  territory, 
united  by  a  regular  fubordination  under  one  chief, 
and  by  the  mutual  attachments  of  the  vaffals,  had 
the  fame  advantages  over  the  proprietors  of  the 
other,  that  a  difciplined  army  enjoys  over  a  dif- 
perfed  multitude ;  and  were  enabled  to  commit 
with  impunity  all  injuries  on  their  defencelefs  neigh- 
bours. Every  one,  therefore,  flattened  to  feek  that 
protection  which  he  found  fo  neceffary ;  and  each 
allodial  proprietor,  refigning  his  poiTeffions  into  the 
hands  of  the  king,  or  of  fome  nobleman  reflected 
for  power  or  valour,  received  them  back  with  the 
condition  of  feudal  fervices ',  which,  though  a  bur- 
den fomewhat  grievous,  brought  him  ample  com- 
penfation,  by  connecting  him  with  the  neighbour- 
ing proprietors,  and  placing  him  under  the  guar- 
dianfhip  of  a  potent  chieftain.  The  decay  of  the 
political  government  thus  neceffarily  occafioned  the 
extenfion  of  the  feudal :  The  kingdoms  of  Europe 
were  univerfally  divided  into  baronies,  and  thefe 
into  inferior  fiefs :  And  the  attachment  of  vaffals  to 
their  chief,  which  was  at  firft  an  effential  part  of 
the  German  manners,  was  (till  fupported  by  the 
fame  caufes  from  which  it  at  fir  ft  arole  ;  the  necef- 
fity  of  mutual  protection,  and  the  continued  inter- 
courfe,  between  the  head  and  the  members,  of  be- 
nefits and  fervices. 

But  there  was  another  circumflance  which  cor- 
roborated thefe  feudal  dependencies,  and  tended  to 
connect  the  vaffals  with  their  fuperior  lord  by  an 
indiffoluble    bond  of   union.     The  northern   con- 

i  Marculf.  Form,  47  apiul  Lindenbr.  p.  1238. 
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^uerors,  as  well  as  the  more  early  Greeks  and  Ro-  Appendix 
mans,  embraced  a  policy,  which  is  unavoidable  to 
all  nations  that  have  made  ilender  advances  in  re- 
finement :  They  every  where  united  the  civil  juris- 
diction with  the  military  power.      Law,  in  its  com- 
mencement was  not   an  intricate  fcience,  and   was 
more  governed  by  maxims  of  equity,  which  feeni 
obvious  to  common  fenfe,  than  by  numerous  and 
fubtile  principles,  applied  to  a  variety  of  cafes   by 
profound    reafonings  from   analogy.       An    officer, 
though  he  had  palled  his  life  in  the  field,  was  able 
to  determine  all  legal  controversies  which  could  oc- 
cur within  the  diitrict  committed  to  his  charge  ;  and 
his  decifions  were  the  moil  likely  to  meet  with  a 
prompt  and  ready  obedience,  from  men  who  re- 
fpected   his  perlon,    and  were   accuftomed    to  act 
under  his  command.     The  profit  arifmg  from  pu- 
nishments, which  were  then  chiefly  pecuniary,  was 
another  reafon  for  his'defiring  to  retain  the  judicial 
power ;  and  when  his  fief  became  hereditary,  this 
authority,  which  was  eSTential  to  it,  was  alfo  tranf- 
mitted  to    his   pofterity.     The   counts    and  other 
magiftrates,  whole  power  was  merely  official,  were 
tempted  in  imitation  of  the   feudal    lords,  whom 
they  refembled  in  fo  many  particulars,  to  render 
their  dignity  perpetual  and  hereditary ;  and  in  the 
decline  of  the  regal  power,  they  found  no  difficulty 
in  making  good  their  pretenfions.     After  this  man- 
ner the  vail  fabric  o[  feudal  Subordination  became 
quite    folid  and   comprehensive;    it    formed  every 
where  an  effential  part  of  the  political  conftitution  ; 
and  the  Norman  and  other  barons,  who  followed 
the  fortunes  of  William,  were  fo  accuftomed  to  it 
that  they  could  fcarcely  form  an  idea  of  any  other 
{pedes  of  civil  government1". 

m  The  ideas  of  the  feudal  government  were  fo  rooted,  that  even 
lawyers,  in  thofe  ages,  could  not  form  a  notion  of  any  other  eon- 
ftitution.  Regmim  (fays  Brafton,  lib  3.  cap,  34\  guqd  ex  comitau- 
bus  gf  baronibus  dkitur  ej[<:  corjlliutam, 

The 
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Appendix  The  Saxons  who  conquered  England,  as  the/ 
5<^'v(  exterminated  the  ancient  inhabitants,  and  thought 
themfelves  fecured  by  the  fea  againft  new  invaders,, 
found  it  lefs  requifite  to  maintain  themfelves  in  a 
military  poflure :  The  quantity  of  land  which 
they  annexed  to  offices  feems  to  have  been  of  fmall 
value  y  and  for  that  reafon  continued  the  longer  in 
its  original  fituation,  and  was  always  poffelTed  dur- 
ing pleafure  by  thofe  who  were  intruded  with  the 
command.  Thefe  conditions  were  too  precarious 
to  fatisfy  the  Norman  barons,  who  enjoyed  more- 
independent  poiTeffions  and  jurifdi&ions  in  their 
own  country  ;  and  William  was  obliged,  in  the 
new  diilribution  of  land,  to  copy  the  tenures,  which 
were  now  become  univerfal  on  the  continent.  Eng- 
land of  a  fudden  became  a  feudal  kingdom  n ;  and 
received  all  the  advantages,  and  was  expofed  to  all 
the  inconveniencies,  incident  to  that  fpecies  of  civil 
polity. 
Thefeudal  According  to  the  principles  of  the  feudal  law, 
govern-      ^    kj       Was  the  fupreme  lord  of  the  landed  pro- 

xnent  of  o  „„r.  .  .        r     .  r 

l»giand.  perty :  All  pofleflors  who  enjoyed  the  fruits  or  re- 
venue of  any  part  of  it,  held  thofe  privileges,  either 
mediately  or  immediately,  of  him  ;  and  their  pro- 
perty was  conceived  to  be,  in  fome  degree,  condi- 
tional °.  The  land  was  frill  apprehended  to  be  a 
fpecies  of  benefice  which  was  the  original  concep- 
tion of  a  feudal  property ;  and  the  vaiTal  owed,  in 
return  for  it,  dated  fervices  to  his  baron,  as  the  ba- 
ron himfelf  did  for  his  land  to  the  crown.  The 
vaiTal  was  obliged  to  defend  his  baron  in  war ;  and 
the  baron,  at  the  head  of  his  vaifals,  was  bound  to 
tight  in  defence  of  the  king  and  kingdom.  But 
befides  thefe  military  fervices,  which  were  cafual, 
there  were  others  impofed  of  a  civil  nature,  which, 
were  more  conftant  and  durable. 


»  Coke  Comm.  on  Lit.  p.  r,  a.  ad  feft.  i. 

•  Sumner  of  Gavclk.  p.  100,    Smith  de  Rep.  lib,  3.  cap.  10. 
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The  northern  nations  had  no  idea,  thai  any  Appendix 
man,  trained  up  to  honour,  and  inured  to  arms, 
was  ever  to  be  governed,  without  his  own  content, 
by  the  abfolute  will  of  another ;  or  that  the  admi- 
niflration  of  juftzcewas  ever  to  be  exercifed  by  the 
private  opinion  of  any  one  magiftrate,  without  the 
concurrence  of  fome  other  perfons,  whofe  interefi. 
might  induce  them  to  check-  his  arbitrary  and  ini- 
quitous decifions.  The  king,  therefore,  when  he 
found  it  neceffary  to  demand  any  fervice  of  his 
barons  or  chief  tenants,  beyond  what  was  due  by 
their  tenures,  was  obliged  to  aftemble  them,  in  or- 
der to  obtain  their  confent ;  And  when  it  was  necef- 
fary to  determine  any  controverfy  which  might  arife 
among  the  barons  themfelves,  the  queltion  muft  be 
difcuffed  in  their  pretence,  and  be  decided  accord- 
ing to  their  opinion  or  advice.  In  thefe  two  cir- 
eumflances  of  confent  and  advice,  confide  1  chiefly 
the  civil  fervices  of  the  ancient  barons ;  and  thefe 
implied  all  the  confiderable  incidents  of  govern- 
ment. In  one  view  the  barons  regarded  this  at- 
tendance as  their  principal  privilege ;  in  another, 
as  a  grievous  burden.  That  no  momentous  affaire 
could  be  tranfa&ed  without  their  confent  and  ad- 
vice, was  in  general  efteemed  the  great  fecurity  of 
their  poffeffions  and  dignities :  But  as  they  reaped 
110  immediate  profit  from  their  attendance  at  court, 
and  were  expofed  to  great  inconvenience  and  charge 
by  an  abfence  from  their  own  eftates,  every  one  was 
glad  to  exempt  himfelf  from  each  particular  exer- 
tion of  this  power ;  and  was  pleated  both  that  the 
call  for  that  duty  mould  teldom  return  upon  him,  and 
that  others  mould  undergo  the  burden  in  his  ftead. 
The  king,  on  the  other  hand,  was  ufualiy  anxious, 
for  teveral  reafons,  that  the  alterably  of  the  barons 
#>ould  be  full  at  every  (fated  or  cafual  meeting : 
This  attendance  was  the  chief  badge  of  their  fub- 
prdination  to  his  crown,  and  drew  them  from  that 
fndeperjdence  which  they  were  apt  to  affect  in  their 
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Appendix  own  caftles  and  manors ;  and  where  the  meeting  was 
thin  or  ill  attended,  its  determinations  had  lefs  au- 
thority, and  commanded  not  fo  ready  an  obedience 
from  the  whole  community. 

The  cafe  was  the  fame  with  the  barons  in  their 
courts,  as  with  the  king  in  the  fupreme  council  of 
the  nation.  It  was  requifite  to  affemble  the  vanals,  in 
order  to  determine  by  their  vote  any  queftion  which 
regarded  the  barony  j  and  they  fat  along  with  the 
chief  in  all  trials,  whether  civil  or  criminal,  which 
occurred  within  the  limits  of  their  jurifdiction.  They 
were  bound  to  pay  fuit  and  fervice  at  the  court  of 
their  baron  ;  and  as  their  tenure  was  military,  and 
confequently  honourable,  they  were  admitted  into 
his  fociety,  and  partook  of  his  friend  (hip.  Thus,  a 
kingdom  was  confidered  only  as  a  great  barony,  and 
a  barony  as  a  fmall  kingdom.  The  barons  were 
peers  to  each  other  in  the  national  council,  and,  in 
fome  degree,  companions  to  the  king  :  The  vaflals 
were  peers  to  each  other  in  the  court  of  barony,  and 
companions  to  their  baron  p. 

But  though  this  refemblance  fo  far  took  place, 
the  vaflals,  by  the  natural  courie  of  things,  uni- 
verfally, .  in  the  feudal  constitutions,  fell  into  a 
greater  fubordination  under  the  baron,  than  the  ba- 
ron himfelf  under  his  fovereign  ;  and  theie  govern- 
ments had  a  neceflary  and  infallible  tendency  to 
augment  the  power  of  the  nobles.  The  great  chief, 
refiding  in  his  country«-feat,  which  he  was  com* 
monly  allowed  to  fortify,  loft,  in  a  great  meafure, 
his  connection  or  acquaintance  with  the  prince  ;  and 
added  every  day  new  force  to  his  authority  over  the 
vanals  of  the  barony.  They  received  from  him 
education  in  all  military  exercifes  :  His  hofpitality 
invited  them  to  live  and  enjoy  fociety  in  his  hall : 
Their  leifure,  which  was  great,  made  them  per- 
petual retainers  on  his  perfon,  and  partakers  of  his 

P  Du  Cang.  GlofT.  in  verb.  Par.  Cnjac.  Commun.  in  Lib,  Feud, 
lib.  i.  tit,  p,  id,    Spelm.  GIqiT.  in  verb, 

country 
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country  fports  and  amufements :  They  had  no  means  Appendix 
of  gratifying  their  ambition  but  by  making  a  figure 
in  his  train :  His  favour  and  countenance  was  their 
greater!  honour  :  His  difpleafure  expofed  them  to 
contempt  and  ignominy  :  And  they  felt  every  mo- 
ment the  neceffity  of  his  protection,  both  in  the  con- 
troversies which  occurred  with  other  vaffals,  and, 
what  was  more  material,  in  the  daily  inroads  and 
injuries  which  were  committed  by  the  neighbouring 
barons.  During  the  time  of  general  war,  the  fove- 
reign,  who  marched  at  the  head  of  his  armies,  and 
was  the  great  protector  of  the  itate,  always  acquired 
fome  acceffion  to  his  authority,  which  he  loft  during 
the  intervals  of  peace  and  tranquillity  :  But  the  loofe 
police,  incident  to  the  feudal  conititutions,  main- 
tained a  perpetual,  though  fecret  hoftility,  between 
the  feveral  members  of  the  itate ;  and  the  vaffals 
found  no  means  of  fecuring  themfelves  againfl  the 
injuries  to  which  they  were  continually  expofed,  but 
by  clofely  adhering  to  their  chief,  and  falling  into  a 
iubmiffive  dependence  upon  him. 

If  the  feudal  government  was  fo  little  favour- 
able to  the  true  liberty  even  of  the  military  vaffal, 
it  was  (till  more  deftructive  of  the  independence 
and  fecurity  of  the  other  members  of  the  Hate,  or 
what,  in  a  proper  ienie,  we  call  the  people.  A 
great  part  of  them  were  fevfs.,  and  lived  in  a  ftate  of 
abfolute  flavery  or  villainage  :  The  other  inhabit- 
ants of  the  country  paid  their  rent  in  fervices,  which 
were  in  a  great  meafure  arbitrary  ;  and  they  could 
expect  no  redrefs  of  injuries,  in  a  court  of  baronv, 
from  men  who  thought  they  had  a  right  to  opprefs 
and  tyranniie  over  them  :  The  towns  were  fituated 
either  within  the  dememes  of  the  king  or  the  lands 
of  the  great  barons,  and  were  almoft  entirely  iub- 
jefcted  to  the  abfolute  will  of  their  matter.  The 
languishing  itate  of  commerce  kept  the  inhabitants 
poor  and  contemptible  ;  and  the  political  inftitu- 
{ions  were  calculated  to  render  that  poverty  perpe- 
7  tuaj, 
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Appendix  tual.  The  barons  and  gentry,  living  in  ruftic  plenty 
11  -  and  hofpitality,  gave  no  encouragement  to  the  arts, 
and  had  no  demand  for  any  of  the  more  elaborate 
manufactures  :  Every  profeflion  was  held  in  con? 
tempt  but  that  of  arms :  And  if  any  merchant  or 
manufacturer  rofe  by  induftry  and  frugality  to  a  de- 
gree of  opulence,  he  found  himfelf  but  the  more  ex- 
pofed  to  injuries,  from  the  envy  and  avidity  of  the 
military  nobles. 

These  concurring  caufes  gave  the  feudal  govern* 
ments  fo  ftrong  a  bias  towards  ariftocracy,  that  the 
royal  authority  was  extremely  eclipfed  in  all  the  Eu- 
ropean ftates ;  and,  inftead  of  dreading  the  growth  of 
monarchical  power,  we  might  rather  expect:  that  the 
community  would  every  where  crumble  into  fo  many 
independent  baronies,  and  lofc  the  political  union  by 
which  they  were  cemented.  In  elective  monarchies, 
the  event  was  commonly  anfwerable  to  this  expec- 
tation ;  and  the  barons,  gaining  ground  on  every 
vacancy  of  the  throne.,  railed  themfelves  almoit  to  a 
flate  of  fovereignty,  and  facrinced  to  their  power 
both  the  rights  of  the  crown  and  the  liberties  of  the 

O 

people.  But  hereditary  monarchies  had  a  principle 
of  authority  which  was  not  fo  eafily  fubverted ;  and 
there  were  feveral  caufes  which  flill  maintained  a  de«f 
gree  of  influence  in  the  hands  of  the  fovereign. 

The  greateft  baron  could  never  lofe  view  entirely 
of  thofe  principles  of  the  feudal  conftitution  which 
bound  him,  as  a  vaffal,  to  fubmiilion  and  fealty  to? 
wards  his  prince ;  becaufe  he  was  every  moment 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  thofe  principles,  in  ex- 
acting fealty  and  fubmiffion  from  his  own  vaffals. 
The  lefler  barons,  finding  that  the  annihilation  of 
royal  authority  left  them  expofed,  without  protec- 
tion, to  the  intuits  and  injuries  of  more  potent  neigh- 
bours, naturally  adhered  to  the  crown,  and  pro- 
moted the  execution  of  general  and  equal  laws.  The 
people  had  ftill  a  ftronger  intereft  to  defire  the  gran^ 
deur  of  the  fovereign ;  and  the  king,  being  the  legal 

o  magiftrate. 
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frnagi  urate,  who  fuffered  by  every  internal  con-  Appendix 
vulfion  or  oppreiTion,  and  who  regarded  the  great 
nobles  as  his  immediate  rivals,  aflumed  the  falutary 
office  of  general  guardian"  or  protector  of  the  com- 
mons. Befides  the  prerogatives  with  which  the  law 
inverted  him,  his  large  demefnes  and  numerous 
retainers  rendered  him,  in  one  fenfe,  the  greateff, 
baron  in  his  kingdom  ;  and  where  he  was  poflefled 
of  perfonal  vigour  and  abilities  (for  his  fituation 
required  thefe  advantages),  he  was  commonly  able 
to  preferve  his  authority,  and  maintain  his  ftation 
as  head  of  the  community,  and  the  chief  fountain 
of  law  and  juftice. 

The  firft  kings  of  the  Norman  race  were  favoured 
by  another  circumftance  which  preferved  them  from 
the  encroachments  of  their  barons.    They  were  ge- 
nerals  of  a  conquering  army,  which  was  obliged  to 
continue  in  a  military  pofture,  and  to  maintain  great 
fubordination  under  their  leader,  in  order  to  fecure 
themfelvcs  from  the  revolt  of  the  numerous  natives, 
whom  they  had  bereaved  of  all  their  properties  and 
privileges.     But  though  this  circumftance  fupported 
the  authority  of  William  and  his  immediate  fuccef- 
fors,  and  rendered  them  extremely  abfolute,  it  was 
loft  as  foon  as  the  Norman  barons  began  to  incor- 
porate with  the  nation,  to  acquire  a  fecurity  in  their 
pofteffions,  and  to  fix  their  influence  over  their   vaf- 
fals,  tenants,  andflaves.     And  the  immenfe  fortunes 
which  the  Conqueror  had  beftowed  on  his  chief  cap- 
tains, ferved  to  fupport  their  independence,  and  make 
them  formidable  to  the  fovetfeign. 

He  gave,  for  inftance,  to  Hugh  de  AbrincJs,  his 
filler's  ion,  the  whole  county  of  Chefter,  which  he 
eretled  into  a  palatinate,  and  rendered  by  his  grant 
aJmoft  independent  of  the  crown  1.  Robert  earl  of 
Mortaigne  had  973  manors  and  lordmips  :  Allan 
earl  of  Britanny  and  Richmond  442  :  Odo  biihop 

S  Carad.  in  Chdh,     Spel.  Glofl*.  in  verb.  Comes  Palatinus. 
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Appendix  of  Baieux  439/ :  Geoffrey  bifhop  of  Coutance  23o*J 
<J*i.  Walter  Giffard  earl  of  Buckingham  107  :  William 
earl  Warrenne  298,  befides  28  towns  or  hamlets  in 
Yorkfhire  :  Todenei  Si  :  Roger  Bigod  123:  Ro- 
bert earl  of  Eu  '19:  Roger  Mortimer  132,  be- 
fides feveral  hamlets:  Robert  de  Stafford  130: 
Walter  de  Eurus  earl  of  Salifbury  46  :  Geoffrey  de 
Mandeville  118:  Richard  de  Clare  :ji:  Hugh  de 
Beauchamp  47  :  Baldwin  de  Ridvers  164:  Henry 
de  Ferrars  222  :  William  de  Percy  1 19  l :  Norman 
d'Arcy  33".  Sir  Henry  Spelman  computes,  that 
in  the  large  county  of  Norfolk,  there  were  not,  in 
the  Conqueror's  time,  above  iixty-fix  proprietors 
of  landw.  Men,  poiTeffed  of  fuch  princely  reve- 
nues and  jurifdi&ions,  could  not  long  be  retained 
in  the  rank  of  fubiects.  The  great  earl  Warrenne, 
in  afubfequent  reign,  when  he  was  queflioned  con- 
cerning his  right  to  the  lands  which  he  poffeffed, 
drew  his  fword,  which  he  produced  as  his  title ; 
adding  that  William  the  Baiiard  did  not  conquer 
the  kingdom  himfelf ;  but  that  the  barons,  and  his 
anceftor  among  the  reft,  were  joint  adventurers  in 
the  enterprife x. 
Tyfru-  yHE  fUpreme  legiflative  power  of  England  was 
Kament"  -lodged  in  the  king  and  great  council,  or  what  was 
afterwards  called  the  parliament.  It  is  not  doubted 
but  the  archbifhops,  biihops,  and  moil  confiderable 
abbots,  were  condiment  members  of  this  council. 
They  fat  by  a  double  title  :  By  prefcription,  as  hav- 
ing always  poffeffed  that  privilege,  through  the 
whole  Saxon  period,  from  the  firft  eftablifhment  of 
Chriflianity  ;  and  by  their  right  of  baronage,  as 
holding  of  the   king   in  capite   by  military  fervice. 

r  Brady's  Hift.'-p.  198.  200.  s  Order.  Vital. 

t  Dugdale's  Baronage,  from  Domefday  Book,  vol.  i.  p.  60.  74. 
iii.  Ti2.   13a.   136.  1?  8.  156.  174.  aoo.  207.  223.  254.  257-  269. 

■u  Ibid.  369.  It  is  remarkable  that  this  family  of  d'Arcy  feems 
to  be  the  only  male  descendants  of  any  of  the  conqueror's  barons 
now  remaining  among  the  peers.  Lord  Holdernefle  is  the  heir  of  that 
family.  w  Spel.  Gloff.  in  verb.  Domefday,  *  jJUg.  Ban 

vol.  i.  p.  79.    Ibid.  Origincs  Juridicaks,  p.  1  \, 

Thefe 
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f  hefe  two  titles  of  the  prelates  were  never  accu-  Appendix 
lately  diftinguiihed.  When  the  ufurpations  of  the 
church  had  rifen  to  fiich.  a  height,  as  to  make  the 
bifhops  affect  a  feparate  dominion,  and  regard  their 
Teat  in  parliament  as  a  degradation  of  their  epifcopal 
dignity ;  the  king  infilled  that  they  were  barons, 
and,  on  that  account,  obliged  by  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  feudal  law,  to  attend  on  him  in  his 
great  councils7.  Yet  there  ftill  remained  fome 
practices,  which  fuppofed  their  title  to  be  derived 
merely  from  ancient  porTcffion  :  When  a  bifhop  was 
elected,  he  fat  in  parliament  before  the  king  had 
made  him  reftitution  of  his  temporalties ;  and  du- 
ring the  vacancy  of  a  fee,  the  guardian  of  the  fpi- 
rituakies  was  fummoned  to  attend  along  with  the 
bifhops. 

The  barons  were  another  conflituent  part  of  the 
great  council  of  the  nation.  Thefe  held  immedi- 
ately of  the  crown  by  a  military  tenure  :  They  were 
the  mofl  honourable  members  of  the  flare,  and  had 
a  right  to  be  confulted  in  all  public  deliberations ; 
They  were  the  immediate  vafTals  of  the  crown,  and 
owed  as  a fefuice  their  attendance  in  the  court  of 
their  fupreme  lord.  A  refolution  taken  without 
their  confent  was  likely  to  be  but  ill  executed  :  And 
no  determination  of  any  caufe  or  controverfy  among 
them  had  any  validity,  where  the  vote  and  advice 
of  the  body  did  not  concur.  The  dignity  of  earl 
or  count  was  official  and  territorial,  as  well  as  here- 
ditary 5  and  as  all  the  earls  were  alfo  barons,  thev 
were  confidered  as  military  vafTals  of  the  crown, 
Were  admitted  in  that  capacity  into  the  general  coun- 
cil, and  formed  the  moil  honourable  and  powerful 
branch  of  it. 

But  there  was  another  clafs  of  the  immediate 
military  tenants  of  the  crown,  no  lefs,  or  probably 
more   numerous   than  the  barons,  the  tenants   in 

y  Spel.^  GIolT.  In  verb .  Baro, 

I  2  cattife 


Hfi  ftIS"f6H¥  6F   ENGLAND. 

Appendix  capite  by  knights  fervice ;  and  thefe,  however  in- 
ferior in  power  or  property,  held  by  a  tenure  which 
was  equally  honourable  with  that  of  the  others.  A 
barony  was  commonly  compofed  of  feveral  knights 
fees  :  And  though  the  number  feems  not  to  have 
been  exactly  defined,  feldom  confifted  of  lefs  than 
fifty  hydes  of  land z :  But  where  a  man  held  of  the 
king  only  one  or  two  knights  fees,  he  was  flill  an 
immediate  valfai  cf  the  crown,  and  as  fuch  had  a 
title  to  have  a  feat  in  the  general  councils.  But  as 
this  attendance  was  ufually  efteemed  a  burthen,  and 
one  too  great  for  a  man  of  flender  fortune  to  bear 
conftantly ;  it  is  probable  that,  though  he  had  a 
title,  if  he  pleafed,  to  be  admitted,  he  was  not 
obliged,  by  any  penalty,  like  the  barons,  to  pay  a 
regular  attendance.  All  the  immediate  military  te- 
nants  of  the  crown  amounted  not  fully  to  700,  when 
Domefday-book  was  framed  ;  and  as  the  members 
were  well  pleafed,  on  any  pretext,  to  excufe  them- 
ielves  from  attendance,  the  aflembly  was  never  likely 
to  become  too  numerous  for  the  diipatch  of  public 
bufmefs. 

The  com-  So  far  the  nature  of  a  general  council,  or  ancient 
parliament,  is  determined  without  any  doubt  or  con- 
troverfy.  The  only  queilion  feems  to  be  with  re- 
gard to  the  commons,  or  the  reprefentatives  of 
counties  and  boroughs ;  whether  they  were  alfo,  in 
more  early  times,  conftituent  parts  of  parliament  ? 
This  queilion  was  once  difputed  in  England  with 
great  acrimony  :  But  fuch  is  the  force  of  time  and 
evidence,  that  they  can  fometimes  prerail  even  over 
faction  ;  and  the  queilion  feems,  by  general  confent 
and  even  by  their  own,  to  be  at  lair  determined 
againft  the  ruling   party.     It  is  agreed,    that  the 

*  Four  hvdes  made  one  knight's  fee  :  the  relief  of  a  barony  was 
twelve  times  greater  than  that  of  a  knight's  fee  ;  whence  we  may 
conjecture  its  ufbal  value.  S'pelm.  Gloff.  inverh.Ffoitum.  There 
weft  143,600  hydes  in  England,  and  60, ar.,  knights  fees  ;  whence  it 
is  evident  that  there  were  a  little  more  than  four  hydes  iu  each 
knight's  fee. 

3  commons 
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commons  were  no  part  of  the  great  council,  till'fome  Append 
ages  after  the  Conqueft ;  and  that  the  military  tenants 
alone  of  the  crown  compofed  that  fupreme  and  le- 
giflative  affembly. 

The  vaflals  of  a  baron  were  by  their  tenure  im- 
mediately dependant  on  him,  owed  attendance  at  his 
court,  and  paid  all  their  duty  to  the  king,  through 
that  dependance  which  their  lord  was  obliged  by  bis 
tenure  to  acknowledge  to  his  fovereign  and  fuperior. 
Their  land,  comprehended  in  the  barony,  was  re- 
prefented  in  parliament  by  the  baron  himfelf,  who 
was  fuppofed,  according  to  the  fictions  of  the  feudal 
law,  to  pofiefs  the  di reel:  property  of  it,  and  it 
would  have  been  deemed  incongruous  to  give  it  any 
other  reprefentation.  They  flood  in  the  fame  ca- 
pacity to  him,  that  he  and  the  other  barons  did  to 
the  king  :  The  former  were  peers  of  the  barony  ; 
the  latter  were  peers  of  the  realm :  The  vaflals  pof- 
feiTed  a  fubordinate  rank  within  their  diftricl: ;  the 
baron  enjoyed  a  fuperior  dignity  in  the  great  aiTem- 
bly :  They  were  in  fome  degree  his  companions  at 
home ;  he  the  king's  companion  at  court :  And  no- 
thing can  be  more  evidently  repugnant  to  all  feudal 
ideas,  and  to  that  gradual  fubordination  which  was 
effential  to  thofe  ancient  inftitutions,  than  to  ima- 
gine that  the  king  would  apply  either  for  the  advice 
or  confent  of  men,  who  were  of  a  rank  fo  much  in- 
ferior, and  whofe  duty  was  immediately  paid  to  the 
mcfnc  lord  that  was  interpofed  between  them  and  the 
throne a. 

If  it  be  unreafonable  to  think  that  the  vaflals  of 
a  barony,  though  their  tenure  was  military  and  no- 
ble and  honourable,  were  ever  fummoned  to  give 
their  opinion  in  national  councils,  much  lefs  can  it 
be  fuppofed,  that  the  tradefmen  or  inhabitants  of 
boroughs,  whofe  condition  was  fo  much  inferior, 
would  be  admitted  to  that  privilege.  It  appears 
from  Domefday,  that  the  greateft  boroughs  were,  at 

a  Spelm.  Glofl*.  in  verb.  Bpra, 
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Appendix   the  time  of  the  Conqueft,  fcarcely  more  than  country 
villages  ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  lived  in  entire  de- 
pendanee  on  the  king  and  great  lords,  and  were  of  a, 
ftation  little  better  than  fervile b.     They  were  not 
then  fo  much  as  incorporated  ;   they  formed  no  com* 
munity  j    were  not  regarded  as  a  body  politic  ;  and 
being  really  nothing  but  a  number  of  low  depend- 
ent tradefmen,    living  without  any  particular  civil 
tie,  in  neighbourhood  together,    they  were  incapa* 
ble  of  being  reprefented  in  the  dates  of  the  king-, 
dom.      Even   in  France,    a   country  which  made 
more  early  advances  in  arts  and  civility  than  in  Eng« 
land,  the  firft  corporation  is  fixty  years  pofterior  to 
the  conqueft  under  the  duke  of  Normandy  ;    and 
the  erecling  of  thefe  communities  was  an  invention 
of  Lewis  the  Grofs,  in  order  to  free  the  people  from 
flavery  under  the  lords,  and  to  give  them  protection 
by  means  of  certain  privileges  and  a  feparate  juris- 
dictionc.     An  ancient  French  writer  calls  them  a 
new  and  wicked  device,  to  procure  liberty  to  Haves, 
and  encourage  them  in  making  off  the  dominion  of 
their  mailers  d.     The  famous  charter,  as  it  is  called, 
of  the  Conqueror  to  the   city  of  London,    though 
granted  at  a  time  when  he  affirmed  the  appearance 
of  gentlenefs  and  lenity,  is  nothing  but  a  letter  of 
protection,  and  a  declaration  that  the  citizens  mould 
not  be   treated  as  Haves e.     By  the  Englifh  feudal 
law,  the  fuperior  lord  was  prohibited  from  marry-, 
ing  his  female  ward  to  a  burgefs  or  a  villain  f ;    fe 
near  were  thefe  two  ranks  eiteemed  to  each  other, 
and  fo  much  inferior  to  the  nobility  and  gentry* 
Befides  poffeffing  the   advantages  of  birth,    riches, 
civil  powers  and  privileges,  the  nobles  and  gentle- 
men alone  were  armed,   a  circumflance  which  gave 
them  a  mighty  niperiority,  in  an  age  when  nothing 

b  Liber  homo  anciently  Minified  a  gentleman  :  For  fcarce  any  one 
befuU-  was  entirely  free.  Spelm.  GlpjfT.  in  verbo.  c  Du  Canjre's 
Gloff.  in  verb.  Commune,  Communitas.  A  Guiburtns  de  vita  fna 
lib.  ii.  cap.  7.  e  Stat,  of  Merton,  1235.  cap.  6. 

*  Hojlingflied,  vol.  iii.  p.  15, 

but 
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but  the  military  profeffion  was  honourable,  and  when  Appendix 
the  loofe  execution  of  laws  gave  fo  much   encou- 
ragement to  open  violence,  and  rendered  it  fo  deci- 
five  in  all  difputes  and  controverfies R. 

The  great  fimilarity  among  the  feudal  govern- 
ments of  Europe  is  well  known  to  every  man  that 
has  any  acquaintance  with  ancient  hiflory  ;  and  the 
antiquaries  of  all  foreign  countries,  where  the  queftion 
was  ne\er  embarrafTed  by  party  difputes,  have 
allowed,  that  the  commons  came  very  late  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  a  fhare  in  the  legislative  power.  In  Nor- 
mandy particularly,  whofe  conftitutionwas  mod  likely 
to  be  William's  model  in  railing  his  new  fabric  of 
Engliih  government,  the  ftates  were  entirely  com- 
pofed  of  the  clergy  and  nobility  ;  and  the  firft  incor- 
porated boroughs  or  communities  of  that  dutchy 
were  R  iien  and  Falaife,  which  enjoyed  their  privi- 
leges by  a  grant  of  Philip  Auguftus  in  the  year 
1 20  h.  All  the  ancient  Engliih  hiftorians,  when 
they  mention  the  great  council  of  the  nation,  call  it 
an  afiembly  of  the  baronage,  nobility,  or  great  men  ; 
and  none  of  their  expreflions,  though  feveral  hun- 
dred paffages  might  be  produced,  can,  without  the 
utmoft  violence,  be  tortured  to  a  meaning  which 
will  admit  the  commons  to  be  conflituent  members 
of  that  body j.     If  in  the  long  period  of  200  years, 

%  Madox's  Baron.  Angl.  p.  19.  h  Norman.  Du  Chefnii, 

p.  1066      Du  Cange,  GlofiT.  in  verb.  Commune. 

i  Sometimes  the  hiftorians  mention  the  people,  p&fiulus,  as  .1  part 
of  the  parliament  j  but  they  always  mean  the  laity,  in  oppofition  to 
the  clergy.  Sometimes  the  word  c-mmunitas  is  found  :  hut  it  always 
means  communitas  ba'-onngii.  Thefe  points  are  clearly  proved  by  Dr. 
Brady.  There  h  alfo  mention  foretimes  made  of  a  croud  or  multi- 
tude that  thronged  into  the  great  council  on  particular  interefting 
occafions  ,  but  as  deputies  from  boroughs  are  never  once  fpoke  off 
the  proof  that  they  had  not  then  an}  exifrence,  becomes  the  more 
certain  and  undeniable.  Thefe  never  could  make  a  crowd,  as  they 
mnft  have  had  a  regular  place  ailigned  them,  if  they  had  made  a  re- 
gular  part  of  the  legiffative  body.  There  were  only  ,30  boroughs  who 
received  writs  of  fummons  from  Edward  I.  It  is  expref  ly  fiid  in 
Geft  :  Reg.  Steph.  p.  932.  that  it  was  ufual  for  the  populace,  vulgtu 
to  crowd  into  the  r  reat  councils  ;  where  they  were  plainly  mere 
fpeciators,  and  could  only  gratify  their  curiolity. 

I  4  which 
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Appendix  which  elapfed  between  the  Conquefl  and  the  latter 
end  of  Henry  III.  and  which  abounded  in  factions, 
revolutions,  and  convulfions  of  all  kinds,  thehoufe 
of  commons  never  performed  one  fmgle  legiflative 
act.  fo  confiderable  as  to  be  once  mentioned  by  any 
of  the  numerous  hiftorians  of  that  age,  they  mufl 
have  been  totally  infignifkant :  And  in  that  cafe, 
what  reafon  can  be  affigned  for  their  ever  being  af- 
fembled  ?  Can  it  be  fuppofed,  that  men  of  fo  little 
Weight  or  importance  polfefled  a  negative  voice 
againfl  the  king  and  the  barons  ?  Every  page  of  the 
fubfequent  hiftories  difcovers  their  exiflence  ;  though 
thefe  hiftories  are  not  written  with  greater  accuracy 
than  the  preceding  ones,  and  indeed  fcarcely  equal 
them  in  that  particular.  The  Magna  Charta  of  king 
John  provides,  that  no  fcutage  or  aid  fnould  be  im- 
pofed,  either  on  the  land  or  towns,  but  by  confent 
of  the  great  council ;  and  for  more  fecurity,  it  enu- 
merates the  perfons  entitled  to  a  feat  in  that  afTem- 
bly,  the  prelates  and  immediate  tenants  of  the  crown, 
without  any  mention  of  the  commons  :  An  authority 
fo  full,  certain,  and  explicit,  that  nothing  but  the 
zeal  of  party  could  ever  have  procured  credit  to  any 
contrary  hypothefis. 

It  was  probably  the  example  of  the  French  ba* 
rons  which  firfb  emboldened  the  Englifh  to  require 
greater  independence  from  their  fovereign  :  It  is  alfo 
probable,  that  the  boroughs  and  corporations  of 
England  were  eftabiifhed  in  imitation  of  thofe  of 
France.  It  may,  therefore,  be  propofed  as  no  un- 
likely conjecture,  that  both  the  chief  privileges  of  the 
peers  in  England  and  the  liberty  of  the  commons 
were  originally  the  growth  of  that  foreign  country. 

In  ancient  times,  men  were  little  folicitous  10  ob- 
tain a  place  in  the  legiflative  aflemblies  ;  and  rather 
regarded  their  attendance  as  a  burden,  which  was 
not  compenfated  by  any  return  of  profit  or  honour 
proportionate  to  the  trouble  and  expence.  The  only 
reafon  for  inftituting  thofe  public  councils  was,  on 

the 
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the  part  of  the  fubjefl:,    that  they  defired  fome  fe-  Appendix 
curity  from  the  attempts   of  arbitrary  power  ;     and 
on  the  part  of  the    fovereign,  that  he   defpaired  of 
governing  men  of  fuch  independent   fpirits  without 
their  own  c'orifent  and  concurrence.     But  the  com- 
mons,  or  the  inhabitants  of  boroughs,  had  not  as  yet 
reached  fuch  a  degree  of  confederation  as  to  defire 
fecurity   againft   their    prince,  or   to    imagine,  that 
even  if  they  were  aflembled  in  a  reprefentative  body,, 
they  had  power  or  rank  fufficient  to  enforce  it.    The 
only  protection  which   they  afpired  to,  was  againft 
the  immediate  violence  and  injuftice  of  their  fellow- 
citizens  ;  and  this  advantage  each   of  them  looked 
for  from  the  courts  of  juflice,  or  from  the  authority 
of  fome  great  lord,  to  whom,  by  law  or  his  own 
choice,  he  was  attached.     On  the  other  hand,  the 
fovereign  was  fufficiently  allured  of  obedience  in  the 
whole  community,  if    he  procured  the  concurrence 
of  the  nobles ;  nor  had  he  reafon  to  apprehend  that 
any  order  of  the  (late  could  refill  his  and  their  united 
authority.     The  military  fub-vafials  could  entertain 
no  idea  of  oppofing  both  their  prince  and  their  fu- 
periors :  The  burgeffes   and  tradefmen  could  much 
lefs  afpire  to    fuch   a   thought  :  And  thus,  even  if 
hiftory  were  fiient  on  the  head,  we  have  reafon  to 
conclude,  from  the  known  fituation  of  fociety  during 
thofe  ages,    that  the  commons  were  never  admitted 
as  members  of  the  legiflative  body. 

The  executive  power  of  the  Anglo-Norman  o-o- 
vernment  was  lodged  in  the  king.  Befides  the  Hated 
meetings  of  the  national  council  at  the  three  great 
feilivals  of  Chriflmas,  Eafter,  and  Whitfuhtide  ',  he 
was  accuftomed,  on  any  iudden  exigence,  to  fum- 
mon  them  together.  He  could  at  his  pleafure  com- 
mand the  attendance  of  his  barons  and  their  valfals, 
in  which  confuted  the  military  force  of  the  king- 
dom ;  and  could  employ  them,  during   forty  days, 

1  Du^d.  Orig.Jurid.  p.  15    Spelm,  GI01T.  in  vcrbo  Parliament u,  t. 

either 
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Appendix  either  in  refilling  a  foreign  enemy,  or  reducing  his 
rebellious  fubje&s.  And,  what  was  of  great  import- 
ance, the  whole,  judicial  power  was  ultimately  in  his 
hands,  and  was  exercifed  by  officers  and  miniflers  of 
his  appointment. 

judicial  The  general  plan  of  the  Anglo-Norman  govern- 

cower,  or  o  o 

ment  was,  that  the  court  of  barony  was  appointed 
to  decide  fuch  controverfies  as  arofe  between  the 
feveral  vaffals  or  fubjects  of  the  fame  barony ;  the 
hundred-court  and  county-court,  which  were  it  ill 
continued  as  during  the  Saxon  times m,  to  judge 
between  the  fubiecls  of  different  baronies  n ;  and  the 
curia  regis,  or  king's  court,  to  give  fentence  among 
the  barons  themielves  °.  But  this  plan,  though 
fnnple,  was  attended  with  fome  circumftances 
which,  being  derived  from  a  very  extenfive  au- 
thority afTumed  by  the  Conqueror,  contributed  to 
Increafe  the  royal  prerogative  ;  and  as  long  as  the 
itate  was  not  difturbed -by  arms,  reduced  every  order 
of  the  community  to  fome  degree  of  dependance  and 
fubordination. 

The  king  himfelf  often  fat  in  his  court,  which  al- 
ways attended  his  perfon  p :  He  there  heard  amfes 
and   pronounced  judgement4;  and  though  he  was 

m  Ang   Sacra,  voli.  p.  334,  &c.    Dugd.  Oripr  Jurid.    p   27.  29. 
Madox.  liift.  of  F.xch    p.  7;,  76.     Spelm.  Gloff.  in  verbo  Hundred. 

n  None  of  the  feudal  governments  in  Europe  had  inch  inuitutiona 
as  the  county  courts,  vvhichthe  great  authority  of  the  Conquercruill 
retained  from  the  Saxon  cuftoms.  All  the  freeholders  of  the  county, 
even  the  greateft  barons,  were  obliged  to  attend  the  fherii  s  in  thefe 
courts,  and  to  affift  them  in  the  admin iftrati'on  of  jnftice.  By  thefe 
means  they  received  frequent  and  fenfible  admonition  of  their  de- 
pendance on  the  king  or  fnprememagiftrate  :  They  formed  a  kind  of 
community  with  their  fellow  barons  and  freeholders :  They  were 
often  drawn  from  their  individual  and  independent  ftate,  peculiar  to 
the  feudal  fyflem  ;  and  were  made  members  of  a  pol  tical  body  : 
And,perhap  ,  this  inftitution  of  county  courts  in  England  has  had 
greater  effect.-:  onthe  government  than  has  yet  been  diftinclly  pointed 
nut  byhiftoria'n  ,  or  traced  by  antiquaries.  The  barons  were  never 
able  to  free  themfelves  from  this  attendance  on  the  fherifls  and  itine- 
rant juftices  till  the  reign  of  Henry  III. 

0  Brady,  Pref.  p.  143.  P  Madox  Miff,  of  Exch.  p.  103. 

<J  Braiton,  lib.  iii.  cap   9.  §  t.  cap.  10.  §  i, 

affifted 
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afflfted  by  the  advice  of  the  other  members,  it  is  not  Appendix 
to  be  imagined  that  a  decifion  could  eafily  be  ob- 
tained contrary  to  his  inclination  or  opinion,  In  his 
abfence  the  chief  judiciary  prefided,  who  was  the 
firft  magiftrate  in  the  ftate,  and  a  kind  of  viceroy, 
on  whom  depended  all  the  civil  affairs  of  the  king- 
dom r.  The  other  chief  officers  of  the  crown,  the 
conftable,  marefchal,  fenefchal,  chamberlain,  trea-. 
furer,  and  chancellor  %  were  members,  together  with 
fuch  feudal  barons  as  thought  proper  to  attend,  and 
the  barons  of  the  Exchequer,  who  at  firft  were  alfo 
feudal  barons  appointed  by  the  king  r.  This  court, 
which  was  fometimes  called  the  king's  court,  fome- 
times  the  court  of  Exchequer,  judged  in  all  caufes, 
civil  and  criminal,  and  comprehended  the  whole  bu- 
finefs  which  is  now  fhared  out  among  four  courts  the 
Chancery,  the  King's  Bench,  the  Common  Pleas, 
and  the  Exchequer  u. 

Such  an  accumulation  of  powers  was  itfelf  a  great 
fource  of  authority,  and  rendered  the  jurifdiction  of 
the  court  formidable  to  all  the  i'ubjects ;  but  the  turn 
which  judicial  trials  took  foon  after  the.  Conqueft, 
ferved  itill  more  to  increafe  its  authority,  and  to 
augment  the  royal  prerogatives.  William,  among 
the  other  violent  changes  which  he  attempted  and 
effected,  had  introduced  the  Norman  law  into  Ens:- 
land  w,  had  ordered  all  the  pleadings  to  be  in  that 
tongue,  and  had  interwoven,  with  the  Englifn  ju- 
rifprudence,  all  the  maxims  and  principles  which 
the  Normans,  more  advanced  in  cultivation,  and 
naturally  litigious  were  accuftomed  to  obferve  in  the 
diftribution  of  juftice.  Law  now  became  a  fcience, 
which   at  firft   fell  entirely  into  the  hands  of  the 

r  Spelm.  GloflT.  in  verbo  Juftlciarii.  6  Madox  Hill.  Exch.  p  27. 
29.  33  3V4T.  54.  The  Normans  introduced  the  practice  of  fealfng 
charters  ;  and  the  chancellor's  office  was  to  keep  the  Great  Seal. 
fngulpb.  Dngd  p.  3  5,  34.  t  Madox  Hift.  of  the  Exch.  p.  134,  135* 
Gcrv.  Dorob.  p.  1387.  "  Madox  Hilt,  of  the  Exch.  p.  56.  70. 

*  Ihal.  de  Scac,  p.  30.  apud  Madox  Hift.  of  the  Exchequer. 

Normans  j 
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Appendix  Normans ;  and  which,  even  after  it  was  communis 
*  ,  cated  to  the  Enolifh,  required  fo  much  ftudyani 
application,  [that  the  laity,  in  thofe  ignorant  ages, 
were  incapable  of  attaining  it,  and  it  was  a  myftery 
almoft  folely  confined  to  the  clergy,  and  chiefly  to 
the  monks  x.  The  great  officers  of  the  crown,  and 
the  feudal  barons,  who  were  military  men,  found 
themfelves  unfit  to  penetrate  into  thofe  obfcurities  ; 
and  though  they  were  entitled  to  a  feat  in  the  fu- 
preme  judicature,  the  bufinefs  of  the  court  was 
wholly  managed  by  the  chief  judiciary  and  the  law  ba* 
rons,  who  were  men  appointed  by  the  king,  and  en- 
tirely at  his  difpofal  y.  This  natural  courfe  of  things 
was  forwarded  by  the  multiplicity  of  bufinefs  which 
flowed  into  that  court,  and  which  daily  augmented 
by  the  appeals  from  all  the  fubordinate  judicatures 
of  the  kingdom. 

In  the  Saxon  times,  no  appeal  was  received  ir^ 
the  king's  court,  except  upon  the  denial  or  delay  of 
juftice  by  the  inferior  courts  ;  and  the. fame. practice 
was  (till  obferved  in  mod  of  the  feudal  kingdoms 
of  Europe.  But  the  great  power  of  the  Conqueror 
eltablilhed  at  find  in  England  an  authority  which 
the  monarchs  in  France  were  not  able  to  attain  till 
the  reign  of  St.  Lewis,  who  lived  near  two  centuries 
after  :  He  empowered  his  court  to  receive  appeals 
both  from  the  courts  of  barony  and  the  county* 
courts,  and  by  that  means  brought  the  adminidration 
of  juftice  ultimately  into  the  hands  of  the  fove- 
reign2.  And  led  the  expence  or  trouble  of  a 
journey  to  court  fhould  difcourage  fuitors,  and  make 
them  acquiefce  in  the  decifion  of  the  inferior  judi- 
catures, itinerant  judges  were  afterwards  edablifhed, 
who  made  their  circuits  throughout   the  kingdom, 

x  Malmef  lib.  4  p.  12,-;.  y  Dnsd.  Orig.  Jurid.  p.  25. 

z  Madox  Hift.  of  the  Exch.   p.  65.      Glanv.  lib.  12..  cap.   1.  7. 
LI--  Hen.  I.  §  31.  apud    Wilkins,  p.  248.     Fitz-Stephens,  p.  36* 

Coke's  Comment  on  the  flatute  of  Marlbriilgf,  cap,  20. 

and 


ot  the 

CtOVMle 


APPENDIX     ii.  iif 

fctid  tried  all  caufes  that  were  brought  before  them3.  Appendix 
By  this  expedient  the  courts  of  barony  were  kept  in  «^^1^ 
awe;  and  if  they  (till  preferved  fome  influence,  it 
was  only  from  the  apprehenfions  which  the  vaflals 
might  entertain  of  difobliging  their  fuperior,  by 
appealing  from  his  jurisdiction.  But  the  county- 
courts  were  much  difcredited ;  and  as  the  free- 
holderswere  found  ignorant  of  the  intricate  principles, 
and  forms  of  the  new  law,  the  lawyers  gradually 
brought  all  bufinefs  before  the  king's  judges,  and 
abandoned  the  ancient  fimple  and  popular  judicature. 
After  this  manner  the  formalities  of  juftice,  which, 
though  they  appear  tedious  and  cumberfome,  are 
found  requiiite  to  the  fupport  of  liberty  in  all  mo- 
narchical governments,  proved  at  firit,  by  a  combU 
nation  of  caufes,  very  advantageous  to  royal  autho- 
rity in  England, 

The  power  of  the  Norman  kings  was  alio  much  Revenue 
fupported  by  a  great  revenue ;  and  by  a  revenue  that 
was  fixed,  perpetual,  and  independent  of  the  fubjech 
The  people,  without  betaking  themfelves  to  arms* 
had  no  eneck  upon  the  king,  and  no  regular  fecu- 
rity  for  the  due  administration  of  juftice.  In  thofe 
days  of  violence,  many  instances  of  opprerTion  palled 
unheeded ;  and  foon  after  were  openly  pleaded  as 
precedents,  which  it  was  unlawful  to  difpute  or  con- 
trol. Princes  and  minifters  were  too  ignorant  to  be 
themfelves  fenfible  of  the  advantages  attending  an 
equitable  administration  ;  and  there  wasnoeftabliihed 
council  or  aifembly  which  could  protect  the  people, 
and,  by  withdrawing  fupplies,  regularly  and  peace- 
ably admonifh  the  king  of  his  duty,  and  enfure  the 
execution  of  the  laws. 

a  MadoxHift.  of  the  Excti.p,  83,  84,  ico.  Gerv  Dorob  p.  141c, 
What  made  the  Anglo-Norman  barons  more  readily  fubmit  to  ap- 
peals from  their  court  to  the  king's  court  of  Exchequer,  was  their 
being  accuftomed  to  like  appeals  in  Normandy  to  the  ducal  court  of 
Exchequer.  See  Gilbert  s  Hiftory  of  the  Exchequer,  p.  1,2;  though 
the  author  thinks  it  doubtful  whether  the  Norman  court  wss  not 
rather  copied  from  the  En^-lilh,  p.  6. 

Tin 
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Appendix  The  firft  branch  of  the  king's  (fated  revenue  waS 
the  royal  demefnes  or  crown  lands,  which  were  very 
extenfive,  and  comprehended,  befide  a  great  number 
of  manois,  mod  of  the  chief  cities  of  the  kingdom. 
It  was  eitabliihed  by  law,  that  the  king  could  alie- 
nate no  part  of  his  demefne,  and  that  he  himfelf  of 
his  fucceiibr  could  at  any  time  refume  fuch  dona* 
tions b :  But  this  law  was  never  regularly  obferved  j 
which  happily  rendered  in  time  the  crown  fomewhaC 
more  dependant.  The  rent  of  the  crown  lands,  con- 
lidered  merely  as  fo  much  riches,  was  a  fource  of 
power  :  The  influence  of  the  king  over  his  tenants 
and  the  inhabitants  of  his  towns,  increafed  this 
power  :  But  the  other  numerous  branches  of  his  re* 
venue,  beiides  fupplying  his  treafury,  gave,  by  their 
very  nature,  a  great  latitude  to  arbitrary  authority, 
and  were  a  fupport  of  the  prerogative;  as  will  ap* 
pear  from  an  enumeration  of  them. 

The  king  was  never  content  with  the  dated  rents.; 
but  levied  heavy  talliages  at  pleafure  on  the  inhabit-* 
ants  both  of  town  and  country,  who  lived  within  his 
demefne.  All  bargains  of  fale,  in  order  to  prevent: 
theft,  being  prohibited,  except  in  boroughs  and  public 
markets c,  he  pretended  to  exact,  tolls  on  all  goods 
which  were  there  fold  d.  He  feized  two  hoglheads, 
one  before  and  one  behind  the  maft,  from  every  veifel 
that  imported  wine.  All  goods  paid  to  his  cufloms 
a  proportionable  part  of  their  value  c :  Palfage  over 
bridges  and  on  rivers  was  loaded  with  tolls  at  plea* 
fure  ' :  And  though  the  boroughs  by  degrees  bought 
the  liberty  of  farming  thefe  impofitions,  yet  the  re- 
venue profited  by  thefe  bargains  ;  new  fums  were 
often  exacted  for'  the  renewal  and  confirmation  of 
their  charters s,  and  the  people  were  thus  held  hi 
perpetual  dependance. 

b  Fleta,  lib.  i.  cap  S.  §  17.  lib.  3.  cap.  6.  §  3.  Bra&dn,  lib.  *. 
cap.  5  c  LL.  Will.  I.  cap.  61.  d  Made,  p    ^30. 

e ibid.  p.  529.  This  author  fays  a  fifteenth.  But  it  is  not  eaf? 
to  reconcile  this  account  to  other  authorities.        f  Madox,  p.  s29' 

k  JMadox's  Hift.  of  the  Exch.  p.  27,5,  a?6,  277,  &C. 
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Such  was  the  fituation  of  the  inhabitants  within  Appendix 
the  royal  demefnes.  But  the  poiTeffors  of  land,  or  the 
military  tenants,  though  they  were  better  protected 
both  by  law,  and  by  the  great  privilege  of  carrying 
arms,  were,  from  the  nature  of  their  tenures,  much 
expofed  to  the  inroads  of  power,  and  poflefled  not 
what  we  mould  efteem,  in  our  age,  a  very  durable 
fecurity.  The  Conqueror  ordained  that  the  barons 
fhould  be  obliged  to  pay  nothing  beyond  their  ftated 
fervices  s,  except  a  reafonable  aid  to  ranfom  his  per- 
fon  if  he  were  taken  in  war,  to  make  his  el  deft  fon  a 
knight,  and  to  marry  his  elded  daughter.  What: 
mould  on  thefe  occafions  be  deemed  a  reafonable 
aid,  was  not  determined ;  and  the  demands  of  the 
crown  were  fo  far  difcretionary. 

The  king  could  require  in  war  the  perfonal  at- 
tendance of  his  vafiais,  that  is,  of  almoft  all  the 
landed  proprietors  ;  and  if  they  declined  the  fervice, 
they  were  obliged  to  pay  him  a  compofition  ill 
money,  which  was  called  a  fcutage.  The.fum  was, 
during  lbme  reigns,  precarious  and  uncertain  ;  it  was 
fometimes  levied  without  allowing  the  vaflal  the  li- 
berty of  perfonal  fervice11  ;  and  it  was  a  ufual  artifice 
of  the  king's  to  pretend  an  expedition,  that  he  might 
be  entitled  to  levy  the  fcutage  from  his  military  te- 
nants. Danegek  was  another  fpecies  of  land-tax 
levied  by  the  early  Norman  kings,  arbitrarily,  and 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  conqueror  '.  Moneyage 
was  alfo  a  general  land-tax  of  the  fame  nature,  le- 
vied by  the  two  firft  Norman  kings,  and  abolifhed 
by  the  charter  of  Henry  I k.  It  was  a  milling  paid 
every  three  years  by  each  hearth,  to  induce  the  king 
not  to  ufe  his  prerogative  in  debafing  the  coin.  In- 
deed it  appears  from  that  charter,  that  though  the 
Conqueror  had  granted  his  military  tenants  an  im- 
munity from  all  taxes  and  talliages,  he  and  his  fon 
William  had  never  thought  themfelves  bound  to 

e  LL.Will.  Conq.  §55.  h  Gervafe  de  Tilbury,  p.  35. 

*  Madox's  Hift.  of  the  Exch.  p.  475-  *  Matth.  Paris  p.  38. 
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Appendix  obfenre  that  rule,  but  had  levied  impositions  at 
p'eafure  on  all  the  landed  eftates  of  the  kingdom; 
The  utmoft  that  Henry  grants  is,  that  the  land  cul- 
tivated by  the  military  tenant  himfelf  (hall  not  be 
fo  burdened  ;  but  he  referves  the  power  of  taxing 
the  farmers :  And  as  it  is  known  that  Henry's  charter 
tvas  never  obferved  in  any  one  article,  we  may  be 
allured  that  this  prince  and  his  fucceflbrs  retraced 
even  this  fmall  indulgence,  and  levied  arbitrary  im« 
pofitions  on  all  the  lands  of  all  their  fubjects.  Thefe 
taxes  were  fometimes  very  heavy ;  fince  Malmefbury 
tells  us,  that  in  the  reign  of  William  Rufus,  the 
farmers,  on  account  of  them,  abandoned  tillage,  and 
a  famine  enfued !. 

The  efcheats  were  a  great  branch  both  of  power 
and  of  revenue,  efpecially  during  the  firft  reigns 
after  the  Conqueft.  In  default  of  poiterity  from 
the  firft  baron,  his  land  reverted  to  the  crown,  and 
continually  augmented  the  king's  poffeihorjs.  The 
prince  had  indeed  by  law  a  power  of  alienating  thefe 
efcheats ;  but  by  this  means  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  eftablifhing  the  fortunes  of  his  friends  and  fer* 
vants,  and  thereby  enlarging  his  authority.  Some* 
times  he  retained  them  in  his  own  hands ;  and 
they  were  gradually  confounded  with  the  royal 
demefnes,  and  became  difficult  to  be  diftinguifhed 
from  them.  This  confufion  is  probably  the  reafon 
why  the  king  acquired  the  right  of  alienating  his 
demefnes. 

But  befides  efcheats  from  default  of  heirs,  thofe 
which  enfued  from  crimes,  or  breach  of  duty  towards 
the  fuperior  lord,  were  frequent  in  ancient  times. 
If  the  vaffal,  being  thrice  fummoned  to  attend  hi? 
fuperior's  court,  and  do  fealty,  neglected  or  refufed 
obedience,  he  forfeited  all  title  to  his  landm.  If 
he  denied  his  tenure,  or  refufed  his  fervice,  he  was 

1  So  alfo  Chron.  Abb.  St.  Petri  de  Burgo,  p.  55.      Knyg'htoa, 
p.  2566.  «»  Huttora.  de  Feud.  Diib.  cap.  38.  col,  3E6. 

expofed 
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expofed  to  the  fame  penalty  n.  If  he  fold  his  eftate  Appendix 
without  licence  from  his  lord  °,  or  if  he  fold  it  upon 
any  other  tenure  or  title  than  that  by  which  he  him- 
felf  held  it  p,  he  loft  all  right  to  it.  The  adhering 
to  his  lord's  enemies  q,  deferting  him  in  war  r,  be- 
traying his  fecrets  s,  debauching  his  wife  or  his  near 
relations  r,  or  even  ufing  indecent  freedoms  with 
them  u,  might  be  punifhed  by  forfeiture.  The  higher 
crimes,  rapes,  robbery,  murder,  arfon,  &c.  were 
called  felony  ;  and  being  interpreted  want  of  fidelity 
to  his  lord,  made  him  lofe  his  fief w.  Even  where 
the  felon  was  vaffal  to  a  baron,  though  his  immediate 
lord  enjoyed  the  forfeiture,  the  king  might  retain 
pofleflion  of  his  eftate  during  a  twelvemonth,  and  had 
the  right  of  fpoiling  and  deftroying  it,  unlefs  the  ba- 
ron paid  him  a  reafonable  compofition  x.  We  have 
not  here  enumerated  all  the  fpecies  of  felonies,  or  of 
crimes  by  which  forfeiture  was  incurred  :  We  have 
faid  enough  to  prove,  that  the  pofleflion  of  feudal 
property  was  anciently  fomewhat  precarious,  and  that 
the  primary  idea  was  never  loft-,  of  its  being  a  kind 
of  fee  or  benefice. 

When  a  baron  died,  the  king  immediately  took 
pofleflion  of  the  eftate  ;  and  the  heir,  before  he  re- 
covered his  right,  was  obliged  to  make  application 
to  the  crown,  and  defire  that  he  might  be  admitted 
to  do  homage  for  his  land,  and  pay  a  compofition 
to  the  king.  This  compofition  was  net  at  firtt  fixed 
by  law,  at  leaft  by  practice  :  The  king  was  often  ex- 
orbitant in  his  demands,  and  kept  pofleflion  of  the 
land  till  they  were  complied  with. 

If  the  heir  were  a  minor,  the  king  retained  the 
whole  profit  of  the  eftate  till  his  majority  ;  and  might 
grant  what  fum  he  thought  proper  for  the  education 

n  Lib. Feud.  lib.  3.  tit.  1.  4.  tit.  lib. 21.  39.  °  Id.  lib.  1.  tit.  z\. 
P  Id.  lib.  4  tit.  44.  1  Id.  lib.  3.  tit.  1.  r  Id.  lib.  4.  tit.  14.  »i. 
'  Id.  lib.  4.  tit.  14.  £  Id.  lib.  i.  tit.  14.  21.  u  Id.  lib.  1.  tit.  1. 
w  Spelm.  Gloff.  in  verb.  Felonia.  x  Spelm.  GlofiT.  in  verb. 

Tetania.    Glanville,  lib.  7.  cap.  17. 

Vol,  II.  K  and 
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Appendix  and  maintenance  of  the  young  baron.  This  prac- 
tice was  alfo  founded  on  the  notion  that  a  fief  was  a 
benefice,  and  that  while  the  heir  could  not  perform 
his  military  fervices,  the  revenue  devolved  to  the 
fuperior,  who  employed  another  in  his  itead.  It  is 
obvious,  that  a  great  proportion  of  the  landed  pro- 
perty til uf]t,  by  means  of  this  device,  be  continually 
in  the  hands  of  the  prince,  and  that  all  the  noble 
families  were  thereby  held  in  perpetual  dependance. 
When  the  king  granted  the  wardfhip  of  a  rich  heir 
to  any  one,  he  had  the  opportunity  of  enriching  a 
favourite  or  minifter :  If  he  fold  it,  he  thereby  le- 
vied a  confiderble  fum  of  money.  Simon  de  Mount- 
fort  paid  Henry  III.  10,000  marks,  an  immenfe  fum 
in  thole  days,  for  the  wardfhip  of  Gilbert  de  Urn- 
freville  ?.  Geoffrey  de  Mandeville  paid  to  the  fame 
prince  the  fum  of  20,000  marks,  that  he  might 
marry  Ifabel  counters  of  Glocefter,  and  poffefs  all 
her  lands  and  knights  fees.  This  fum  would  be 
equivalent  to  300,000,  perhaps  400,000  pounds  in 
our  time  z. 

If  the  heir  were  a  female,  the  king  was  entitled 
to  offer  her  any  hufband  of  her  rank  he  thought 
proper  ;  and  if  fhe  refufed  him,  fhe  forfeited  her 
land.  Even  a  male  heir  could  not  marry  without 
the  royal  confent ;  and  it  was  ufual  for  men  to  pay 
large  fums  for  the  liberty  of  making  their  own  choice 
in  marriage  a.  No  man  could  difpofe  of  his  land, 
either  by  fale  or  will,  without  the  confent  of  his  fu- 
perior, The  poffeffor  was  never  confidered  as  full 
proprietor  :  He  was  flill  a  kind  of  beneficiary  ;  and 
could  not  oblige  his  fuperior  to  accept  of  any  vaffal 
that  was  not  agreeable  to  him. 

Fines,  amerciaments,  and  oblatas,  as  they  were 
called,  were  another  considerable  branch  of  the  royal 
power  and  revenue.  The  ancient  records  of  the 
exchequer,  which  are  ftill  preferved,  give  furprifmg 

y  Madox's  Hift.  of  the  E:;ch.  p.  223.  z  Id.  p.  32*. 

*  Id.  p.  320. 
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accounts  of  the  numerous  fines  and  amerciaments  Appendix 
levied  in  tkofe  days b,  and  of  the  ilrange  inventions 
fallen   upon    to    exact   money  from    the    fubjecl. 
It  appears  that  the  ancient  kings  of  England  put 
themfelves   entirely  on  the   foot  of  the  barbarous 
eaftern  princes,  whom  no  man  muff  approach  with- 
out a  prefent,    who  fell  all  their  good  offices,  and 
who  intrude  themfelves  into  every  bufmefs  that  they 
may  have  a  pretence  for  extorting  money.     Even 
juftice  was  avowedly  bought   and   fold  ;   the  king's 
court  itfelf,    though   the  fupreme  judicature  of  the 
kingdom,    was  open  to  none  that  brought  not  pre- 
fents  to  the  king ;    the  bribes  given  for  the  expe- 
dition, delay  c,  fufpenfion,    and,  doubtlefs,  for  the 
perverfion  of  juftice,    were  entered   in  the  public 
regifters  of  the  royal  revenue,  and  remain  as  monu- 
ments of  the  perpetual  iniquity  and  tyranny  of  the 
times.     The  barons  of  the  exchequer,  for  inftance, 
the  firft  nobility  of  the  kingdom,  were  not  afnamed 
to  infert,  as  an  article  in  their  records,  that  the  county 
of  Norfolk  paid  a  fum  that  they  might  be  fairly  dealt 
withd;    the  borough  of  Yarmouth,  that  the  king's 
charters,  which  they  have  for  their  liberties,  might 
not  be  violated  c ;   Richard,  fon  of  Gilbert,  for  the 
king's  helping  him   to  recover   his   debt  from  the 
Jewsf;  Serlo,  fon  of  Terlavaflon,  that  he  might  be 
permitted  to  make  his  defence,   in  cafe  he  were  ac- 
cufed  of  a  certain  homicides;  Walter  de  Burton, 
for  free  law,  if  accufed  of  wounding  another  h ;   Ro- 
bert de  EfTart,  for  having  an  inqueft  to  find  whether 
Roger  the  Butcher,  and  Wace  and  Humphrey,  ac- 
cufed him  of  robbery  and  theft  out  of  envy  and  ill- 
will  or  not ' ;    William  Buhurft,    for  having  an   in- 
queft to  find  whether  he  were  accufed  of  the  death 
of  one  Godwin,    out  of  ill-will,   or  for  juil  caufek. 

b  Mado.x'sHift.  of  the  Exch.  p.  272.  c  Id.  p.  274.  309. 

*  Id.  p.  395..  e  Id.  Ibid. 

f  Id.  p.  296.     He  paid  200  marks,  a  great  fum  in  tho'e  days. 

B     Id.  p.  296.  t   Id.  tbid.  »   Id.  p.  298.  *  Id.  p.  302. 

K  2  I  have 


132 


HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 


Appendix  I  nave  felected  thefe-  few  initances  from  a  great 
II-  number  of  a  like  kind,  which  Madox  had  felected 
from  a  (till  greater  number,  preferved  in  the  ancient 
rolls  of  the  exchequer1. 

Sometimes  the  party  litigant  offered  the  king  a 
certain  portion,  a  half,  a  third,  a  fourth,  payable  out 
of  the  debts  which  he,  as  the  executor  of  juflice, 
mould  affift  him  in  recovering"1.  Theophania 
de  Weilland  agreed  to  pay  the  half  of  212  marks, 
that  me  might  recover  that  fum  againil  James  de 
Fughleflon  n  j  Solomon  the  Jew  engaged  to  pay  one 
mark  out  of  every  feven  that  he  mould  recover  againil 
Hugh  de  la  Hole0;  Nicholas  Morrel  promifed  to 
pay  fixty  pounds,  that  the  earl  of  Flanders  might 
be  diftrained  to  pay  him  343  pounds,  which  the  earl 
had  taken  from  him ;  and  thefe  fixty  pounds  were 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  nrfl  money  that  Nicholas 
mould  recover  from  the  earl  p. 

As  the  king  aiTumed  the  entire  power  over  trade, 
he  was  to  be  paid  for  a  permimon  to  exercife  com- 
merce or  induitry  of  any  kind  "?.  Hugh  Oifel  paid 
400  marks  for  liberty  to  trade  in  England' :  Nigel 
de  Havene  gave  fifty  marks  for  the  partnerfhip  in 
merchandife  which  he  had  with  Gervafe  de  Hanton s : 
The  men  of  Worcefler  paid  100  (hillings,  that  they 
might  have  the  liberty  of  felling  and  buying  dyed 
cloth  as  formerly':  Several  other  towns  paid  for  a 
like  liberty ".  The  commerce  indeed  of  the  king- 
dom was  fo  much  under  the  controul  of  the  king, 
that  he  erected  gilds,  corporations,  and  monopolies 
wherever  he  pleafed ;  and  levied  funis  for  thefe  ex- 
clufive  privileges  w. 

There  were  no  profits  fo  fmallas  to  be  below  the 
king's  attention.  Henry,  fon  of  Arthur,  gave  ten 
dogs  to  have  a  recognition  againil  the  countefs  of 

1  Madox's  Hid.  of  the  Exch.  chap.  xii.  m  Id.  p.  Jii. 

h  Id.  ibid.  °  Id.  p.  79.  312.  p  Id.  p.  312. 

3  Id.  p.  323.  r  Id.  ibid.         s  Id.  ibid.         *  Id.  p.  324. 

«  Id.  ibid.  w  Id.  p.  232,  2^3,  &c. 
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Copland  for  one  knight's  fee  x.  Roger,  fon  of  Ni-  Appendix 
cholas,  gave  twenty  lampreys  and  twenty  ihads  for  lI* 
an  inqueit,  to  find  whether  Gilbert,  fon  of  A  lured, 
gave  to  Roger  200  muttons  to  obtain  his  confirmation 
for  certain  lands,  or  whether  Roger  took  them  from 
him  by  violence  y  :  Geoffrey  Fitz- Pierre,  the  chief 
judiciary,  gave  two  good  Norway  hawks,  that  Wal- 
ter le  Madine  might  have  leave  to  export  a  hundred 
weight  of  cheefe  out  of  the  king's  dominions  z. 

It  is  really  amufing  to  remark  the  flrange  bufinefs 
in  which  the  king  fometimes  interfered,  and  never 
without  a  prefent :  The  wife  of  Hugh  de  Neville 
gave  the  king  200  hens,  that  me  might  lie  with  her 
hufband  one  night a ;  and  flie  brought  'with  her  two 
fureties,  who  anfwered  each  for  a  hundred  hens.  It 
is  probable  that  her  hufband  was  a  prifoner,  which 
debarred  her  from  having  accefs  to  him.  The  abbe: 
of  Rucford  paid  ten  marks  for  leave  to  erect  houfes 
and  place  men  upon  his  land  near  Welhang,  in  order 
to  fecure  his  wood  there  from  being  ftolen  b :  Hugh 
archdeacon  of  Wells  gave  one  tun  of  wine  for  leave 
to  carry  600  funis  of  corn  whither  he  would c :  Peter 
de  Peraris  gave  twenty  marks  for  leave  to  fait  fillies, 
as  Peter  Chevalier  ufed  to  do  d„ 

It  was  ufual  to  pay  high  fines,  in  order  to  gain 
the  king's  good-will,  or  mitigate  his  anger.  In  the 
reign  of  Henry  II.  Gilbert,  the  fon  of  Fergus,  fines 
in  919  pounds  9  millings  to  obtain  that  prince's  fa- 
vour ;  William  de  Chataignes  a  thoufand  marks, 
that  he  would  remit  his  difpleafure.  In  the  reign  of 
Henry  III.  the  city  of  London  fines  in  no  lefs  a  fum 
than  20,000  pounds  on  the  fame  account e. 

The  king's  protection  and  good  offices  of  every 
kind  were  bought  and  fold.  Robert  Griilet  paid 
twenty  marks  of  filver,  that  the  king  would  help 
him   againit   the    earl    of  Mortaigne  in  a   certain 

x  Madox's Hift.  ofExch.  p.  298.  v  Id.  p.  305. 

z  Id.  p.  325.  a  ia.  p.  326.  H  Id.  ibid.         c  Id.  p.  320. 

J  Id.  p.  326.  e  ij.  p.  327.  3.,5> 

K  3  plea : 
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Appendix  plea  f :  Robert  de  Cundet  gave  thirty  marks  of  filver 
that  the  king  would  bring  him  to  an  accord  with  the 
biihop  of  Lincoln  s :  Ralph  de  Breckham  gave  a 
hawk,  that  the  king  would  protect  him  h ;  and  this 
is  a  very  frequent  reafon  for  payments  :  John,  fon 
of  Ordgar,  gave  a  Norway  hawk  to  have  the  king's 
requefl  to  the  king  of  Norway  to  let  him  have  his 
brother  Godard's  chattels  '  :  Richard  de  Neville 
gave  twenty  palfreys  to  obtain  the  king's  requefl 
to  Ifolda  Biffet,  that  fhe  mould  take  him  for  a 
hufband k :  Roger  Fitz-Walter  gave  three  good 
palfreys  to  have  the  king's  letter  to  Roger  Bertram's 
mother,  that  fhe  mould  marry  him  ' :  Eling,  the 
dean,  paid  ioo  marks,  that  his  whore  and  his  chil- 
dren might  be  let  out  upon  bail '"  :  The  bifhop  of 
Wiiichefter  gave  one  tun  of  good  wine  for  his  not 
putting  the  king  in  mind  to  give  a  girdle  to  the 
countefs  of  Albemarle  " :  Robert  de  Veaux  gave  five 
of  the  befl  palfreys,  that  the  king  would  hold  his 
tongue  about  Henry  Pinel's  wife  °.  There  are,  in 
the  records  of  exchequer,  many  other  fmgular  in* 
fiances  of  a  like  nature p.     It  will  however  be  jufl 

to 

f  Madox's  Hift.  of  Exch.  p.  329. 
*i   Id.  p.  332.  *  Id.  ibid.  k  Id.  p. 

TO  Id.  p.  34a.     Pro  habenda  arnica  fua  etJUiis,  £ 
0  Id.  ibid.      Ut  rex  tacerei  de  uxore  Henrici  Pinel, 
P  Wefiail gratify  the  reader's  curiofity  by  fuhjolnhig  a  fe-zv  more  in- 
flames from  Madox,  p.  $\z.     Hugh  Oifel  was  to  give  the  king  two 
robes  of  a  good  green  colour,  to  have  the  king's  letter--  patent  to 
the  merchants  of  Handers,  with  a  requefl:  to  render  him  rooo  marks, 
which  he  Jolt  in  Flanders,     The  abbot  of  Hyde  paid  thirty  marks, 
to  have  the  king's  letters  of  requeft  to  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 
lo  remove  certain  monks  that  were  a  earn  ft  the  abbot.     Roger  de 
Trihanton  paid  twenty  marks  and  a  palfrey,  to  have  the  king's  re- 
queft to  Richard  de  Umfreville  to  give  him  his  filler  to  wife,  and  to 
the  filler  that  fhe  would  accept  of  him  for  a  hufband.     William  de 
Cheveringworth  paid  five  marks,  to  have  the  king's  letter  to  the 
abbot  of  Ferfore,  to  let  him  enjoy  peaceably  his  tythes  as  formerly. 
Matthew  de  Hereford,  clerk,  paid  ten  mirks  for  a  letter  of  requeft 
to  the  biihop  of  Landaff,  to  let  him  enjoy  peaceably  his  church  of 
Schenfrith.     Andrew  Neiilun  gave  three  Flemifh  caps  for  the  kind's 
requeft  to  the  prior  of  Chikefand,  for  performance  of  an  agreement 

made 


«  Id, 

P- 

33°- 

333- 

1  Id. 

ibid. 

&c. 

n 

Id.  p. 
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to  remark,  that  the  fame  ridiculous   practices  and  Appendix 
dangerous  abufes  prevailed  in  Normandy,    and  pro-        JI- 
bably  in  all  the  other  dates  of  Europe q :   England 
was  not,  in  this  refpect,  more  barbarous  than  its 
neighbours. 

These  iniquitous  practices  of  the  Norman  kings 
were  fo  well  known,  that  on  the  death  of  Hugh 
Bigod,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  the  bed  and  mod 
jiift  of  thefe  princes,  the  elded  fon  and  the  widow 
of  this  nobleman  came  to  court,  and  drove,  by 
offering  large  prefents  to  the  king,  each  of  them  to 
acquire  poifeffion  of  that  rich  inheritance.  The 
king  was  fo  equitable  as  to  order  the  caufe  to  be  tried 
by  the  great  council !  But  in  the  mean  time  he  feized 
all  the  money  and  treafure  of  the  deceafed r.  Peter 
of  Blois,  a  judicious  and  even  an  elegant  writer  for 
that  age,  gives  a  pathetic  defcription  of  the  venality 
of  judice,  and  the  oppreilions  of  the  poor  under  the 
reign  of  Henry  :  And  he  fcruples  not  to  complain 
to  the  king  himfelf  of  thefe  abufes  \  We  may  judge 
what  the  cafe  would  be  under  the  government  of 
worfe  princes.  The  articles  of  enquiry  concerning 
the  conduct  of  {heriffs,  which  Henry  promulgated 
in  1 170,  {how  the  great  power,  as  well  as  the  licen- 
tioufnefs  of  thefe  officers  r. 

Amerciaments  or  lines  for  crimes  and  trefpaffes 
were  another  confiderable  branch   of  the  roval  re- 

made  between  them.  Henry  de  Fontibus  gave  a  Lombardy  horfe  of 
value  to  have  the  king's  reqneft  to  Henry  Fitz  Harvey,  that  he  would 
give  him  his  daughter  to  wife.  Roger,  fon  of  Nicholas  promifed 
all  the  lampreys  he  could  get,  to  have  the  king's  reqneft  to  earl  Wil- 
liam Marfhal,  that  he  would  grant  him  the  manor  of  Langeford  at 
Firm.  The  burgefies  of  Gloctfter  promifed  300  lampreys,  that  they 
might  not  be  distrained  to  find  the  prifoners  of  Poidtou  with  necef- 
faries,  unlets  they  pl-afed.  LI.  p.  352.  Jordan,  fon  of  Reginald, 
paid  twenty  marks  to  have  the  king's  requeft  to  William  t'ankl. 
that  he  would  grant  him  the  land  of  Mill  Nierenuit,  and  the  cuftody 
of  his  heirs;  and  if  Jordan  obtained  the  lame,  he  was  to  pay  tie 
twenty  marks,  otherwife  not.     Id.  p   333. 

•f  Madox's  Hilt,  of  theExch.  p.  359.     r  Ikned.  Abb.  p.  iFc,  1S1 
s  Petri  Blef.  Kpift.  95.  apud  Bibl.  Patrum.  torn.  24..  p.  zo  4.. 
1  Hoveden,  Chron.  Gerv.  p.  1410. 

K  4  venue. 
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Appendix  venueu.  Moft  crimes  were  atoned  for  by  money  ; 
the  fines  impofed  were  not  limited  by  any  rule  or 
flatute ;  and  frequently  occafioned  the  total  ruin  of 
the  perfon,  even  for  the  flighteft  trefpaifes.  The 
foreft-laws,  particularly,  were  a  great  iource  of  op- 
preffion.  The  king  poffeffed  fixty-eight  forefls, 
thirteen  chafes,  and  feven  hundred  and  eighty-one 
parks,  in  different  parts  of  England w ;  and,  con- 
sidering the  extreme  pafnon  of  the  Englifh  and  Nor- 
mans for  hunting,  thefe  were  fo  many  fnares  laid  for 
the  people,  by  which  they  were  allured  into  trefpaifes, 
and  brought  within  the  reach  of  arbitrary  and  ri- 
gorous laws,  which  the  king  had  thought  proper  to 
enact  by  his  own  authority. 

But  the  mod  barefaced  acts  of  tyranny  and  op- 
prellion  were  practifed  againft  the  Jews,  who  were  en- 
tirely out  of  the  protection  of  law,  were  extremely 
odious  from  the  bigotry  of  the  people,  and  were 
abandoned  to  the  immeasurable  rapacity  of  the  king 
and  his  miniflers.  Befides  many  other  indignities 
to  which  they  were  continually  expofed,  it  appears 
that  they  were  once  all  thrown  into  prifon,  and  the 
fum  of  66,000  marks  exacted  for  their  liberty x :  At 
another  time,  Ifaac  the  jew  paid  alone  5100  marks y ; 
Brun,  3000  marks  z ;  Jurnet,  2000  ;  Bennet,  500  : 
At  another,  Licorica,  widow  of  David  the  Jew  of 
Oxford,  was  required  to  pay  6000  marks  ;  and  fhe 
was  delivered  over  to  fix  of  the  rich  eft  and  difcreeteft 
Jews  in  England,  who  were  to  anfwer  for  the  fuma. 
Henry  III.  borrowed  5000  marks  from  the  earl  of 
Cornv/al ;  and  for  his  repayment  configned  over  to 
him  all  the  Jews  in  England  b.  The  revenue  arifing 
from  exactions  upon  this  nation  was  fo  conliderable, 
that  there  was  a  particular  court  of  exchequer  fet 
apart  for  managing  it c. 

u  Madox,  chap.  xiv.  w  Spelm.  GlofT.  in  verbo  Forrfta. 

x  Madox's  Hift.  of  the  Exch.  p.  15  >.    This  happened  in  the  reign 
of  king  John.  y  Id.  p.  151.        z  Id.  p.  153.         a  Id.  p.  168. 

b  Jd.  p.  156.  c  Id.  ch.  vii. 

We 
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We  may  judge  concerning  the  low  Mate  of  com-   Appendix 
merce   among  the  Englifh,    when  the  Jews,    not-  .J 
withftanding  thefe  oppreflions,  could  {till  find  their  com- 
account  in  trading  among  them,   and  lending  them  merce. 
money.    And  as  the  improvements  of  agriculture 
were  alfo  much  checked  by  the  immenfe  poiTeiTions 
of  the   nobility,  by  the  disorders  of  the  times,  and 
by  the  precarious  ftate  of  feudal  property,  it  appears 
that  induftry  of  no  kind  could  then  have  place  in 
the  kingdom  d. 

It  is  allerted  by  Sir  Harry  Spelman  e,  as  an  un- 
doubted truth,  that,  during  the  reigns  of  the  firft 
Norman  princes,  every  edicl:  of  the  king,  iffued  with 
the  confent  of  his  privy  council,  had  the  full  force 
of  law.  But  the  barons,  furely,  were  not  fo  pailive 
as  to  entruft  a  power,  entirely  arbitrary  and  defpotic, 
into  the  hands  of  the  fovereign.  It  only  appears, 
that  the  conflitution  had  not  fixed  any  precife  boun- 
daries to  the  royal  power  ;  that  the  right  of  ifluing 
proclamations  on  any  emergence,  and  of  exactinp- 
obedience  to  them,  a  right  which  was  always  fuppofed 
inherent  in  the  crown,  is  very  difficult  to  be  diftin- 
guifhed  from  a  legiflative  authority  ;  that  the  ex- 
treme imperfection  of  the  ancient  laws,  and  the  hid- 
den exigencies  which  often  occurred  in  fuch  turbu- 
lent governments,  obliged  the  prince  to  exert  fre- 
quently the  latent  powers  of  his  prerogative  j  that 
he  naturally  proceeded,  from  the  acquiescence  of  the 
people,  to  affume,  in  many  particulars  of  moment,  an 

J  We  learn  from  the  extracts  given  ns  of  Domefday  by  Brady,  in 
his  Treatife  of  Boroughs,  that  almoft  all  the  boroughs  of  England 
had  fuffered  in  the  mock  of  the  Conquett,  and  had  extremely  de- 
cayed between  the  death  of  the  ^onfeffor,  and  the  time  when 
Domefday  was  framed. 

c  Glofll  in  verb.  Judicium  Dei.    The  author  of  the  Mirror  fa  Juf- 
tices  complains,    that  ordinances  are  only  made  by  the  king  and  his 
clerks  and  by  aliens  and  others,  who  dare  not  contradict  the  king 
butftudyto  pleafe  him.    Whence,  he  concludes,  laws  are  oftener 
dictated  by  will,  than  founded  on  right. 

2  authority 
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Appendix  authority  from  which  he  had  excluded  himfelf  by  ex- 
prefs  flatutes,  charters,  or  conceffions,  and  which  was, 
in  the  main,  repugnant  to  the  general  genius  of  the 
conftitution  ;  and  that  the  lives,  the  perfbnal  liberty, 
and  the  properties  of  all  his  fubjecls,  were  lefs  fe- 
cured  by  law  againit  the  exertion  of  his  arbitrary  au- 
thority, than  by  the  independent  power  and  private 
connections  of  each  individual.  It  appears  from  the 
Great  Charter  itfelf,  that  not  only  John,  a  tyrannical 
prince,  and  Richard,  a  violent  one,  but  their  father 
Henry,  under  whofe  reign  the  prevalence  of  grofs 
abufes  is  the  lead  to  be  fufpected,  were  accuflomed, 
from  their  fole  authority,  without  procefs  of  law,  to 
imprifon,  banifh,  and  attaint  the  freemen  of  their 
kingdom. 

,  A  great  baron,  in  ancient  times,  confidered  him- 
felf as  a  kind  of  fovereign  within  his  territory  j  and 
was  attended  by  courtiers  and  dependants  more  zea- 
loufly  attached  to  him  than  the  minifters  of  ftate  and 
the  great  officers  were  commonly  to  their  fovereign. 
He  often  maintained  in  his  court  the  parade  of 
royalty,  by  eftablifhing  a  judiciary,  conflable,  ma- 
refchal,  chamberlain,  fenefchal,  and  chancellor,  and 
aHigning  to  each  of  thefe  officers  a  feparate  province 
and  command.  He  was  ufually  very  affiduous  in 
exercifmg  his  jurifdiction  ;  and  took  fuch  delight  in 
that  image  of  fovereignty,  that  it  was  found  necef- 
fary  to  reflrain  his  activity,  and  prohibit  him  by  law 
from  holding  courts  too  frequently e.  It  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  but  the  example  fet  him  by  the  prince,  of 
a  mercenary  and  fordid  extortion,  would  be  faith- 
fully copied  ;  and  that  all  his  good  and  bad  offices, 
his  juftice  and  injuftice,  were  equally  put  to  fale.  He 
had  the  power,  with  the  king's  confent,  to  exact  tal- 
lages even  from  the  free  citizens  who  lived  within 
his  barony;  and  as  his  neceffities  made  him  rapacious, 
his  authority  was  ufually  found  to  be  more  oppref- 

e  Dugd.  Jurid.  Orig.  p.  »6. 

five 
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five  and  tyrannical  than  that  of  the  fovereign  f :  Appendix 
He  was  ever  engaged  in  hereditary  or  perfonai  ani-  ^- 
mofities  or  confederacies  with  his  neighbours,  and 
often  gave  protection  to  all  defperate  adventurers 
and  criminals  who  could  be  ufeful  in  ferving  his  vio- 
lent purpofes.  He  was  able  alone,  in  times  of  tran- 
quillity, to  obftruct.  the  execution  of  juftice  within 
his  territories  ;  and  by  combining  with  a  few  mal- 
content barons  of  high  rank  and  power,  he  could 
throw  the  (late  into  convuifions.  And,  on  the  whole, 
though  the  royal  authority  was  confined  within 
bounds,  and  often  within  very  narrow  ones,  yet  the 
check  was  irregular,  and  frequently  the  fource  of 
great  diforders ;  nor  was  it  derived  from  the  liberty 
of  the  people,  but  from  the  military  power  of  many 
petty  tyrants,  who  were  equally  dangerous  to  the 
prince,  and  oppreffive  to  the  fubjecf. 

The  power  of  the  church  was  another  rampart  The 
againft  royal  authority;  but  this  defence  was  alfo  the  church. 
caufe  of  many  mifchiefs  and  inconveniences.  The 
dignified  clergy,  perhaps,  were  not  fo  prone  to  im- 
mediate violence  as  the  barons;  but  as  they  pretended 
to  a  total  independence  on  the  flate,  and  could  al- 
ways cover  themfelves  with  the  appearances  of  reli- 
gion, they  proved,  in  one  refpect,  an  obftruction  to 
the  fettlement  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  the  regular 
execution  of  the  laws.  The  policy  of  the  conqueror 
was  in  this  particular  liable  to  fome  exception.  He 
augmented  the  fuperftitious  veneration  for  Rome,  to 
which  that  age  was  fo  much  inclined  ;  and  he  broke 
thofe  bands  of  connection,  which,  in  the  Saxon 
times,  had  preferved  an  union  between  the  lay  and 
the  clerical  orders.  He  prohibited  the  bifhops  from 
fitting  in  the  county  courts ;  he  allowed  ecclefiaftical 
caufes  to  be  tried  in  fpiritual  courts  only  7- ;  and  he 
fo  much   exalted  the  power  of  the  clergy,  that  of 

*  Mndox,  Hift.  of  Exch.  p.  520. 

8  Chad.  Will,  apud  Wilkine,  p,  230.     Spel,  Cone.  vol.  ii.  p.  14. 

60,215 
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Appendix   60,215  knights  fees,  into  which  he  divided  England, 

^J_*_^,  he  placed  no  lefs  than  28,015  un^er  tne  church  h. 

Civil  laws.  The  right  of  primogeniture  was  introduced  with 
the  feudal  law  :  An  inftitution  which  is  hurtful,  by 
producing  and  maintaining  an  unequal  divifion  of 
private  property ;  but  is  advantageous  in  another 
refpecl,  by  accufloming  the  people  to  a  preference 
in  favour  of  the  elded  fon,  and  thereby  preventing 
a  partition  or  difputed  fucceffion  in  the  monarchy. 
The  Normans  introduced  the  ufe  of  firnames,  which 
tend  to  preferve  the  knowledge  of  families  and  pedi- 
grees. They  abolimed  none  of  the  eld  abfurd  me- 
thods of  trial  by  the  crofs  or  ordeal ;  and  they  added 
a  new  abfurdity,  the  trial  by  fingle  combat  \  which 
became  a  regular  part  of  jurifprudence,  and  was  con- 
dueled  with  all  the  order,  method,  devotion,  and 
folemnity  imaginable  k.  The  ideas  of  chivalry  alfo 
feem  to  have  been  imported  by  the  Normans :  No 
traces  of  thofe  fantaftic  notions  are  to  be  found 
among  the  plain  and  ruftic  Saxons. 

Manners.  The  feudal  inilitutions,  by  railing  the  military 
tenants  to  a  kind  of  fovereign  dignity,  by  rendering 
perfonal  ftrength  and  valour  requifite,  and  by  mak- 
ing every  knight  and  baron  his  own  protector  and 
avenger,  begat  that  martial  pride  and  fenfe  of  ho- 
nour, which,  being  cultivated  and  embellifhed  by 
the  poets  and  romance-writers  of  the  age,  ended  in 
chivalry.  The  virtuous  knight  fought  not  only  in 
his  own  quarrel,  but  in  that  of  the  innocent,  of  the 
helplefs,  and,  above  all,  of  the  fair,  whom  he  fnp- 
pofed  to  be  for  ever  under  the  guardianfhip  of  his 
valiant  arm.     The  uncourteous  knight  who,  from 


? 


h  Spel.  Gloff.  in  verb.  Manus  Mortua.  We  are  not  to  imagine, 
.3  fome  have  done,  that  the  church  pofTeffed  lands  in  this  propor- 
tion, but  only  that  they  and  their  vailals  enjoyed  fuch  a  propor- 
tionable part  of  the  landed  property. 

i  LL.  Will.  cap.  63. 

k  Spel.  Gloff.  in  verb.  Campus.  The  laft  inftance  of  thefe  duels 
was  in  the  15th  of  Eliz.     So  long  did  that  abfurdity  remain. 

his 
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his  cattle,  exercifed  robbery  on  travellers,  and  com-  Appendix 
mitted  violence  on  virgins,  was  the  object  of  his  per- 
petual  indignation  ;  and  he  put  him  to  death,  with- 
out fcruple,  or  trial,  or  appeal,  wherever  he  met  with 
him.  The  great  independence  of  men  made  perfonal 
honour  and  fidelity  the  chief  tie  among  them  ;  and 
rendered  it  the  capital  virtue  of  every  true  knight, 
or  genuine  profeffor  of  chivalry.  The  folemnities 
of  fingle  combat,  as  eftablifhed  by  law,  banifhed  the 
notion  of  every  thing  unfair  or  unequal  in  rencoun- 
ters ;  and  maintained  an  appearance  of  courteiy  be- 
tween the  combatants,  till  the  moment  of  their  en- 
gagement. The  credulity  of  the  age  grafted  on 
this  flock  the  notion  of  giants,  enchanters,  dragons, 
fpells ',  and  a  thoufand  wonders,  which  {fill  multi- 
plied during  the  times  of  the  Crufades  ;  when  men, 
returning  from  fo  great  a  diilance,  ufed  the  liberty  of 
impofing  every  fiction  on  their  believing  audience. 
Thefe  ideas  of  chivalry  infected  the  writings,  con- 
verfation,  and  behaviour  of  men,  during  fome  ages  ; 
and  even  after  they  were,  in  a  great  meafure,  ba- 
nifhed by  the  revival  of  learning,  they  left  modern 
gallantry  and  the  point  of  honour,  which  flill  main- 
tain their  influence,  and  are  the  genuine  offspring  of 
thofe  ancient  affectations. 

The  concemon  of  the  Great  Charter,  or  rather 
its  full  eftabliihment  (for  there  was  a  confiderable 
interval  of  time  between  the  one  and  the  other),  gave 
rife,  by  degrees.,  to  a  new  fpecies  of  government, 
and  introduced  fome  order  and  juflice  into  the  ad- 
miniftration.  The  enfuing  fcenes  of  our  hiffory  are 
therefore  fomewhat  different  from  the  preceding. 
Yet  the  Great  Charter  contained  no  eftablifhment 
of  new  courts,  magistrates,  or  fenates,  nor  abolition 
of  the  old.  It  introduced  no  new  diftribution  of 
the  powers  of  the  commonwealth,  and  no  innova- 

1  In  all  legal  fingle  combats,  it  was  part  of  the  champion's  oath, 
that  he  carried  not  about  him  any  herb,  fpell,  or  inchantment,  by 
which  he  ro'ght  procure  victory.     Dugd.  Orig.  Jurid.  p.  82. 
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Appendix  tion  In  the  political  or  public  law  of  the  kingdom* 
It  only  guarded,  and  that  merely  by  verbal  claufes, 
againft  fuch  tyrannical  practices  as  are  incompatible 
with  civilized  government,  and,  if  they  become  very 
frequent,  are  incompatible  with  all  government.  The 
barbarous  licence  of  the  kings,  and  perhaps  of  the 
nobles,  was  thenceforth  fomewhat  more  reflrained : 
Men  acquired  fome  more  fecurity  for  their  properties 
and  their  liberties :  And  government  approached  a 
little  nearer  to  that  end  for  which  it  was  originally 
inft.it  uted,  the  diftribution  of  juftice,  and  the  equal 
protection  of  the  citizens.  Acts  of  violence  and 
iniquity  in  the  crown,  which  before  were  only  deemed 
injurious  to  individuals,  and  were  hazardous  chiefly 
in  proportion  to  the  number,  power,  and  dignity  of 
the  perfons  affected  by  them,  were  now  regarded,  in 
fome  degree,  as  public  injuries,  and  as  infringements 
of  a  charter  calculated  for  general  fecurity.  And 
thus  the  eftabliftiment  of  the  Great  Charter,  without 
feeming  anywife  to  innovate  in  the  diftribution  of 
political  power,  became  a  kind  of  epoch  in  the  con- 
iiitution. 
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CHAP.     XII. 
HENRY        III. 

Settlement  of  the  government General  pacification 

Death  of  the  Protcclor Some   commotions 

• Hubert  de  Burgh  difplaced The  bijhop   of 

Winchejier  minifter King's  partiality  to  fo- 
reigners   Grievances Ecclefiaftical  griev- 
ances   Earl   of  Cornwal   elected  king   of  the 

Romans Difcontent  of  the  barons Simon  de 

Mountfort  earl  of  Leicefter Provifions  of  Ox- 
ford  Ufurpation   of  the   barons Prince  Ed- 
ward  Civil  wars  of  the   barons —Reference 

to   the  king  of  France Renewal  of  the  civil 

wars Battle  of  Lewes Houfe   of   commons 

• Battle  of  Evejham  and  death  of  Leicefter 

Settlement  of  the  government Death and 

characler  of  the  king Mifcellaneous  tranfatlions 

of  this  reign. 

OST  fciences,  in  proportion  as  they  increafe  chap, 
and  improve,  invent  methods  by  which  they      XIf- 
facilitate  their  reafonings ;   and,  employing  general       lS^J> 
theorems,  are  enabled  to  comprehend,  in  a  few  pro- 
positions, a  great  number  of  inferences  and  conclu- 
fions.     Hiflory   alfo,   being   a   collection    of  fads 
which   are   multiplying  without  end,   is  obliged  to. 
adopt  fuch  arts  of  abridgment,  to  retain  the  more 
material  events,  and  to  drop  all  the  minute  circum- 
ftances,  which  are  only  interefling  during  the  time, 
or  to  the  perfons  engaged  in  the  tranfacfions.     This 
truth  is  no  where  more  evident  than  with  regard  to 

o 

the  reign  upon  which  we  are  going  to  enter.    What 

mortal 
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c  h  A  P.  mortal  could  have  the  patience  to  write   or  read  a 
^..^^  iong  detail   of  fuch  frivolous  events  as  thofe  with 
ui6.      which  it  is  filled,    or  attend  to   a  tedious  narrative 
which  would  follow,    through  a  feries   of  fifty-fix 
years,    the  caprices  and  weakneffes  of  fo   mean  a 
prince  as  Henry  ?  The  chief  reafon  why  proteftant 
writers  have  been  fo  anxious  to  fpread  out  the  in- 
cidents of  this  reign  is,  in  order  to  expofe  the  rapa- 
city, ambition,  and  artifices  of  the  court  of  Rome  ; 
and    to    prove    that    the    great    dignitaries    of  the 
catholic  church,  while  they  pretended  to  have  no- 
thing in  view  but  the  falvation  of  fouls,  had  bent 
ail  their  attention  to  the  acquifition  of  riches,    and 
were  reftrained  by  no  fenfe  of  juflice  or  of  honour  in 
the  purfuit  of  that  great  object m.   But  this  conclufion 
would  readily  be  allowed  them,   though  it  were  not 
iiluftrated  by  fuch  a  detail  of  uniiiterefling  incidents  ; 
and  follows,    indeed,   by  an  evident  neceffity,  from 
the  very  fituaticn  in  which  that  church  was  placed 
with  regard  to  the  reft  of  Europe.     For,  befides 
that  ecclefiaftical  power,    as  it  can  always  cover  its 
operations  under   a  cloak  of  fanclity,    and  attacks 
men  on  the  fide  where  they  dare   not   employ  their 
reafon,  lies   lefs  under   controul  than  civil  govern- 
ment ;  befides  this  general    caufe,  I  fay,    the  pope 
and   his    courtiers  were  foreigners  to  mofl  of  the 
churches  which  they  governed  ;  they  could  not  pof- 
fibly  have  any  other  object  than  to  pillage  the  pro- 
vinces   for  prefent  gain  ;  and  as  they  lived  at  a  dif- 
tance,  they  would  be  little  awed  by  fhame  or  re- 
morfe,    in    employing    every    lucrative    expedient 
which  was  fuggefted  to  them.     England  being  one 
of   the    mofl:   remote   provinces   attached    to    the 
Romifh  hierarchy,   as  well  as  the  mofl:  prone  to  fu- 
perftition,  felt  feverely,  during  this  reign,  while  its 
patience  was  not  yet  fully  exhaufted,  the  influence 
of  thefe  caufes  ;    and  we  fhall  often  have  occafion 

m  M.  Paris,  p.  623. 
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to  touch  curforily  upon  fuch  incidents.    But  we  fliall  C  H  A  p. 
not  attempt  to  comprehend  every  tranfadtion  tranf-  •    ***'•■  J 
mitted  to  us  ;    and  till  the  end   of  the  reign,    when      7%t^T 
the  events  become  more  memorable,    we  mail  not 
always  obferve  an  exact  chronological  order  in  our 
narration. 

The  earl  of  Pembroke,  who,  at  the  time  of  John's  Settlement 
death,  was  marefchal  of  England,  was  by  his  office  vlrament 
at  the  head  of  the  armies,  and  consequently,  during 
a  ftate  of  civil  wars  and  convulfions,  at  the  head  of 
the  government ;  and  it  happened  fortunately  for  the 
young  monarch  and  for  the  nation,  that  the  power 
could  not  have  been  intruded  into  more  able  and 
more  faithful  hands.  This  nobleman  who  had  main- 
tained his  loyalty  unmaken  to  John  during  the  lowed 
fortune  of  that  monarch,  determined  to  fupport  the 
authority  of  the  infant  prince  ;  nor  was  he  difmayed 
at  the  number  and  violence  of  his  enemies.  Sen- 
fible  that  Henry,  agreeably  to  the  prejudices  of  the 
times  would  not  be  deemed  a  fovereign,  till  crowned 
and  anointed  by  a  churchman,  he  immediately  car- 
ried the  young  prince  to  Glocefter,  where  the  cere- 
mony of  coronation  was  performed,  in  the  pretence  : 
of  Gualo  the  legate  and  of  a  few  noblemen,  by  the 
bifhops  of  Winchefler  and  Eath  n.  As  the  concur- 
rence of  the  papal  authority  was  requiiite  to  fupport 
the  tottering  throne,  Henry  was  obliged  to  fwear 
fealty  to  the  pope,  and  renew  that  homage  to  which 
his  father  had  already  fubjedted  the  kingdom  :  And 
in  order  to  enlarge  the  authority  of  Pembroke,  and 
to  give  him  a  more  regular  and  legal  title  to  it,  a 
general  council  of  the  barons  was  foon  after  fiim- 
moned  at  Briltol,  where  that  nobleman  was  choien  nth  Nov 
protedtor  of  the  realm. 

Pembroke,  that  he  might  reconcile  all  men  to 
the  government  of  his  pupil,  made  him  grant  a  new 
charter  of  liberties,    which,   though  molt'y  copied 

«  M.  Paris,  p   200..      Hilt.  Croyl.  Qcm%.  p.  474-       W.  Iteming, 
p.  56a.    Trivet,  p,  168.  °  M.  Paris,  p   30c, 
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Ciup.  from  the  former  conceffions  extorted  from  John^ 
XIT*       contains  fome  alterations,    which   may  be  deemed 
izi^  remarkable p.     The  full   privilege   of  elections    in 
the  clergy,  granted  by  the  late  king,  was  not  con- 
firmed, nor  the  liberty  of  going  out  of  the  kingdom 
without  the  royal  content :    Whence  we  may  con- 
clude, that  Pembroke  and  the  barons,   jealous  of 
the    ecclefiaftical   power,    both   were    defirous   of 
renewing  the  king's  claim  to  iiiue  a  conge  d'elire 
to  the  monks  and  chapters,  and  thought  it  requifite 
to  put   fome    check    to    the    frequent    appeals   to 
Rome.     But  what  may  chiefly  furprife  us  is,    that 
the  obligation  to  which  John  had  fubjected  him- 
feif,  of  obtaining  the  confent  of  the  great  council 
before   he  levied   any    aids   or   fcutages  upon  the 
nation,  was  omitted  ;  and  this  article  was  even  de- 
clared hard  and  fevere,  and  was  exprefsly  left  to 
future  deliberation.     But  we  mud  confider,  that, 
though  this  limitation  may  perhaps  appear  to  us  the 
mod   momentous   in   the   whole  charter  of  John, 
it  was  not   regarded   in  that  light  by  the  ancient 
barons,  who  were  more  jealous  in  guarding  againft 
particular  acts  of  violence  in  the  crown,  than  againft 
fuch  general  impofitions,  which,  unlefs  they  were 
evidently  reafonable  and  neceffary,  could  fcarcely, 
without  general  confent,  be  levied  upon  men  who 
had  arms  in  their  hands,  and  who  could  repel  any 
act  of  opprefiion,    by  which  they  were  all  imme- 
diately affected.     We  accordingly  find  that  Henry, 
in  the  courfe  of  his  reign,  while  he  gave  frequent 
occafions  for    complaint,    with  regard  to   his  vio- 
lations of  the  Great  Charter,    never  attempted,  by 
his  mere  will,  to  levy  any  aids  or  fcutages ;  though 
he  was  often  reduced  to  great  neceffities,    and  was 
refufed  fupply  by  his  people.     So  much  eafier  was 
it  for  him  to  tranfgrefs  the  law,  when  individuals 
alone  were  aiTected,  than  even  to  exert  his  acknow« 

P  Kymer,  vol.  i.  p.  315. 
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ledged  prerogatives,  where  the  intereft  of  the  whole  chap. 
body  was  concerned.  u^Li 

This  charter  was  again  confirmed  by  the  king  in  niG. 
the  enfuing  year,  with  the  addition  of  fome  articles 
to  prevent  the  oppreflions  by  fherifFs  :  And  alfo 
with  an  additional  charter  of  forefts,  a  circumftance 
pf  great  moment  in  thofe  ages,  when  hunting  was 
fo  much  |the  occupation  of  the  nobility,  and  when 
the  king  comprehended  fo  confiderable  a  part  of 
the  kingdom  within  his  forefts,  which  he  governed 
by  peculiar  and  arbitrary  laws.  All  the  forefts, 
which  had  been  inclofed  fince  the  reign  of  Henry  II. 
were  difaforefted ;  and  new  perambulations  were 
appointed  for  that  purpofe  :  Offences  in  the  forefts 
were  declared  to  be  no  longer  capital ;  but  punifh- 
able  by  fine,  .imprifonment,  and  more  gentle  pe- 
nalties :  And  all  the  proprietors  of  land  recovered 
the  power  of  cutting  and  ufmg  their  own  wood 
at  their  pleafure. 

Thus  thefe  famous  charters  were  brought  nearly 
to  the  ffiape  in  which  they  have  ever  fince  flood  • 
and  they  were,  during  many  generations,  the  pe- 
culiar favourites  of  the  Englifh  nation,  and  efteemed 
the  mofl  facred  rampart  to  national  liberty  and 
Independence.  As  they  fecured  the  rights  of  all 
orders  of  men,  they  were  anxioufly  defended  by  all, 
and  became  the  bafis,  in  a  manner,  of  the  Englifh 
monarchy,  and  a  kind  of  original  contract,  which 
both  limited  the  authority  of  the  king,  and  enfured 
the  conditional  allegiance  of  his  fubjecls.  Though 
often  violated,  they  were  flill  claimed  by  the  nobility 
and  people  ;  and  as  no  precedents  were  fuppofed 
.-valid  that  infringed  them,  they  rather  acquired  than 
loft  authority,  from  the  frequent  attempts  made 
againft  them  in  feveral  ages  by  regal  and  arbitrary 
power. 

While  Pembroke,  by  renewing  and  confirming 
the  Great  Charter,  gave  fo  much  fatisfa&ion  and 
iecurity    to  the  nation  in.  general,  he  alfo  applied 

L  2  himfelf 
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CHAP,  himfelf  fuccefsfully  to  individuals  :  He  wrote  let* 
ti^-Lj  ters>  *n  tne  king's  name,  to  all  the  malcontent 
izi6,  barons ;  in  which  he  reprefented  to  them,  that, 
whatever  jealoufy  and  animofity  they  might  have 
entertained  againft  the  late  king,  a  young  prince, 
the  lineal  heir  of  their  ancient  monarchs,  had  now 
fucceeded  to  the  throne,  without  fucceeding  either 
to  the  refentments  or  principles  of  his  predeceffor  : 
That  the  defperate  expedient,  which  they  had  em- 
ployed, of  calling  in  a  foreign  potentate,  had, 
happily  for  them,  as  well  as  for  the  nation,  failed 
of  entire  fuccefs  ;  and  it  was  itill  in  their  power, 
by  a  fpeedy  return  to  their  duty,  to  reflore  the  in- 
dependence of  the  kingdom,  and  to  fecure  that 
liberty,  for  which  they  fo  zealoufly  contended  ? 
That  as  all  pall  offences  of  the  barons  were  now 
buried  in  oblivion,  they  ought,  on  their  part,  to 
forget  their  complaints  again (t  their  late  fovereign, 
who,  if  he  had  been  any  wife  blameable  in  his  con- 
duct, had  left  to  his  fon  the  falutary  warning,  to 
avoid  the  paths  which  had  led  to  fuch  fatal  extre- 
mities :  And  that  having  now  obtained  a  charter  for 
their  liberties,  it  was  their  intereft  to  fhew,  by  their 
conduct,  that  this  aequifition  was  not  incompatible 
with  their  allegiance,  and  that  the  rights  of  king 
and  people,  fo  far  from  being  hoftile  and  oppofite, 
might  mutually  fupport  and  fuftain  each  other  q. 

These  confederations,  enforced  by  the  character 
of  honour  and  conilancy,  which  Pembroke  had  ever 
maintained,  had  a  mighty  influence  on  the  barons ; 
and  moft  of  them  began  fecretly  to  negociate  with 
him,  and  many  of  them  openly  returned  to  their 
duty.  The  diffidence  which  Lewis  difcovered  of 
their  fidelity,  forwarded  this  general  propenfion  to-, 
wards  the  king  ;  and  when  the  French  prince  refufed. 
the  government  of  the  caftle  of  Hertford  to  Ro- 
bert Fitz- Walter,   who  had  been  fo  active  againft 

i  Rymer,  vol.  i.  p.  aij.    Brady's  App;  N°  142. 
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the  late  king,  and  who  claimed  that  fortrefs  as  his  ghap. 
property,    they  plainly  faw  that  the  Englifh  were  v^^^v-O 
excluded  from    every  truft,    and    that    foreigners      ,ai6. 
had  engroffed  all   the  confidence  and  affection  of 
their  new  fovereign r.     The  excommunication,  too, 
denounced  by  the  legate  againfl  all  the  adherents  of 
Lewis,  failed  not*  in  the  turn  which  men's  difpo- 
fitions  had  taken,  to  produce  a  mighty  effect  upon 
them ;  and  they  were  eafily  perfuaded  to  confider  a 
«aufe  as  impious,  for  which  they  had  already  en- 
tertained  an  unfurmountable   averfion\     Though 
Lewis  made  a  journey  to  France,  and  brought  over 
fuccours  from  that  kingdom1,  lie  found  On  his  re- 
turn, that  his  party  was  flill  more  weakened  by  the 
defertion  of  his  Englifh  confederates,  and  that  the 
death  of  John  had,  contrary  to  his  expectations-, 
.given  an  incurable  wound  to  his  caufe.     The  earls 
of  Salifbury,    Arundel,    and   Warrenne,    together 
with  William  Marefbal,  eldefl  fon  of  the  protector, 
had  embraced  Henry's  party ;    and  every  Englifh 
nobleman  was  plainly  watching  for  an  opportunity 
of  returning  to  his  allegiance.     Pembroke  was  fa 
much  ftrengthened  by  thefe  accefhons,  that  he  ven- 
tured  to    infeit  Mount-forel ;    though,    upon    the 
approach  of  the  count  of  Perche  with  the  French 
army,  he  defifted  from  his  enterprife,  and  raifed  the 
fiegeu.  The  count,  elated  with  this  fuccefs,  marched 
to  Lincoln  •,    and  being  admitted  into  the  town,  he 
began  to  attack  the  caltle,  which  he  foon  reduced 
to  extremity.      The  protector  fummoned   all  his 
forces  from  every  quarter,  in  orJer  to  relieve  a  place 
of  fuch  importance ;  and   he  appeared  fo  much  iu~ 
perior  to  the  French,  that  they  (hut  themfelves  up 
within  the  city,  and  refolved  to  act  upon  the  de- 
fensivew.     But  the   garrifon  of  the   caitle,  having 
received  a  ftrong  reinforcement,   made  a  vicorous 

*  M.  Paris,  p.  100,  »oz.  s  Ibid.  p.  aoo.    M.  Weft.  p.  277. 

*  Chron.  Dunft.  vol.  i.  p.  79.     M.  Weft.  p.  277.  »  M.  Paris, 
p.  103.                w  Chrou.  Dunft.  vol.  i.  p.  8x. 
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CHAP,  fally  upon  the  befiegers;  while  the  Englifh  army, 
xn*  by  concert,  affaulted  them  in  the  fame  inftant  from 
mi6.  without,  mounted  the  walls  by  fcalade,  and  bearing 
down  all  refinance,  entered  the  city  fword  in  hand., 
Lincoln  was  delivered  over  to  be  pillaged;  the 
French  arnly  was  totally  routed ;  the  count  of 
Perche,  with  only  two  perfons  more,  was  killed  5 
but  many  of  the  chief  commanders,  and  about  400 
knights,  were  made  prifoners  by  the  Englifh x.  So 
little  blood  was  died  in  this  important  action,  which 
decided  the  fate  of  one  of  the  mod  powerful  king- 
doms in  Europe ;  and  fuch  wretched  foldiers  were 
thofe  ancient  barons,  who  yet  were  unacquainted 
with  every  thing  but  arms ! 

Prince  Lewis  was  informed  of  this  fatal  event 
while  employed  in  the  fiege  of  Dover,  which  was 
ftill  valiantly  defended  againfl  him  by  Hubert  de 
Burgh.  He  immediately  retreated  to  London,  the 
centre  and  life  of  his  party ;  and  he  there  received 
intelligence  of  a  new  difafler,  which  put  an  end 
to  all  his  hopes.  A  French  fleet  bringing  over 
a  ftrong  reinforcement,  had  appeared  on  the  coaft  of 
Kent,  where  they  were  attacked  by  the  Englifh  un- 
der the  Command  of  Philip  d'Albiney,  and  were 
routed  with  confiderable  lols.  D'Albiney  employed 
a  flratagem  againfl  them,  which  is  faid  to  have  con- 
tributed to  the  victory  :  Having  gained  the  wind  of 
the  French,  he  came  down  upon  them  with  vio- 
lence ;  and  throwing  m  their  faces  a  great  quantity 
of  quick-lime  which  he  purpofely  carried  on  board, 
he  io  blinded  them,  that  they  were  difabled  from 
defending  themfetves*. 

After  this  fecond  misfortune  of  the  French,  the 
Englifh  barons  haflened  every  where  to  make  peace 
with  the  protector,  and,  by  an  early  fubmillion,  to 
prevent  thofe  attainders  to  which  they  were  expofed 

*  M.  Paris,  p.  204,  205.     Chron.  de  Mailr.  p.  195. 
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&n  account  of  their  rebellion.     Lewis  whofe  caufe  C  H  A  p. 
Was  now  totally  defperate,  began  to  be  anxious  for  ^^^r^j 
the  iafety  of  his  perfon,  and  was  glad,  on  any  ho-      1216, 
Hourable  conditions,    to  make  his  efcape  from  a 
Country  where  he  found  every  thing  was  now  become 
hoftile  to  him.     He  concluded  a  peace  with  Pem- 
broke, promifed  to  evacuate  the  kingdom,  and  only 
ftipulated,  in  return,  an  indemnity  to  his  adherents, 
and  a  reftitution  of  their  honours  and  fortunes,  to- 
gether with  the  free  and  equal  enjoyment  of  thofe 
liberties  which  had  been  granted  to  the  reft  of  the 
nation z.     Thus  was  happily  ended  a  civil  war,  which  G  ""aI 
feemed  to  be  founded  on  the  mod  incurable  hatred  tion. 
and  jealoufy,    and  had   threatened   the   kingdom 
with  the  rnoft  fatal  confequences. 

The  precautions  which  the  king  of  France  ufed 
in  the  conduct  of  this  whole  affair  are  remarkable. 
He  pretended  that  his  fon  had  accepted  of  the  offer 
from  the  Englifh  barons  without  his  advice,  and 
Contrary  to  his  inclination  :  The  armies  fent  to  Eng- 
land were  levied  in  Lewis's  name :  When  that  prince 
came  over  to  France  for  aid,  his  father  publicly  re- 
fufed  to  grant  him  any  affiflance,  and  would  not  fd 
much  as  admit  him  to  his  prefence :  Even  after 
Henry's  party  acquired  the  afcendant,  and  Lewis 
•was  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies^ 
it  was  Blanche  of  Caftile  his  wife,  not  the  king  his 
father,  who  raifed  armies  and  equipped  fleets  for  hi? 
fuccour a.  All  thefe  artifices  were  employed,  not 
to  fatisfy  the  pope ;  for  he  had  too  much  penetration 
to  be  fo  eafily  impofed  on:  Nor  yet  to  deceive 
the  people  ;  for  they  were  too  grofs  even  for  that 
purpofe :  They  only  ferved  for  a  colouring  to  Phi- 
lip's caufe  ;  and  in  public  affairs,  men  are  ofcen  bet- 
ter pleafed  that  the  truth,  though  known  to  every 
body,  mould  be  wrapped  up  under  a  decent  cover, 

2  Rymer,   vol.  i.  p    221       M.  Pari;,   p.  207.      Chron.  Dunft. 
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than  if  it  were  expofed  in  open  daylight  to  the  eyef 
of  all  the  world. 

After  the  expulfion  of  the  French,  the  prudence 
and  equity  of  the  protector's  fubfequent  conduct 
contributed  to  cure  entirely  thofe  wounds  which  had 
been  made  by  inteftine  difcord.  He  received  the 
rebellious  barons  into  favour ;  obferved  ftriclly  the 
terms  of  peace  which  he  had  granted  them ;  re- 
ftored  them  to  their  poiTeffions ;  and  endeavoured, 
by  an  equal  behaviour,  to  bury  all  pafl  animofities 
in  perpetual  oblivion.  The  clergy  alone,  who  had 
adhered  to  Lewis,  were  fufferers  in  this  revolution. 
As  they  had  rebelled  againfl  their  fpiritual  fovereign, 
by  difregarding  the  interdict  and  excommunication, 
it  was  not  in  Pembroke's  power  to  make  any  ftipu- 
lations  in  their  favour ;  and  Gualo  the  legate  pre- 
pared to  take  vengeance  on  them  for  their  difobe* 
dienceb.  Many  of  them  were  depofed  ;  many 
fufpended ;  fome  bammed ;  and  all  who  efcaped 
punifhment  made  atonement  for  their  offence  by 
paying  large  fums  to  the  legate,  who  amafled  an 
immenfe  treafure  by  this  expedient. 

The  earl  of  Pembroke  did  not  long  furvive  the 
pacification,  which  had  been  chiefly  owing  to  his 
wifdom  and  valour c ;  and  he  was  fucceeded  in  the 
government  by  Peter  des  Roches,  bifhop  of  Win* 
chefler,  and  Hubert  de  Burgh  the  judiciary.  The 
councils  of  the  latter  were  chiefly  followed  ;  and  had 
he  poffeiTed  equal  authority  in  the  kingdom  with 
Pembroke,  he  feemed  to  be  every  way  worthy  of 
filling  the  place  of  that  virtuous  nobleman.  But 
the  licentious  and  powerful  barons,  who  had  once 
broken  the  reins  of  fubjection  to  their  prince,  and 
had  obtained  by  violence  an  enlargement  of  their 
liberties  and  independence,  could  ill  be  reftrained 
by  laws  under  a  minority  ;  and  the  people,  no  lei's 
than  the  king,    fuffered  from  their  outrages  and 
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diforders.     They  retained  by  force  the  royal  caftles,  cha?- 
which  they  had  feized  during  the  pall  convulfions,      ^IL. 
or  which  had  been  committed  to   their   cuftody  by       I2i6j 
the  protector d :  They  ufurped  the  king's  demefnes c : 
They  oppreffed  their  vallate  :  They   infefted  their 
weaker   neighbours  :    They    invited  all   diforderly 
people  to   enter  in  their  retinue,  and  to  live  upon 
their  lands :  And  they  gave  them  protection  in  all 
their  robberies  and  extortions. 

No    one   was  more    infamous   for  thefe  violent 
and  illegal  practices  than  the  earl  of  Albemarle ;  who, 
though  he  had  early  returned  to  his  duty,  and  had 
been  lerviceable  in  expelling  the  French,  augmented 
to  the'  utmoft  the  general  diforder,  and  committed 
outrages  in  all  the  counties  of  the  North.     In  order 
to  reduce  him  to  obedience,  Hubert  feized  an  op- 
portunity of  getting  polfeffion  of  Rockingham  caftie, 
which  Albemarle  had  garrifoned  with  his  licentious 
retinue  :  But  this  nobleman,  inflead  of  fubmittirig, 
entered  into  a  fecret  confederacy  with  Fawkes  de 
Breaute',  Peter  de  Mauleon,  and  other  barons,  and 
both  fortified  the  caftie  of  Biham  for  his  defence, 
and  made  himfelf  mailer,  by  furprife,  of  that  of  Fo- 
theringay.     Panduif,  who  wasreftored  to  his  legate- 
fhip,  was  adlive  in  fupprefling  this  rebellion  ;  and 
with    the  concurrence   of  eleven  bifhops,    he  pro- 
nounced the   fentence   of  excommunication  againft 
Albemarle  and  his  adherents  f :  An  army  was  le- 
vied :   A  fcutage  of  ten  millings,  a  knight's  fee,  was 
impofed   on  all  the  military  tenants  :  Albemarle's 
aiTociates  gradually  deferted    him  :  And  he  himfelf 
was  obliged  at  laft  to  fue  for  mercv.     He  received 
a  pardon,  and  was  reftored  to  his  whole  eilate. 

This  impolitic  lenity,  too  frequent  in  thofe  times, 
was  probably  the  refult  of  a  fecret  combination 
among  the  barons,  who  never  could  endure  to  fee 
the  total  ruin  of  one    of  their  own  order :  But  it 
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encouraged  Fawkes  de  Breaute,  a  man  whom  king 
John  had  raifed  from  a  low  origin,  to  perfevere  itt 
TTiT""  tne  courfe  of  violence  to  which  he  had  owed  his  for- 
tune, and  to  fet  at  nought  all  law  and  juftice. 
When  thirty  -five  verdicts  were  at  one  time  found 
againft  him,  on  account  of  his  violent  expulfion 
of  fo  many  freeholders  from  their  poiTeiTions  ;  he 
came  to  the  court  of  juftice  with  an  armed  force, 
feized  the  judge  who  had  pronounced  the  verdi&s, 
and  imprilbned  him  in  Bedford  caftle.  He  then 
levied  open  war  againft  the  king  j  but  being  fub- 
dued  and  taken  prifoner,  his  life  was  granted  him  ; 
but  his  eftate  was  conhfcated,  and  he  was  banifhed 
the  kingdom  % 

Justice  was  executed  with  greater  feverity  againfl 
diforders  le-ls  premeditated  which  broke  out  in  Lon* 
don.  A  frivolous  emulation  in  a  match  of  wreft- 
ling,  between  the  Londoners  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  Weftminfter  and  thofe  of  the 
neighbouring  villages  on  the  other,  occafioned  this 
commotion.  The  former  rofe  in  a  body,  and 
pulled  down  fome  houfes  belonging  to  the  abbot  of 
Weftminfter :  But  this  riot,  which,  confidering  the 
tumultuous  dilpohtion  familiar  to  that  •  capital, 
would  have  been  little  regarded,  feeined  to  be- 
come more  ferious  by  the  fymptoms  which  then 
appeared,  of  the  former  attachment  of  the  citizens 
to  the  French  intereft.  The  populace,  in  the  tu- 
mult, made  ufe  of  the  cry  of  war  commonly  em- 
ployed by  the  French  troops  ;  Mountjoy,  ?nountjoy, 
God  help  us  and  our  lord  Lewis.  The  judiciary 
made  enquiry  into  the  diforder  ;  and  finding  one 
Conftantine  Fitz-Arnulf  to  have  been  the  ringleader, 
an  infolent  man,  whojuftified his  crime  in  Hubert's 
prefence,  he  proceeded  againfl:  him  by  martial  law, 
and  ordered  him  immediately  to  be  hanged,  without 

3  Rymer,  vol.  i.  p.  198.     M.  Paris,  p.  %xi.  124;      Ann.  Waverl. 
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trial  or  form  of  procefs.     He  alfo  cut  oif  the  feet  of  c  h  a  p. 
forae  of  Conftantine's  accomplices  \  v-*-v- 

This  act  of  power  was  complained  of  as  an  in-  \%zz 
fringement  of  the  Great  Charter  :  Yet  the  judiciary, 
in  a  parliament  fummoned  at  Oxford,  (for  the  great 
councils  about  this  time  began  to  receive  that  appel- 
lation,) made  no  fcruple  to  grant  in  the  king's  name 
a  renewal  and  confirmation  of  that  charter.  When 
the  affembly  made  application  to  the  crown  for  this 
favour,  as  a  law  in  thofe  times  feemed  to  lofe  its 
validity  if  not  frequently  renewed,  William  de 
Briewere,  one  of  the  council  of  regency,  was  fo  bold 
as  to  fay  openly,  that  thofe  liberties  were  extorted  by 
force,  and  ought  not  to  be  obferved :  But  he  was 
reprimanded  by  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and 
was  not  countenanced  by  the  king  or  his  chief  mi- 
■niflers  l.  A  new  confirmation  was  demanded  and 
■granted  two  years  after  ;  and  an  aid,  amounting  to 
a  fifteenth  of  all  moveables,  was  given  by  the  par- 
liament, in  return  for  this  indulgence.  The  king 
ifTued  writs  anew  to  the  meriffs,  enjoining  the  ob- 
fervance  of  the  charter  ;  but  he  inferted  a  remark- 
able claufe  in  the  writs,  that  thofe  who  payed  not 
the  fifteenth  mould  not  for  the  future  be  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  thofe  liberties  k. 

The  low  flate  into  which  the  crown  was  fallen 
made  it  requifite  for  a  good  minifler  to  be  attentive 
to  the  prefervation  of  the  royal  prerogatives,  as  well 
as  to  the  fecunty  of  public  liberty.  Hubert  applied 
to  the  pope,  who  had  always  great  authority  in  the 
kingdom,  and  was  now  confidered  as  its  fuperior  lord; 
and  defired  him  to  ifTue  a  bull,  declaring  the  king 
to  be  of  full  age,  and  entitled  to  exercife  in  perfon  all 
the  acts  of  royalty  J.  In  confequence  of  this  decla- 
ration, the  jufticiary  refigned  into  Henry's  hands  the 
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chap,  two  important  fortrefTes   of  the  Tower  and  Doret 

VTT  ^ 

v_  m  '_.  caitle,  which  had  been  entrufted  to  his  cuftody  ;  ana 
xzz2.  he  required  the  other  barons  to  imitate  his  example* 
They  refufed  compliance  :  The  earls  of  Chefler  and 
Albemarle,  J>  hn  Conftable  of  Chefler,  John  de 
Lacy,  Brian  de  i'lfle,  and  William  deCantel,  with 
fome  others,  even  formed  a  confpiracy  to  furprife 
London,  and  met  in  arms  at  Waltham  with  that 
intention  :  But  finding  the  king  prepared  for  defence* 
they  defifted  from  their  enterprife.  When  fum- 
moned  to  court,  in  order  to  anfwer  for  their  con- 
duct, they  fcrupled  not  to  appear,  and  to  confefs 
the  defign  :  But  they  told  the  king,  that  they  had  no 
bad  intentions  againft  his  perfon,  but  only  againft: 
Hubert  de  Burgh,  whom  they  were  determined  to 
remove  from  his  office  m.  They  appeared  too  for- 
midable to  be  chaflifed  ;  and  they  were  fo  little  dip- 
couraged  by  the  failure  of  their  firft  enterprife,  that 
they  again  met  in  arms  at  Leicefler,  in  order  to 
feize  the  king,  who  then  relided  at  Northampton  ; 
But  Henry,  informed  of  their  purpofe,  took  care 
to  be  fo  well  armed  and  attended,  that  the  barons 
found  it  dangerous  to  make  the  attempt ;  and  they 
fat  down  and  kept  Chriftmas  in  his  neighbourhood  \ 
The  archbifhop  and  the  prelates,  finding  every  thing 
tending  towards  a  civil  war,  interpofed  with  their 
authority,  and  threatened  the  barons  with  the  fentencc 
of  excommunication,  if  they  perfifled  in  detaining 
the  king's  caftles.  This  menace  at  lafl  prevailed  : 
Moft  of  the  fortreffes  were  furrendered  ;  though  the 
barons  complained,  that  Hubert's  caftles  were  foon 
after  reftored  to  him,  while  the  king  ftill  kept  theirs 
in  his  own  cuftody.  There  are  faid  to  have  been 
1 1  f  5  caflles  at  that  time  in  England  °. 

It  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  the  influence  of 
the  prelates  and   the  clergy  was  often  of  great  jTer- 
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vice  to  the  public.     Though  the  religion  of  that  age  c  H  a  p. 
can  merit  no  better  name  than  that  of  fuperftition,  it      ^^ 
ferved  to  unite  together  a  body  of  men  who  had  great      lllz. 
fway  over  the  people,  and  who  kept  the  community 
from  falling  to  pieces,  by  the  factions  and  independ- 
ent power  of  the  nobles.     And  what  was  of  great 
importance,  it  threw  a   mighty  authority  into   the 
hands  of  men,  who,  by  their  profeffion,  were  averfe 
to  arms  and  violence  ;  who  tempered  by  their  me- 
diation the  general  difpofition  towards  military  en- 
terprifes ;    and  who   (till  maintained,  even  amidft 
the  ihock  of  arms,  thofe  fecret  links,  wiihout  which 
it  is  impoffible  for  human  fociety  to  fubfift. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  interline  commotions 
in  England,  and  the  precarious  authority  of  the 
crown,  Henry  was  obliged  to  carry  on  war  in  France ; 
and  he  employed  to  that  purpofe  the  fifteenth  which 
had  been  granted  him  by  parliament.  Lewis  VIII. 
who  had  lucceeded  to  his  father  Philip,  inftead  of 
complying  with  Henry's  claim,  who  demanded  the 
reftitution  of  Normandy,  and  the  other  provinces 
torrefied  from  England,  made  an  irruption  into 
Poiclou,  took  Rochelle  p,  after  a  long  fiege,  and 
feemed  determined  to  expel  the  Englifh  from  the 
few  provinces  which  ftill  remained  to  them.  Henry 
fent  over  his  uncle,  the  earl  of  Salifburv,  together 
with  his  brother  prince  Richard,  to  whom  he  had 
granted  the  earldom  of  Cornwal,  which  had  efcheated 
to  the  crown.  Saliibury  flopped  the  progrefs  of 
Lewis's  arms,  and  retained  the  Potclevin  and  Gaf- 
con  vaiials  in  their  allegiance  :  But  no  military  ac- 
tion of  any  moment  was  performed  on  either  fide. 
The  earl  of  Cornwal,  after  two  years'  flay  inGuienne, 
returned  to  England. 

This  prince  was  nowife  turbulent  or   factious  in       my, 
his  difpofition  :  His  ruling  pallion  was  to  amafs  mo- 
jiey,  in  which  he  fucceeded  fo  well  as  to  become  the 
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^  xn  P'  r*cneft  ^ibje£t  in  Chriftendom  :  Yet  his  attention  to 
k^-^-^j  gain  threw  him  fometimes  into  acts  of  violence,  and 
1Z27.  gave  diflurbance  to  the  government.  There  was  a 
manor,  which  had  formerly  belonged  to  the  earldom 
of  Cornwal,  but  had  been  granted  to  Waleran  de 
Ties,  before  Richard  had  been  inverted  with  that 
dignity,  and  while  the  earldom  remained  in  the 
crown.  Richard  claimed  this  manor,  and  expelled 
the  proprietor  by  force  :  Waleran  complained  :  The 
kino;  ordered  his  brother  to  do  iuftice  to  the  man, 
and  reftore  him  to  his  rights  :  The  earlfaid,  that  he 
would  not  fubmit  to  thefe  orders,  till  the  caufe  mould 
be  decided  againft  him  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers : 
Henry  replied,  that  it  was  firft  necelTary  to  reinflate 
Waleran  in  pofTeinon,  before  the  caufe  could  be 
tried  ;  and  he  reiterated  his  orders  to  the  earl  %  We 
may  judge  of  the  date  of  the  government,  when 
this  affair  had  nearly  produced  a  civil  war.  The 
earl  of  Cornv/al,  finding  Henry  peremptory  in  his 
commands,  affociated  himfelf  with  the  young  earl 
of  Pembroke,  who  had  married  his  fifcer,  and  who 
was  difpleafed  on  account  of  the  king's  requiring 
him  to  deliver  up  fome  royal  catties  which  were  in 
his  cuftody.  Thefe  two  malcontents  took  into  the 
confederacy  the  earls  of  Chefter,  Warrenne,  Glo~ 
cefler,  Hereford,  Warwic,  and  Ferrers,  who  were 
all  difguited  on  a  like  account1".  They  aflembled 
an  army,  which  the  king  had  not  the  power  or  cou- 
rage to  refill ;  and  he  was  obliged  to  give  his  brother 
fatisfaction,  by  grants  of  much  greater  importance 
than  the  manor,  which  had  been  the  firft  ground  of 
the  quarrel s. 

The  character  of  the  king,  as  he  grew  to  man's 
eft  ate,  became  every  day  better  known  ;  and  he  was 
found  in  every  refpect  unqualified  for  maintaining  a 
proper  fway  among  thofe  turbulent  barons,  whom 
the  feudal  conftitution  fubjected    to   his   authority. 

q  M.  Paris,  p.  233.  r  Ibid.  s  Ibid. 
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Gentle,  humane,  and  merciful  even  to  a  fault,  he  c  n  A  r. 
feems  to  have  been  fteady  in  no  other  circumftance  KJ^ir^/ 
of  his  character ;  but  to  have  received  every  im-  ,aa?. 
prellion  from  thofe  who  furrounded  him,  and 
whom  he  loved,  for  the  time,  with  the  mo  ft  impru- 
dent and  moft  unreferved  affection.  Without  ac-t 
tivity  or  vigour,  he  was  unfit  to  conduct  war  ;  with- 
out policy  or  art,  he  was  ill  fitted  to  maintain  peace  : 
{lis  refentments,  though  hafh  and  violent,  were  not 
dreaned,  while  he  was  found  to  drop  them  with  fuch 
facility;  his  friend  flu' ps  were  little  valued,  becaufe 
they  were  neither  derived  from  choice,  nor  main- 
tained wi-h  conftancy,  A  proper  pageant  of  ftate 
in  a  regular  monarchy,  where  his  mmifters  could 
have  conducted  all  affairs  in  his  name  and  by  his 
authority  ;  but  too  feeble  in  thofe  diforderly  times 
to  -way  a  fceptre,  whofe  weight  depended  entirely  on 
the  rirmnefs  and  dexterity  of  the  hand  which  held  it. 

The  ableit  and  mr.ft  virtuous  minifter  that  Henry  Hubert  de 
ever  pofiefled,  was  Hubert  de  Burgh  *  j  a  man  who  p,urs!j 
had  been  fteady  to  the  crown  in  the  moft  difficult 
and  dangerous  times,  and  who  yet  fliowed  nodifpo- 
fition  in  the  height  of  his  power,  to  enilave  or  op- 
prefs  the  people.  The  only  exceptionable  part  of 
his  conduct  is  that  whk.h  is  mentioned  by  Matthew 
Paris  u  ;  if  the  fact:  be  really  true,  and  proceeded 
fr  m  Hubert's  advice,  namely,  the  recalling  pub- 
licly and  the  annulling  of  the  charter  of  forefts,  a 
conceffion  fo  reafonable  in  itfelf,  and  fo  paflionately 
claimed  both  by  the  nobility  and  people  :  But  it  muft 
be  confeffed  that  this  meafure  is  fo  unlikely,  both 
from  the  circumftances  of  the  times  and  character 
of  the  minifter,  that  there  is  reafon  to  doubt  of  its 
reality,  efpecially  as  it  is  mentioned  by  no  other 
hiftorian.  Hubert,  while  he  enjoyed  his  authority, 
had  an  entire  afcendant  over  Henry,  and  was  loaded 
with  honours  and  favours  beyond  any  other  fubject. 

*  Ypod.  Neui  riae,  p.  464.  u  P.  232.  M.  Weft.  p.  216. 
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CHAP.  Befides  acquiring  the  property  of  many  catties  and 
xlj^j  manors,  he  married  the  eldeft  filler  of  the  king  of 
1227.      Scots,  was  created  earl  of  Kent,  and,  byanunufual 
concemon,  was  made  chief  jufticiary  of  England  for 
**3*.      life  :  Yet  Henry,  in  a  hidden  caprice,  threw  off  this 
faithful  minifter,  and  expofed  him  to  the  violent 
perfecutions  of  his  enemies.     Among  other  frivolous 
crimes  objected  to  him,  he  was  accufed  of  gaining 
the  king's  affections  by  enchantment,  and  of  pur- 
loining from  the  royal  tieafury,  a  gem,  which  had 
the  virtue  to  render  the  wearer  invulnerable,  and  of 
fending    this   valuable    curiofity  to    the    prince   of 
Wales  ''■'.     The  nobility,  who  hated  Hubert  on  ac- 
count of  his  zeal  in  reluming  the   rights  and  pof- 
feffions  of  the  crown,  no  fooner  faw  the  opportunity 
favourable,  than  they  inflamed  the  king's  animofity 
againtt  him,  and  pufhed  him  to  feek  the  total  ruin 
of  his  minifter.     Hubert  took  fancluary  in  a  church  : 
The  king  ordered  him  to  be  dragged  from  thence : 
He  recalled  thofe  orders :  He   afterwards  renewed 
them :  He  was  obliged  by  the  clergy  to  reftore  him 
to  the  fancluary  :  He  conftrained  him  foon  after  to 
furrender  himfelf  prifoner,  and  lie  <-onfmed   him  in 
the  cattle  of  the  Devizes.     Hubert  made  his  efcape, 
was  expelled  the  kingdom,  was  again  received  into 
favour,  lecovered  a  great  fhare  ot  the  king's  confi- 
dence, but  never  fnewed  any  inclination  to  reinftate 
himfelf  in  power  and  authority x. 
w?n"he£        ^HE  man  w*10  mcceeded  hhn  in  the  government 
termi-       of  the    king  and  kingdom,    was  Peter   biihop   of 
ciiter.        Winchefter,  a  Poiectevin  by  birth,  who   had  been 
*  raifed  by  the  late  king,  and  who  was  no  lefs  dittin- 
guifhed  by  his  arbitrary  principles  and  violent  con- 
duct, than  by  his  courage  and  abilities.     This  pre- 
late had  been  left  by  king  John  jutticiary  and  regent 
of  the  kingdom  during  an  expedition  which  that 

w   M.  Paris,  p.  259.  x  Ibid.  p.  259,  260,  261.  266.  Chron. 

T.  Wyfces,  p.  4.1,  42.  Chron.  Dunfti  vol.  i.  p.  220,  aai.   MrWelt, 
p.  291.  301. 
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prince  made  into  France  ;  and  his  illegal  adrniniftra-  G  ha  p. 
tion  was  one  chief  caufe  of  that  great  combination  ^^r** 
among  the  barons,  which  finally  extorted  from  the  1Z3I. 
crown  the  charter  of  liberties,  and  laid  the  foundations 
of  the  Englifh  conftitution.  Henry  though  incapa- 
ble, from  his  character,  of  purfuing  the  fame  violent 
maxims  which  had  governed  his  father,  had  imbibed 
the  fame  arbitrary  principles ;  and  in  profeCution  of 
Peter's  advice,  he  invited  over  a  great  number  of 
Poiclevins,  and  other  foreigners,  who,  he  believed, 
could  more  fafely  be  trufted  than  the  Englifh,  and 
who  feemed  ufeful  to  counterbalance  the  great  and 
independent  power  of  the  nobility  y.  Every  office 
and  command  was  beftowed  on  thefe  ftrangers  \  they 
exhaufted  the  revenues  of  the  crown,  already  too 
much  impoverished  z ;  they  invaded  the  rights  of  the 
people;  ami  their  infolence,  ftill  more  provoking 
than  their  power,  drew  on  them  the  hatred  and  envy 
of  all  orders  of  men  in  the  kingdom  \ 

The  barons  formed  a  combination  againit  this  x%%$* 
odious  miniftry,  and  withdrew  from  parliament,  on 
pretence  of  the  danger  to  which  they  were  expofed 
from  the  machinations  of  the  Poictevins.  When 
again  fummoned  to  attend,  they  gave  for  anfwer, 
that  the  king  mould  difmifs  his  foreigners,  other- 
wife  they  would  drive  both  him  and  them  out  of  the 
kingdom,  and  put  the  crown  on  another  head  more 
Worthy  to  wear  it b :  Such  was  the  ilyle  they  ufed  to 
their  fovereign !  They  at  la  ft  came  to  parliament, 
but  fo  well  attended,  that  they  feemed  in  a  con- 
dition to  prefcribe  laws  to  the  king  and  miniftry. 
Peter  des  Roches,  however,  had  in  the  interval 
found  means  of  fowing  diflenlion  among  them,  and 
of  bringing  over  to  his  party  the  earl  of  Ccrnwal, 
as  well  as  the  earls  of  Lincoln  and  Clleiler.  The 
coniederates  were  difconccrted  in   their    meafures ; 

y  M.  Paris,  p.  263.  *  Chron.  Dunft.  vol.  i.  p.  151. 
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CHAP.  Richard,  earl  marefchal,  who  had  fucceeded  to  that 
^^_^j  dignity  on  the  death  of  his  brother  William,  was 
1*33.  chafed  into  Wales  ;  he  thence  withdrew  into  Ireland 
where  he  was  treacheroufly  murdered  by  the  con- 
trivance of  the  bifhop  of  Winchefter  c-  The  eftates 
of  the  more  obnoxious  barons  were  confifcated, 
without  legal  fentence  or  trial  by  their  peers  d,  and 
were  bellowed  with  a  profufe  liberality  on  the 
Poiclevins.  Peter  even  carried  his  infolence  fo  far 
as  to  declare  publickly,  that  the  barons  of  England 
mull  not  pretend  to  put  themfelves  on  the  fame  foot 
with  thole  of  France,  or  aflume  the  fame  liberties 
and  privileges :  The  monarch  in  the  former  country 
had  a  more  abfolute  power  than  in  the  latter.  It 
had  been  more  juftinable  for  him  to  have  faid,  that 
men,  fo  unwilling  to  fubmit  to  the  authority  of 
laws,  could  with  the  worfe  grace  claim  any  fhelter 
or  protection  from  them. 

When  the  king  at  any  time  was  checked  in  his 
illegal  practices,  and  when  the  authority  of  the  Great 
Charter  was  objected  to  him,  he  was  wont  to  reply  ; 
"  Why  mould  I  obferve  this  charter,  which  k 
neglected  by  all  my  grandees,  both  prelates  and 
nobility  ?"  It  was  very  reafonably  faid  to  him ; 
"  You  ought,  fir,  to  fet  them  the  example0." 

So  violent  a  miniftry  as  that  of  the  bifhop  of 
Winchefter  could  not  be  of  long  duration ;  but 
its  fall  proceeded  at  laft  from  the  influence  of  the 
church,  not  from  the  efforts  of  the  nobles.  Edmond, 
the  primate,  came  to  court,  attended  by  many  of  the 
other  prelates,  and,  reprefented  to  the  king  the  per- 
nicious meafures  embraced  by  Peter  des  Roches, 
the  difcontents  of  his  people,  the  ruin  of  his  affairs  ; 
and,  after  requiring  the  difmiffion  of  the  minifter 
and  his  affociates,  threatened  him  with  excommu- 
nication in  cafe  of  his  refufal.     Henry,    who  knew 

c  Chron.  Dunft.  vol.  i.  p.  219.  *  M.  Paris,  p.  265. 

c  Ibid.  p.  609. 
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that  an  excommunication  fo  agreeable  to  the  fenfe  chap. 
of  the  people,  could  not  fail  of  producing  the  molt       xl1 
dangerous  effects,  was  obliged  to  fubmit  :  Foreigners  ',   "* 

were  banifhed  :  The  natives  were  reftored  to  their 
place  in  council f :  The  primate,  who  was  a  man  of 
prudence,  and  who  took  care  to  execute  the  laws, 
and  obferve  the  charter  of  liberties,  bore  the  chief 
fway  in  the  government. 

But   the  EngJifh    in    vain   flattered   themfelves      1*36- 
that  they  mould  be  long  free  from  the  dominion  I4    ■'an' 
of  foreigners.     The  king,  having  married  Eleanor 
daughter  of  the  count  of  Provence s,  was  furrounded 
by  a  great  number  of  ilrangers  from  that  country,  King** 
whom  he  carefled  with  the  fondefl  affection,  and  [*ar^_ty 
enriched  by  an  imprudent  generofity  h.  The  biihop  rdgners. 
of  Valence,  a  prelate  of  the  houfe  of  Savoy,  and 
maternal  uncle  to  the  queen,  was  his  chief  mmifter, 
and  employed  every  art  to  ahiafs  wealth  for  him  kit' 
and  his  relations.     Peter  of  Savoy,  a  brother  of  the 
fame  family,  was  inverted  in  the  honour  of  Rich- 
mond, and  received  the  rich  wardfhip  of  earl  War- 
renne  :  Boniface  of  Savoy  was  promoted  to  the   fee 
of  Canterbury :    Many  young  ladies   were  invited 
over    from  Provence,    and    married    to    the   chief 
noblemen  in  England,  who  were  the  king's  wards  i 
And  as  the    fource   of  Henry's  bounty   began    to 
fail,  his  Savoyard  miniilry  applied  to  Rome,    and 
obtained  a  bull ;  permitting  him  to  refume  all  pad 
grants  ;  abfolving  him  from  the  oath  which   he  had 
taken  to  maintain   them  ;  even   enjoining  him  to 
make  fuch  a    refumption,    and    representing  thofe 
grants  as  invalid,  on  account  of  the  prejudice  which 
enfued  from  them  to  the  Roman  pontiff,  in   whom 
the  fuperiority  of  the  kingdom  was  veiled k.     The 

f  M.  Paris,  p.  t-ji,  ryi.  8  Rymer,  vol.  i.  p.  442.  M.  Paris, 
p.  a86.  h  M.Paris,  p.  236.     30'.   3.15.   310.  5^1.     M.   Weft- 

p.   302.  304.  *  M.  Paris,  p.  484.     M   Weft,  p.  338. 

8  M,  Paris,  p.  ^95.  301. 
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oppofition  made  to  the  intended  refumption  pre- 
vented it  from  taking  place  ;  but  the  nation  faw  the 
indignities  to  which  the  king  was  willing  to  fubmit, 
in  order  to  gratify  the  avidity  of  his  foreign  favourites. 
About  the  fame  time  he  publiihed  in  England  the 
fentence  of  excommunication  pronounced  againft  the 
emperor  Frederic,  his  brother-in-law  ' ;  and  faid  in 
excufe,  that,  being  the  pope's  vaifal,  he  was  obliged 
by  his  allegiance  to  obey  all  the  commands  of  his 
holinefs.  In  this  weak  reign,  when  any  neighbouring- 
potentate  infulted  the  king's  dominions,  inftead  of 
taking  revenge  for  the  injury,  he  complained  to  the 
pope  as  his  fuperior  lord,  and  begged  him  to  give 
protection  to  his  vaiftlm. 

The  refentment  of  the  Engiifh  barons  rofe  high 
at  the  preference  given  to  foreigners  ;  but  no  remon- 
ftrance  or  complaint  could  ever  prevail  on  the  king 
to  abandon  them,  or  even  to  moderate  his  attach- 
ment towards  them.  After  the  Provencals  and 
Savoyards  might  have  been  fuppofed  pretty  well 
fatiated  with  the  dignities  and  riches  which  they  had 
acquired,  a  new  fet  of  hungry  foreigners  were  invited 
over,  and  fhared  among  them  thofe  favours,  which 
the  king  ought  in  policy  to  have  conferred  on  the 
Engiifh  nobility,  by  whom  his  government  could 
have  been  fupported  and  defended.  His  mother, 
Ifabella,  who  had  been  unjuftly  taken  by  the  late 
king  from  the  count  de  la  Marche,  to  whom  ihe 
was  betrothed,  was  no  fooner  miflrefs  of  herfelf  bv 
the  death  of  her  hufband,  than  fhe  married  that 
nobleman n ;  and  fhe  had  born  him  four  fons,  Guy, 
William,  Geoffrev,  and  Aymer,  whom  fhe  fent  over 
to  England  in  order  to  pay  a  vifit  to  their  brother. 
The  good-natured  and  affectionate  difpofition  of 
Henry  was  moved  at  the  fight  of  fuch  near  relations  y 


1  Rymer,  vol.  i.  p.  2S3. 
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and  he  confidered  neither  his  own  circumftances,  nor  c  ha  p. 
the  inclinations  of  his  people,  in  the  honours  and  ^^J,^ 
riches  which  he  conferred  upon  them  °.  Complaints  i247> 
rofe  as  high  againft  the  credit  of  the  Gafcon,  as  ever 
they  had  done  againft  that  of  the  Poiftevin  and  of 
the  Savoyard  favourites  ;  and  to  a  nation  prejudiced 
againft  them,  all  their  meafures  appeared  exception- 
able and  criminal.  Violations  of  the  Great  Charter 
were  frequently  mentioned  ;  and  it  is  indeed  more 
than  probable,  that  foreigners,  ignorant  of  the  laws, 
and  relying  on  the  boundlefs  affections  of  a  weak 
prince,  would,  in  an  age  when  a  regular  admini- 
stration was  not  any  where  known,  pay  more  atten- 
tion to  their  prefent  intereft  than  to  the  liberties  of 
the  people.  It  is  reported,  that  the  Poiclevins  and 
other  ftrangers,  when  the  laws  were  at  any  time  ap- 
pealed to,  in  oppofition  to  their  oppreffions,  fcrupled 
not  to  reply,  What  did  the  Englijh  laws  Jignify  to 
them?  'They  minded  them  not.  And  as  words  are 
often  more  offenfive  than  actions,  this  open  contempt 
of  the  Englifh  tended  much  to  aggravate  the  general 
difcontent,  and  made  every  act  of  violence  com- 
mitted by  the  foreigners  appear  not  only  an  injury, 
but  an  affront  to  them  p. 

I  reckon  not  among  the  violations  of  the  Great 
Charter  fome  arbitrary  exertions  of  prerogative  to 
which  Henry's  neceffities  pufhed  him,  and  which, 
without  producing  any  difcontent,  were  uniformly 
continued  by  all  his  fucceffors,  till  the  laft  century. 
As  the  parliament  often  refufed  him  fupplies,  and 
that  in  a  manner  fomewhat  rude  and  indecent  %  he 
obliged  his  opulent  fubjeds,  particularly  the  citizens 
of  London,  to  grant  him  loans  of  money  ;  and  it  is 
natural  to  imagine,  that  the  fame  want  of  ceconomy 
which  reduced  him  to  the  necellity  of  borrowing, 

0  M  Paris,  p.  40T.    M'.  Weft.  p.  3^8.    Knyghton,  p.  2.136. 
P  M.  Paris,  p  566   6<56.     Ann.  Waved   p.  214.     Chron    Dumft. 
vol.  i.  p.  335.  <l  M.  Paris,  p.  301. 
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CHAP,  would  prevent  him  from  being  very  punctual  in  the 
y^f^lZj  repayment r.  He  demanded  benevolences,  or  pre- 
ia47-  tended  voluntary  contributions,  from  his  nobility 
and  prelates 5.  He  was  the  hrfl  king  of  England 
fince  the  conqueft,  that  could  fairly  be  faid  to  lie 
under  the  reiiraint  of  law  ;  and  he  was  alfo  the  firft 
that  practifed  the  difpenfing  power,  and  employed 
the  claufe  of  non  obftanie  in  his  grants  and  patents. 
When  objections  were  made  to'  this  novelty,  he 
replied,  that  the  pope  exerciied  that  authority  ;  and 
why  might  not  he  imitate  the  example  ?  But  the 
abufe  which  the  pope  made  of  his  difpenfing  power, 
in  violating  the  canons  of  general  councils,  in  in- 
vading the  privileges  and  cuiloms  of  all  particular 
churches,  and  in  ufurping  on  the  rights  of  patrons, 
was  more  likely  to  excite  the  jealoufy  of  the  people, 
than  to  reconcile  them  to  a  funilar  practice  in  their 
civil  government.  Roger  de  Thurkeiby,  one  of  the 
king's  juflices,  was  fo  difpleafed  with  the  precedent, 
that  he  exclaimed,  Alas!  what  times  are  we  fallen 
into  I  Behold^  the  civil  court  is  corrupted  in  imita- 
tion of  the  ecclejiqjiical,  and  the  river  is  poifoned  from 
that  fountain. 

The  king's  partiality  and  prof  Life  bounty  to  his 
foreign  relations,  and  to  their  friends  and  favourites, 
would  have  appeared  more  tolerable  to  the  Englifh, 
had  any  thing  been  done  meanwhile  for  the  honour 
of  the  nation  ;  or  had  Henry's  enterprifes  in  foreign 
countries  been  attended  with  any  fuccefs  or  glory 
to  himfelf  or  eo  the  public  :  At  lead,  fuch  military 
talents  in  the  king  would  have  ferved  to  keep  his 
barons  in  awe,  and  have  given  weight  and  authority 
to  his  government.  But  though  he  declared  war 
againft  Lewis  IX.  in  1 242,  and  made  an  expedition 
into  Guienne,  upon  the  invitation  of  his  father-in- 
law,  the  count  de  la  Marche,  who  promifed  to  join 
him  with  all  his  forces ;    he  was  unfuccefsful  in  his 

*  M.  Paris  p.  4c6.  5  M.  Paris,  p.  507. 
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attempts  againft  that  great  monarch,  was  worded  at  chap. 
Taillebourg,  was  deferted  by  his  allies,    loft  what  ^J^^j 
remained  to  him  of  Poictou,    and  was  obliged   to       1Z47. 
return,  with  lofs  of  honour,  into  England £.     The 
Gafcon  nobility   were  attached   to  the  Englifh  go- 
vernment ;    becaufe  the  diftance  of  their  fovereign 
allowed  them  to  remain  in  a  flate  of  alrnoft.  total 
independence:  And  they  claimed,  fome  time  after,       1253. 
Henry's  protection   againft  an   invafion  which  the 
king  of  Caftile  made  upon  that  territory.     Henry 
returned  into  Guienne,  and  was  more  fuccefsful  in 
this  expedition  ;  but  he  thereby  involved  himfelf  and 
his  nobility  in  an  enormous  debt,  which  both  increafed 
their  difcontents,  and  expofed  him  to  greater  danger 
from  their  enterprifes  u. 

Want  of  ceconomy,  and  an  ill-judged  liberality, 
were  Henry's  great  defects  ;  and  his  debts,  even  be- 
fore this  expedition,  had  become  fo  troublefome,  that 
he  fold  all  his  plate  and  jewels,  in  order  to  difcharge 
them.  When  this  expedient  was  firft  propofed  to 
him,  he  afked,  where  he  fhould  find  purchafers  ?  It 
was  replied,  the  citizens  of  London.  On  my  word, 
faid  he,  if  the  treafury  of  Augujius  were  brought  to 
fale,  the  citizens  are  able  to  be  the  purchafers :  Thefe 
clowns,  who  affume  to  thcmfelves  the  name  of  barons, 
abound  in  every  thing,  while  we  are  reduced  to  ne- 
ceffities  w.  And  he  was  thenceforth  obferved  to  be 
more  forward  and  greedy  in  his  exactions  upon  the 
citizens  x. 

But  the  grievances  which  the  Engliih  during  this  Ecclefiaf- 
reign  had  reafon  to  complain  of  in  the  civil  govern-  ticaigriev- 
ment,  feem  to  have  been  flill  lefs  burthenfome  than 
thofe  which  they  fuffered  from  the  ufurpations  and 
exaftions  of  the  court  of  Rome.     On  the  death  of 
Langton  in  1228,  the  monks  of  Chrift-church  elected 

1  M.Paris,  p  393,  394.  398,  399  405.  W.  Heming.  p.  574. 
Chron.  Dim  ft.  vol.  i.  p.  153.  u  M.  Pari1",  p.  614. 

w  M.Paris,  p.  501.  *  M.  Paris,  p.  501,  507.  518.  578. 
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c  k  A  r.  Walter  de  Hemefham,  one  of  their  own  body,  for 
his  fucceffor :  But  as  Henry  refufed  to  confirm  the 
election,  the  pope,  at  his  defirc,  annulled  it  ;  and 
immediately  appointed  Richard  chancellor  of  Lin- 
coln, for  arcbbiihop,  without  waiting  for  a  new  elec- 
tion. On  the  death  oF  Richard  in  1231,  the  monks 
elected  Ralph  de  Neville  bimop  of  Chichefter;  and 
though  Henry  was  much  pleafed  with  the  election, 
the  pope,  who  thought  that  prelate  too  much  at- 
tached to  the  crown,  aflumed  the  power  of  annulling 
his  election 7.  He  rejected  two  clergymen  more, 
whom  the  monks  had  fuccemvely  choien  ;  and  he 
at  lait  told  them,  that,  if  they  would  elect  Edmond 
treafurer  of  the  church  of  Salilbury,  he  would  con- 
firm their  choice  ;  and  his  nomination  was  complied 
with.  The  pope  had  the  prudence  to  appoint  both 
times  very  worthy  primates  ;  but  men  could  not 
forbear  obferving  his  intention  of  thus  drawing  gra-> 
dually  to  himfelf  the  right  of  beftowing  that  important 
dignity. 

•  The  avarice,  however,  more  than  the  ambition, 
of  the  fee  of  Rome,  leems  to  have  been  in  this 
age  the  ground  of  general  complaint.  The  papal 
minuters,  finding  a  vaft  flock  of  power  amafled  by 
their  predeceiTors,  were  defirous  of  turning  it  to 
immediate  profit,  which  they  enjoyed  at  home,  rather 
than  of  enlarging  their  authority  in  diflant  countries, 
where  they  never  intended  to  refide.  Every  thing 
was  become  venal  in  the  Romifh  tribunals  ;  fimony 
was  openly  practifed  ;  no  favours,  and  even  no  juf- 
tice,  could  be  obtained  without  a  bribe,  the  highefl 
bidder  was  ifure  to  have  the  preference,  without 
regard  either  to  the  merits  of  the  perfon  or  of  the 
caufe  ;  and  befides  the  ufual  perverfions  of  right 
in  the  decificn  of  controverfies,  the  pope  openly 
aflumed  an  abfolute  and  uncontrolled  authority  of 
fetting  afide,  by  the  plenitude  of  his  apoftolic  power, 
all  particular  rules,    and  all  privileges  of  patrons, 

y  Mi  Paris,  p,  244.  s  Ibid.  p.  354. 
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churches,  and  convents.  On  pretence  of  remedy-  c  ha  p. 
ing  thefe  abufes,  pope  Honorius,  in  1226,  com- 
plaining  of  the  poverty  of  his  fee  as  the  fource  of  all  Ia,3 
grievances,  demanded  from  every  cathedral  two  of 
the  bed  prebends,  and  from  every  convent  two 
monks  portions,  to  be  fet  apart  as  a  perpetual  and 
fettled  revenue  of  the  papal  crown :  But  all  men 
being  fenfible  that  the  revenue  would  continue  for 
ever,  the  abufes  immediately  return,  his  demand 
was  unanimoufly  rejected.  About  three  years  after, 
the  pope  demanded  and  obtained  the  tenth  of  all 
eccleiiaftical  revenues,  which  he  levied  in  a  very 
oppreffive  manner ;  requiring  payment  before  the 
clergy  had  drawn  their  rents  or  tythes,  and  fending 
about  ufurers,  who  advanced  them  the  money  at 
exorbitant  intered.  In  the  year  1240,  Otho  the 
legate,  having  in  vain  attempted  the  clergy  in  a 
body,  obtained  feparately,  by  intrigues  and  menaces, 
large  funis  from  the  prelates  and  convents,  and  on 
his  departure  is  faid  to  have  carried  more  money 
out  of  the  kingdom  than  he  left  in  it.  This  expe- 
riment was  renewed  four  years  after  with  fuccefs  by 
Martin  the  nuncio,  who  brought  from  Rome  powers 
of  fufpending  and  excommunicating  all  clergymen 
that  refufed  to  comply  with  his  demands.  The  king, 
who  relied  on  the  pope  for  the  fupport  of  his  tot- 
tering authority,  never  failed  to  countenance  thofe 
exactions. 

Meanwhile,  all  the  chief  benefices  of  the  king- 
dom were  conferred  on  Italians  ;  great  numbers  of 
that  nation  were  fent  over  at  one  time  to  be  pro- 
vided for  ;  non-refidence  and  pluralities  were  car- 
ried to  an  enormous  height ;  Manfel,  the  kings 
chaplain,  is  computed  to  have  held  at  once  fcxen 
hundred  eccleiiailical  livings  ;  and  the  abufes  be- 
came fo  evident  as  to  be  palpable  to  the  blindnefs 
of  fu perdition  itfelf.  The  people,  entering  into 
aflbciarions,  rofe  againft  the  Italian  clergy  :  pillaged 
their  barns  j    wafted  their  lands  j  infultcd  the  per- 
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chap,  foil's  of  fuch  of  them  as  they  found  in  the  kingdom  *; 

kJ~-L; ,  and  when  the  juilice  made  inquiry  into  the  authors 
u53.  of  this  diforder,  the  guilt  was  found  to  involve  fo 
many,  and  thofe  of  fuch  high  rank,  that  it  paffed 
unpuniihed.  At  laft,  when  Innocent  IV.  in  1245, 
called  a  general  council  at  Lyons,  in  order  to  ex- 
communicate the  emperor  Frederic,  the  king  and 
nobility  ferit  over  agents  to  complain  before  the 
council  of  the  rapacity  of  the  Romifh  church.  Tfeey 
reprefented,  among  many  other  grievances,  that  the 
benefices  of  the  Italian  clergy  in  England  had  been 
eftimated,  and  were  found  to  amount  to  60,000 
marks  b  a  year,  a  fum  which  exceeded  the  annual 
revenue  of  the  crown  itfelf*.  They  obtained  only 
an  evafive  anfwer  from  the  pope ;  but  as  mention 
had  been  made  before  the  council,  of  the  feudal  fub- 
jection  of  England  to  the  fee  of  Rome,  the  Englifh 
agents,  at  whofe  head  was  Roger  Bigod  earl  of 
Norfolk,  exclaimed  againft  the  pretenfion,  and  in- 
filled, that  king  John  had  no  right,  without  the 
confent  of  his  barons,  to  fubject.  the  kingdom  to  fo 
ignominious  a  fervitude (!.  The  popes  indeed,  afraid 
of  carrying  matters  too  far  againit  England,  feem 
thenceforth  to  have  little  infifted  on  that  pretenfion. 
This  check,  received  at  the  council  of  Lyons, 
was  not  able  to  flop  the  court  of  Rome  in  its  rapa- 
city :  Innocent  exacted  the  revenues  of  all  vacant 
benefices,  the  twentieth  of  all  ecclefiaflical  revenues 
without  exception  ;  the  third  of  fuch  as  exceeded  a 
hundred  marks  a  year,  and  the  half  of  fuch  as 
were    poffeffed     by    non-refidents e      He     claimed 

a  Rymer,  vol.  i.  p.  323.  M.  P;:ris,  p.  155.  zyj.  t>  Innocents 
bull  in  Rymer,  vol.  i.  p.  471,  lays  only  50,000  marks  a  year. 

c  M.  Pari:;,  p.  451.  The  cuftoms  were  part  of  Henry's  revenue, 
and  amounted  to  6000  pounds  a  year  :  They  were  at  fir  ft  fmall  Aims 
paid  by  the  merchants  lor  the  ufe  of  the  king's  warehoufes,meafures, 
weights,  &c.     See  Gilbert's  Iliftory  of  the  Excheq.  p.  2.14. 

J  M.  Paris,  p.  460.  e  M.  Paris,  p.  48a.   Ann.  Burt. 

P-  2°5-  373- 

the 


HENRY      111.  iji 

■ 

the  goods  of  all  inteftate  clergymen r ;  he  pretended  cm  p. 
a  title  to  inherit  all  money  gotten  by  ufury  ;  he  levied  -j^11' 
benevolences  upon  the  people;  and  when  the  king,      ,-, 
contrary  to  his  ufual  practice,  prohibited  thefe  ex- 
actions, he  threatened  to  pronounce  againft  him  the 
fame  cenfures  which  he  had  emitted  againft  the  em- 
peror Frederic  s. 

But  the  molt  oppreffive  expedient  employed  by  "is- 
the^ope,  was  the  embarking  of  Henry  in  a  project 
for  trie  conquefl  of  Naples,  or  Sicily  on  this  fide 
the  Fare,  as  it  was  called ;  an  enterprife  which 
threw  much  difhonour  on  the  king,  and  involved 
him,  during  fome  years,  in  great  trouble  and  ex- 
pence.  The  Romifh  church  taking  advantage  of 
favourable  incidents,  had  reduced  the  kingdom  of 
Sicily  to  the  fame  ftate  of  feudal  vafialage  which  (he 
pretended  to  extend  over  England,  and  which,  by 
reafon  of  the  diftance,  as  well  as  high  fpirit  of  this 
latter  kingdom,  fhe  was  not  able  to  maintain. 
After  the  death  of  the  emperor  Frederic  II.,  the 
fucceflion  of  Sicily  devolved  to  Conradine,  grand- 
fon  of  that  monarch ;  and  Mainfroy,  his  natural 
fon,  under  pretence  of  governing  the  kingdom  dur- 
ing the  minority  of  the  prince,  had  formed  a  fcheme 
of  eft abl ilhing  his  own  authority.  Pope  Inno- 
cent, who  had  carried  on  violent  war  againft  the 
emperor  Frederic,  and  had  endeavoured  to  difpof- 
fefs  him  of  his  Italian  dominions,  ftill  continued 
hoftilities  againft  his  grandlbn  ;  but  being  difap- 
pointed  in  all  his  fchemes  by  the  activity  and  arti- 
fices of  Mainfroy,  he  found,  that  his  own  force 
alone  was  not  fufficient  to  bring  to  a  happy  iiTue  fo 
great  an  enterprife.  He  pretended  to  difpofe  of  the 
Sicilian  crown,  both  as  fuperior  lord  of  that  parti- 
cular kingdom,  and  as  vicar  of  Chrift,  to  whom  all 
kingdoms  of  the  earth  were  fubjeeted  ;  and  he  made 
a  tender  of  it  to  Richard  carl  of  Cornwal,  whofe 

f  M.  raris,  p.  474«  2  M*  Faris,  p.  476. 
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chap-  rmmenfe  riches,  he  flattered  himfelf,  would  be  able 
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to  fupport  the  military  operations  againft  Mainfroy, 
lajj-P    -As  Richard  had  the  prudence  to  refufe  the  prefent  h, 
he  applied  to  the  king,  whofe  levity  and  thought- 
lefs  difpofition   gave  Innocent   more  hopes   of  iuc- 
cefs  j  and  he  offered  him  the  crown  of  Sicily  for  his 
fecond  fori  Edmond  '.     Henry,  allured  by  fo  mag- 
nificent a  prefent,  without   reflecting  on  the  conie- 
quences,  without  confulting  either  with  his  brother 
or  the  parliament,  accepted  of  the  infidious-  propo- 
fal  ;  and  gave  the  pope   unlimited  credit  to  expend 
whatever  fums  he  thought  neceiTary  for   completing 
the  conqueft  of  Sicily.     Innocent,  who  was  engaged 
by  his  own  interefts  to  wage   war  with   Mainfroy, 
was  glad  to  carry  on  his  enterprifes  at  the  expence 
of  his  ally :  Alexander  IV.  who  fucceeded   him  in 
the  papal  throne,  continued  the  fame  policy  :  And 
Henry  was  furprifed  to  find  himfelf  on  a  fudden  in- 
volved  in   an  immenfe  debt,  which   he  had  never 
been  confulted  in   contracting.     The   fum  already- 
amounted  to  135,541  marks,   befide  intereft k  ;  and 
lie  had  the  profped,  if  he  anfwered  this  demand,  of 
being  foon  loaded  with  more   exorbitant  expences ; 
if  he  lefufed    it,  of  both  incurring   the  pope's  dif- 
pleafure,  and  lofing  the  crown  of  Sicily,  which   he 
hoped  foon  to  have  the  glory  of  fixing  on  the  head 
of  his  fon. 

He  applied  to  the  parliament  for  fupplies ;  and 
that  he  might  be  fure  not  to  meet  with  oppofition, 
he  fent  no  writs  to  the  more  refractory  barons :  But 
even  thofe  who  were  fnmmoned,  fenfible  of  the  ri- 
diculous cheat  impofed  by  the  pope,  determined 
not  to  laviih  their  money  on  fuch  chimerical  pro- 
jects ;  and  making  a  pretext  of  the  abfence  of  their 
•brethren,  they  refufed  to  take  the  king's  demands 
into  connderation  !.     In   this   extremity  the    clergy 

,l  M.  Paris,  p.  6.0.  i  Ryrr.er,  voj.  i.   p    102.  512.  5,0. 
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v/ere  his  only  refource  ;  and  as  both  their  temporal   CHAP, 
and  fpiritual  fovereign  concurred  in  loading  them,       XIL 
they  were  ill  able  to  defend  themfelves  againfl  this      ta^T" 
united  authority. 

The  pope  publifhed  a  crufade  for  the  conquefl  of 
Sicily  ;  and  required  every  one  who  had  taken  the 
crofs  againfl  the  infidels,  or  had  vowed  to  advance 
money  for  that  fervice,  to  fupport  the  war  againfl 
Mainfroy,  a  more  terrible  enemy,  as  he  pretended* 
to  the  Chriftian  faith  than  any  Saracen  m.  He  le- 
vied a  tenth  on  all  eccleiiaftical  benefices  in  Eng- 
land for  three  years  ;  and  gave  orders  to  excommu- 
nicate all  bimops  who  made  not  punctual  payment. 
He  granted  to  the  king  the  goods  of  inteftate 
clergymen ;  the  revenues  of  vacant  benefices ;  the 
revenues  of  all  non-refidents ".  But  thefe  taxations, 
being  levied  by  fome  rule5  were  deemed  lefs  grievous 
than  another  impofition,  which  arofe  from  the  fug- 
geftion  of  the  bifhop  of  Hereford,  and  which  might 
have  opened  the  door  to  endlefs  and  intolerable 
abuies. 

This  prelate,  who  refided  at  the  court  of  Rome 
by  a  deputation  from  the  Englim  church,  drew 
bills  of  different  values,  but  amounting  on  the  whole 
to  150,540  marks,  on  all  the  bifhops  and  abbots  of 
the  kingdom ;  and  granted  thefe  bills  to  Italian 
merchants,  who  it  was  pretended  had  advanced  mo- 
ney for  the  fervice  of  the  war  againit  Mainfroy  °. 
As  there  was  no  likelihood  of  the  Englim  prelates 
fubmitting,  without  compulfion,  to  fuch  an  extra- 
ordinary demand,  Ruftand  the  legate  was  charged 
with  the  commiffion  of  employing  authority  to  that 
purpofe  5  and  he  fummoned  an  aflembly  of  the 
bimops  and  abbots,  whom  he  acquainted  with  the 
plealure  of  the  pope  and  of  the  king.  Great  were 
the  furprife  and  indignation  of  the  arTembly  :  The 
bilhop  of  Worcefter  exclaimed,  that  he  would  loie 

n'  Rymer,  vol.  i.  p.  547,  54S,  &c.     n  Rymer,  vol.  i.  p.  597,  598. 
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CHAP,  his  life  rather  than  comply :  The  bifhop  of  London 
XlL       faid,  that  the   pope   and  king  were  more  powerful 
I2J.       than  he  ;  but  if  his  mitre  were  taken  oft"  his  head, 
he  would  clap  on  a  helmet  in  its  place p.     The  le- 
gate was  no  lefs  violent  on  the  other  hand ;  and  he 
told  the  affembly  in  plain  terms,  that  all  ecclefiafti- 
cal  benefices  we're  the  property  of  the  pope,  and  he 
might  difpofe  of  them,  either  in  whole  or  in  part, 
as  he  faw  proper  q,     In   the  end,  the  bilhops  and 
abbots,    being   threatened  with  excommunication, 
which   made  all  their  revenues  fall  into  the  king's 
hands,  were  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  exaction  :  And 
the  only  mitigation  which  the  legate  allowed  them 
was,  that  the  tenths  already  granted  mould  be  ac- 
cepted as  a  partial  payment  of  the  bills.     But  the 
money  was  (till  infufficient  for  the  pope's  purpofe  : 
The  conquefl  of  Sicily  was  as  remote  as  ever :    The 
demands  which    came    from   Rome  were  endlefs : 
Pope  Alexander  became  fo  urgent  a  creditor,  that 
he  fent  over  a  legate  to  England  ;    threatening   the 
kingdom  with  an  interdict,  and   the  king  with  ex- 
communication, if  the  arrears  which  he  pretended 
to  be  due  to  him  were  not  inftantly  remitted  r.     And 
at  lad  Henry,  fenfible  of  the  cheat,  began  to  think 
of  breaking  off  the  agreement,  and  of  refigning  into 
the  pope's   hands   that   crown  which  it  was  not  in- 
tended by  Alexander  that  he  or  his  family  mould 
ever  enjoy s. 
Earl  of  Tpie   earl  of  Cornwal  had  now  reafon  to  value 

XScd*1  himfelf  on  ms  forefight,  in  refilling  the  fraudulent 
kingcfthe  bargain  with  Rome,  and  in  perferring  the  folid  ho- 
Romans.  nours  0f  an  opulent  and  powerful  prince  of  the 
blood  of  England,  to  the  empty  and  precarious 
glory  of  a  foreign  dignity.  But  he  had  not  always 
firmnefs  fufficient  to  adhere  to  this  refolution  :  His 
vanity  and  ambition  prevailed  at  laft  over  his  pru- 
dence and  his  avarice ;  and  he  was  engaged  in  an 

P  M.  Parts,  p.  614.  9  Ibid.  p.  619.  rRymer,  vol.  i. 

p.  6a4.    M.  Paris,  p.  648-  s  Rymer,  vol.  i.  p.  630. 
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-  «nterprife  no  lefs  extenfive  and  vexatious  than  that  c  ha  p. 
of. his  brother,  and  not  attended  with  much  greater 
probability  of  fuccefs.  The  immenfe  opulence  of  ~"i7TjT" 
Richard  having  made  the  German  princes  call  their 
eye  on  him  as  a  candidate  for  the  empire,  he  was 
tempted  to  expend  vaft  fums  of  money  on  his  elec- 
tion ;  and  he  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  be  chofen  king 
of  the  Romans,  which  feemed  to  render  his  fuccei- 
fion  infallible  to  the  Imperial  throne.  He  went 
over  to  Germany,  and  carried  out  of  the  kingdom 
no  lefs  a  fum  than  feven  hundred  thaufand  marks, 
if  we  may  credit  the  account  given  by  feme  ancient 
authors  %  which  is  probably  much  exaggerated  '. 
His  money,  while  it  laded,  procured  him  friends 
and  partizans :  But  it  was  foon  drained  from  him 
by  the  avidity  of  the  German  princes  j  and  having 
no  perfonal  Or  family  connexions  in  that  country, 
and  no  folid  foundation  of  power,  he  found  at  lalfc 
that  he  had  laviihed  away  the  frugality  of  a  whole 
life,  in  order  to  procure  a  fplendid  title  ;  and  that  his 
abfence  from  England  joined  to  the  weaknefs  of  his 
brother's  government,  gave  reins  to  the  factious  and 
turbulent  difpofitions  of  the  Englifh  barons,  and  in- 
volved his  own  country  and  family  in  great  calamities. 

The  fuccefsful  revolt  of  the  nobility  from  king  Difcon- 
John,  and  their  impofing  on  him  and  his  fucceffors  ^"barons, 
limitations  of  their  royal  power,  had  made  them  feel 

s  M.  Paris,  p.  638.  The  fame  author,  a  few  pages  before,  makes 
Richard's  treafm-es  amount  to  little  more  than  half  the  fum,  p.  634. 
The  king's  diffipations  and  expences,  throughout  his  whole  reign  ac- 
cording to  the  fame  author,  had  amounted  only  to  about  940,003 
marks,  p.  638. 

1  The  fums  mentioned  by  ancient  authors,  who  were  almofV  all 
monks,  are  often  improbable,  and  never  confiftent.  But  we  know  , 
from  an  infallible  authority,  the  public  remonftrances  to  the  council 
of  Lyons,  that  the  king's  revenues  were  below  6o,oco  marks  a  year. 
His  brother  therefore  could  never  have  been  matter  of  700,000 
marks;  efpecially  as  he  did  not  fell  his  eftates  iu  England,  as  we 
learn  from  the  fame  author:  And  we  hear  afterwards  of  Ir.b  order 
ing  all  his  woods  to  be  cut,  in  order  to  fatisfythe  rapacity  of  the  Ger- 
man princes  •.  His  fon  fucceeded  to  the  earldcm  of  Corr.vval  and  h's 
other  revenue:. 

5  their 
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C  *xu  ?"  t^le*r  own  we*gnt  anc*  importance,  had  fet  a  dafi* 
u  r  '  _|  gerous  precedent  of  refidance,  and  being  followed 
3355.  by  a  long  minority,  had  impoverifhed  as  well  as 
weakened  that  crown,  which  they  were  at  lad  in- 
duced from  the  fear  of  worfe  eonfequences,  to  re- 
place on  the  head  of  young  Henry.  In  the  king's 
fituation,  either  great  abilities  and  vigour  were  re- 
quifite  to  overawe  the  barons,  or  great  caution  and 
referve  to  give  them  no  pretence  for  complaints ; 
and  it  mud  be  confeffed  that  this  prince  was  pof- 
ferTed  of  neither  of  thefe  talents.  He  had  not  pru- 
dence to  chufe  right  meafures ;  he  wanted  even  that 
condancy  which  fometimes  gives  weight  to  wrong 
ones  ;  he  was  entirely  devoted  to  his  favourites, 
who  were  always  foreigners  ;  he  lavifhed  on  them 
without  difcretion  his  diminished  revenue  ;  and  find- 
ing that  his  barons  indulged  their  difpofition  to- 
wards tyranny,  and  obferved  not  to  their  own  vaf- 
fals  the  fame  rules  which  they  had  impofed  oh  the 
crown,  he  was  apt,  in  his  adminiftration,  to  ne- 
glect all  the  falutary  articles  of  the  Great  Charter  ; 
which  he  remarked  to  be  fo  little  regarded  by  his 
nobility.  This  conduct  had  extremely  lerfened  his 
authority  in  the  kingdom ;  had  multiplied  com- 
plaints againft  him ;  and  had  frequently  expofed 
him  to  affronts,  and  even  to  dangerous  attempts 
upon  his  prerogative.  In  the  year  1 244,  when  he 
defired  a  fupply  from  parliament,  the  barons,  com- 
plaining of  the  frequent  breaches  of  the  Great 
Charter,  and  of  the  many  fruitlefs  applications  which 
they  had  formerly  made  for  the  redrefs  of  this  and 
other  grievances,  demanded  in  return  that  he  mould 
give  them  the  nomination  of  the  great  judiciary  and 
of  the  chancellor,  to  whofe  hands  chiefly  the  ad- 
miniftration of  j Lidice  was  committed:  And,  if  we 
may  credit  the  hidorian  u,  they  had  formed  the  plan 
of  other  limitations,  as  well  as  of  affociations  to 

u  M.  Paris,  p.  431. 
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Jnaintain  them,  which  would  have  reduced  the  kin£  C  K  A  p. 

YTT 

to  be  an  abfolute  cypher,  and  have  held  the  crown  ( ~~ 
in  perpetual  pupillage  and  dependance.  The  king,  .l2. 
to  fatisfy  them,  would  agree  to  nothing  but  a  re- 
newal of  the  charter,  and  a  general  permifhon  to 
excommunicate  all  the  violaters  of  it :  And  he  re- 
ceived no  fupply,  except  a  fcutage  of  twenty  mil- 
lings on  each  knight's  fee  for  the  marriage  of 
his  eldeft  daughter  to  the  king  of  Scotland  ;  a  bur- 
then which  was  exprefsly  annexed  to  their  feudal 
tenures. 

Four    years   after,    in  a  full   parliament,  when 
Henry  demanded  a  new  fupply,  he  was  openly  re- 
proached with  a  breach  of  his  word,  and  the  fre- 
quent violations    of  the   charter.     Fie   was  afked 
whether  he  did  not  blufh  to  defire  any  aid  from  his 
people  whom  he  profeifedly  hated  and  defpifed,  to 
whom  on  all  occafions  he  preferred  aliens  and  fo- 
reigners, and  who  groaned  under  the  oppreffions 
which  he  either  permitted  or  exercifed  over  them. 
He  was  told  that,  befides  difparaging  his  nobility 
by  forcing    them    to  contract  unequal    and  mean 
marriages  with  ftrangers,  no  rank  of  men  was  fo 
low  as  to  efcape  vexations  from  him  or  his  minifters  ; 
that  even  the  victuals  confumed  in  his  houfehold, 
the  clothes   which  himfelf  and  his  fervants  wore, 
ftill  more  the  wine  which  they  ufed,  were  all  taken 
by  violence  from  the  lawful  owners,  and  no  com* 
penfation  was  ever  made  them  for  the  injury  ;  that 
foreign  merchants,  to  the  great  prejudice  and  in- 
famy  of  the   kingdom,  fhunned   the  Engliiti  har- 
bours, as  if  they  were  pofiefled  by  pirates,  and  the 
commerce  with  all  nations  was   thus   cut   off    by 
thefe  acts  of  violence  ;  that  lofs  was  added  to  lofs, 
and  injury  to  injury,  while  the  merchants,  who  had 
been   defpoiled  of  their  goods,    were  alfo  obliged 
to  carry  them  at  their  own  charge  to  whatever  place 
the  king  was  pleafed  to  appoint  them  ;  that  even 
the  poor  hthermen  on  the  coaft  could  not  efcape 
Vol.  II.  N  his 
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C  HAP.  his  oppreffions  and  thofe  of  his  courtiers  ;  and  find- 
X'L  ,  ing  that  they  had  not  full  liberty  to  difpofe  of  their 
itSr,  commodities  in  the  Englilh  market,  were  frequently 
conftrained  to  carry  them  to  foreign  ports,  and  to 
hazard  all  the  perils  of  the  ocean,  rather  than  thofe 
which  awaited  them  from  his  oppreffive  emiilaries ; 
and  that  his  very  religion  was  a  ground  of  complaint 
to  his  fubjecb,  while  they  obferved  that  the  waxen 
tapers  and  fplendid  filks,  employed  in  fo  many  ufe- 
lefs  proceffions,  where  the  fpoils  which  he  had  forci- 
bly ravimed  from  the  true  owners  w.  Throughout 
this  remonftrance,  in  which  the  complaints  derived 
from  an  abufe  of  the  ancient  right  of  purveyance 
may  be  fuppofed  to  be  fomewhat  exaggerated,  there 
appears  a  ftrange  mixture  of  regal  tyranny  in  the 
practices  which  gave  rife  to  it,  and  of  ariftocratical 
liberty,  or  rather  licentioufnefs,  in  the  expreflions 
employed  by  the  parliament.  But  a  mixture  of  this 
kind  is  obfervable  in  all  the  ancient  feudal  govern- 
ments ;  and  both  of  them  proved  equally  hurtful  to 
the  people. 

As  the  king,  in  anfwer  to  their  remonftrance, 
gave  the  parliament  only  good  words  and  fair  pro- 
mifes,  attended  with  the  moil  humble  fubmiffions, 
which  they  had  often  found  deceitful,  he  obtained 
at  that  time  no  fupply  ;  and  therefore  in  the  year 
1253,  when  he  found  himfelf  again  under  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  applying  to  parliament,  he  had  provided 
a  new  pretence,  which  he  deemed  infallible,  and 
taking  the  vow  of  a  crufade,  he  demanded  their 
afliftance  in  that  pious  enterprife x.  The  parlia- 
ment however  for  fo.me  time  hefitated  to  com- 
ply ;  and  the  ecclefiaftical  order  fent  a  deputation, 
confiding  of  four  prelates,  the  primate,  and  the 
bifhops  of  Winchefler,  Salisbury,  and  Carlifle,  in 
order  to  remonflrate  with  him  on  his  frequent  vio- 
lations of  their  pivileges,  the  oppreffions  with  which 

w  M.Paris,  p  498.     See  farther,  p   578,     M.  Weft.  p.  3+8. 
*  M.  Paris,  p.  jx8    558.  568.        Chron.  Dunit.  vol.  i.  p.  ^^~^,■ 
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he  had  loaded  them  and  all  his  fubjects  y,  and  the  c  HA  P. 
uncanonical  and  forced  elections  which  were  made  to  ,  *  _  J 
vacant  dignities.  "  It  is  true,"  replied  the  king,  u5S. 
c'  I  have  been  fomewhat  faulty  in  this  particular :  I 
**  obtruded  you  my  lord  of  Canterbury,  upon  your 
i(  fee :  I  was  obliged  to  employ  both  entreaties  and 
lc  menaces,  my  lord  of  Winchefter,  to  have  you 
"  elected  :  My  proceedings,  I  confefs,  were  very 
"  irregular,  my  lords  of  Salifbury  and  Carlifle, 
c<  when  I  raifed  you  from  the  lower!  flations  to  your 
ic  prefent  dignities  :  I  am  determined  henceforth  to 
e'c  correct,  thefe  abufes  ;  and  it  will  alfo  become  you, 
"  in  order  to  make  a  thorough  reformation,  to  re- 
**  fign  your  prefent  benefices  ;  and  try  to  enter 
<f  again  in  a  more  regular  and  canonical  manner z." 
The  bifhops,  furprifed  at  thefe  unexpected  farcafms,. 
replied,  that  the  queftion  was  not  at  prefent  how  to 
correct  pall:  errors,  but  to  avoid  them  for  the  fu- 
ture. The  king  promifed  redrefs  both  of  ecclefi- 
aftical  and  civil  grievances  ;  and  the  parliament  in 
return  agreed  to  grant  him  a  fupply,  a  tenth  of  the 
ecclefiaftical  benefices,  and  a  fcutage  of  three  marks 
on  each  knight's  fee  :  But  as  they  had  experienced 
his  frequent  breach  of  promife,  they  required  that 
he  fhould  ratify  the  Great  Charter  in  a  manner  (till 
more  authentic  and  more  folemn  than  any  which  he 
had  hitherto  employed.  All  the  prelates  and  abbots 
were  affembled :  They  held  burning  tapers  in  their 
hands  :  the  Great  Charter  was  read  before  them  : 
They  denounced  the  fentence  of  excommunication 
againlt  every  one  who  mould  thenceforth  violate  the 
fundamental  law :  They  threw  their  tapers  on  the 
ground  j  and  exclaimed,  May  the  foul  of  every  one 
ivho  incurs  this  fentence  fojlink  and  corrupt  in  hell! 
The  king  bore  a  part  in  this  ceremony  ;  and  fab- 
joined  :  "  So  help  me  God,  I  will  keep  ail  thefe 
w  articles  inviolate,  as  I  am  a  man,  as  I  am  a  chrifr- 

*  M   Pari?,  p.  56?.  z  Ib'.d.   p.  575. 

K  2  "  tian, 


lU  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

C  HAp.  «  tian,  as  I  am  a  knight,  and  as  I  am  a  king 
"  crowned  and  anointed  a."  Yet  was  the  tremen- 
dous ceremony  no  fooner  finifhed  than  his  favourites. 


abufmg  his  weaknefs,  made  him  return  to  the  fame 
arbitrary  and  irregular  adminiftration  ;  and  the  rea- 
sonable expectations  of  his  people  where  thus  perpe- 
tually eluded  and  difappointed  b. 
xiS2.  All  thefe  imprudent  and  illegal  meafures  afforded 

Simon  de    a  pretence  to  Simon  de  Mountfort,  earl  of  Leicefter, 

Mount-  r  ,  j 

fort  earl  of  to  attempt  an  innovation  m  the  government,  and 
Leicefter.  to  wreft  the  fceptre  from  the  feeble  and  irrefolute 
hand  which  held  it.  This  nobleman  was  a  younger 
fon  of  that  Simon  de  Mountfort,  who  had  con- 
ducted with  fuch  valour  and  renown  the  crufade 
againft  the  Albigenfis,  and  who,  though  he  tar- 
niftied  his  famous  exploits  by  cruelty  and  ambition, 
had  left  a  name  very  precious  to  all  the  bigots  of 
that  age,  particularly  to  the  ecclefiaftics.  A  large 
inheritance  in  England  fell  by  fucceffion  to  this  fa- 
mily ;  but  as  the  elder  brother  enjoyed  ftill  more 
opulent  poffeffions  in  France,  and  could  not  perform 
fealty  to  two  mafters,  he  transferred  his  right  to 
Simon  his  younger  brother,  who  came  over  to 
England,  did  homage  for  his  lands,  and  was  raifed 
to  the  dignity  of  earl  of  Leicefter.  In  the  year 
1238,  he  efpoufed  Eleanor  dowager  of  William 
carl  of  Pembroke,  and  filter  to  the  king c  j  but  the 
marriage  of  this  princefs  with  a  fubject  and  a  fo- 
reigner, though  contracted  with  Henry's  confent, 
was  loudly  complained  of  by  the  earl  of  Cornwal 
and  all  the  barons  of  England  ;  and  Leicefter  was 
fupported  againft  their  violence  by  the  king's  fa- 
vour and  authority  alone  d.  But  he  had  no  fooner 
eftablifhed  himfelf  in  his  poffeffions  and  dignities, 
than  he  acquired,  by  insinuation  and  addrefs,  a 
ftrong  intereft  with  the  nation,  and  gained  equally 

a  M.  Paris,  p.  s?,o.    Ann.  Burt.    p.  3*3.      Ann.  Waverl.  p.  210. 
W.  Heming.  p.  571.    M-  Weft.  p.  353.     b  M.  Paris,  p.  597.  6c8. 
0  Ibid.  p.  314-  d  ibid.  p.  315. 
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the  affections  of  all  orders  of  men.  He  loft,  how-  chap. 
ever,  the  friendfhip  of  Henry  from  the  ufual  levity  ^^_ 
and  ficklenefs  of  that  prince  ;  he  was  baniihed  the  i2is 
court ;  he  was  recalled  ;  he  was  entrufted  with  the 
command  of  Guienne  e,  where  he  did  good  lervice 
and  acquired  honour  ;  he  was  again  difgraced  by 
the  king,  and  his  banifhment  from  court  feemed 
now  final  and  irrevocable.  Henry  called  him  traitor 
to  his  face  ;  Leicefter  gave  him  the  lie,  and  told  him 
that  if  he  were  not  his  fovereign  he  would  foon  make 
him  repent  of  that  infult.  Yet  was  this  quarrel  ac- 
commodated, either  from  the  good-nature  or  timi- 
dity of  the  king  ;  and  Leicefter  was  again  admitted 
into  fome  degree  of  favour  and  authority.  But  as 
this  nobleman  was  become  too  great  to  preferve  an 
entire  complaifance  to  Henry's  humours,  and  to  act 
in  fubferviency  to  his  other  minions ;  he  found  more 
advantage  in  cultivating  his  intereft  with  the  public, 
and  in  enflaming  the  general  difcontents  which  pre- 
vailed againft  the  adminiftration.  He  filled  every 
place  with  complaints  againft  the  infringement  of 
the  Great  Charter,  the,  acts  of  violence  committed 
on  the  people,  the  combination  between  the  pope 
and  the  king  in  their  tyranny  and  extortions,  Henry's 
negleflt  of  his  native  fubjects  and  barons ;  and 
though  himfelf  a  foreigner,  he  was  more  loud  than 
any  in  reprefenting  the  indignity  of  fubmitting  to 
the  dominion  of  foreigners.  By  his  hypocritical  pre- 
tentions to  devotion  he  gained  the  favour  of  the 
zealots  and  clergy ;  By  his  feeming  concern  for  public 
good  he  acquired  the  affections  of  the  public  :  And 
befides  the  private  friendiTiips  which  he  had  culti- 
vated with  the  barons,  his  animofity  againft  the  fa- 
vourites created  an  union  of  interefts  between  him 
and  that  powerful  order. 

A  recent  quarrel  which  broke  out  between  Lei- 
cefter and  William  de  Valence,    Henry's  half-bro- 

e  Rymer,  vol.  i.  p.  459.  513, 
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t  h  A  p.  thcr,  and   chief  favourite,  brought   matters  to  ex- 

Y 1 *  •  V 

treiiiity  f,  and  determined  the  former  to  give  full 
fcope  to  his  bold  arid  unbounded  ambition,  which 
the  laws  and  the  king's  authority  had  hitherto  with 
difficulty  reftrained.  He  fecretly  called  a  meeting  of 
the  mod  confiderable  barons,  particularly  Humphrey 
de  Rohun  high  conftable,  Roger  Bigod  earl  maref- 
chal,  and  the  earls  of  Warwic  and  Glocefler  ;  men 
who  by  their  family  and  poffefTions  flood  in  the  firfl 
rank  of  the  Englifh  nobility.  He  reprefented  to 
this  company  the  neceffity  of  reforming  the  date, 
and  of  putting  the  execution  of  the  laws  into  other 
hands  than  thofe  which  had  hitherto  appeared,  from 
repeated  experience,  lb  unfit  for  the  charge  with 
which  they  were  entrufted.  He  exaggerated  the 
oppreffions  exercifed  againfl  the  lower  orders  of  the 
ftate,  the  violations  of  the  barons'  privileges,  the 
continued  depredations  made  on  the  clergy,  and, 
in  order  to  aggravate  the  enormity  of  his  conduct, 
he  appealed  to  the  Great  Charter,  which  Henry  had 
io  often  ratified,  and  which  was  calculated  to  pre- 
vent for  ever  the  return  of  thofe  intolerable  griev- 
ances.    He  magnified  the  o-enerofity  of  their  ancef- 

o  o  J 

tors,  who,  at  a  great  expence  of  blood,  had  extorted 
that  famous  conceflion  from  the  crown  ;  but  la- 
mented their  own  degeneracy,  who  allowed  fo  im- 
portant an  advantage,  once  obtained,  to  be  wrefted 
from  them  by  a  weak  prince  and  by  infolent  Gran- 
gers. And  he  infilled  that  the  king's  word,  after 
io  many  fubmifiions  and  fruitlefs  promifes  on  his 
part,  could  no  longer  be  relied  on  ;  and  that  nothing 
but  bis  abfolute  inability  to  violate  national  privi- 
leges could  henceforth  enfure  the  regular  obfervance 
of  them. 

These  topics,  which,  were  founded  in  truth,  and 
fuited  fo  well  the  fentiments  of  the  company,  had 
the  dcfired  effect  j  and  the  barons  embraced  a  refo- 

f  JVL  Pans,  p.  649. 
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lution  of  redreffing  the  public  grievances,  by  taking  chap. 
into  their  own  hands  the  adminiftration  of  govern-  XIL^j 
ment.  Henry  having  fummoned  a  parliament,  in  I25g. 
expectation  of  receiving  fupplies  for  his  Sicilian 
project,  the  barons  appeared  in  the  hall,  clad  in 
complete  armour,  and  with  their  fwords  by  their 
fide  :  The  king  on  his  entry,  (truck  with  the  unufual 
appearance,  alked  them  what  was  their  purpofe, 
and  whether  ,they  pretended  to  make  him  their 
prifoner  &  ?  Roger  Bigod  replied  in  the  name  of  the 
reft,  that  he  was  not  their  prifoner,  but  their  fove- 
reign  ;  that  they  even  intended  to  grant  him  large 
fupplies,  in  order  to  fix  his  fon  on  the  throne  of 
Sicily  ;  that  they  only  expected  fome  return  for  this 
expence  and  fervice  ;  and  that,  as  he  had  frequently 
made  fubmiflions  to  the  parliament,  had  acknow- 
ledged his  paft  errors,  and  had  ftill  allowed  himfelf 
to  be  carried  into  the  fame  path,  which  gave  them 
fuch  juft  reafon  of  complaint,  he  muff  now  yield  to 
more  ftric"t  regulations,  and  confer  authority  on  thofe 
who  were  able  and  willing  to  reclrefs  the  national 
grievances.  Henry,  partly  allured  by  the  hopes  of 
iupply,  partly  intimidated  by  the  union  and  martial 
appearance  of  the  barons,  agreed  to  their  demand  ; 
and  promifed  to  fummon  another  parliament  at 
Oxford,  in  order  to  digeft  the  new  plan  of  go- 
vernment, and  to  elect  the  perfons  who  were  to  be 
entrufted  with  the  chief  authority. 

Ti-ns  parliament,  which  the  royalilts,  and  even  YthJune' 
the  nation,  from  experience  of  the  confufions  that  ofOxtord. 
attended  its  meafures,  afterwards  denominated  the 
mad  parliament,  met  on  the  day  appointed  ;  and  as 
all  the  barons  brought  along  with  them  their  military 
Vaifals,  and  appeared  with  an  armed  force,  the  king, 
who  had  taken  no  precautions  againft  them,  was  in 
reality  a  prifoner  in  their  hands,  and  was  obliged  to 
fubmit  to  all  the  terms  which  they  were  pleated  to 
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chap,  impofe  upon  him.  Twelve  barons  were  felecled 
v>_-l^v^_,  frorn  among  the  king's  minifters,  twelve  more  were 
125S.  chofen  by  parliament :  To  thefe  twenty-four,  un- 
limited authority  was  granted  to  reform  the  (late  ; 
and  the  king  himfelf  took  an  oath,  that  he  would 
maintain  whatever  ordinances  they  mould  think 
proper  to  enact  for  that  purpofe11.  Leicefter  was 
at  the  head  of  this  fupreme  council,  to  which  the 
legiflative  power  was  thus  in  reality  transferred  ; 
and  all  their  meafures  were  taken  by  his  fecret  in- 
fluence and  direction.  The  firft  ftep  bore  a  fpecious 
appearance,  and  feemed  well  calculated  for  the  end 
which  they  profefled  to  be  the  object,  of  all  thefe 
innovations  :  They  ordered  that  four  knights  mould 
be  chofen  by  each  county  ;  that  they  mould  make 
inquiry  into  the  grievances  of  which  their  neigh- 
bourhood had  reafon  to  complain,  and  mould  attend 
the  enfuing  parliament,  in  order  to  give  information 
to  that  affembly  of  the  ftate  of  their  particular  coun- 
ties ' :  A  nearer  approach  lo  our  prefent  conftitution 
than  had  been  made  by  the  barons  in  the  reign  of 
king  John,  when  the  knights  were  only  appointed  to 
meet  in  their  feveral  counties,  and  there  to  draw  up 
a  detail  of  their  grievances.  Meanwhile  the  twenty- 
four  barons  proceeded  to  enact,  fome  regulations, 
as  a  redrefs  of  fuch  grievances  as  were  fuppofed  to 
be  fufiiciently  notorious.  They  ordered  that  three 
feffions  of  parliament  mould  be  regularly  held  every 
year,  in  the  months  of  February,  June,  and  Octo- 
ber ;  that  a  new  fherifF  mould  be  annually  elected 
by  the  votes  of  the  freeholders  in  each  county  k ; 
that  the  meriffs  mould  have  no  power  of  fining 
the  barons  who  did  not  attend  their  courts,  or  the 
circuits  of  the  judiciaries ;  that  no  heirs  mould  be 
committed  to  the  wardfhip  of  foreigners,  and  no 
caflles  intruded  to  their  cuftody ;    and  that  no  new 
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warrens  or  forefts  mould  be  created,    nor  the  re-  cha  p, 
venues  of  any  counties  or  hundreds  be  let  to  farm.       XI^ 
Such  were  the  regulations  which  the  twenty-four   "TJrsT" 
barons  eitablifhed  at  Oxford,  for  the  redrefs  of  public 
grievances. 

But  the  earl  of  Leicefter  and  his  affociates,  having 
advanced  fo  far  to  fatisfy  the  nation,  inftead  of  con- 
tinuing in  this  popular  courfe,  or  granting  the  king 
that  fupply  which  they  had   promifed  him,   imme- 
diately provided  for  the  extenfion  and  continuance 
of  their   own  authority.     They   roufed   anew  the 
popular  clamour  which  had  long  prevailed  againfr. 
foreigners ;    and  they  fell  with  the  utmoft  violence 
on  the  king's  half-brothers  who  were  fuppofed  to 
be  the  authors  of  all  national  grievances,  and  whom 
Henry  had  no  longer  any  power  to  protect.     The 
four  brothers,  fenfible  of  their  danger,  took  to  flight, 
with  an  intention  of  making  their  efcape  out  of  the 
kingdom  ;  they  were  eagerly  purfued  by  the  barons ; 
Aymer,  one  of  the  brothers,  who  had  been  elected  to 
the  fee  of  Winchefter,  took  fhelter  in  his  epifcopal 
palace,  and  carried  the  others  along  with  him  ;  they 
were  furrounded  in  that  place,  and  threatened  to  be 
dragged  out  by  force,  and  to  be  punifhed  for  their 
crimes  and  mifdemeanors  ;  and  the  king,   pleading 
the  facrednefs  of  an  ecclefiaftical  fanctuary,  was  glad 
to  extricate  them  from   this   danger  by  banifhing 
them  the  kingdom.     In  this  act  of  violence,  as  well 
as  in  the  former  ufurpations  of  the  barons,  the  queen 
and  her  uncles  were  thought  to  have  fecretly  con- 
curred ;  being  jealous  of  the  credit  acquired  by  the 
brothers,  which,  they  found,  had  eclipfed  and  anni- 
hilated their  own. 

But  the  fubfequent  proceedings  of  the  twenty-  Tjfurpa- 
four  barons  were  fufficient  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  J[ons  of 
nation,  and  to  prove  their  intention  or  reducing, 
for  ever,  both  the  king  and  the  people  under  the 
arbitrary  power  of  a  very  narrow  ariitocracy,  which 
mull:  at  lalt  have  terminated  either  in  anarchy,  or  in 
a  violent  ufurpation  and  tyranny.     They  pretended 

that 
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C  H  A  P.  that  thev  had  not  vet  direflsd  all  the  regulations 
t_^~li.  neceflary  for  the  reformation  of  the  date  and  for  the 
J2.8#      redrefs  of  grievances  ;    and   they  mud   (till    retain 
their  power,  till  that  great  purpofe  were  thoroughly 
effected :    In  other  words,    that  they  mud  be  per- 
petual governors,  and  muft  continue  to  reform,  till 
they  were  pleafed  to  abdicate  their  authority.     They 
formed  an  aflbciation  among  themfelves,  and  fwore 
that  they  would  (land  by  each  other  with  their  lives 
and  fortunes  :  They  difplaced  all  the  chief  officers 
of  the  crown,  the  judiciary,    the  chancellor,    the 
treafurer ;  and  advanced  either  themfelves  or   their 
own  creatures  in  their  place  :  Even  the  offices  of  the 
king's  houmold  were  difpofed  of  at  their  pleafure  : 
The  government  of  all  the  catties  was  put  into  hands 
in  whom  they  found  reafon  to    confide  :  And  the 
whole  power  of  the  date  being  thus  transferred  to 
them,  they  ventured  to  impofe  an  oath,  by  which  all 
the  fubje&s  were  obliged  to  fwear,  under  the  penalty 
of  being  declared  public  enemies,  that  they  would 
obey  and  execute  all  the  regulations,   both  known 
and  unknown,  of  the  twenty-four  barons :  And  all 
this,  for  the  greater  glory  of  God,  the  honour  of 
the  church,  the  fervice  of  the  king,  and  the  advan- 
tage of  the  kingdom  '.     No  one  dared  to  withdand 
this  tyrannical   authority  :    Prince  Edward  himfelf, 
the  king's  elded  fon,  a  youth  of  eighteen,  who  be- 
gan to  give  indications  of  that  great  and  manly  fpirit 
which  appeared  througheut  the  whole  courfe  of  his 
life,  was,  after  making  fome  oppofition,  condrained 
to  take  that  oath,  which  really  depofed  his  father  and 
his  family  from  fovereign  authority  m.  Earl  Warrenne 
was  the  lad  perfon  in  the  kingdom  that  could  be 
brought  to  give  the  confederated  barons  this  mark 
of  fubmiifion. 

But  the  twenty-four  barons,  not  content  with  the 
ufurpation  of  the  royal  power,  introduced  an  inno- 
vation in  the  conditution  of  parliament  which  was 
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of  the  utmoft  importance.     They  ordained,    that  c  H  a.  p, 
this  affembly  mould  chufe  a  committee  of  twelve      xu. 
perfons,  who  mould,  in  the  intervals  of  the  felTions,  '     "/T^J 
poffefs  the  authority  of  the  whole  parliament,    and 
mould  attend,   on  a  fummons,  the  perfon   of  the 
king,    in  all  his   motions.     But  fo  powerful  were 
thefe  barons,  that  this  regulation  was  alfo  fubmitted 
to  ;  the  whole  government  was  overthrown,  or  fixed 
on  new  foundations ;  and  the  monarchy  was  totally 
fubverted,  without  its  being  poffible  for  the  king  to 
ftrike  a  fingle  ftroke  in  defence  of  the  conflitution 
againft  the  newly-elected  oligarchy. 

The  report  that  the  king  of  the  Romans  intended  1459. 
to  pay  a  vifit  to  England,  gave  alarm  to  the  ruling 
barons,  who  dreaded  left  the  extenfive  influence  and 
cftabliihed  authority  of  that  prince  would  be  em- 
ployed to  reftore  the  prerogatives  of  his  family,  and 
overturn  their  plan  of  government n.  They  fent 
over  the  bifhop  of  Worcefter,  who  met  him  at  St. 
Omars;  aiked  him,  in  the  name  of  the  barons,  the 
reafon  of  his  journey,  and  how  long  he  intended  to 
flay  in  England  ;  and  infilled  that,  before  he  entered 
the  kingdom,  he  mould  fwear  to  obferve  the  regu- 
lations eftablifhed  at  Oxford.  On  Richard's  refufal 
to  take  this  oath,  they  prepared  to  refill  him  as  a 
public  enemy ;.  they  fitted  out  a  fleet,  aiTembled  an 
army,  and  exciting  the  inveterate  prejudices  of  the 
people  againft  foreigners,  from  whom  they  had  fuf- 
fered  fo  many  oppreflions,  fpread  the  report,  that 
Richard,  attended  by  a  number  of  ftrangers,  meant 
to  reftore  by  force  the  authority  of  his  exiled  bro- 
thers, and  to  violate  all  the  fecurities  provided  for 
public  liberty.  The  king  of  the  Romans  was  at  laft 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  terms  required  of  him  °. 

But  the  barons,  in  proportion  to  their  continu- 
ance in  power,    began  gradually  to  lofe  that  popu- 
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larity  which  had  affifted  them  in  obtaining  it  j.  and 
men  repined,  that  regulations,  which  were  occa- 
sionally eftabliffied  for  the  reformation  of  the  ilate, 
were  likely  to  become  .  i,  and  to  fob  vert  en- 

tirely the  ancient  conftitutibn.  They  were  appre- 
hensive left  the  power  of  the  nobles,  always  oppreilive, 
mould  now  exert  itfelf  without  control,  by  remov- 
ing the  counterpoife  of  the  crown  ;  and  their  fears 
were  increafed  by  fome  new  edicts  of  the  baronsa 
which  were  plainly  calculated  to  procure  to  them- 
felves  an  impunity  in  all  their  violences.  They  ap- 
pointed that  the  circuits  of  the  itinerant  juftices,  the 
fole  check  on  their  arbitrary  conduct,  mould  be  held 
only  once  in  feven  years  ;  and  men  eafily  faw  that  a 
remedy,  which  returned  after  inch  long  intervals, 
ap-ainft  an  oppreilive  power,  which  was  perpetual, 
would  prove  totally  infignificant  and  ufelefs p.  The 
cry  became  loud  in  the  nation,  that  the  barons  mould 
nnifli  their  intended  regulations.  The  knights  of 
the  (hires,  who  feem  now  to  have  been  pretty  regu- 
larly affembled,  and  fometimes  in  a  feparate  houfe, 
made  remonftrances  againft  the  flownefs  of  their 
proceedings.  They  represented  that,  though  the 
Jcmg  had  performed  all  the  conditions  required  of 
him,  the  barons  had  hitherto  done  nothing  for  the 
public  good,  and  had  only  been  careful  to  promote 
their  own  private  advantage,  and  to  make  inroads 
on  royal  authority ;  and  they  even  appealed  to  prince 
Edward,  and  claimed  his  interpofition  for  the  inte- 
rests of  the  nation  and  the  reformation  of  the  go- 
vernment q.  The  prince  replied,  that  though  it  was 
from  conftraint,  and  contrary  to  his  private  fenti- 
ments,  he  had  fworn  to  maintain  the  provifions  of 
Oxford,  he  was  determined  to  obferve  his  oath  :  But 
he  fent  a  menage  to  the  barons,  requiring  them  to 
bring  their  undertaking  to  a  fpeedy  conclufion,  and 
fulfil  their  engagements  to  the  public :   Otherwife, 
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he  menaced  them,  that  at  the  expence  of  his  life  he  chap- 
would  oblige  them  to  do  their  duty,  and  would  fhed      Xii 
the  laft  drop  of  his  blood  in  promoting  the  interefts,      i^sa, 
and  fatisfying  the  juft  wifhes  of  the  nation  r. 

The  barons,  urged  by  fo  prefling  a  necefTity,  pub- 
limed  at  laft  a  new  code  of  ordinances  for  the  re- 
formation of  the  ftate s :    But  the  expectations  of 
the  people  were  extremely  difappointed,  when  they 
found  that  thefe  confifted  only  of  forne  trivial  altera- 
tions in  the  municipal  law  ;  and  (till  more,  when  the 
barons  pretended  that  the  talk  was  not  yet  finifhed, 
and  that  they  mud  farther  prolong  their  authority, 
in  order  to  bring  the  work  of  reformation  to  the  de- 
fired  period.    The  current  of  popularity  was  now- 
much  turned  to  the  fide  of  the  crown ;  and  the  ba« 
rons  had  little  to  rely  on  for  their  fupport,  befides  the 
private  influence  and  power  of  their  families,  which, 
though  exorbitant,  was  likely  to  prove  inferior  to 
the  combination  of  king  and  people.      Even  this 
bafis  of  power  was  daily  weakened  by  their  inteftine 
jealoufies  and  animofities ;    their  ancient  and  inve- 
rate  quarrels  broke  out  when  they  came  to  mare  the 
fpoils  of  the  crown  ;    and  the  rivahnip  between  the 
earls  of  Leicefter  and  Gloceiler,   the  chief  leaders 
among  them,  began  to  disjoint  the  whole  confede- 
racy.   The  latter,  more  moderate  in  his  preteniions, 
was  defirous  of  flopping  or  retarding  the  career  of 
the  barons*  ufurpations ;    but  the  former,  enraged 
at  the  oppofition  which  he  met  with  in  his  own  party, 
pretended  to  throw  up  all  concern  in  Englifh  affairs  \ 
and  he  retired  into  France  :. 

The  kingdom  of  France,  the  only  (late  with 
which  England  had  any  confiderable  intereourfe,  was 
at  this  time  governed  by  Lewis  IX.  a  prince  of  the 
molt  fingular  character  that  is  to  be  met  with  in 
all  records  of  hiftory.  This  monarch  united,  to 
the  mean  and  abject  fuperflition  of  a  monk,  all  the 
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chap,  courage  and  magnanimity  of  the  greater!  hero ;  and, 
xlL      what  may  be  deemed  more  extraordinary,  the  juftice 

~  xzs9,  ~  and  integrity  of  a  difinterefted  patriot,  the  mildnefs 
and  humanity  of  an  accomplifhed  philofopher.  So 
far  from  taking  advantage  of  the  divifions  among 
the  Englifh,  or  attempting  to  expel  thofe  dangerous 
rivals  from  the  provinces  which  they  frill  poffeffed 
in  France,  he  had  entertained  many  fcruples  with 
regard  to  the  fentence  of  attainder  pronounced 
again!!  the  king's  father,  had  even  expreffed  fome 
intention  of  reftoring  the  other  provinces,  and  was 
only  prevented  from  taking  that  imprudent  refolu- 
tion  by  the  united  remonftrances  of  his  own  barons, 
who  reprefented  the  extreme  danger  of  fuch  a  mea- 
fure  u,  and,  what  had  a  greater  influence  on  Lewis, 
the  juftice  of  punifhing,  by  a  legal  fentence,  the  bar- 
barity and  felony  of  John.  Whenever  this  prince 
interpofed  in  Englifh  affairs,  it  was  always  with  an 
intention  of  compering  the  differences  between  the 
king  and  his  nobility  ;  he  recommended  to  both 
parties  every  peaceable  and  reconciling  meafure ; 
and  he  ufed  all  his  authority  with  the  earl  of  Lei- 
cefter,  his  native  m-bject,  to  bend  him  to  a  compli- 

aoth  May.  ance  with  Henry.  He  made  a  treaty  with  England, 
at  a  time  when  the  diftractions  of  that  kingdom 
were  at  the  greatefl  height,  and  when  the  king's 
authority  was  totally  annihilated;  and  the  terms 
which  he  granted  might,  even  in  a  more  profperous 
Hate  of  their  affairs,  be  deemed  reafonable  and  ad- 
vantageous to  the  Englifh.  He  yielded  up  fome 
territories  which  had  been  conquered  from  Poiclou 
and  Guienne  ;  he  enfured  the  peaceable  pofieliion  of 
the  latter  province  to  Henry ;  he  agreed  to  pay  that 
prince  a  large  fum  of  money  ;  and  he  only  required 
that  the  king  mould,  in  return,  make  a  final  ceffion 
of  Normandy,  and  the  other  provinces,  which  he 
coukl  never  entertain  any  hopes  of  recovering  by  force 
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of  arms  w.     This  ceffion  was  ratified  by  Henry,  by  C  K  A  P. 
his  two  fons  and  two  daughters,  and  by  the  king  of  *^^,-^, 
the  Romans  and   his  three  fons  :    Leicefler  alone,      i359. 
either  moved  by  a  vain  arrogance,  or  defirous  to  in- 
gratiate himfelf  with  the  Englifh  populace,  proteiled 
againit  the  deed,  and  infilled  on   the   right,  how- 
ever diftant,   which   might  accrue  to  his  confort x. 
Lewis  faw,  in  this  obflinacy,  the  unbounded  ambi- 
tion of  the  man  ;  and  as  the  barons  infixed  that  the 
money  due  by  treaty  mould  be  at  their  difpofal,  not 
at  Henry's,  he  alfo  faw,  and  probably  with  regret, 
the  low  condition  to  which  this  monarch,  who  had 
more  erred  from  weaknefs  than  from  any  bad  in- 
tentions, was  reduced  by  the  turbulence  of  his  own 
fubjecls. 

But  the  fituation  of  Henry  foon  after  were  a  uCi* 
more  favourable  afpect..  The  twenty-four  barons  had 
now  enjoyed  the  fovereign  power  near  three  years  ; 
and  had  vifibly  employed  it,  not  for  the  reformation 
of  the  flate,  which  was  their  firft  pretence,  but  for 
the  aggrandifement  of  themfelves  and  of  their  fa- 
milies. The  breach  of  truft  was  apparent  to  ail  the 
world  :  Every  order  of  men  felt  it,  and  murmured 
againfl  it :  The  dilienfions  among  the  barons  them- 
felves, which  increafed  the  evil,  made  alfo  the  re- 
medy more  obvious  and  eafy:  And  the  fecret  defertion, 
in  particular,  of  the  earl  of  Glocefter  to  the  crown, 
feemed  to  promife  Henry  certain  fuccefs  in  any  at- 
tempt to  refume  his  authority.  Yet  durfl  he  not 
ta'<e  that  ftep,  fo  reconcileable  both  to  juflice  and 
policy,  without  making  a  previous  application  to 
Rome,  and  defiring  an  abfolution  from  his  oaths 
and  engagements  y. 

The  pope  was  at  this  time  much  diffatisfied  with 
the  conduct  of  the  barons  ;  wTho,  in  order  to  gain 
the  favour  of  the  people  and  clergy  of  England,  had 

w  Rymer,  vol.i.  p.  671;.     M.  Paris,  p.  566.      Chrcn.  T.  Wyke-s, 
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CHAP,  expelled  all  the  Italian  ecclefiaftics,  had  confiscated 
^Jl!^^,  their  benefices,  and  feemed  determined  to  maintain 
1261.      the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  Englifh  church, 
in  which  the    rights  of    patronage,    belonging    to 
their  own  families,  were  included.     The  extreme 
animofity  of  the   Englifh   clergy  againfl   the  Ita- 
lians was  alfo  a  fource  of  his  difgufl  to   this  or- 
der ;    and    an  attempt  which   had  been   made  by 
them  for  farther  liberty  and  greater  independence  on 
the  civil  power,  was  therefore  lefs  acceptable  to  the 
court  of  Rome  z.     About  the  fame  time  that  the 
barons  at  Oxford  had  annihilated  the  prerogatives 
of  the   monarchy,    the  clergy  met  in  a  fynod  at 
Ivlerton,  and  parTed  feveral  ordinances,  which  were 
no  lefs  calculated  to  promote  their  own  grandeur 
at  the  expence  cf  the  crown.    They  decreed,  that  it 
was  unlawful  to  try  ecclefiaftics  by  fecular  judges  j 
that  the  clergy  were  not  to  regard  any  prohibitions 
from  civil  courts  ;  that  lay- patrons  had  no  right  to 
confer  fpiritual  benefices ;  that  the  magiftrate  was 
obliged,  without  farther  enquiry,  to  imprifon  all  ex* 
communicated   perfons ;    and    that   ancient   ufage, 
without  any  particular  grant  or  charter,  was  a  fuf- 
ficient  authority  for  any  clerical  poffeflions  or  privi- 
leges \    About  a  century  before,  thefe  claims  would 
have  been  fupported  by  the  court  of  Rome  beyond 
the  moft  fundamental  articles  of  faith  :    They  were 
the  chief  points  maintained  by  the  great  martyr, 
Becket ;  and  his  refolution  in  defending  them  had 
exalted  him  to  the  high  ftation  which  he  held  in 
the  catalogue  of  Romilh  faints.    But  principles  were 
changed  with  the  times  :    The  pope  was  become 
fomewhat  jealous  of  the  great  independence  of  the 
Englifh  clergy,  which  made  them  (land  lefs  in  need 
of  his  protection,  and  even  emboldened  them  to 
refill  his  authority,  and  to  complain  of  the  prefer- 
ence given  to  the  Italian  courtiers,  whofe  interefts^ 
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St  is  natural  to  imagine,  were  the  chief  object  of  his  chap. 
concern.     He  was  ready    therefore,  on   the  king's       XI1 
application   to   annul  chefe  new  conftituiions  of  the    "Ta^TT 
church  of  England  b.     And,  at  the  fame  time,  he 
abfolved  the  king  and  all  his  fubjects  from  the  oath 
which   they  had  taken  to  obferve  the  provifions  of 
Oxford  c. 

Prince  Edward,  whofe  liberal  mind,  though  in  Prince 
fuch  early  youth,  had  taught  him  the  great  prejudice  ■d,QWdr  » 
which  his  father  had  incurred,  by  his  levity,  incon- 
ftancy,  and  frequent  breach  of  promiie,  refilled  for  a 
long-  time  to  take  advantage  of  this  abfolution  ;  and 
declared  that  the  provifions  of  Oxford,  how  unreason- 
able foever  in  themfelves.  arid  how  much  fever 
abufed  by  the  barons,  oughc  ftill  to  be  adhered  to 
by  thofe  who  had  fworn  to  obferve  themd.  He  him- 
felf  had  been  conflrained  by  violence  to  take  that 
oath  ;  yet  was  he  determined  to  keep  it.  By  this 
fcrupulous  fidelity,  the  prince  acquired  the  confi- 
dence of  all  parties,  and  was  afterwards  enabled  to 
recover  fully  the  royal  authority,  and  to  perform  fuch 
great  actions,  both  during  his  own  reign  and  that  of 
his  father. 

The  fituation  of  England,  during  this  period,  as 
Well  as  that  of  moil  European  kingdoms  was  ibine- 
what  peculiar.  There  was  no  regular  military  force 
maintained  in  the  nation  :  The  fword  however,  was 
not.  properly  f peaking,  in  the  hands  of  the  people  : 
The  .barons  were  alone  entrufled  with  the  defence 
of  the  community  ;  and  after  any  effort  which  they 
made,  either  againft  their  own  prince  or  againft 
foreigners,  as  the  military  retainers  departed  home, 
the  armies  were  difbanded,  and  could  not  fpeedily 
be  re-affembled  at  pleafure.  It  was  eafy,  therefore, 
for  a  few  barons,  by  a  combination,  to  get  the  ilart 
of  the  other  party,  to  collecl  fuddeniy  thtir  troops, 
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and  to  appear  unexpectedly  in  the  field  with  an 
arm)'',  which  their  antagonifis,  though  equal,  or  even 

1 26 1.  fuperior  in  power  and  Intereft,  would  not  dare  to 
encounter.  Hence  the  hidden  revolutions,  which 
often  took  place  in  thofe  governments  :  Hence  the 
frequent  victories  obtained  without  a  blow  by  one 
faction  over  the  other  :  And  hence  it  happened, 
that  the  feeming  prevalence  of  a  party  was  feldom 
a  prognoflic  of  its  long  continuance  in  power  and 
authority. 

1462.  rifHE   king,  as  foon   as  he    received    the  pope's 

absolution  from  his  oath,  accompanied  with  menaces 
of  excommunication  againfl  all  opponents,  trufting 
to  the  countenance  of  the  church,  to  the  fupport 
promifed  him  by  many  confiderable  barons,  and  to 
the  returning  favour  of  the  people,  immediately 
took  off  the  mafk.  After  juftifying  his  conduct  by 
a  proclamation,  in  which  he  fet  forth  the  private 
ambition,  and  the  breach  of  truft,  confpicuous  in 
Leicefter  and  his  affociates,  he  declared,  that  he 
had  refumed  the  government,  and  was  determined 
thenceforth,  to  exert  the  royal  authority  for  the 
protection  of  his  fubjects.  He  removed  Hugh  le 
Defpenfer  and  Nicholas  de  Ely,  the  judiciary  and 
chancellor  appointed  by  the  barons  ;  and  put  Philip 
Baffet  and  Walter  de  Merton  in  their  place.  He 
iubftituted  new  fheriffs  in  all  the  counties,  men  of 
character  and  honour  :  He  placed  new  governors 
in  molt  of  the  caftles  :  He  changed  all  the  officers 
;d  April,  of  his  houfehold :  He  fummoned  a  parliament,  in 
which  the  refumption  of  his  authority  was  ratified, 
with  only  five  diffenting  voices  :  And  the  barons, 
after  making  one  fruitleis  effort  to  take  the  king  by 
furprife  at  Winchefter,  were  obliged  to  acquiefce  in 
thofe  new  regulations *-. 

The  king,  in  order   to  cut   off  every  objection 
to  his  conduct,    offered  to  refer  all  the  differences 
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between  him  and  the  earl  of  Leicefter,  to  Margaret  chap. 
queen  of  France f.  The  celebrated  integrity  of  XIL 
Lewis  gave  a  mighty  influence  to  any  decifion  l7£Zl 
which  iflued  from  his  court ;  and  Henry  probably 
hoped  that  the  gallantry,  on  which  all  barons,  as 
true  kinghts,  valued  themfelves,  would  make  them 
afhamed  not  to  fubmit  to  the  award  of  that  princefs. 
Lewis  merited  the  confidence  repofed  in  him.  By 
an  admirable  conduct,  probably  as  political  as  j  aft, 
he  continually  interpofed  his  good  offices  to  allay 
the  civil  difcords  of  the  Engiiih :  He  forwarded  ali 
healing  meafures,  which  might  give  fecurity  to  both 
parties :  And  he  ftill  endeavoured,  though  in  vain, 
to  footh  by  perfuafion  the  fierce  ambition  of  the  earl 
of  Leicefter,  and  to  convince  him  how  much  it  was 
his  duty  to  fubmit  peaceably  to  the  authority  of  his 
fovereign. 

.  That  bold  and  artful  confpirator  was  nowife  dif-  xsS3« 
couraged  by  the  bad  fuccefs  of  his  pad  enterprifes. 
The  death  of  Richard  earl  of  Gloccfter,  who  was  his 
chief  rival  in  power,  and  who,  before  his  deceafe, 
had  joined  the  royal  party,  feemed  to  open  a  new 
field  to  his  violence,  and  to  expofe  the  throne  to 
frefh  infults  and  injuries.  It  was  in  vain  that  the 
king  profeifed  his  intentions  of  obferving  ftrictly 
the  Great  Charter,  even  of  maintaining;  ali  the  regu- 
lations  made  by  the  reforming  barons  at  Oxford  or 
afterwards,  except  thofe  which  entirely  annihilated 
the  royal  authority  :  Thefe  powerful  chieftains,  now 
obnoxious  to  the  court,  could  not  peaceably  refign 
the  hopes  of  entire  independence  and  uncontrolled 
power,  with  which  they  had  flattered  themfelves, 
and  which  they  had  fo  long  enjoyed.  Many  of  Civil  wars 
them  engaged  in  Leicester's  views ;  and  among;  P1' the 
the  reft,  Gilbert  the  young  earl  of  Glocefter,  who 
brought  him  a  mighty  acceilion  of  power,  from  the 
extenfive  authority  poflefled  by  that  opulent  family. 

f  Rymer,  vol.  i.  p.  724. 
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C  H  A.  P.  Even  Henry,  fon  of  the  king  of  the  Romans,  com- 
XfJ*  monly  called  Henry  d'Allmaine,  though  a  prince  of 
Ia6,f  the  blood,  joined  the  party  of  the  barons  againft  the 
king,  the  head  of  his  own  family.  Leiceiler  himfelf, 
who  ftill  refided  in  France,  fecretly  formed  the  links 
of  this  great  confpiracy,  and  planned  the  whole 
fcheme  of  operations. 

The  princes  of  Wales,  notwithstanding  the  great 
power  of  the  monarchs,  both  of  the  Saxon  and 
Norman  line,  ftill  preferved  authority  in  their  own- 
country.  Though  they  had  often  been  conftrained 
to  pay  tribute  to  the  crown  of  England,  they  were 
with  difficulty  retained  in  fubordination,  or  even  in 
peace ;  and  aim  oft  through  every  reign  fince  the 
conqueft,  they  had  infefted  the  Englifh  frontiers 
with  luch  petty  incurfions  and  fudden  inroads,  as 
feldom  merit  to  have  place  in  a  general  hiftory, 
The  Englifh,  ftill  content  with  repelling  their  inva- 
fions,  and  chafing  them  back  into  their  mountains, 
had  never  purfued  the  advantages  obtained  over 
them,  nor  been  able,  even  under  their  greateft  and 
moft  active  princes,  to  fix  a  total,  or  fo  much  as  a 
feudal  fubjeclion  on  the  country.  This  advantage 
was  referved  to  the  prefent  king,  the  weakeft  and 
moft  indolent.  In  the  year  1237,  Lewellyn  prince 
of  Wales,  declining  in  vears  and  broken  with 
infirmities,  but  ftill  more  harafTed  with  the  rebellion 
and  undutiful  behaviour  of  his  youngeft  ion  Griffin, 
had  recourfe  to  the  protection  of  Henry ;  and 
confenting  to  fubject  his  principality,  which  had  fo 
long  maintained,  or  foon  recovered,  its  independ- 
ence, to  vaifalage  under  the  crown  of  England,  had 
purchafed  fecurity  and  tranquillity  on  thefe  dii- 
honourable  terms.  His  eldeft  fon  and  heir,  David, 
renewed  the  homage  to  England  ;  and  having  taken 
his  brother  prifoner,  delivered  him  into  Henry's 
hands,  who  committed  him  to  cuftody  in  the  Tower. 
That  prince,  endeavouring  to  make  his  efcape,  loft 
his  life  in  the  attempt ;  and  the  prince  of  Wales, 
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freed  from  the  apprehenfions  of  fo  dangerous  a  chap. 
rival,  paid  thenceforth  lefs  regard  to  the  Englifh  ^JI^V* 
monarch,  and  even  renewed  thofe  incurfions,  by  la6j. 
which  the  Welfh,  during  fo  many  ages,  had  been 
accuflomed  toinfeft  the  Englifh  borders.  Lewellyn, 
however,  the  fon  of  Griffin,  who  fucceeded  to  his 
uncle,  had  been  obliged  to  renew  the  homage,  which 
was  now  claimed  by  England  as  an  eftablifhed  right ; 
but  he  was  well  pleafed  to  inflame  thofe  civil  dif- 
cords,  on  which  he  refted  his  prefent  fecurity,  and 
founded  his  hopes  of  future  independence.  He 
entered  into  a  confederacy  with  the  earl  of  Leicefter, 
and  collecting  all  the  force  of  his  principality,  in- 
vaded England  with  an  army  of  30,000  men.  He 
ravaged  the  lands  of  Roger  de  Mortimer,  and  of 
all  the  barons  who  adhered  to  the  crown2;  he 
marched  into  Chefhire,  and  committed  like  depre- 
dations on  prince  Edward's  territories  ;  every  place 
where  his  diforderly  troops  appeared  was  laid  walle 
with  fire  and  fword  ;  and  though  Mortimer,  a  gallant 
and  expert  foldier,  made  flout  refiflance,  it  was 
found  neceffary  that  the  prince  himfelf  mould  head 
the  army  againft  this  invader.  Edward  repulfed 
prince  Lewellyn,  and  obliged  him  to  take  fhelter  in 
the  mountains  of  North  Wales :  But  he  was  pre- 
vented from  making  farther  progrefs  againft  the 
enemy,  by  the  diforders  which  foon  after  broke  out 
in  England. 

The  Welfh  invafion  was  the  appointed  fignal  for 
the  malcontent  barons  to  rife  in  arms  j  and  Leicefter, 
coming  over  fecretly  from  France,  collected  all  the 
forces  of  his  party,  and  commenced  an  open  rebel- 
lion. He  feized  the  perfon  of  the  bifhop  of  Here- 
ford ;  a  prelate  obnoxious  to  all  the  inferior  clergy, 
on  account  of  his  devoted  attachment  to  the  court 
of  Rome h.  Simon  bifhop  of  Norwich,  and  John 
Manfel,  becaufe  they  had  publifhed  the  pope's  bull, 
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Chap,  abfolving  the  king  and  kingdom  from  their  oaths 
XIL      to  obferve  the  provifions  of  Oxford,  were  made  pri- 

'"TaTT"" '  foners,  and  expofed  to  the  rage  of  the  party.     The 
king's   demefnes    were   ravaged   with    unbounded 
fury  ' ;  and  as  it  was  Leicefter's  intereit  to  allure  to 
his  fide,  by  the  hopes  of  plunder,  all  the  diforderly 
ruffians  in  England,  he  gave  them  a  general  licence 
to  pillage  the  barons  of  the  oppofite  party,  and  even 
all  neutral  perfons.     But  one  of  the  principal  re- 
fources  of  his  faction  was  the  populace  of  the  cities, 
particularly  of  London  ;  and  as  he  had,  by  his  hy- 
pocritical pretenfions  to  fancfity,  and  his  zeal  againft 
Rome,  engaged  the  monks  and  lower  ecclefiaftics 
in  his  party,  his  dominion  over  the  inferior  ranks  of 
men  became  uncontrollable.     Thomas  Fitz-Richard 
mayor  of  London,    a  furious  and  licentious  man, 
gave  the  countenance  of  authority  to  thefe  diforders 
in  the  capital ;  and  having  declared  war  againft  the 
fubftantial  citizens,    be  locfened  all  the  bands  of 
government,  by  which  that  turbulent  city  was  com- 
monly,   but   ill  retrained.      On  the  approach  of 
Eaiter,    the  zeal  of  fuperftition,    the  appetite   for 
plunder,  or  what  is  often  as  prevalent  with  the  po- 
pulace, as  either  of  thefe  motives,    the  pieafure  of 
committing  havoc  and  destruction,  prompted  them 
to  attack  the  unhappy  jews,  who  were  fir  ft  pillaged 
without  refinance,  then  maffacred  to  the  number  of 
five   hundred   perfons  \      The   Lombard   bankers 
were  next  expofed  to  the  rage  of  the  people  ;  and 
though,  by  taking  fanctuary  in  the  churches,  they 
efcaped  with  their  lives,  all  their  money  and  goods 
became  a  prey  to  the  licentious  multitude.     Even 
the   houfes   of  the  rich   citizens,    though  Englifh, 
were  attacked  by  night ;    and  way  was  made  by 
fword  and  by  fire  to  the  pillage  of  their  goods,  and 
often   to    the   destruction  of  their  perfons.      The 
queen,  who,  though  defended  by  the  Tower,  was 
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terrified  by  the  neighbourhood  of  fuch  dangerous  chap. 
commotions,  refolved  to  go  by  water  to  the  caftle       X1L 
of  Windfor  ;  but  as  fhe  approached  the  bridge,  the  '^X^ 
populace  afTembled  againft  her :   The  cry  ran,  droivn 
the  witch  ;  and  befides  abufmg  her  with  the  mod 
opprobrious  language,  and  pelting  her  with  rotten 
eggs  and  dirt,  they  had  prepared  large  ftones  to  fink 
her  barge,    when  fhe  mould  attempt  to  moot  the 
bridge  ;  and  fhe  was  fo  frightened,  that  fhe  returned 
to  the  Tower  '. 

The  violence  and  fury  of  Leicefter's  faction  had 
rifen  to  fuch  a  height  in  all  parts  of  England,  that 
the  king,  unable  to  refifl  their  power,  was  obliged 
to  fet  on  foot  a  treaty  of  peace  ;    and  to  make  an 
accommodation  with  the  barons  on  the  mofl  difad- 
vantageous  terms01.     He  agreed  to  confirm  anew  igthjuly. 
the  provifions  of  Oxford,  even  thofe  which  entirely 
annihilated  the  royal  authority  ;  and  the  barons  were 
again  re-inflated  in  the  fovereigrity  of  the  kingdom. 
They  reftored  Hugh  le  Defpenfer  to  the  office  of 
chief  jufticiary  ;  they  appointed  their  own  creatures 
fheriffs  in  every  county  of  England  ;  they  took  pof- 
feffion  of  all  the  royal  caftles  and  fortreffes  ;    they 
even  named  all  the  officers  of  the  king's  houfehold  ; 
and  they  fummoned  a  parliament  to  meet  at  Weft- 
minfter,  in  order  to  fettle  more  fully  their  plan  of  uth  Oft, 
government.     They  here  produced   a  new  lift  of 
twenty-four  barons,  to  whom  they  propofed  that  the 
administration   fliould  be  entirely  committed  ;   and 
they  infilled  that  the  authority  of  this  junto  mould 
continue,  not  only  during  the  reign  of  the  king,  but 
alfo  during  that  of  prince  Edward. 

This  prince,  the  life  and  foul  of  the  royal  party, 
had  unhappily,  before  the  king's  accommodation 
with  the  barons,  been  taken  prifoner  by  Leicefter  in 
a  parley  at  Windfor  n ;  and  that  misfortune,  more 
than  any  other  incident,  had  determined  Henry  to 

1  Chrcn.  T   Wykes,  p.  57.  m  Chron.  Dnnft.  vol.  i.  p.  358. 

Trivet,  p.  an.  p  M.Paris,  p.  669.     Trivet,  p.  a»3. 
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CHAP   fubmit  to  the  ignominious  conditions  impofed  upon 
XII.       him.     Bat  Edward  having  recovered  his  liberty  by 

*~7?£  '  the  treaty,  employed  his  activity  in  defending  the 
prerogatives  of  his  family  ;  and  he  gained  a  great 
party  even  among  thofe  who  had  at  firfl  adhered  tQ 
the  caufe  of  the  barons.  His  coufin  Henry  d*  All- 
maine,  Roger  Bigod  earl  marfhai,  earl  Warrenne, 
Humphrey  Bohun  earl  of  Hereford  John  lord 
Ballet,  Ralph  Baffet,  Hamond  I'Eftrange,  Roger 
Mortimer,  Henry  de  Piercy  Robert  de  Jkus, 
Roge  de  Ley  bourne,  wuh  aim  oft  all  the  lords 
marchers,  as  they  were  called,  on  the  borders  of 
"Wales  and  of  Scotland,  the  moil  warlike  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  declared  in  favour  of  the  royal  caufe  ; 
and  hoftilities,  which  were  fcarcely  well  compofed, 
were  again  renewed  in  every  part  of  England.  But 
the  near  balance  of  the  parties,  joined  to  the  unj- 
yerfal  clamour  of  the  people,  obliged  the  king  and 
barons  to  open  anew  the  negotiations  for  peace ; 
and  it  was  agreed  by  both  lides  to  fubmit  their  dif- 
ferences to  the  arbitration  of  the  king  of  France  °. 

Reference        This  virtuous  prince,  the  only  man  who,  in  like 

of  Franc"8  circumitances  could  fafely  have  been  intruded  with 
fuch  an  authority  by  a  neighbouring  nation  had, 
never  ceafed  to  interpofe  his  good  offices  between 
the  Engliih  factions ;  and  had  even,  during  the 
fhort  interval  of  peace,  invited  over  to  Paris  both 
the  king  and  the  earl  of  Leicefter,  in  order  to  ac- 
commodate the  differences  between  them  ;  but 
found,  that  the  fears  and  animofities  on  both  fides, 
as  well  as  the  ambition  of  Leicefter,  were  fo  vio- 
lent, as  to  render  all  his  endeavours  inefFect-ual, 
But  when  this  foiemn  appeal,  ratified  by  the  oaths 
and  fubfcriptions  of  the  leaders  in  both  factions, 
was  made  to  his  judgment,  he  was  not  difcouraged 
from  purfuing  his  honourable  purpofe  :    He  fum- 

°  M.  Paris,  p.  668.      Chron.  T.   Wyke's,   p.  52.    W.  Ilerrnng, 
?,  58c    Chrpn.  Dunft.  vol.  i.  p  363. 
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moned  the  ftates  of  France  at  Amiens ;  and  there,  c  xn?' 
in  the  pre  ence  of  that  afTembly,  as  well  as  in  that  \^^j 
of  the  king  of  England  and  Peter  de  Mcntfort,  1*64- 
Leicefter's  ion,  he  brought  this  great  caufe  to  a 
trial  and  examination.  It  appeared  to  him,  that 
the  provifions  of  Oxford,  even  had  they  not  been 
extorted  by  force,  had  they  not  been  fo  exorbitant 
in  their  nature,  and  fubverfive  of  the  ancient 
conftitution,  were  exprefsly  eftabliihed  as  a  tem- 
porary expedient,  and  could  not,  without  breach  of 
truft,  be  rendered  perpetual  by  the  barons.  He 
therefore  annulled  thefe  provifions  ;  reflored  to  the  23djan. 
kin-  the  poffeflion  of  his  caftles,  and  the  power  of 
nomination  to  the  great  offices ;  allowed  him  to 
retain  what  foreigners  he  pleafed  in  his  kingdom, 
and  even  to  confer  on  them  places  of  truft  and  dig- 
nity, and,  in  a  word,  re-eftablifhed  the  royal  power 
in  the  fame  condition  on  which  it  flood  before  the 
meeting  of  the  parliament  at  Oxford  But  while 
he  thus  fuppreffed  dangerous  innovations,  and  pre- 
ferved  unimpaired  the  prerogatives  of  the  Englifh 
crown,  he  was  not  negligent  of  the  rights  of  the 
people  ;  and  befides  ordering  that  a  general  amnefty 
fhould  be  granted  for  all  paft  offences,  he  declared, 
that  his  award  was  not  any  wife  meant  to  derogate 
from  the  privileges  and  liberties  which  the  nation 
enjoyed  by  any  former  conceilions  or  charters  of  the 
crown  p. 

This  equitable  fen t ence  was  no  fooner  known  in 
England,  than  Leicefter  and  his  confederates   deter- 
mined to  reject  it,  and  to  have  recourfe  to  arms,  in 
order  to  procure  to  themfelves  more  fafe  and  advan- 
tageous conditions  q.     Without  regard  to  his  oaths  Renewal 
and  fubferiptions,    that  enterprifmg  confpirator  di-  oftHecivH 
rected  his  two  fons,  Richard  and  Peter  de  Montfort,  wars" 
in  conjunction  with  Robert  de  Ferrars  earl  of  Derby, 
to  attack  the  city  of  Worcefter  ;  while  Henry  and 

P  Rymer,  vol.  i.  p    776,   777,  See.   Chron.  T.   Wykes,    p.    5$. 
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C  HA  P.  Simon  deMontfort,  two  others  of  his  forts,  afiifted 
y^Jlr^j  by  the  prince  of  Wales,  were  ordered  to  lay  wafte 
1264.  the  eftate  of  Roger  de  Mortimer.  He  himfelfre- 
fided  at  London;  and  employing  as. his  inflrument 
Fitz-Richard  the  feditious  mayor,  who  had  violently 
and  illegally  prolonged  his  authority,  he  wrought ' 
up  that  city  to  the  higheft  ferment  and  agitation. 
The  populace  formed  themfelves  into  bands  and 
companies  ;  chofe  leaders  ;  pracTifed  all  military  ex- 
ercifes  ;  committed  violence  on  the  royalifls :  And 
to  give  them  greater  countenance  in  their  diforders, 
an  aflbciation  was  entered  into  between  the  city  and 
eighteen  great  barons,  never  to  make  peace  with 
the  king  but  by  common  confent  and  approbation. 
At  the  head  of  thofe  who  fwore  to  maintain  this 
ailociation,  were  the  earls  of  Leicefler,  Glocefter, 
and  Derby,  with  le  Defpenfer  the  chief  jufticiary  ; 
men  who  had  all  previoufly  fworn  to  fubmit  to  the 
award  of  the  French  monarch.  Their  only  pre- 
tence for  this  breach  of  faith  was,  that  the  latter 
part  of  Lewis's  fentence  was,  as  they  affirmed,  a  con- 
tradiction to  the  former  :  He  ratified  the  charter  of 
liberties,  yet  annulled  the  provilions  of  Oxford  ; 
which  were  only  calculated,  as  they  maintained, 
to  preferve  that  charter ;  and  without  which,  in 
their  eitimation,  they  had  no  fecurity  for  its  ob- 
fervance. 

'The  king  and  prince,  finding  a  civil  war  inevi- 
table, prepared  themfelves  for  defence  ;  and  fum- 
moning  the  military  valvals  from  all  quarters,  and 
being  reinforced  by  Baliol  lord  of  Galloway,  Brus 
lord  of  Annandale,  Henry  Piercy,  John  Comin  r, 
and  other  barons  of" the  north,  they  compofed  an 
army,  formidable,  as  well  from  its  numbers  as  its 
military  prowefs  and  experience.  The  firll  enter- 
prife  of  the  royalifls  was  the  attack  of  Northampton, 
which    was   defended  by  Simon  de  Montfort,  with 

r  Uytner,  vol.  i.  p.  77a.  M.  Weft,  p  3*5.  Ypcd.  Neuft. 
p.  465, 
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many  of  the  principal  barons  of  that  party  :  And  a  chap. 
breach  being  made  in  the  walls   by  Philip  Ballet,  t    xir^   ^ 
the  place  was  carried  by  aflault,  and  both  the  go-      I2f 
vernor  and  the  garrifon  were  made  prifoners.     The  5th  April, 
royalifts  marched  thence  to  Leicefter  and  Notting- 
ham ;  both  which  places  having  opened  their  gates 
to  them,  prince  Edward  proceeded  with  a  detach- 
ment into  the  county  of  Derby,  in  order  to  ravage 
with  fire  and  fword  the  lands  of  the  earl  of  that 
name,  and  take  revenge  on   him  for  his  difloyalty. 
Like  maxims  of  war  prevailed  with  both   parties 
throughout  England ;   and  the  kingdom  was   thus 
expofed  in  a  moment  to  greater    devaluation,  from 
the  animofities  of  the  rival  barons,  than  it   would 
have  fufFered  from  many  years  of  foreign  or  even 
domeflic   hoftilities,    conducted   by    more  humane 
and  more  generous  principles. 

The  earl  of  Leicefter,  matter  of  London,  and 
of  the  counties  in  the  fouth-eafl  of  England,  formed 
the  fiege  of  Rochefter,  which  alone  declared  for  the 
king  in  thofe  parts,  and  which,  befides  earl 
Warrenne,  the  governor,  was  garrifoned  by  many 
noble  and  powerful  barons  of  the  royal  party.  The 
king  and  prince  haflened  from  Nottingham,  where 
they  were  then  quartered,  to  the  relief  of  the  place ; 
and  on  their  approach,  Leicefter  raifed  the  fiege, 
and  retreated  to  London,  which,  being  the  centre 
of  his  power,  he  was  afraid  might,  in  bis  abfence, 
fall  into  the  king's  hands,  either  by  force,  or  by  a 
correfpondence  with  the  principal  citizens,  who 
were  all  fecretly  inclined  to  the  royal  caufe.  Rein- 
forced by  a  great  body  of  Londoners,  and  having 
fummoned  his  partifans  from  all  quarters,  he  thought 
himfelf  ftrong  enough  to  hazard  a  general  battle 
with  the  royalifts,  and  to  determine  the  fate  of  the 
nation  in  one  great  engagement ;  which,  if  it  proved 
fuccefsful,  muft  be  decifive  againft  the  king,  who 
had  no  retreat  for  his  broken  troops  in  thofe  parts ; 
while  Leicefter  himfelf,  in  cafe  of  any  fmifter  acci- 
dent, 
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c  hap.  dent,  could  eafily  take  (helterin  the  city-  To  give 
XiI*  the  better  colouring  to  his  caufe,  he  previoufly  fent 
2264.  a  meffage  with  conditions  of  peace  to  Henry,  fub- 
miffive  in  the  language,  but  exorbitant  in  the  de- 
mands s ;  and  when  the  meifenger  returned  with 
the  lie  and  defiance  from  the  king,  the  prince,  and 
the  king  of  the  Romans,  he  fent  a  new  meflfage  re- 
nouncing, in  the  name  of  himfelf  and  of  the  alfo- 
ciated  barons,  all  fealty  and  allegiance  to  Henry. 
He  then  marched  out  of  the  city  with  his  army, 
divided  into  four  bodies :  The  firft  commanded  by 
his  two  fons  Henry  and  Guy  de  Montfort,  together 
with  Humphrey  de  Bohun  earl  of  Hereford,  who 
had  deferted  to  the  barons  ;  the  fecond  led  by  the 
earl  of  Glocefter,  with  William  de  Montchefney 
and  John  Fitz-john ;  the  third,  compofed  of  Lon- 
doners, under  the  command  of  Nicholas  de  Se- 
grave  ;  the  fourth  headed  by  himfelf  in  perfon. 
The  bilhop  of  Chichefter  gave  a  general  abfolution 
to  the  army,  accompanied  with  affurances  that,  if 
any  of  them  fell  in  the  enfuing  action,  they  would 
infallibly  be  received  into  heaven,  as  the  reward  of 
their  fullering  in  fo  meritorious  a  caufe. 
Ba*tle  of  Leicester,  who  poffeffed  great  talents  for  war, 
s^thMa  conducted  his  march  with  fuch  fkill  and  fecrecy, 
that  he  had  well  nigh  furprifed  the  royalifts  in  their 
quarters  at  Lewes  in  Suflex  :  But  the  vigilance  and 
activity  of  prince  Edward  foon  repaired  this  neg- 
ligence ;  and  he  led  out  the  king's  army  to  the  field 
in  three  bodies.  He  himfelf  conducted  the  van, 
attended  by  earl  Warrenne  and  William  de  Valence  : 
The  main  body  was  commanded  by  the  king  of  the 
Romans  and  his  fon  Henry  :  The  kjng  himfelf  was 
placed  in  the  rear  at  the  head  of  his  principal  no- 
bility. Prince  Edward  ruined  upon  the  Londoners, 
who  had  demanded  the  pofi:  of  honour  in  leading 
the  rebel  army,  but  who,  from   their  ignorance  of 

s  M.  Taris,  p.  669.    W.  Heming.  p.  583. 
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difcipline  and  want  of  experience,  were  ill  fitted  to  chap. 
refill  the  gentry  and  military  men,  of  whom  the  <^-^^o, 
prince's  body  was  compofed.  They  were  broken  in  i»6+. 
an  inftant ;  were  chafed  off  the  field  ;  and  Edward, 
tranfported  by  his  martial  ardour,  and  eager  to  re- 
venge the  infolence  of  the  Londoners  agalnft  his 
mother  f,  put  them  to  the  fword  for  the  length  of 
four  miles,  without  giving;  them  anv  Quarter,  and 
without  reflecting  on  the  fate  which  in  the  mean 
time  attended  the  reft  of  the  army.  The  earl  of 
Leicefler,  feeing  the  royalifts  thrown  into  confufion 
by  their  eagernefs  in  the  purfuit,  led  on  his  rernain-- 
ing  troops  againft  the  bodies  commanded  by  the  two 
royal  brothers  :  He  defeated  with  great  flaughterthe 
forces  headed  bv  the  king-  of  the  Romans  ;  and  that 
prince  was  obliged  to  yield  himfelf  prifoner  to  the 
earl  of  Glocefter  :  He  penetrated  to  the  body 
where  the  king  himfelf  was  placed,  threw  it  into 
diforder,  purfued  his  advantage,  chafed  it  into  the 
town  of  Lewes,  and  obliged  Henry  to  furrender 
himfelf  prifoner  u. 

Prince  Edward,  returning  to  the  field  of  battle 
from  his  precipitate  purfuit  of  the  Londoners,  was 
aftoniihed  to  find  it  covered  with  the  dead  bodies  of 
his  friends,  and  flill  more  to  hear,  that  his  father 
and  uncle  were  defeated  and  taken  prifoners,  and 
that  Arundel  Comyn,  Brus,  Hamond  l'Eftrange, 
Roger  Leybourne,  and  many  confiderable  barons  of 
his  party,  were  in  the  hands  of  the  victorious  enemy. 
Earl  Warrenne,  Hugh  Bigod,  and  William  de 
Valence,  (truck  with  defpair  at  this  event,  imme- 
diately took  to  flight,  hurried  to  Pevencey,  and  made 
their  efcape  beyond  fea  vv  :  But  the  prince,  intrepid 
amidft  the  greateft  difafters,  exhorted  his  troops  to 
revenge  the  death  of  their  friends,  to  relieve  the 
royal  captives,  and  to  match  an  eafy  conquer!  from 

«  M.  Paris,  p.  670.  Chron.  T.  Wykes,  p.  6i.  W.  Herning. 
p.  583.  M.  Weft.  p.  387.  Ypod.  Neuft.  p.  469.  H.  Knyghton, 
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c  ma  P.  an  enemy  difordered  by  their  own  victory*.  He- 
yjj^1^.  found  his  followers  intimidated  by  their  fituation  $ 
ia64.  while  Leicefler,  afraid  of  a  fudden  and  violent  blow 
from  the  prince,  amufed  him  by  a  feigned  negotia- 
tion, till  he  was  able  to  recal  his  troops  from  the 
purfuit,  and  bring  them  into  order  y.  There  now 
appeared  no  farther  refource  to  the  royal  party  ;  fur- 
rounded  by  the  armies  and  garrifons  of  the  enemy, 
deftitute  of  forage  and  provifions,  and  deprived  of 
their  fovereign,  as  well  as  of  their  principal  leaders, 
who  could  alone  infpirit  them  to  an  obftinate  refin- 
ance. The  prince,  therefore,  was  obliged  to  fub- 
rnit  to  Leicefter's  terms,  which  were  fhort  and  fevere, 
agreeably  to  the  fuddennefs  and  necemty  of  the  fitu- 
ation :  He  ftipulated,  that  he  and  Henry  d'Allmaine 
mould  furrender  themfelves  prifoners  as  pledges  in 
lieu  of  the  two  kings  ;  that  all  other  prifoners  on 
both  fides  mould  be  releafed  z ;  and,  that  in  order  to 
fettle  fully  the  terms  of  agreement,  application  mould 
be  made  to  the  king  of  France,  that  he  mould 
name  fix  Frenchmen,  three  prelates,  and  thres 
noblemen  :  Thefe  fix  to  chufe  two  others  of  their 
own  country  :  And  thefe  two  to  chufe  one  Englifh- 
man,  who,  in  conjunction  with  themfelves,  were  to 
be  invefled  by  both  parties  with  full  powers  to  make 
what  regulations  they  thought  proper  for  the  fettle- 
ment  of  the  kingdom.  The  prince  and  young 
Henry  accordingly  delivered  themfelves  into  Lei- 
cefler's hands,  who  fent  them  under  a  guard  to  Dover 
cattle.  Such  are  the  terms  of  agreement  commonly 
called  the  Mlfe  of  Lewes,  from  an  obfolete  French 
term  of  that  meaning  :  For  it  appears,  that  all  the 
gentry  and  nobility  of  England,  who  valued  them- 
felves on  their  Norman  extraction,  and  who  dif- 
dained  the  language  of  their  native  country,  made 
familiar  ufe  of  the  French  tongue,  till  this  period, 
and  for  fome  time  after. 

x  W.  Heming.  p.  584.  V  W.  Heming.  p.  5S4. 
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Leicester  had  no  fooner  obtained  this  great  ad-  c  h  a  p. 
vantage,  and  gotten  the  whole  royal  family  in  his 
power,  than  he  openly  violated  every  article  of  the  I2^7" 
treaty,  and  acted  as  fole  matter,  and  even  tyrant  of 
the  kingdom.  He  ftill  detained  the  king  in  effect 
a  prifoner,  and  made  ufe  of  that  prince's  authority 
to  purpofes  the  mod  prejudicial  to  his  interefts,  and 
the  moll  oppreihVe  of  his  people  \  He  every  where 
difarmed  the  royalift s,  (  and  kept  all  his  own  partisans 
in  a  military  poifure  b :  Heqbferved  the  fame  pardal 
conduct  in  the  deliverance  of 'the  captives,  and  even 
threw  many  of  the  royalifts  into  prifon,  betides  thofe 
who -were -taken  in  the  battle  of  Lewes-:  lie  carried 
the  king  from  place  to  place,  and  obliged  all  the 
royal  calf  les,  on  pretence  of  Henry's  commands,  to 
receive  a  governor  andgarrifon  of  his  .own  appoint- 
ment :  All  the  officers  of  the  crown  and  of  the  house- 
hold were  named  by  him  ;  and  the  whpie  authority, 
as  we'll  as 'arms,  of  the  flate,  was  lodged  in  his  hands  : 
He  inftituted,  in  the  counties  a  new  kind  of  magi- 
ftracy,  endowed  with  new  and  arbitrary  powers,  that 
of  conservators  of  the  peace c :  His  avarice  appeared 
barefaced*,  and  might  induce  us  to  queftion  the 
greatnefs  of  his  ambition,  at  lead,  the  largenefs  of 
his  mind,  if  we.had  not  reafon  to  think,  that  he  in- 
tended to  employ  his  acquihtions  as  the  inftruments 
for  attaining  farther  power  and  grandeur.  He  feized 
the  eftates  of  no  lefs  than  eighteen  barons,  as  his 
mare  of  the  fpoil  gained  in  the  battle  of  Lewes  :  He 
engrofled  to  himfelf  the  ranfom  of  all  the  prifonei  s ; 
and  told  his  barons,  with  a  wanton  infolence,  that 
it  was  fufficient  for  them*  that  he  had  faved  them  by 
that  victory  from  the  forfeitures  and  attainders  which 
hung  over  them d :  He  even  treated  the  earl  of  Glo- 
cefter  in  the  fame  injurious  manner,  and  applied  to 
his  own  ufe  the  ranfom  of  the  king  of  the  Romans, 
■ 

2  Ryraer,  vol,  i.  p.  790,  791,  &c.  b  Ibid.  p.  795. 

Brady's  Appeals,  No.  an,  its.     Chvon.  T.Wykes,  p.  63. 

c  R/raer,  vol,  i.  p.  jyi,.  <J  Kn^ghtoii,  p,  i4ji. 
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c  hap.  who  in  the  field  of  battle  had  yielded   himfelf  pri- 
%  foner  to  that  nobleman.   Henry,  his  eldeiHon.  made 

u6+.  a  monopoly  of  all  the  wool  in  the  kingdom,  the 
only  valuable  commodity  for  foreign  markets  which 
it  at  that  time  produced  -.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
cinque-ports,  during  the  prefent  dirTolution  of  go- 
vernment, betook  themfelves  to  the  molt  licentiou9 
piracy,  preyed  on  the  mips  of  all  nations,  threw  the 
mariners  into  the  rea,  and  by  thefe  practices  foon 
banifhed  ail  Merchants  from  the  Englifh  coafta  and 
harbours.  Every  foreign  commodity  rofe  to  an  ex- 
orbitant price;  and  woollen  cloth,  which  the  Eng- 
lifh. had  not  then  the  art  of  dying,  was  worn  by  them, 
white,  and  without  receiving  the  lafl  hand  of  the 
manufacturer.  In  anfwer  to  the  complaints  which 
arofe  on  this  occafion,  Leicester  replied,  that  the 
kingdom  could  well  enough  fubfift  within  itfelf, 
and  needed  no  intercourfe  with  foreigners.  And  it 
was  found,  that  he  even  combined  with  the  pirates 
of  the  cinque-ports,  and  received  as  his  fliare  the 
third  of  their  prizes  f. 

No  farther  mention  was  made  of  the  reference  to 
the  king  of  France,  fo  effential  an  article  in  the 
agreement  of  Lewe  ;  and  Leicefter  fummoned  a 
parliament,  compofed  altogether  of  his  own  parti- 
fans,  in  order  to  rivet,  by  their  authority,  that 
power  which  he  had  acquired  by  fo  much  violence, 
and  which  he  ufed  with  fo  much  tyranny  and  in- 
juftice.  An  ordinance  was  there  paffed,  to  which 
the  king's  confent  had  been  previoufly  extorted,  that 
every  act  of  royal  power  mould  be  exerciied  by  a 
council  of  nine  pedbns,  who  were  to  be  cholen  and 
removed  by  the  majority  of  three,  Leicelter  himfelf, 
the  earl  of  Glocefter,  and  the  bifhop  of  Chichefterg. 
By  this  intricate  plan  of  government,  the  fceptre 
was  really  put  into  Leicefter's  hands  ;  as  he  had  the 
entire  direction  of   the  bifhop  of  Chichefter,  and 

«  Chron.  T.Wykes,  p.  6$.  f  Ibid. 

8  Rymer,  vol.  i.  p.  793.    Brady's  App.  No.  313. 
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thereby  commanded  all  the  retaliations  of  the  council  chap. 
of  three,  who  could  appoint  or  difcard  at  pleafure  ^f^1". 
every  member  of  the  fupreme  council.  lz(iAm 

But  it  was  impoflible  that  things  could  long  re- 
main in  this  ftrange  fituation.  It  behoved  Leicefler 
either  to  defcend  with  fome  peril  into  the  rank  of  a 
fubject.,  or  to  mount  up  with  no  lefs  into  that  of  a 
Sovereign  ;  and  his  ambition,  unreflrained  either  by 
fear  or  by  principle,  gave  too  much  reafon  to  fufpedt 
him  of  the  latter  intention.  Meanwhile,  he  was 
expoied  to  anxiety  from  every  quarter  ;  and  felt  that 
the  fmalleff.  incident  was  capable  of  overturning 
that  immenfe  and  ill  cemented  fabric  which  he  had 
reared.  The  queen,  whom  her  hufband  had  left 
abroad,  had  collected  in  foreign  parts  an  army  of 
deiperate  adventurers,  and  had  aifembled  a  great 
number  of  mips,  with  a  view  of  invading  the  king- 
dom, and  of  bringing  relief  to  her  unfortunate 
family.  Lewis,  deterring  Leicefter's  ufurpations 
and  perjuries,  and  difgufted  at  the  Englifh  barons, 
who  had  refufed  to  fubmit  to  his  award,  fecretly 
favoured  all  her  enterprifes,  and  was  generally 
believed  to  be  making  preparations  for  the  fame 
purpofe.  An  Englifh  army,  by  the  pretended 
authority  of  the  captive  king,  was  aiTembled  on  the 
fea-coaft  to  oppofe  this  projected  invafion h ;  but 
Leicefler  owed  his  fafety  more  to  crofs  winds,  which 
long  detained  and  at  laii  difperfed  and  ruined  the 
queen's  fleet,  than  to  any  refiftance  which,  in  their 
prefent  fituation,  could  have  been  expected  from  the 
jEngliih. 

Leicester  found  himfelf  better  able  to  refill  the 
fpiritual  thunders  which  were  levelled  againft  him. 
The  pope,  Hill  adhering  to  the  king's  caufe  againft 
the  barons,  difpatched  cardinal  Guido  as  his  legate 
into  England,  with  orders  to  excommunicate,  by 
name,  the  three  earls,    Leiceiter,    Glocefler,    and 

h  Brady's  App.  'No.  ai6,  217.      Chrou.  Dunft.  vol  i.    p.  373'-. 
M-Weft.  p.  3rj. 
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chap.  Norfolk,  and  all  others  in  general,  who  concurred 
^J^l^j  *n  ^le  oppreffion  and  captivity  of  their  fovereign  \ 
3264.      Leicefter  menaced  the  legate  with  death,  if  he  fet 
foot  within  the  kingdom  ;    but  Guido,  meeting  in 
France  the  bifhops   of  Winch  efter,   London,    and 
Worcefter,  who  had  been  fent  thither  on  a  negotia- 
tion,  commanded  them,  under  the  penalty  of  eccle- 
fiaftical  cenfures,  to  carry  his  bull  into  England,  and 
to  publifh  it  againft  the  barons.     When  the  prelates 
arrived  off  the  coaft,  they  were  boarded  by  the  pi- 
ratical mariners  of  the  cinque-ports,  to  whom  pro- 
bably they  gave  a  hint  of  the  cargo  which  they 
brought  along  with  them  :    The  bull  was  torn  and 
thrown  into   the   fea ;    which    furniflied  the  artful 
prelates  with  a  plaufible  excufe  for  not  obeying  the 
orders  of  the  legate.  Leicefter  appealed  from  Guido 
to  the  pope  in  perfon  ;    but,  before  the  ambaifadors 
appointed  to  defend  his  caufe  could  reach  Rome, 
the  pope  was  dead  ;  and  they  found  the  legate  him- 
felf,  from  whom  they  had  appealed,  feated  on   the 
papal  throne,    by  the  name  of  Urban  IV.     That 
daring  leader  was  no  wife  difmayed  with  this  in- 
cident ;    and  as  he  found  that  a  great  part  of  his 
popularity  in  England  was  founded  on  his  oppofition 
to  the  court  of   Rome,   which  was  now   become 
odious,  he  perfifted  with  the  more  obftinacy  in  thq 
profecution  of  his  meafures. 
ia6s<  That  he  might  both  increafe  and  turn  to  advan* 

9.0th  Jan.  tage  njs  popularity,  Leicefter  fummoned  a  new  par- 
liament in  London,  where  he  knew  his  power  was 
uncontrollable;  and  he  fixed  this  arTembly  on  a  more 
democratical  bafis  than  any  which  had  ever  been 
fummoned  fince  the  foundation  of  the  monarchy, 
Befides  the  barons  of  his  own  party,  and  feveral 
ecclefiaftics,  who  were  not  immediate  tenants  of  the 
Houfe  of  crown  ;  he  ordered  returns  to  be  made  of  two  knights 
from  each  fhire,  and,  what  is  more  remarkable,  of 

i  Rymcr,  vol  i  p-  790,    Chron.Dunft  vol.  i,  p.  373. 
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deputies  from  the  boroughs,  an  order  of  men,  which,  c  h  a  P; 
in  former  ages,  had  always  been  regarded  as  too  XIL,» 
mean  to  enjoy  a  place  in  the  national  councils  k»  ia^_ 
This  period  is  commonly  efteemed  the  epoch  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  in  England  ;  and  it  is  certainly 
the  firft  time  that  hidorians  fpeak  of  any  reprefen- 
tatives  fent  to  parliament  by  the  boroughs.  In  all 
the  general  accounts  given  in  preceding  times  of 
thofe  affemblies,  the  prelates  and  barons  only  are 
mentioned  as  the  condituent  members ;  and  even 
in  the  mod  particular  narratives  delivered  of  parlia- 
mentary tranfactions,  as  in  the  trial  of  Thomas  a 
Becket,  where  the  events  of  each  day,  and  almoft  of 
each  hour,  are  carefully  recorded  by  contemporary 
authors ',  there  is  not,  throughout  the  whole,  the 
lead  appearance  of  a  houfe  of  commons.  But  though 
that  houfe  derived  its  exidence  from  fo  precarious, 
and  even  fo  invidious,  an  origin  as  Leicester's  ufurp- 
ation,  it  foon  proved,  when  fummoned  by  the  legal 
princes,  one  of  the  mod  ufeful,  and,  in  procefs  of 
time,  one  oi  the  mofl  powerful  members  of  the 
national  confhtution ;  and  gradually  refcued  the 
kingdom  from  aridocratical  as  well  as  from  regal 
tyranny.  But  Leiceder's  policy,  if  we  mud  afcribe 
to  him  fo  great  a  bleffing,  only  forwarded  by  fome 
years  an  inditution,  for  which  the  general  date  of 
things  had  already  prepared  the  nation  ;  and  it  is 
otherwife  inconceivable,  that  a  plant,  fet  by  fo 
inaufpicious  a  hand,  could  have  attained  to  fo 
vigorous  a  growth,  and  have  flourifhed  in  the  midd 
of  fuch  tempeds  and  convulfions.  The  feudal  fyf- 
tem,  with  which  the  liberty,  much  more  the  power, 
of  the  commons  was  totally  incompatible,  began 
gradually  to  decline ;  and  both  the  king  and  the 
commonalty, who  felt  its  inconveniences,  contributed 
to  favour  this  new  power,  which  was  more  fubmiilive 
thd,n  the  barons  to  the  regular  authority  of  the  crown, 

k  Rymer,  vol.  i.  p.  803. 
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CHAP.  arKj  at  the  fame  time  afforded  protection  to  the  in* 

V^.-^— „j  ferior  orders  of  the  ftate. 
1265.  Leicester,  having  thus  affeinbled  a  parliament  of 

his  own  model,  and  trufting  to  the  attachment  of  the 
populace  of  London,  feized  the  opportunity  of  crufh- 
ing  his  rivals  among  the  powerful  barons,  Robert 
de  Ferrars  earl  of  Derby  was  accufed  in  the  king's 
name,  feized,  and  committed  to  cuftody,  without 
being  brought  to  any  legal  trial  ra.  John  Gifford, 
menaced  with  the  fame  fate,  fled  from  London,  and 
took  fhelter  in  the  borders  of  Wales.  Even  the  earl 
of  Glocefier,  whofe  power  and  influence  had  fo  much 
contributed  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  barons,  but  who  of 
late  was  extremely  difguited  withLeiceiter's  arbitrary 
conduct,  found  himfelf  in  danger  from  the  prevailing 
authority  of  his  ancient  confederate  ;  and  he  retired 
from  parliament n.  This  known  diffenhon  gave 
courage  to  all  Leicester's  enemies  and  to  the  king's 
friends,  who  were  now  fure  of  protection  from  fo 
potent  a  leader.  Thaugh  Roger  Mortimer,  Hamond 
L'Eftrange,  and  other  powerful  marchers  of  Wales, 
had  been  obliged  to  leave  the  kingdom,  their  au- 
thority (till  remained  over  the  territories  fubjected 
to  their  jurifdicticn ;  and  there  were  many  others 
who  were  difpofed  to  give  difturbance  to  the  new 
government.  The  animofities,  infeparable  from  the 
feudal  ariftocracy,  broke  out  with  frefh  violence,  and 
threatened  the  kingdom  with  new  convuifions  and, 
diibrders. 

The  earl  of  Leicester,  furrounded  with  thefe  dif- 
ficulties, embraced  a  meafure,  from  which  he  hoped 
to  reap  fame  prefent  advantages,  but  which  proved 
in  the  end  the  fource  of  all  his  future  calamities. 
The  active  and  intrepid  prince  Edward  had  lan- 
guifhed  in  prifon  ever  fince  the  fatal  battle  of 
Lewis ;    and  as  he  was  extremely  popular  in  the 


*>»  Chron.  T.  Wylces,  p.  66.    Ann.  Waverl.  p.  a:6. 
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feingdom, 


HENRY     lit  213 

kingdom,  there  arofe  a  general  defire  of  feeing  him  CHAP, 
again  reiiored  to  liberty  °.  Leicefter  finding  that  he  ^J^^j 
could  with  difficulty  oppofe  the  concurring  wifhes  of  ,a^t 
the  nation,  ftipulated  with  the  prince,  that,  in  return, 
"he  mould  order  his  adherents  to  deliver  up  to  the 
barons  all  their  cailles,  particularly  thofe  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Wales ;  and  fhould  fwear  neither  to  depart 
the  kingdom  during  three  years,  nor  introduce  into 
it  any  foreign  forces p*  The  king  took  an  oath  to  the 
fame  effect,  and  he  alfo  paiTed  a  charter,  in  which  he 
confirmed  the  agreement  or  Mife  of  Lewes  ;  and 
even  permitted  his  fubjecls  to  rife  in  arms  againft 
him,  if  he  ihould  ever  attempt  to  infringe  it9.  So 
little  care  did  Leicefter  take,  though  he  coiiftantiy 
made  ufe  of  the  authority  of  this  captive  prince,  to 
preferve  to  him  any  appearance  of  royalty  or  kingly 
prerogatives ! 

In  confequence  of  this  treaty,  prince  Edward  was 
brought  into  Weftminfter-hall,  and  was  declared  free  jith  Mar, 
by  the  barons  :  But  inflead  of  really  recovering  his 
liberty,  as  he  had  vainly  expected,  he  found  that 
the  whole  tranfa&ion  was  a  fraud  on  the  part  of 
Leicefter;  that  he  himfelf  (till  continued  a  prifoner 
at  large,  and  was  guarded  by  the  emiifaries  of  that 
nobleman  ;  and  that,  while  the  faction  reaped  all  the 
benefit  from  the  performance  of  his  part  of  the  treaty, 
care  was  taken  that  he  Ihould  enjoy  no  advantage  by 
it.  As  Gloeefter,  ori  his  rupture  with  the  barons, 
had  retired  for  fafety  to  his  eltates  on  the  borders  ot 
Wales  5  Leicefter  followed  him  with  an  army  to 
Hereford  r,  continued  ftili  to  menace  and  negotiate  ; 
and  that  he  might  add  authority  to  his  caufe,  he 
carried  both  the  king  and  prince  along  with  him. 
The  earl  of  Glocefter  here  concerted  with  young 
Edward  the  manner  of  that  prince's  eicape.  He 
found  means  to  convey  to  him  afiorfe  of  extraordinary 

0  Knyghton,  p.  2451.  P  Ann.  Waverl.  p.  i  6. 

1  Blackifton's  Mag.  Charta.     Chron.  Dun  ft,  vol.  i.  p.  37S. 
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C  H  A  p.  fwiftnefs ;  and  appointed  Roger  Mortimer,  who  had 
.^j1,       returned  into  the  kingdom,  to  be  ready  at  hand  with 
"TT^T""   a  fmall  party  to  receive  the  prince,  and  to  guard  hhr) 
aSth  May.  t0  a  place  of  fafety.     Edward  pretended  to  take  the 
air  with  forne  of  Leicester's  retinue,  who  were  his 
guards ;  and  making  matches  between  their   horfes, 
after  he  thought  he  had  tired  and  blown  them  fuffi- 
ciently,  he  fuddenly  mounted  Glocefler's  horfe,  and 
called  to  his  attendants,  that  he  had  long   enough 
enjoyed  the  pleafure  of  their  company,  and  now  bid 
them   adieu.     They  followed  him  for   fome  time, 
without  being  able  to  overtake  him  ;  and   the  ap- 
pearance of  Mortimer   with   his    company  put   an 
end  to  their  purfuit. 

The  royalifts,  fecretly  prepared  for  this  event, 
immediately  flew  to  arms  j  and  the  joy  of  this 
gallant  prince's  deliverance,  the  oppreffions  under 
which  the  nation  laboured,  the  expectation  of  a  new 
fcene  of  affairs,  and  the  countenance  of  the  earl  of 
Glocefter,  procured  Edward  an  army  which  Lei- 
teller  was  utterly  unable  to  withftand.  This  no-* 
bleman  found  himfelf  in  a  remote  quarter  of  the 
kingdom  ;  furrounded  by  his  enemies ;  barred  froni 
all  communication  with  his  friends  by  the  Severne, 
whofe  bridges  Edward  had  broken  down  j  and 
obliged  to  fight  the  caufe  of  his  party  under  thefe 
multiplied  difadvantages.  In  this  extremity  he  wrote 
to  his  for*  Simon  de  Montfort,  to  flatten  from  Lon- 
don with  an  army  for  his  relief;  and  Simon  had  ad-* 
vanced  to  Kenilworth  with  that  view,  where  fan- 
cying that  all  Edward's  force  and  attention  were 
directed  againfl  his  father,  he  lay  feeure  and  un* 
guarded.  But  the  prince,  making  a  fudden  "and 
forced  march,  furprifed  him  in  his  camp,  difperfed 
his  army,  and  took  the  earl  of  Oxford  and  many 
other  noblemen  prifoners,  afmoft  without  ren  fiance. 
Leicefter,  ignorant  of  his  fon's  fate,  palled  the  Se- 
verne in  boats  during  EdwardV  abfence,  and  lay  at 
Evefham,  in  expectation  of  being  every  hour  joined 
by  his  friends  from  London :  When  the  prince,  who 
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availed  himfelf  of  every   favourable   moment,  ap-  C  HAP. 
Reared  in  the  field   before  him.     Edward   made  a  x^^^j 
body  of  his  troops  advance  from  the  road  which  led      I2g5. 
to  Kenilworth,  and  ordered  them  to  carry  the  ban-  Battk  of 
tiers  taken  from  Simon's  army  ;  while  he   himfelf  and  death 
making  a  circuit  with  the  reft  of  his  forces,  purpofed  of  Lei- 
to  attack  the  enemy  on  the  other  quarter.     Leicefter  2hAugf 
was  long  deceived  by  this  ftratagem,  and  took  one 
divifion  of  Edward's  army  for   his  friends ;  but  at 
laft,  perceiving  his  miftake,  and  obferving  the  great 
fuperiority  and  excellent  difpofition  of  the  royalifts, 
he  exclaimed  that  they  had  learned  from  him  the 
art  of  war ;  adding,  "  The  Lord  have  mercy  on 
"  our  fouls,  for  I  fee  our  bodies  are  the  prince's !" 
The   battle  immediately  began,    though    on  very 
Unequal  terms.     Leicefter's  army,  by  living  on  the 
mountains  of  Wales  without  bread,  which  was  not 
then  much  ufed  among    the  inhabitants,  had  been 
extremely  weakened  by  ficknefs  and  defertion,  and 
was  foon  broken  by  the  victorious  royalifts  ;  while 
his  Welfh   allies,    accuftomed   only  to  a  defultory 
kind  of  war,  immediately  took  to  flight,  and  were 
purfued  with    great    Slaughter.     Leicefter   himfelf, 
aiking  for  quarter,    was  flain  in   the   heat  of  the 
action,  with  his  eldeft   fon  Henry,  Hugh    le  De- 
fpenfer,  and  about  an  hundred  and  fixty  knights, 
and  many  other  gentlemen  of  his  party.     The  old 
king  had  been  purpofely  placed  by  the  rebels  in  the 
front  of  the  battle  ;  and  being  clad  in  armour,  and 
thereby   not  known  by  his  friends,  he  received  a 
Wound,  and  was  in  danger  of  his  life  :  But   crying 
out,  /  am  Henry  of  Winchejier^  your  king,    he   was 
faved  ;  and  put  in  a  place  of  fafety  by  his  fon,  who 
flew  to  his  refcue. 

The  violence,  ingratitude,  tyranny,  rapacity,  and 
treachery  of  the  earl  of  Leicefter,  give  a  very  bad 
idea  of  his  moral  character,  and  make  us  regard 
his  death  as  the  molt  fortunate  event  which  in  this 
conjuncture   could  have   happened  to   the   Englifli 
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G  H  A  P.  nation  :  Yet  rauit  we  allow  the  man  to  have  pofierTed 
<J^l^.  great  abilities,  and  the  appearance  of  great  virtues* 
ia6j.  who,  though  a  flranger,  could  at  a  time  when 
ftrangers  were  the  moft  odious  and  the  mod  univer- 
fallj  decried,  have  acquired  fo  extenfive  an  interefl 
in  the  kingdom,  and  have  fo  nearly  paved  his  way 
to  the  throne  itfelf.  His  military  capacity,  and  his 
political  craft,  were  equally  eminent :  He  poflefTed 
the  talents  both  of  governing  men  and  conducting 
bufinefs :  And  though  his  ambition  was  boundlefs, 
it  feems  neither  to  have  exceeded  his  courage  nor 
his  genius  ;  and  he  had  the  happinefs  of  making  the 
low  populace,  as  well  as  the  haughty  barons,  co- 
operate towards  the  fuccefs  of  his  felfifh  and  dan- 
gerous purpofes.  A  prince  of  greater  abilities  and 
vigour  than  Henry  might  have  directed  the  talents 
of  this  nobleman  either  to  the  exaltation  of  his 
throne,  or  to  the  good  of  his  people  :  But  the  ad- 
vantages given  to  Leicester,  by  the  weak  and  variable 
adminiltration  of  the  king,  brought  on  the  ruin  of 
royal  authority,  and  produced  great  confufions  in 
the  kingdom,  which,  however,  in  the  end  preferved 
and  extremely  improved  national  liberty,  and  the 
conftitution.  His  popularity,  even  after  his  death, 
continued  lb  great,  that  though  he  was  excommu- 
nicated by  Rome,  the  people  believed  him  to  be  a 
faint ;  and  many  miracles  were  laid  to  be  wrought 
upon  his  tomb  5. 
Settle-  The   victory  of  Evefnam,     with  the   death   of 

Senit  «  Leiceiter,  proved  decifive  in  favour  of  the  royalifts, 
teraxnent.  and  made  an  equal  though  an  oppofite  imprefhon 
on  friends  and  enemies  in  every  part  of  England. 
The  king  of  the  Romans  recovered  his  liberty  :  The 
other  prisoners  of  the  royal  party  were  not  only 
freed  but  courted  by  their  keepers :  Fitz-Richard^ 
the  feditio.us  mayor  of  London,  who  had  marked 
out  forty  of  the  mod  wealthy  citizens  for  slaughter, 

»  Chron.de  Mailr.  p- 232. 
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immediately  flopped  his  hand  on  receiving  intelli-  chap. 
gence  of  this  great  event :  And  almoft  all  the  catties,       XIL 
garrifoned  by  the  barons,  haftened  to  make  their      u6j# 
fubmiffions,    and  to  open  their  gates  to  the  king. 
The  ifle  of  Axholme  alone,  and  that  of  Ely,  trult- 
ing  to  the  ftrength  of  their  fituatiori,    ventured  to 
make  refiflance  ;    but  were  at  lad  reduced,  as  well 
as  the  caftle  of  Dover,  by  the  valour  and  activity  of 
prince  Edward  l.    Adam  de  Gourdon,  a  courageous      ta£^ 
baron,  maintained  himfelf  during  fome  time  in  the 
forefts   of  Hampfhire,    committed  depredations  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  obliged  the  prince  to  lead 
a  body  of  troops  into  that   country  againft  him. 
Edward  attacked  the  camp  of  the  rebels ;  and  being 
tranfported  by  the  ardour  of   battle,    leaped    over 
the  trench  with  a  few  followers,    and  encountered 
Gourdon  in  fmgle  combat.     The  victory  was  long 
difDuted  between  thefe  valiant  combatants :  but  ended 
at  lad  in  the  prince's  favour,  who  wounded  his  anta- 
gonifl:,  threw  him  from  his  horfe,  and  took  him  pri- 
soner*    He  not  only  gave  him  his  life ;    but  intro- 
duced him  that  very  night  to  the  queen  at  Guild- 
ford, procured  him  his  pardon,  reftored  him  to  his 
eilate,  received  him  into  favour,  and  was  ever  after 
faithfully  ferved  by  him  u. 

A  total  victorv  of  the  Sovereign  over  fo  exten- 
five  a  rebellion  commonly  produces  a  revolution  of 
government,  and  ftrengthens,  as  well  as  enlarges 
for  fome  time  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown  :  Yet 
no  Sacrifices  of  national  libertv  were  made  on  this  oc- 
cafion  j  the  Great  Charter  remained  Hill  inviolate  ; 
and  the  king,  fenfible  that  his  own  barons,  by  whofe 
afliflance  alone  he  had  prevailed,  were  no  lefs  jealous 
of  their  independence  than  the  other  party,  Seems 
thenceforth  to  have  more  carefully  abflained  from 
all  thofe  exertions  of  power  which  had  afforded 
fo  plaufible  a  pretence  to  the  rebels.    The  clemency 

*  $f.  Paris,  p.  676.    W.  Heming,  p  <?$.    u  M.  Paris,  p  675. 
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C  H  A  P.  of  this  victory  is  alfo  remarkable  :  No  blood  w&$ 
XIL  flied  on  the  fcaffold :  No  attainders,  except  of  the 
j*66.  Mountfort  family,  were  carried  into  execution  :  And 
though  a  parliament  affembled  at  Winchefter  at- 
tainted all  thofe  who  had  borne  arms  againft  the 
king,  eafy  compofitions  were  made  with  them  for 
their  iandsvv ;  and  the  higheft  fum  levied  on  the  moft 
obnoxious  offenders  exceeded  not  five  years  rent  of* 
their  eflate.  Even  the  earl  of  Derby,  who  again 
rebelled,  after  having  been  pardoned  and  reftored  to 
his  fortune,  was  obliged  to  pay  only  feven  years 
rent,  and  was  a  fecond  time  reftored.  The  mild 
difpofition  of  the  king,  and  the  prudence  of  the 
prince,  tempered  the  infolence  of  victory-,  and  gra- 
dually reftored  order  to  the  feveral  members  of  the 
ftate,  disjointed  by  fo  long  a  continuance  of  civil 
wars  and  commotions. 

The  city  of  London,  which  had  carried  farther! 
the  rage  and  animofity  againft  the  king,  and  which 
feemed  determined  to  ftand  upon  its  defence  after 
almoft  all  the  kingdom  had  fubmitted,  was,  after 
fome  interval,  reftored  to  moft  of  its  liberties  and 
privileges  ;  and  Fitz- Richard  the  mayor,  who  had 
been  guilty  of  fo  much  illegal  violence,  was  only 
punifhed  by  fine  and  imprifonment.  The  counters  of 
Leicefter,  the  king's  filter,  who  had  been  extremely 
forward  in  all  attacks  on  the  royal  family,  was  dif* 
mined  the  kingdom,  with  her  two  fons,  Simon  and 
Guy,  who  proved  very  ungrateful  for  this  lenity* 
Five  years  afterwards,  they  alfafTmated,  at  Viterbo 
in  Italy,  their  coufm  Henry  d'Allmaine,  who  at  that 
very  time  was  endeavouring  to  make  their  peace 
with  the  king  ;  and  by  taking  fanctuaty  in  the  church 
of  the  FrancifcanSj  they  efcaped  the  punimment  due 
to  fo  great  an  enormity  x. 
"***>7«  The  merits  of  the  earl  of  Gloeefter,  after  he  re* 

turned  to  his  allegiance,    had  been  fo  great  in  re- 

*  M.  Paris,  p.  675.  x  Rymer,  vol.  i.  P-S79-  vol.  ii.  p.  4j  S' 
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Aoring  the  prince  to  his  liberty,  and  affifting  him  chap. 
in  his  victories  againft  the  rebellious  barons,  that  it  *n 
Was  almoft  impoftible  to  content  him  in  his  de^  1%^. 
mands  ;  and  his  youth  and  temerity  as  well  as  his 
great  power  tempted  him,  on  fome  new  difguft,  to 
raife  again  the  flames  of  rebellion  in  the  kingdom. 
The  mutinous  populace  of  London  at  his  mitiga- 
tion took  to  arms  ;  and  the  prince  was  obliged  to 
levy  an  army  of  30,0^0  men,  in  order  to  fupprefs 
them.  Even  this  feccnd  rebellion  did  not  provoke 
the  king  to  any  act.  of  cruelty ;  and  the  earl  of 
Glocefler  himfelf  efcaped  with  total  impunity.  He 
was  only  obliged  to  enter  into  a  bond  of  20,000 
marks  that  he  fhould  never  again  be  guilty  of  re- 
bellion :  A  ftrange  method  of  enforcing  the  laws, 
and  a  proof  of  the  dangerous  independence  of  the 
barons  in  thofe  ages !  Thefe  potent  nobles  were, 
from  the  danger  of  the  precedent,  averfe  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws  of  forfeiture  and  felony  againfb 
any  of  their  fellows ;  though  they  could  not,  with 
a  good  grace,  refufe  to  concur  in  obliging  them  to 
fulfil  any  voluntary  contract  and  engagement  into 
which  they  had  entered. 

The  prince  finding  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom  to-  "7q» 
lerably  compofed,  was  feduced  by  his  avidity  for 
glory,  and  by  the  prejudices  of  the  age,  as  well  as 
by  the  earneft  folicitations  of  the  king  of  France,  to 
undertake  an  expedition  againft  the  infidels  in  the 
Holy  Land  y ;  and  he  endeavoured  previoufiy  to 
fettle  the  ftate  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  dread  no  bad 
effe&s  from  his  abfence.  As  the  formidable  power 
and  turbulent  difpofition  of  the  earl  of  Glocefler 
gave  him  apprehenlions,  he  infilled  on  carrying  him 
along  with  him,  in  confequenqe  of  a  vow  which  that 
nobleman  had  made  to  undertake  the  fame  voyage  : 
In  the  meantime,    he  obliged  him  to  relign  fome 

t  M.  Pars,  p  677.     , 
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cHAP.  of  his  caftles,  and  to  enter  into  a  new  bond  not  tft 
XI1,  difturb  the  peace  of  the  kingdom1.  He  failed  from 
ja7Qj  England  with  an  army ;  and  arrived  in  Lewis's 
camp  before  Tunis  in  Africa,  where  he  found  that 
monarch  already  dead,  from  the  intemperance  of 
the  climate  and  the  fatigues  of  his  enterprife.  The 
great,  if  not  cnly  weaknefs  of  this  prince  in  his 
government,  was  the  imprudent  pafTion  for  crufadeB) 
but  it  was  his  zeal  chiefly  that  procured  him  from 
the  clergy  the  title  of  St.  Lewis,  by  which  he  is 
k^cwn  in  the  French  hiilcry ;  and  if  that  appella- 
tion had  not  been  fo  extremely  proflituted  as  to  be- 
come rather  a  term  of  reproach,  he  feems  by  his 
uniform  probity  and  goodnefs,  as  well  as  his  piety, 
to  have  fully  merited  the  title.  He  was  fucceeded 
by  his  fon  Philip,  denominated  the  Hardy  ;  a  prince 
or  fome  merit,  though  much  inferior  to  that  of  his 
father. 
Izyu  Prince  Edward,  not  difcouraged  by  this  event, 

continued  his  voyage  to  the  Holy  Land,  where  he 
fignalized  himfelf  by  acts  of  valour ;  revived  the 
glory  of  the  Englifh  name  in  thofe  parts ;  and 
{truck  fuch  terror  into  the  Saracens,  that  they  em- 
ployed an  alTaffin  to  murder  him,  who  wounded  him 
in  the  arm,  but  periihed  in  the  attempt3.  Mean- 
while, his  abience  from  England  was  attended  with 
•many  of  thofe  pernicious  confequences  which  had 
been  dreaded  from  it.  The  laws  were  not  executed  S 
The  barons  oppreifed  the  common  people  with  im- 
punity b :  They  gave  fhelter  on  their  eftates  to 
bands  of  robbers,  whom  they  employed  in  com- 
mitting ravages  on  the  eflates  of  their  enemies :  The 
populace  of  London  returned  to  their  ufual  licen* 
tioufnefs  :  And  the  old  king,  unequal  to  the  bur- 
then of  public  affairs,  called  aloud  for  his  gallant 


*  Chron.  T.  Wykes,  p.  90,  a  M.  Pari?,  p.  678,  679,, 
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foil  to  returnc,   and   to  affift  him  in  fwaying  that  chap. 
feeptre  which  was  ready  to  drop  from  his  feeble  and       XIL 
irrefolute  hands.     At  laft,  overcome  by  the  cares  of     lzlu 
government   and  the  infirmities  of  age,  he  vifibly 
declined,  and  he  expired  at  St.  Edmondfbury,  in  the     *--*• 
64th  year  of  his  age,  and  56th  of  his  reign  ;  the  x  J>eath** 
longefl  reign  that  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  Englifh 
annals.     His  brother,  the  king  of  the  Romans  (for 
he  never  attained  the  title  of  emperor),  died  about 
jfeven  months  before  him. 

The  mod  obvious  circumftance  of  Henry's  cha-  and  cha- 
racter is,  his  incapacity  for  government,  which  ren-  rj"ae,r.Qf 
dered  him  as  much  a  prifoner  in  the  hands  of  his 
own  miniiters  and  favourites,,  and  as  little  at  his  own 
difpofal,  as  when  detained  a  captive  in  the  hands  of 
his  enemies.  From  this  fource,  rather  than  from 
jnfincerity  or  treachery,  arofe  his  negligence  in  ob- 
ferving  his  promifes ;  and  he  was  too  eafily  induced, 
for  the  fake  of  prefent  convenience,  to  facrifice  the 
lafting  advantages  arifing  from  the  trull  and  confi- 
dence of  his  people.  Hence  too  were  derived  his 
profufion  to  favourites,  his  attachment  to  flrangers, 
the  variablenefs  of  his  conduct,  his  hafty  refentments, 
and  his  fudden  forgivenefs  and  return  of  affection. 
Jnftead  of  reducing  the  dangerous  power  of  his  no- 
bles, by  obliging  them  to  obferve  the  laws  towards 
their  inferiors,  and  fettingthem  the  falutary  example 
in  his  own  government ;  he  was  feduced  to  imitate 
their  conduct,  and  to  make  his  arbitrary  will,  or 
rather  that  of  his  minifters,  the  rule  of  his  actions. 
Jnftead  of  accommodating  himfelf,  by  a  ltrict  fru- 
gality to  the  embarraiTed  fituation  in  which  his  re- 
venue had  been  left,  by  the  military  expeditions  of 
his  uncle-,  the  diffipations  of  his  father,  and  the 
ufurpations  of  the  barons ;  he  was  tempted  to  levy 
money  by  irregular  exactions,  which,  without  en- 
riching himfelf,  impoveriihed,  at  lead  difgufted,  his 

9  Rymer,  vol,i.  p.  869,    M.  Paris,  p.  67$, 
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people.  Of  all  men  nature  feemed  leaft  to  have 
fitted  him  for  being  a  tyrant  j  yer  are  there  inftances 
of  oppreffion  in  his  reign  which,  though  derived 
from  the  precedents  left  him  by  his  predecrfibrs,  had 
been  carefully  guarded  againft  by  the  Great  Charter, 
and  are  inconfiitent  with  all  rules  of  good  govern- 
ment. And  on  the  whole  we  may  fay,  that  greater 
abilities  with  his  good  difpofitions,  would  have  pre- 
vented him  from  falling  into  his  faults  ;  or,  with 
worfe  dilpofitions,  would  have  enabled  him  to  main- 
tain and  defend  them. 

Tins  prince  was  noted  for  his  piety  and  devotion., 
,  and  his  regular  attendance  on  public  worfhip  ;  and 

a  faying  of  his  on  that  head  is  much  celebrated  by 
ancient  writers.  He  was  engaged  in  a  difpute  with 
Lewis  IX.  of  France,  concerning  the  preference 
between  fermons  and  maffes :  He  maintained  the 
fuperiority  of  the  latter,  and  affirmed  that  he  would 
rather  have  one  hour's  conversation  with  a  friend, 
than  hear  twenty  the  molt  elaborate  difcourfes  pro- 
nounced in  his  praife  e. 

Henry  left  two  fons,  Edward  his  fuccefibr,  and 

Edmond   earl   of  Lancafler ;    and    two   daughters, 

Margaret  queen  of  Scotland,  and  Beatrix  dutchefs  of 

Britanny.     He  had  five  other  children,  who  died  in 

their  infancy. 

Mifcella-        The  following  are  the  mod  remarkable  laws  en- 

neous        a&ed  during  this  reign.     There  had  been  great  dif- 

tions  of     putes  between  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  courts  con- 

this  rdgn.  cerning  baftardy.     The  common  law  had  deemed  ail 

thofe  to  be  ba/lards  who  were  born  before  wedlock  : 

By  the  canon  law  they  were  legitimate  :   And  when 

any  difpute  of  inheritance  arofe,  it  had  formerly  been 

ufual  for  the  civil  courts  to  iffue  writs  to  the  fpiritual, 

..directing  them  to  inquire  into  the  legitimacy  of  the 

perfon.     The    bifhop    always   returned    an  anfwer 

agreeable  to  the  canon  law,  though  contrary  to  the 

e  Walfing.  Edw.  I.  p.  43. 
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municipal  law  of  the  kingdom.     For  this  reafon  the  CHAP. 
civil  courts  had  changed  the  terms  or  their  writ ;  and  *j 

inftead  of  requiring  thefpiritual  courts  to  -make  in-  ~"7a;a. 
quifition  concerning  the  legitimacy  of  the  perfon, 
they  only  propofed  the  fimple  quelticn  of  fa£r,  whe- 
ther he  were  born  before  or  after  wedlock  ?  The 
prelates  complained  of  this  practice  to  the  parlia- 
ment affembled  at  Merton  in  the  twentieth  of  this 
king,  and  defired  that  the  municipal  law  might  be 
rendered  conformable  to  the  canon  :  But  received 
from  all  the  nobility  the  memorable  reply,  Nolu- 
vim  leges  Anglic  mutare,  We  will  not  change  the 
laws  of  England  f. 

After  the  civil  wars  the  parliament  fummoned 
at  Marlebridge  gave  their  approbation  to  mod  of  the 
ordinances  which  had  been  eltablifhed  by  the  reform- 
ing barons,  and  which,  though  advantageous  to  the 
fecurity  of  the  people,  had  not  received  the  fanc- 
tion  of  a  legal  authority.  Among  other  laws  it 
was  there  enacted,  that  all  appeals  from  the  courts 
of  inferior  lords  mould  be  carried  directly  to  the 
king's  courts,  without  palling  through  the  courts  of 
the  lords  immediately  fuperior  s.  It  was  ordained 
that  money  mould  bear  no  intereft  during  the  mi- 
nority of  the  debtor  h.  This  law  was  reafonable,  as 
the  eftates  of  minors  were  always  in  the  hands  of 
their  lords,  and  the  debtors  could  not  pay  interelfc 
where  they  had  no  revenue.  The  charter  of  king 
John  had  granted  this  indulgence  :  It  was  omitted 
in  that  of  Henry  III.  for  what  reafon  is  not  known  ; 
but  it  was  renewed  by  the  ftatute  of  Marlebridge. 
Mod  of  the  other  articles  of  this  ftatute  are  calcu- 
lated to  reftrain  the  oppreffion  of  fheriffs,  and  the 
violence  and  iniquities  committed  in  diftraining  cattle 
and  other  goods.  Cattle  and  the  inltruments  of 
huibandry  formed  at  that  time  the  chief  riches  of 
the  people, 

..  . 

{  Statute  of  Merton,  chap.  9.        *  Statute  of  Marleb.  chap.  so. 
fe  Ibid,  chap,  16. 
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c  hap.  jN  i^q  ^th  year  0f  tHis  king  an  affize  was  fixed 
of  bread,  the  price  of  which  was  fettled,  according 
to  the  different  prices  of  corn,  from  one  fhilling  a 
quarter,  to  kven  millings  and  fixpence ),  money  of 
that  age.  Thefe  great  variations  are  alone  a  proof 
of  bad  tillage  k  :  Yet  did  the  prices  often  rife  much 
higher  than  any  taken  notice  of  by  the  ftatute.  The 
Chronicle  of  Dunflable  tells  us,  that  in  this  reign, 
wheat  was  once  fold  for  a  mark,  nay,  for  a  pound  a 
quarter ;  that  is,  three  pounds  of  our  prefent  mo- 
ney K  The  fame  law  affords  us  a  proof  of  the  little 
communication  between  the  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
from  the  very  different  prices  which  the  fame  com- 
modity bore  at  the  fame  time.  A  brewer,  fays  the 
ftatute,  may  fell  two  gallons  of  ale  for  a  penny  in 
cities,  and  three  or  four  gallons  for  the  fame  price  in 
the  country.  At  prefent  fuck  commodities,  by  the 
great  confumption  of  the  people,  and  the  great  (locks 
of  the  brewers,  are  rather  cheapeft  in  cities.  The 
Chronicle  abovementioned  cbferves,  that  wheat 
one  year  was  fold  in  many  places  for  eight  millings 
a  quarter,  but  never  rofe  in  Dunflable  above  a 
crown. 

Though  commerce  was  frill  very  low,  it  feems 
rather  to  have  increaled  fince  the  Conquefl ;  at  leafl 
if  we  may  judge  of  the  increafe  of  money  by  the 
price  of  corn.  The  medium  between  the  higheft 
and  lowefl  prices  of  wheat  afligned  by  the  ftatute  is 
four  millings  and  three-pence  a  quarter,  that  ia 
twelve  millings  and  ninepence  of  our  prefent  mo- 
ney. This  is  near  half  of  the  middling  price  in  our 
time.  Yet  the  middling  price  of  cattle,  fo  late  as 
the  reign  of  king  Richard,  we  find   to  be  above 

5  Statutes  at  Large,  p.  6.  k  We  learn  from  Cicero's  Orations 
againft  "Verres,  lib.  in.  cap.  84.  92.  that  the  price  of  corn  in  Sic  ly 
was,  during  the  prxtorfhip  ofSacerdos,  five  Denarii  a  Modus; 
during  that  of  Verres,  which  immediately  fncceeded,  only  two  Se- 
fterces  :  That  is,  ten  times  lower ;  a  prefnmption,  or  rather  a  proof, 
of  the  very  bad  ftate  of  tillage  in  ancient  times, 

1  Sc  alfo  Xnyghton,  p.  1444. 
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eight,  near  ten  times  lower  than  the  prefent.  Is  not  CHAP, 
this  the  true  inference,  from  comparing  thefe  facts,  Xl 
that,  in  all  uncivilized  nations.,  cattle,  which  propa-  12f% 
gate  of  themfelves,  bear  always  a  lower  price  than 
corn,  which  requires  more  art  and  ftock  to  render 
it  plentiful  than  thofe  nations  are  posTeffed  of  ?  It  is 
to  be  remarked,  that  Henry's  affize  of  corn  was  co- 
pied from  a  preceding  affize  eltablifhed  by  king 
John;  confequently,  the  prices  which  we  have  here 
compared  of  corn  and  cattle  may  be  looked  on  as 
contemporary ;  and  they  were  drawn,  not  from  one 
particular  year,  but  from  an  estimation  of  the  mid- 
ling  prices  for  a  feries  of  years.  It  is  true,  the 
prices,  afligned  by  the  affize  of  Richard,  were  meant 
as  aflandard  for  the  accompts  of  fheriffs  and  efcheat- 
ors ;  and  as  considerable  profits  were  allowed  to 
thefe  ministers,  we  may  naturally  fuppofe,  that  the 
common  value  of  cattle  was  fomewhat  higher  :  Yet. 
(till,  fo  great  a  difference  between  the  prices  of  corn 
and  cattle  as  that  of  four  to  one,  compared  to  the 
prefent  rates,  affords  important  reflections  concern- 
ing the  very  different  ftate  of  induftry  and  tillage  in 
the  two  periods. 

Interest  had  in  that  age  amounted  to  an  enor- 
mous height,  as  might  be  expected  from  the  bar- 
barifm  of  the  times  and  men's  ignorance  of  com- 
merce. Inftances  occur  of  fifty  per  cent,  payed  for 
money  m.  There  is  an  edict  of  Philip  Auguftus 
near  this  period,  limiting  the  Jews  in  France  to  48 
per  cent. n  Such  profits  tempted  the  Jews  to  remain 
in  the  kingdom,  notwithstanding  the  grievous  op- 
preffions  to  which,  from  the  prevalent  bigotry  and 
rapine  of  the  age,  they  were  continually  expofed.  It 
is  eafy  to  imagine  how  precarious  their  Itate  mult 
have  been  under  an  indigent  prince,  fomewhat  re- 
strained in  his  tyranny  over  his  native  fubjects,  but 
who  poflesTed  an  unlimited  authority  over  the  Jews, 

ra  M  Paris,  p  586. 
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C  HA  p.  the  fole  proprietors  of  money  in  the  kingdom,  and 
\^~^J**j  hated,  on  account  of  their  riches,  their  religion,  and 
i372»  their  ufury :  Yet  will  our  ideas  fcarcely  come  up  to 
the  extortions  which,  in  fact,  we  find  to  have  been 
praclifed  upon  them.  In  the  year  1241,  20,000 
marks  were  exa&ed  from  them0:  Two  years  after, 
money  was  again  extorted ;  and  one  jew  alone, 
Aaron  of  York,  was  obliged  to  pay  above  4000 
marks p:  In  1250,  Henry  renewed  his  oppressions ; 
and  the  fame  Aaron  was  condemned  to  pay  him 
30,000  marks  upon  an  accufation  of  forgery  * :  Thes 
high  penalty  impofed  upon  him,  and  which,  it 
feems,  he  was  thought  able  to  pay,  is  rather  a  pre- 
fumption  of  his  innocence  than  of  his  guilt.  In 
1255,  the  king  demanded  8000  marks  from  the 
Jews,  and  threatened  to  hang  them  if  they  refufed 
compliance.  They  now  loft  all  patience,  and  de- 
fired  leave  t©  retire  with  their  effects  out  of  the 
kingdom.  But  the  king  replied  :  <f  How  can  I  re- 
'•  medy  the  oppreffions  you  complain  of?  I  am  my- 
felf  a  beggar.  I  am  fpoited,  I  am  ftripped  of 
all  my  revenues :  I  owe  above  200,000  marks ; 
and  if  I  had  faid  300,000,  I  mould  not  exceed 
the  truth  :  I  am  obliged  to  pay  my  fon  prince 
Edward  15,000  marks  a  year  :  I  have  not  a  far- 
thing ;  and  I  muft  have  money,  from  any  hand, 
from  any  quarter,  or  by  any  means."  He  then 
delivered  oyer  the  Jews  to  the  earl  of  Cornwal,  that 
thofe  whom  the  one  brother  had  flayed,  the  other 
might  embowel,  to  make  ufe  of  the  words  of  the 
hiitorian r.  King  John,  his  father,  once  demanded 
10,000  marks  from  a  Jew  of  Briftol ;  and  on  his 
refufal,  ordered  one  of  his  teeth  to  be  drawn  every 
day  till  he  mould  comply.  The  Jew  loft  feven 
teeth  ;  and  then  paid  the  fum  required  of  him  s. 
One  talliage  laid  upon  the  Jews  in  1243  amounted 

•  M.  Paris,  p.  372.  P  Tbid.  p.  410.  1  Ibid.  p.  525. 

*  Ibid.  p.  606.  '   «  ibid.  p.  160, 
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tt>  £0,000  marks  * ;  a  fum  equal  to  the  whole  yearly- 
revenue  of  the  crown. 

To  give  a  better  pretence  for  extortions,  the  im-  x^z 
probable  and  abfurd  accufation,  which  has  been  at 
different  times  advanced  againft  that  nation,  was 
revived  in  England,  that  they  had  crucified  a  child 
in  derifion  of  the  furFerings  of  Ghrift.  Eighteen  of 
them  were  hanged  at  once  for  this  crime  u :  Though 
it  is  no  wife  credible,  that  even  the  antipathy  born 
them  by  the  Chriftians,  and  the  oppre'Iions  under 
which  they  laboured,  would  ever  ha  ye  pufhed  them 
to  be  guilty  of  that  dangerous  enormity.  But  it  is 
natural  to  imagine,  that  a  race,  expofed  to  fuch  in* 
iults  and  indignities,  both  from  king  and  people, 
and  who  had  lb  uncertain  an  enjoyment  of  their 
riches,  would  carry  ulury  to  the  utmoft  extremity, 
and  by  their  great  profits  make  themfelves  fome 
compenfation  for  their  continual  perils. 

Though  thefe  acts  of  violence  againfl  the  Jews 
proceeded  much  from  bigotry,  they  were  ftill  more 
derived  from  avidity  and  rapine.  So  far  from  de- 
firing  in  that  age  to  convert  them,  it  was  enacted 
by  law  in  France,  that,  if  any  jew  embraced  Chrif- 
tianity,  he  forfeited  all  his  goods,  without  exception, 
to  the  king  or  his  fuperior  lord.  Thefe  plunderers 
were  careful,  left  the  profits  accruing  from  their  do- 
minion over  that  unhappy  race  mould  be  diminiihed 
by  their  converfion  w. 

Commerce  muff  be  in  a  wretched  condition, 
where  intereft  was  fo  high,  and  where  the  fole  pro- 
prietors of  money  employed  it  in  ufury  only,  and 
were  expofed  to  fuch  extortion  and  injuflice.  But 
the  bad  police  of  the  country  was  another  obflacle 
to  improvements ;  and  rendered  all  communication 
dangerous,  and  all  property  precarious.  The  Chro- 
nicle ol  Dunftable  fays  x,  that  men  were  never  fe- 
cure  in  their  houfes,  and  that  whole,  villages  were 

1  Madox,  p.  15Z.  u  M  Paris,  p.  6ij.  w  Bruflel, 

vol.  i.  p.  b%%.    Du  Cange,  verbo  Judai.  *  Vol.  i.  p   15J. 
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c  hap.  often  plundered  by  bands  of  robbers,  though  n<X 
^1,^  civil  wars  at  that  time  prevailed  in  the  kingdom.  In 
1272.  1249,  fome  years  before  the  infurrection  of  the  ba- 
rons, two  merchants  of  Brabant  came  to  the  king  at 
Winchefter,  and  told  him  that  they  had  been  fpoiled 
of  all  their  goods  by  certain  robbers,  whom  they 
knew,  becaufe  they  law  their  faces  every  day  in  his 
court  ;  that  like  practices  prevailed  all  over  Eng- 
land, and  travellers  were  continually  expofed  to  the 
danger  of  being  robbed,  bound,  wounded,  and  mur- 
dered ;  that  thefe  crimes  efcaped  with  impunity,  be- 
caufe the  minifters  of  juflice  themfelves  were  in  a 
confederacy  with  the  robbers  ;  and  that  they,  for 
their  part,  inftead  of  bringing  matters  to  a  fruitlefs 
trial  by  law,  were  willing,  though  merchants,  to  de- 
cide their  caufe  with  the  robbers  by  arms  and  a  duel. 
The  king,  provoked  at  thefe  abufes,  ordered  a  jury 
to  be  inclofed,  and  to  try  the  robbers  :  The  jury, 
though  confiding  of  twelve  men  of  property  in 
Hampshire,  were  found  to  be  alfo  in  a  confederacy 
with  the  felons,  and  acquitted  them.  Henry,  in  a 
rage,  committed  the  jury  to  prifon,  threatened  them 
with  fevere  punimment,  and  ordered  a  new  jury  to 
be  inclofed,  who,  dreading  the  fate  of  their  fellows, 
at  lad  found  a  verdict  againft  the  criminals.  Many 
of  the  kind's  own  houfehold  were  discovered  to  have 
participated  in  the  guilt ;  and  they  laid,  for  their 
excufe,  that  they  received  no  wages  from  him,  and 
were  obliged  to  rob  for  a  maintenance  ?.  Knights 
and  efquires,  fays  the  Dictum  of  Kenelworth,  who 
were  robbers,  if  they  have  no  land,  Jhall  pay  the  half 
of  their  goods,  and  find  fuffcieni  fecurity  to  keep 
henceforth  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.  Such  were  the 
manners  of  the  times  ! 

One  can  the  lefs  repine,  during  the  prevalence 
of  fuch  manners,  at  the  frauds  and  forgeries  of  the 
clergy  ;    as  it  gives  lefs  disturbance  to  fociety,  to 

1 
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take  men's  money  from  them  with  their  own  con- 
fent,  though  by  deceits  and  lies,  than  to  ravifh  it  by 
open  force  and  violence.  During  this  reign  the  I27'2 
papal  power  was  at  its  fummit,  and  was  even  be- 
ginning infenfibly  to  decline,  by  reafon  of  the  irri- 
meafurable  avarice  and  extortions  of  the  court  of 
Rome,  which  difgufted  the  clergy  as  well  as  laity, 
in  every  kingdom  of  Europe.  England  itlelf, 
though  funk  in  the  deeped  abyfs  of  ignorance  and 
fu perdition,  had  ferioufly  entertained  thoughts  of 
making  off  the  papal  yoke  z ;  and  the  Roman  pon- 
tiff was  obliged  to  think  of  new  expedients  for 
rivetting  it  fader  upon  the  Chriftian  world.  For 
this  purpofe  Gregory  IX.  publifhed  his  decretals3; 
which  are  a  collection  of  forgeries,  favourable  to  the 
court  of  Rome,  and  coniiil  of  the  fuppofed  decrees 
of  popes  in  the  firft  centuries.  But  thefe  forgeries 
are  fo  grofs,  and  confound  fo  palpably  all  language, 
hiitory,  chronology,  and  antiquities  ;  matters  more 
ftubborn  than  any  fpeculative  truths  whatsoever ; 
that  even  that  church,  which  is  not  ftartled  at  the 
moil  monftrous  contradictions  and  ablurdities,  has 
been  obliged  to  abandon  them  to  the  critics.  But 
in  the  dark  period  of  the  thirteenth  century  they 
paffed  for  undifputed  and  authentic ;  and  men,  en- 
tangled in  the  mazes  of  this  falfe  literature,  joined 
to  the  philofophy,  equally  falfe,  of  the  times,  had 
nothing  wherewithal  to  defend  themfelves,  but  fome 
fmall  remains  of  common  fenfe,  which  paffed  lor 
profanenefs  and  impiety,  and  the  indelible  regard  to 
felf-intereft,  which,  as  it  was  the  fole  motive  in  the 
priefts  for  framing  thefe  impoflures,  ferved  alfo,  in 
iome  degree,  to  protect  the  laity  againft  them. 

Another  expedient,  devifed  by  the  church  of 
Rome,  in  this  period,  for  fecuring  her  power,  was 
the  inflitution  of  new  religious  orders,  chiefly  the 
Dominicans  and  Francifcans,    who  proceeded  with 
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chap,  all  the  zeal  and  fuccefs  that  attend  novelties ;  were 
better  qualified  to  gain  the  populace  than  the  old 
orders,  now  become  rich  and  indolent ;  maintained 
a  perpetual  rivalfhip  with  each  other  in  promoting 
their  gainful  fuperftitions  ;  and  acquired  a  great  do- 
minion over  the  minds,  and  confequently  over  the 
purfes  of  men,  by  pretending  a  defire  of  poverty 
and  a  contempt  for  riches.  The  quarrels  which 
arofe  between  thefe  orders,  lying  ftili  under  thecon- 
troul  of  the  fovereign  pontiff,  never  difturbed  the 
peace  of  the  church,  and  ferved  only  as  a  fpur  to 
their  induftry  in  promoting  the  common  caufe  ;  and 
though  the  Dominicans  loft  fome  popularity  by 
their  denial  of  the  immaculate  conception,  a  point 
in  which  they  unwarily  engaged  too  far  to  be  able 
to  recede  with  honour,  they  counterbalanced  this 
difadvantage  by  acquiring  more  folid  eftablimments, 
by  gaining  the  confidence  of  kings  and  princes,  and 
by  exercifing  the  jurifdiclion  affigned  them,  of  ulti- 
mate judges  and  punifhers  of  herefy.  Thus,  the 
feveral  orders  of  monks  became  a  kind  of  regular 
troops  or  garrifons  of  the  Romifh  church  ;  and 
though  the  temporal  intereils  of  fociety,  {fill  more 
the  caufe  of  true  piety,  were  hurt,  by  their  various 
devices  to  captivate  the  populace,  they  proved  the 
chief  fupports  of  that  mighty  fabric  of  fuperltition, 
and,  till  the  revival  of  true  learning,  fecured  it 
from  any  dangerous  invafion. 

The  trial  by  ordeal  was  abolifhed  in  this  reign 
by  order  of  council :  A  faint  mark  of  improvement 
in  the  age  b. 

Henry  granted  a  charter  to  the  town  of  New- 
caftle,  in  which  he  gave  the  inhabitants  a  licence  to 
dig  coal.  This  is  the  firft  mention  of  coal  in  Eng- 
land. 

We  learn  from  Madoxc,  that  this  king  gave 
at  one   time    ico   millings  to  mailer  Henry,    his 

b  Rymcr,  vol  i.  p.  328.    Spdman,  p.  32,6. 
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poet :   Alfo  the  fame  year  he  orders  this  poet  ten  c  h  a  p. 

*  j  VII 

pounds. 

It  appears  from  Selden,  that  in  the  47th  of  this 
reign,  a  hundred  and  fifty  temporal,  and  fifty  fpi- 
ritual  barons  were  fummoned  to  perform  the  ier- 
vice  due  by  their  tenures d.  In  the  35th  of  the 
fubfequent  reign,  eighty-fix  temporal  batons,  twenty 
bifhops,  and  forty -eight  abbots,  were,  fummoned 
to  a  parliament  convened  at  Carlifle e. 

d  Titles  of  Honour,  part  a.  chap.  3. 
•  Parliamentary  Hift.  vol.  i.  p.  xjx. 
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Civil  adminiflraticn  of  the  king- Conquejl  of  Wales 

Affairs    of  Scotland Competitors  for   the 

crown     of   Scotland Reference  to  Edward 

Homage  of  Scotland Award    of   Edward  in 

favour   of    Baliol War   with   France Di- 

grcjjion   concerning   the    conftitution    of  parliament 

■ War  with  Scotland Scotland  fub  due  d  • 

War  with  France Diffcnfwns  with  the  clergy 

Arbitrary    me  a  fares Peace    with  France 

Revolt  of  Scotland Thai  kingdom  again 

fabdued again  revolts — is  again  fubdued' 
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Robert  Bruce Third  revolt    of  Scotland  ■ 

Death  and  character  of  the  king Mifcellaneous 

iranfaclions  of  this  reign. 

C  h  A  p.  r"ffH  J-]  e  Englifh  were  as  yet  fo  little  enured  to 
JL  obedience  under  a  regular  government,  that 
the  death  of  almoft  every  king,  fmce  the  Conqueft, 
had  been  attended  with  diforders  ;  and  the  coun- 
cil reflecting  on  the  recent  civil  wars,  and  on 
the  animofities  which  naturally  remain  after  thefe 
great  convulfions,  had  reafon  to  apprehend  dan- 
gerous confequences  from  the  abfence  of  the  fon 
and  fucceffor  of  Henry.  They  therefore  haftened 
to  proclaim  prince  Edward,  to  fwear  allegiance  to 
him,  and  to  fummon  the  dates  of  the  kingdom,  in 
order  to  provide  for  the  public  peace  in  this  im- 
portant conjuncture f.     Walter  Giflbrd  archbifhop 

f  Rymer,  vol.  ii.  p.  1.    Waiting   p.  43.    Trivet,  p.  239. 
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of  York,  the  earl  of  Cornwal,  fon  of  Richard  king  chap. 
of  the  Romans,  and  the  earl  of  Glocefler,  were  ap-  ^J™^ 
pointed  guardians  of  the  realm,  and  proceeded  I27a. 
peaceably  to  the  exercife  of  their  authority,  without 
either  meeting  with  oppofition  from  any  of  the  peo- 
ple, or  being  difturbed  with  emulation  and  faction 
among  themfelves.  The  high  character  acquired  by 
Edward  during  the  late  commotions,  his  military  ge- 
nius, his  fuccefs  in  fubduing  the  rebels,  his  modera- 
tion in  fettling  the  kingdom,  had  procured  him  great 
efteem,  mixed  with  affection,  among  all  orders  of 
men  ;  and  no  one  could  reafonably  entertain  hopes  of 
making  any  advantage  of  his  abfence,  or  of  railing 
difturbance  in  the  nation.  The  earl  of  Glocefler 
himfelf,  whofe  great  power  and  turbulent  fpirit  had 
excited  mod  jealoufy,  was  forward  to  give  proofs  of 
his  allegiance  ;  and  the  other  malcontents,  being  des- 
titute of  a  leader,  were  obliged  to  remain  in  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  government. 

Prince  Edward  had  reached  Sicily  in  his  return 
from  the  Holy  Land,  when  he  received  intelligence 
of  the  death  of  his  father  ;  and  he  difcovered  a  deep 
concern  on  the  occafion.  At  the  fame  time  he 
learned  the  death  of  an  infant  fon,  John,  whom  his 
princefs,  Eleanor  of  Caftile,  had  born  him  at  Acre 
in  Paleftine  ;  and  as  he  appeared  much  lefs  affected 
with  that  misfortune,  the  king  of  Sicily  expreffed  a 
furprife  at  this  difference  of  fentiment :  But  was  told 
by  Edward,  that  the  death  of  a  fon  was  a  lofs  which 
he  might  hope  to  repair  j  the  death  of  a  father  was  a 
lofs  irreparable  ?. 

Edward  proceeded  homeward;  but  as  he  foon 
learned  the  quiet  fettlement  of  the  kingdom,  he  was 
in  no  hurry  to  take  poffeflion  of  the  throne,  but 
fpent  near  a  year  in  France,  before  he  made  his  ap- 
pearance in  England.     In   his  paffage  by  Chalons 

*  Walling,  p.  44.     Trivet,  p.  240. 
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c  hap.  in  Burgundy,  he  was  challenged  by  the  prince  of  th^ 

^V^^  country  to  a  tournament  which  he  was  preparing  * 
j,73,  and  as  Edward  excelled  in  thofe  martial  and  danger** 
ous  exercifes,  the  true  image  of  war,  he  declined  not 
the  opportunity  of  acquiring  honour  in  that  great  af. 
fembly  of  the  neighbouring  nobles.  But  the  image 
of  war  was  here  unfortunately  turned  into  the  thing 
itfelf.  Edward  and  his  retinue  were  fo  fuccefsful  in 
the  joufts,  that  the  French  knights,  provoked  at  their 
fuperiority,  made  a  ferious  attack  upon  them,  which 
was  repulfed,  and  much  blood  was  idly  fried  in  the 
quarrel h.  This  rencounter  received  the  name  of  the 
petty  battle  of  Chalons. 

Edward  went  from  Chalons  to  Paris,  and  did 
homage  to  Philip  for  the  dominions  which  he  held 
«74-  in  France'.  He  thence  returned  to  Guienne,  and 
fettled  that  province,  which  was  in  fome  confufion. 
He  made  his  journey  to  London,  through  France  ; 
in  his  paifage  he  accommodated  at  Montreuil  a  dif- 
ference with  Margaret  countefs  of  Flanders,  heirefs 
of  that  territory k ;  he  was  received  with  joyful  accla- 

Augnfti9.  mations  by  his  people,  and  was  folemnly  crowned  at 
Weftminfter  by  Robert  archbifhop  of  Canterbury. 

civil  ad-         The  king  immediately  applied  himfelf  to  the  re- 

mmiftra-     eftablifnment  of  his  kingdom,  and  to  the  correcting 
tion  ot  the       _  .     ,.     ,.r      ,  i  •  i     i        •   m  •  t    i 

king.  or  thofe  diiorders  which  the  civil  commotions  and  the 

loofe  adminiftration  of  his  father  had  introduced  into 
every  part  of  government.  The  plan  of  his  policy 
was  equally  generous  and  prudent.  He  confidered 
the  great  barons  both  as  the  immediate  rivals  of  the 
crown,  and  opprcifors  of  the  people ;  and  he  pur- 
pofed,  by  an  exact,  diflribution  of  juilice,  and  a 
rigid  execution  of  the  laws,  to  give  at  once  pro- 
tection to  the  inferior  orders  of  the  flate,  and  to 
diminim  the  arbitrary  power  of  the  great,  on  which 

fc  Walfing.  p.  44.    Trivet,  p.  241-    M.  Weft.  p.  402. 
■i  Walfing.  p.  45.  k  Kymer,  vol.  ii.  p.  32,  33. 
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their  dangerous  authority  was  chiefly  founded,  c  hap. 
Making  it  a  rule  in  his  own  conduct  to  obfene,  ^L  i^ 
except  on  extraordinary  occafions,  the  privileges  ,a74. 
fecured  to  them  by  the  Great  Charter,  he  acquired 
a  right  to  infift  upon  their  obfervance  of  the  lame 
charter  towards  their  vallate  and  inferiors ;  and  he 
made  the  crown  be  regarded  by  all  the  gentry  and 
commonalty  of  the  king  lorn,  as  the  fountain  of  juf- 
tice,  and  the  general  afylum  againfl  oppreffion. 
Befides  enacting  feveral  ufeful  ftatutes,  in  a  parlia-  **7S- 
ment  which  he  fummoned  at  Weflminfter,  he  took 
care  to  infpect  the  conduct  of  all  his  magiflrates 
and  judges,  to  difplace  fuch  as  were  either  negli- 
gent or  corrupt,  to  provide  them  with  fufneient 
force  for  the  execution  of  juflice,  to  extirpate  all 
bands  and  confederacies  of  robbers,  and  to  reprefs 
thofe  more  filent  robberies  which  were  committed 
either  by  the  power  of  the  nobles,  or  under  the 
countenance  of  public  authority.  By  this  rigid  ad- 
miniftration,  the  face  of  the  kingdom  was  foon 
changed ;  and  order  and  juflice  took  place  of  vio- 
lence and  oppreffion  :  But  ainidft  the  excellent  in- 
ititutions  and  public-fpirited  plans  of  Edward,  there 
hull  appears  fomewhat  both  of  the  feverity  of  his 
perfonal  character,  and  of  the  prejudices  of  the 
times. 

As  the  various  kinds  of  malefactors,  the  mur- 
derers, robbers,  incendiaries,  ravifhers,  and  plun- 
derers, had  become  fo  numerous  and  powerful,  that 
the  ordinary  minifters  of  juflice,  efpecially  in  the 
weftern  counties,  were  afraid  to  execute  the  laws 
againfl  them,  the  king  found  it  necefkiry  to  provide 
an  extraordinary  remedy  for  the  evil ;  and  he  erected 
a  new  tribunal  which,  however  ufeful,  would  have 
been  deemed,  in  times  of  more  regular  liberty, 
a  great  flretch  of  illegal  and  arbitrary  power. 
It  coniifled  of  commiflioners,  who  were  empowered 
to  inquire  into  diforders  and  crimes  of  all  kinds, 
and  to  inflict  the  proper  punifhuients  upon   them. 

6  The 
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The  officers,  charged  with  this  umifual  commiiTion, 
made  their  circuits  throughout  the  counties  of  Eng- 
1175.  land  moft  infefled  with  this  evil,  and  carried  terror 
into  all  thofe  parts  of  the  kingdom.  In  their  zeal  to 
punifh  crimes,  they  did  not  liifficiently  diftinguifh  be- 
tween the  innocent  and  guilty  ;  the  fmalleft  fufpicion 
became  a  ground  of  accufation  and  trial ;  the  Highteft 
evidence  was-  received  againft  criminals ;  prifons  were 
crouded  with  malefactors, Teal  or  pretended  ;  fevere 
fines  were  levied  for  fmali  offences  ;  and  the  king, 
though  his  exhaufted  exchequer  was  iupplied  by  this 
expedient,  found  it  necelTary  to  (lop  the  courfe  of  fo 
great  rigour;  and  after  terrifying  and  diilipating,  by 
this  tribunal,  the  gangs  of  disorderly  people  in  Eng- 
land, he  prudently  annulled  the  commiflion  !,  and 
never  afterwards  renewed  it. 

Among  the  various  diforders  to  which  the  king- 
dom was  fubject,  no  one  was  more  univerfally  com- 
plained of  than  the  adulteration  of  the  coin  ;  and  as 
this  crime  required  more  art  than  the  Englifh  of 
that  age,  who  chiefly  employed  force  and  violence 
in  their  iniquities,  were  poftefted  of,  the  imputation 
fell  upon  the  Jews  m.  Edward  alfo  feems  to  have 
indulged  a  flrong  prepofleflion  againft  that  nation  ; 
and  this  ill-judged  zeal  for  Chriftianity  being  na- 
turally augmented  by  an  expedition  to  the  Holy 
Land,  he  let  looie  the  whole  rigour  of  his  juftice 
againft  that  unhappy  people.  Two  hundred  and 
eighty  of  them  were  hanged  at  once  for  this  crime 
in  London  alone,  befides  thofe  who  fufFered  in  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom  n.  The  houfes  and  lands  (for 
the  Jews  had  of  late  ventured  to  make  purchafes  of 
that  kind),  as  well  as  the  goods  of  great  multi- 
tudes, were  fold  and  confifcated  :    And  the  king, 

1  Spelman's  GloiT.  in  v'erbo  Traiibqftgn.  But  Spelman  was  either 
miftaken  in  placing  this  commiflipn  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  king,  or  it 
■was  renewed  in  1305.  See  Rymer,  vol.  ii.  p.  960.  Trivet,  p.  338. 
M  Weft.  p.  4.50.  m  Walling,  p.  48.     Hemiiig..  vol.  i.  p.  6. 

n  T.  Wykes,  p.  107. 
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left  it  mould  be  fufpetted  that  the  riches  of  the  fuf-  chap. 
ferers  were  the  chief  part  of  their  guilt,  ordered  a  xm. 
moiety  of  the  money  raifed  by  thefe  confifcations  to 
be  fet  apart  and  bellowed  upon  fuch  as  were  willing 
to  be  converted  to  Christianity.  But  refentment 
was  more  prevalent  with  them  than  any  temptation 
from  their  poverty  ;  and  very  few  of  them  could  be 
induced  by  intereft  to  embrace  the  religion  of  their 
perfecutors.  The  miferies  of  this  people  did  not 
here  terminate.  Though  the  arbitrary  talliages  and 
exactions  levied  upon  them  had  yielded  a  conflant 
and  considerable  revenue  to  the  crown ;  Edward , 
prompted  by  his  zeal  and  his  rapacity,  refolved 
fome  time  after  °  to  purge  the  kingdom  entirely  of 
that  hated  race,  and  to  feize  to  himfelf  at  once  their 
whole  property  as  the  reward  of  his  labour  p.  He 
left  them  only  money  fufficient  to  bear  their  charges 
into  foreign  countries,  where  new  perfecutions  and 
extortions  awaited  them :  But  the  inhabitants  of  the 
cinque  ports,  imitating  the  bigotry  and  avidity  of 
their  fovereign,  defpoiled  mod  of  them  of  this  fmall 
pittance,  and  even  threw  many  of  them  into  the 
lea  :  A  crime  for  which  the  king,  who  was  deter- 
mined to  be  the  fole  plunderer  in  his  dominions,  in- 
flicted a  capital  punifhment  upon  them.  No  lefs 
than  fifreen  thoufand  Jews  were  at  this  time  robbed 
of  their  effects,  and  banifhed  the  kingdom  :  Very 
few  of  that  nation  have  fiiice  lived  in  England  :  And 
as  it  is  impoffible  for  a  nation  to  fubfiit  without 
lenders  of  money,  and  none  will  lend  without  a  com- 
penfation,  the  practice  of  ufury,  as  it  was  then 
called,  was  thenceforth  exercifed  by  the  Englifli 
themfelves  upon  their  fellow-citizens,  or  by  Lom- 
bards and  other  foreigners.  It  is  very  much  to  be 
queftioned,  whether  the  dealings  of  thefe  new  ufurers 
were  equally  open  and  unexceptionable  with  thofe  of 

0  la  the  year  1290,  P  Walfing.  p.  54.     Heming,  vol.  i  p.  10, 

Trivet,  p    a 66. 

the 


338  HISTORY    OF   ENGLAND. 

Chap,  the  old.  By  a  law  of  Richard  it  was  ena&ed,  that 
^^^^Lj^j  three  copies  fhould  be  made  of  every  bond  given  to 
1'»75>  a  Jew  i  one  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  a  public 
magistrate,  another  into  thofe  of  a  man  of  credit, 
and  a  third  to  remain  with  the  Jew  himfelfS  But 
as  the  canon  law,  feconded  by  the  municipal,  per- 
mitted no  chriftian  to  take  intereft,  all  tranfactions 
of  this  kind  mud,  after  the  banifhment  of  the  Jews, 
have  become  more  fecret  and  clandefcine ;  and  the 
lender  of  confequence  be  paid  both  for  the  ufe  of  his 
money,  and  for  the  infamy  and  danger  which  he  in- 
curred by  lending  it. 

The  great  poverty  of  the  crown,  though  no  ex- 
cufej  was  probably  the  caufe  of  this  egregious  ty- 
ranny exercifed  againft  the  Jews ;  but  Edward  alfo 
practiced  other  more  honourable  means  of  remedy- 
ing that  evil.  He  employed  a  ftrict.  frugality  in  the 
management  and  diftribution  of  his  revenue :  He 
engaged  the  parliament  to  vote  him  a  fifteenth  of  all 
moveables  ;  the  pope  to  grant  him  the  tenth  of  all 
ecclefraftical  revenues  for  three  years  ;  and  the  mer- 
chants to  confent  to  a  perpetual  imposition  of  half 
a  mark  on  every  fack  of  wool  exported,  and  a  mark 
on  three  hundred  {kins.  He  alfo  iffued  commiflions 
to  inquire  into  all  encroachments  on  the  royal  de- 
mefne  ;  into  the  value  of  efcheats,  forfeitures,  and 
wardfhips  ;  and  into  the  means  of  repairing  or  im- 
proving every  branch  of  the  revenue  r.  The  com- 
miflioners  in  the  execution  of  their  office  began  to 
carry  matters  too  far  againft  the  nobility,  and  to 
quellion  titles  to  eftates  which  had  been  tranfmitted 
from  father  to  fon  for  feveral  generations.  Earl 
Warrenne,  who  had  done  fuch  eminent  fervice  in 
the  late  reign,  being  required  to  mow  his  titles, 
drew  his  fword;  and  fubjoined  that  William  the 
Ballard  had  not  conquered  the  kingdom  for  himfelf 
alone  :  His  anceflor  was  a  joint  adventurer  in  the 

Q  Trivet,  p,  nS.  r  Ann.  Waverl.   p,  235. 

enter* 


£   D   W   A    R   D      I.  439 

cnterprife ;  and  he  himfelf  was  determined  to  main-  chap- 
tain  what  had  from  that  period  remained  unquef-  v  XI"L, 
tioned  in  his  family.     The  king,  fenfible  of  the  dan-      xvii. 
ger,  defifted  from  making  farther  inquiries  of  this 
nature. 

But  the  active  fpirit  of  Edward  could  not  long  i^ft. 
remain  without  employment.  He  fcon  after  under-  Swales, 
took  an  enterprife  more  prudent  for  himfelf,  and 
more  advantageous  to  his  people.  Lewellyn,  prince 
of  Wales,  had  been  deeply  engaged  with  the  Mount- 
fort  faction ;  had  entered  into  all  their  confpiracies 
againft  the  crown ;  had  frequently  fought  on  their 
fide ;  and  till  the  battle  of  Evefham,  fo  fatal  to  that 
party,  had  employed  every  expedient  to  deprefs  the 
royal  caufe,  and  to  promote  the  fuccefs  of  the 
barons.  In  the  general  accommodation  made  with 
the  vanquifhed,  Lewellyn  had  alfo  obtained  his  par- 
don ;  but  as  he  was  the  molt  powerful,  and  therefore 
the  moll  obnoxious  vajSal  of  the  crown,  he  had  rea- 
fon  to  entertain  anxiety  about  his  fituation,  and  to 
dread  the  future  effects  of  refentment  and  jealoufy  in 
the  Engliih  monarch.  For  this  reafon,  he  deter- 
mined to  provide  for  his  fecurity  by  maintaining  a 
fecret  correfpondence  with  his  former  aiTcciates  ; 
and  he  even  made  his  addreffes  to  a  daughter  of  the 
earl  of  Leicefter,  who  was  fent  to  him  from  beyond 
fea,  but  being  intercepted  in  her  paffage  near  the 
ifles  of  Scilly,  was  detained  in  the  court  of  England5. 
This  incident  increaiing  the  mutual  jealoufy  between 
Edward  and  Lewellyn,  the  latter,  when  required  to 
come  to  England,  and  do  homage  to  the  new  king, 
fcrupied  to  put  himfelf  in  the  hands  of  an  enemy, 
defired  a  fafe  conduct  from  Edward,  infilled  upon 
having  the  king's  fon  and  other  noblemen  delivered 
to  him  as  hoftages,  and  demanded  that  his  confort 
mould  previoufly  be  fet  at  liberty '.      T.ie  king, 

8  Walling,  p.  46,  47.    Hemirig.   voT.  i.  p.  5.    Trivet,  p.  24S. 
*  Rymer,  rol.ii.  p.  68.    Walfing.  p.  46;    Trivet,  p.  247. 
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chap,  having  now  brought  the  ftate  to  a  full  fettlement, 
L~~t^j  was  not  difpleafed  with  this  occafion  of  exercifing 
I276.  his  authority,  and  fubduing  entirely  the  principality 
of  Wales.  He  refufed  all  Lewellyn's  demands, 
except  that  of  a  fafe-conduct ;  fent  him  repeated 
fummons  to  perform  the  duty  of  a  vafTal ;  levied  an 
army  to  reduce  him  to  obedience ;  obtained  a  new 
aid  of  a  fifteenth  from  parliament;  and  marched 
out  with  certain  aflurance  of  fuccefs  againft  the 
xz77.  enemy.  Befides  the  great  difproportion  of  force 
between  the  kingdom  and  the  principality,  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  two  flates  were  entirely  reverfed  ; 
and  the  fame  interline  diffenfions  which  had  formerly 
weakened  England,  now  prevailed  in  Wales,  and 
had  even  taken  place  in  the  reigning  family.  Da- 
vid and  Roderic,  brothers  to  Lewellyn,  difponeffed 
of  their  inheritance  by  that  prince,  had  been  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  the  protection  of  Edward,  and 
they  feconded  with  all  their  intereft,  which  was  ex- 
tenfrve,  his  attempts  to  enflave  their  native  country. 
The  Welch  prince  had  no  refource  but  in  the  in- 
acceflible  fituation  of  his  mountains,  which  had  hi- 
therto through  many  ages  defended  his  forefathers 
againft  all  attempts  of  the  Saxon  and  Norman  con- 
querors •,  and  he  retired  among  the  hills  of  Snow- 
dun,  refolved  to  defend  himfelf  to  the  lad  extremity. 
But  Edward,  equally  vigorous  and  cautious,  en- 
tering by  the  north  with  a  formidable  army,  pierced 
into  the  heart  of  the  country ;  and  having  carefully 
explored  every  road  before  him,  and  fecured  every 
pais  behind  him,  approached  the  Welm  army  in 
its  laft  retreat.  He  here  avoided  the  putting  to 
trial  the  valour  of  a  nation  proud  of  its  ancient  in- 
dependence, and  inflamed  with  animofity  againft  its 
hereditary  enemies  ;  and  he  trufted  to  the  How  but 
fure  effects  of  famine  for  reducing  that  people  to 
fubjection.  The  rude  and  fimple  manners  of  the 
natives,  as  well  as  the  mountainous  fituation  of  their 
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country,  had  made   them   entirely  neglect  tillage,    chap. 
and  trufl  to  palturage  alone  for  their  fubfiflence  :      XI{I- 
A  method  of  life  which  had  hitherto   fecured   them 
again  11  the  irregular  attempts  of  the  Englifh,    bat 
expofed  them  to  certain  ruin,  when  the  cpnquefr.  cf 
the   country  was   Iteadily   purfued,    and  prudently 
planned    by    Edward.       Deftitute     of    magazines, 
cooped    up  in  a  narrow    corner,   they,    as   weil   as 
their  cattle,  fufTered  all  the  rigours  of  famine  ;  and 
Lewellyn,  without  being  able  to  ftrike  a  ftroke  for 
his  independence,  was  at  I  ait  obliged   to  fubmit  at 
difcretion,  and  receive  the  terms  impofed  upon  him 
by  the  victor  u.     Rebound  himfelf  to  pay  to  Ed*   »9*Not. 
ward  50,000   pounds,  as  a  reparation   of  damages  j 
to  do  homage  to  the  crown   of  England  ;   to   permit 
ail  the  other   barons   of  Wales,    except   four   near 
Snowdun,  to  fwear  fealty  to  the  fame  crown  ;  to  re- 
iinquiih  the  country  between  Chefhire  and  the  river 
Conway;   to  fettle  on  his   brother  Roderic  a   thou- 
sand marks  a  year,  and    on    David    five  hundred  ; 
and  to  deliver  ten  hoitages  as  fecurity  for  his  future 
fubmifiion  w. 

Edward,  on  the j performance  of  the  ether  ar- 
ticles, remitted  to  the  prince  of  Wales  the  payment 
of  the  50,000   pounds  %    which  were  ftipulated  by 
treaty,    and  which  it  is  probable  the  poverty  of  the 
country  made  it   abfoluteiy    impodible   for  him   to 
levy.     But  notwithstanding  this    indulgence,    com- 
plaints of  iniquities  foon  arofe  en  the  fide  of  the  van- 
quished :  The   Englifh,  infolent  on  their   eafy   and 
bloodlefs  victory,  opprefied  the  inhabitants   of  the 
diitricts  which    were  yielded  to   them  :  The   lords 
marchers    committed    with    impunity   all    kinds    of 
violence  on  their  W7elm  neighbours  :  New  and  more 
fevere  terms    were  impofed  on   Lewellyn  himfelf ; 
and   Edward,    when   the  prince  attended   him    an 

11  T.  Wykes,  p.  105.        *  Rymer,  vol.  il.  p  ?8.    Walfing.  p.  7. 
Trivet,  p.  a'51.    T.  Wykes;  p.  ic6.  x  Rymer,  p.  91. 
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C  h  A.  P.  Worcefler,  exacted  a  promife  that  he  would  retain 
t^^-^j  no  perfon  in  his  principality  who  fhould  be  ob* 
"77-  noxious  to  the  Englifh  monarch  y.  There  were 
other  perfonal  infults  which  raifed  the  indignation  of 
the  Welfh,  and  made  them  determine  rather  to  en- 
counter a  force  which  they  had  already  experienced 
to  be  fo  much  fuperior,  than  to  bear  oppreflion  from 
the  haughty  victors.  Prince  David,  feized  with 
the  national  fpirit,  made  peace  with  his  brother^ 
and  promifed  to  concur  in  the  defence  of  public  li- 
berty. The  Welfh  fled  to  arms ;  and  Edward,  not 
difpleafed  with  the  occafion  of  making  his  conquer! 
rinal  and  abfolute,  aflembled  all  his  military  tenants, 
and  advanced  into  Wales  with  an  army  which  the 
inhabitants  could  not  reafonably  hope  to  refill.  The 
fituation  of  the  country  gave  the  Welfh  at  firil  fome 
advantage  over  Luke  de  Tany,  one  of  Edward's 
captains,  who  had  palled  the  Menau  with  a  detach- 
ment z :  But  Lewellyn,  being  furprifed  by  Morti- 
mer, wTas  defeated  and  flam  in  an  action,  and  2000 
of  his  followers  were  put  to  the  fword  a.  David, 
who  fucceeded  him  in  the  principality,  could  never 
collect  an  army  fufncient  to  face  the  Englifh ;  and 
being  chafed  from  hill  to  hill,  and  hunted  from  one 
retreat  to  another,  was  obliged  to  conceal  himfelf 
under  various  difguifes,  and  was  at  laft  betrayed  in 
his  lurking-place  to  the  enemy.  Edward  fent  him 
in  chains  to  Shrewsbury  ;  and  bringing  him  to  a 
formal  trial  before  all  the  peers  of  England,  ordered 
this  fovereign  prince  to  be  hanged,  drawn,  and 
quartered,  as  a  traitor,  for  defending  by  arms  the 
liberties  of  his  native  country,  together  with  his 
own  hereditary  authority  b.  All  the  Welfh  nobility 
fubmitted  to  the  conqueror ;  the  laws  ofEngland? 

y  Dr.  Towel's  II: ft  of  Wales,  p.  344,  345.         z  Walfing.  p.  50. 

Heming.  vol.  i.  p   n.     Trivet,  p.  258.     T.  Wykes,  p.  110. 

»  Heming.   vol.  i.    p.  11,  Trivet,  p.  257    Aim.  Waverl.  p.  235- 
b  Heming.    vol,  i.  p.  12.  Trivet,  p.  259.    Ann.  Waverl.  p.  238. 
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with  theihenffs,  and  other  minifters  of  iuftice,  were  CHAP, 
tflablifhed  in  that  principality ;   and  though  it  was   ^J^^, 
long  before  national  antipathies  were  extin'guifhed,      nS^. 
and  a  thorough  union  attained  between  the  people  ; 
yet  this  important  conqueft,  which    it  had  required 
eight  hundred  years  fully  to    effecl,    was   at   laft, 
through  the  abilities  of  Edward,  completed  by  the 
Enedifh. 

The  king,  fenfible  that  nothing  kept  alive  the  12g^ 
ideas  of  military  valour  and  of  ancient  glory  fo  much 
as  the  traditional  poetry  of  the  people,  which,  af- 
fifted  by  the  power  of  m\rfrc  and  the  jollity  of  fef- 
tivals,  nlade  deep  impreffion  on  the  minds  of  the 
youth,  gathered  together  all  the  Welfh  bards,  and, 
from  a  barbarous  though  not  abfurd  policy,  ordered 
them  to  be  put  to  death  c. 

There  prevails  a  vulgar  fiory,  which,  as  it  well 
iuits  the  capacity  of  the  monkiih  writers,  is  care= 
fully  recorded  by  them  :  That  Edward,  affembling 
the  Welih,  promifed  to  give  them  a  prince  of  un- 
exceptionable manners,  a  Welfhman  by  birth,  and 
one  who  could  fpeak  no  other  language.  On  their 
acclamations  of  joy,  and  promife  of  obedience,  he 
inveiled  in  the  principality  his  fecond  fon  Edward, 
then  an  infant,  who  had  been  born  at  Carnarvon. 
The  death  of  his  eldeif,  fon  Alphonfo  foon  after  made 
young  Edward  heir  of  the  monarchy :  The  princi- 
pality of  Wales  was  fully  annexed  to  the  crown ; 
and  henceforth  gives  a  title  to  the  eldeft  fon  of  the 
kings  of  England. 

The  fettlement  of  Wales  appeared  fo  complete  to  »*86. 
Edward,  that  in  lefs  than  two  years  after  he  went 
abroad,  in  order  to  make  peace  between  Aiphonfo 
king  of  Arragon,  and  Philip  the  Fair,  who  had 
lately  fucceeded  his  father  Philip  the  Hardy  on  the 
throne  of  France ,f.  The  difference  between  thefe 
two  princes  hadarifen  about  the  kingdom  of  Sicily, 

c  Sir  J.  Wynne,  p.  15.  d  Rymer,  vol    ii.  p.  14%  T50,  174. 

R  2  which 


244  HIS  TORT  OF   ENGLAND'. 

C  ha  P.  which  the  pope,  after  his  hopes  from  England  failed 
J^,  him,  had  beftowed  on  Charles,  brother  to  St. 
1286.  Lewis,  and  which  was  claimed  on  other  titles  by 
Peter  king  of  Arragon,  father  to  Alphonfo-  Ed- 
ward had  powers  from  both  princes  to  fettle  the 
terms  of  peace,  and  he  fucceeded  in  his  endeavours  j 
but  as  the  concroverfy  nowife  regards  England,  we 
Jhall  not  enter  into  a  detail  of  it.  He  flayed  abroad 
above  three  years  ;  and  on  his  return  found  mam/ 
diforders  to  have  prevailed,  both  from  open  vio- 
lence, and  from  the  corruption  ofjuilice. 

Thomas  Chamberlain,  a  gentleman  of  fome  note, 
had  aflembied  feveral  of  his  aiTociates  at  Bofton  in- 
Lincolnfhire,  under  pretence  of  holding  a  tourna- 
ment, an  exercife  practifed  by  the  gentry  only  ;  but' 
in  reality  with  a  view  of  plundering  the  rich  fair  of 
Bofton,  and  robbing  the  merchants.  To  facilitate 
his  purpofe,  he  privately  let  fire  to  the  town  j  and 
while  the  inhabitants  were  employed  in  quenching 
the  flames,  the  confpirators  broke  into  the  booths, 
and  carried  oft  the  goods.  Chamberlain  himfelf 
was  detected  and  hanged ;  but  maintained  fo  ilea- 
dily  the  point  of  honour  to  his  accomplices,  that  he 
could  not  be  prevailed  on,  by  offers  or  promifes,  to 
difcover  any  of  them.  Many  other  inflances  of 
robbery  and  violence  broke  out  in  all  parts  of  Eng- 
land ;  though  the  fmgular  circumitances  attending 
this  confpiracy  have  made  it  alone  be  particularly 
recorded  by  hiftorians  e. 
12S9.  But  the  corruption  of  the  judges,  by  which  the 
fountains  of  juftice  were  poifoned,  feemed  of  ftilf 
more  dangerous*  eonfequence.  Edward,  in  order  to 
remedy  this  prevailing  abufe,  fummoned  a  parlia- 
ment, and  brought  the  judges  to  a  trial ;  where  alt 
of  them,  except  two  who  were  clergymen,  were 
convicted  of  this  flagrant  iniquity,  were  fined  and 
depofed.     The    amount    of  the  fines  levied  upon 

e  Heming.  vol   i.  p-  16,  17. 
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them  Is  alone  a  fufficient  proof  of  their  guilt ;  being  c  **  A  p- 
above  one  hundred  thoufand  marks,  an  immenfe  .  _ 


fum  in  thofe  days,  and  fufEcient  to  defray  the  charges  1289. 
of  an  expensive  war  between  two  great  kingdoms. 
The  king  afterwards  made  all  the  new  judges  fwear 
that  they  would  take  no  bribes ;  but  his  expedient, 
of  depofing  and  .fining  the  old  ones,  was  the  more 
effectual  remedy. 

We  now  come  to  give  an  account  of  the  ft  ate  of 
.affairs  in  Scotland,  which  gave  rife  to  the  moft  in- 
teresting tranfactions  of  this  reign,  and  of  fome  of 
the  fubfequent ;  though  the  intercourfe  of  that  king- 
dom with  England,  eicher  in  peace  or  war,  had  hi- 
therto produced  fo  few  events  of  moment,  that,  to 
avoid  tedioufnefs,  we  have  omitted  many  of  them, 
and  have  been  very  concife  in  relating  the  reft.  If 
the  Scots  had  before  this  period  any  real  hiftory  wor- 
thy of  the  name,  except  what  they  glean  from  Mat- 
tered paffages  in  the  Englifh  historians,  thofe 
events,  however  minute,  yet  being  the  only  foreign 
tranfactions  of  the  nation,  might  deferve  a  place 
in  it. 

Though  the  government  of  Scotland  had  been  Affairs  of 
continually  expofed  to  thofe  factions  and  convulfions  ScotlanJ- 
which  are  incident  to  all  barbarous,  and  to  many 
civilized  nations ;  and  though  the  successions  of  their 
kings,  the  only  part  of  their  hiftory  which  deferves 
any  credit,  had  often  been  difordered  by  irregula- 
rities and  usurpations,  the  true  heir  of  the  royal  fa- 
mily had  {till  in  the  end  prevailed,  and  Alexan- 
der III.  who  had  efpoufed  the  lifter  of  Edward, 
probably  inherited,  after  a  period  of  about  eight 
hundred  years,  and  through  a  fucceflion  of  males, 
the  fceptre  of  all  the  Scottifh  princes  who  had  go- 
verned the  nation  fince  its  fir  ft  eftablifhment  in  the 
iiland.  This  prince  died  in  1286  by  a  fall  from  his 
horfe  at  Kinghorn f,  without  leaving  any  male  iffue, 

1  Iieming,  vol.  t.  p.  29.     Trivet,  p   367. 
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CHAP,  and  without  anv  defcendant,  except  Margaret,  bor/i 
i_>^^_^  of  Eric,  king  of  Norway,  and  of  Margaret,  daugh- 
j.g9,  ter  of  the  Scottifh  monarch.  This  princefs,  com-, 
monly  called  the  Maid  of  Norway,  though  a  female^ 
and  an  infant,  and  a  foreigner,  yet  being  the  lawful 
heir  of  the  kingdom,  had,  through  her  grandfa- 
ther's care,  been  recognifed  fucceifor  by  the  dates 
of  Scotland5 ;  and  on  Alexander's  death,  the  difpo- 
fitions  which  had  been  previoufly  made  againfl  that 
event,  appeared  fo  jufl  and  prudent,  that  no  difor- 
ders,  as  might  naturally  be  apprehended,  enfued  in 
the  kingdom.  Margaret  was  acknowledged  queen 
of  Scotland  ;  five  guardians,  the  bifhops  of  St.  An- 
drews and  Glafgrow,  the  earls  of  Fife  and  Buchan, 
and  James,  fleward  of  Scotland,  entered  peaceably 
upon  the  adminiflration  ;  and  the  infant  princefs, 
under  the  protection  of  Edward  her  great  uncle, 
and  Eric  her  father,  who  exerted  themfelves  on 
this  occafion,  feemed  firmly  feated  on  the  throne  of 
Scotland.  The  Englifh  monarch  was  naturally  led 
to  build  mighty  projects  on  this  incident ;  and 
having  lately  by  force  of  arms  brought  Wales  ui~u 
der  fubjection,  he  attempted,  by  the  marriage  of 
Margaret  with  his  elded  fon  Edward,  to  unite  the 
whole  iflaiid  into  one  monarchy,  and  thereby  to 
give  it  fecurity  both  againfl  domeflic  convulsions 
pjo,  and  foreign  invafions.  The  amity  which  had  of  late 
prevailed  between  the  two  nations,  and  which,  even 
in  former  times,  had  never  been  interrupted  by  any 
violent  wars  or  injuries,  facilitated  extremely  the 
execution  of  this  project,  fo  favourable  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  and  grandeur  of  both  kingdoms  ;  and  the 
itates  of  Scotland  readily  gave  their  affent  to  the 
Engliih  proposals,  and  even  agreed  that  their  young 
fever  eign  mould  be  educated  in  the  court  of  Edward. 
Anxious  however,  for  the  liberty  and  independency 
<pf  their  country,  they   took  care  to  ftipulate  very 


£  Rymer,  vol.  ii.  p.  266. 
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.equitable  conditions,  ere  they  entruftcd  themfejves  c  H  A?, 
into  the  hands   of  fo  great   and  fo  ambitious  a  mo-  j^\ 
narch.     It  was  agreed   that   they  mould   enjoy  all      jajo. 
their  ancient  laws,   liberties,  and  cuftoms  ;    that  in 
rafe  young  Edward  and  Margaret  mould  die  without 
ilTue,  the  crown  of  Scotland  mould  revert  to  the 
next  heir,  and  mould  be  inherited  by  him  free  and 
independent ;  that  the  military  tenants  of  the  crown 
iTiouid   never  be  obliged  to  go  out  of  Scotland,  in 
order  to  do  homage  to  the  fovereign   of  the  united 
kingdoms,  nor  the  chapters  of  cathedral,  collegiate, 
or  conventual  churches,    in    order   to  make  elec- 
tions ;    that   the  parliaments  fummoned  for  Scottifh. 
affairs  mould   alv/ays   be  held  within  the  bounds  of 
that  kingdom  ;    and  that  Edward  mould  bind  him- 
felf  under  the  penalty  of  ioo,coo  marks,  payable 
to  the  pope  for  the  ufe  of  the  holy  wars,  to  obferve 
all  thefe  articles  h.     It  is   not   eafy  to  conceive  that 
two   nations  could  have  treated  more  on  a  foot  of 
equality  than  Scotland    and    England    maintained 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  this   tranfaction  :    And 
though  Edward  gave  his  affent  to  the  article  concern- 
ing the  future  independency  of  the  Scottifli  crown, 
with  a  faying  of  his  former  rights  ;   this  refer  ve  gave 
no  alarm  to  the  nobility  of  Scotland,  both   becaufe 
thefe  rights,    having  hitherto  been  little  heard  of, 
had   occafioned    no    dillurbance,  and    becaufe   the 
Scots  had  fo  near  a  profpecl  of  feeing  thena  entirely 
abforbed  in  the  rights  of  their  fovereignty. 

But  this  project,  fo  happily  formed,  and  fo  ami-      I2S*» 
cably  conducted,  failed   of  fuccefs,  by  the  fudden 
death   of  the  Norvegian   princefs,  who  expired  on 
her  paflage  to  Scotland ',    and   left  a  very  difmal 
profpecf  to  the  kingdom.  Though  djforders  were  for  Competi- 
the  prefent  obviated  by  the  authority  of  the  regency  tionforthe 
formerly    eflablifhedj    the    fucceifion  itfelf  of  the  Scotland, 

h  Rymer,  vol.  ii.  p.  432.  '  Heming,  vol.  i.  p.  30.    Trivet, 
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C  H  A  P.  crown  was  now  become  an  object  of  difpute  ;  and  the 
^^^    '      regents  could  not  expect  that  a  controver(y,  which 
2291.       is  not  uiually  decided  by  reafon  and  argument  alone, 
would   be  peaceably   fettled  by  them,  cr  even  by 
the  dates  of  the  kingdom,  amidfl  fo  many  powerful 
pretenders.     The  posterity  of  William  king  of  Scot- 
land,  the   prince  taken  prifoner  by  Henry  II.  being 
all  extinct  by  the  death  of  Margaret  <  f  Norway  ;  the 
right  to  the  crown  devolved  on  the  iiiue  of  David 
earl   of  Huntingdon,    brother   to   William,  whofe 
male  line  being  alfo  extinct,  left  the  fucceffion  open 
to    the  pofterity   of  his    daughters.     The    earl   of 
Huntingdon  had  three  daughters ;    Margaret,  mar- 
ried  to  Alan   lord    of   Galloway,  Ifabella,  wife  of 
Robert  Brus   or   Bruce,    lord   of  Annandale,   and 
Adama,  who  efpoufed  Henry  lord  Haftings.     Mar- 
garet, the   eldeft   of  the   fillers,  left  one  daughter, 
Devergilda,  married  to  John  Baliol,  by  whom   fhe 
had   a   fon   of  the   fame  name,  one  of  the  prefent 
competitors  for  the   crown  :    Ifabella,  the  feconds 
bore  a  fon,   Robert  Bruce,  who  was  now  alive,  and 
who  alfo  infilled  on  his  claim  :     Adama,  the  third, 
left  a  fon,  John  Haftings,  who  pretended   that  the 
kingdom  of  Scotland,  like  many  other  inheritances, 
was  divifible  among;  the  three  daughters  of  the  earl 
of  Huntingdon,  and   that   he,  in  right  of  his  mo- 
ther, had  a  title  to  a  third  of  it.     Baliol  and  Bruce 
united  againft   Haftings,    in   maintaining   that  the 
kingdom,  was   indivifible;    but  each  of  them,  fup- 
por.ed  by  plaufible   reafons,  afTerted  the  preference 
of  his  own  title.     Baliol  was  fprung  from  the  elder 
branch  :  Bruce  was  one  degree  nearer  the  common 
flock :     If  the  principle  of  reprefentation  was  re- 
garded, the   former  had   the  better  claim  ;    If  pro- 
pinquity was  conlidered,  the   latter  was   entitled  to 
the  preference  k  :    The  fentiments   of  men  were  di- 
vided ;    All  the  nobility  had  taken  part  on  one  fide 

k  Hetning,  vol.  i.  p-  36, 
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or  the  other  :  The  people  followed  implicitly  their  chap. 
leaders  :  The  two  claimants  themfelves  had  great  k__ 
power  and  numerous  retainers  in  Scotland:  And  it      iz«,i. 
is  no  wonder  that,  among  a  rude  people,   more  ac- 
cuftomed  to  arms  than  enured  to  laws,  a  controverfy 
of  this  nature,  which  could  not  be  decided  by  any 
former  precedent  among  them,  and  which  is  capable 
of  exciting  commotions  in  the  mod  legal  and  beft 
eftablifhed  governments,    mould  threaten  the  date 
with  the  mod  fatal  convulfions. 

Each  century  has  its  peculiar  mode  in  conduct- 
ing  bufinefs  ;     and   men,  guided  more  by  cudom 
than  by  reafon,  follow,  without  enquiry,  the  man- 
ners which  are  prevalent  in  their  own  time.     The 
practice  of  that  age,  in  controverfies  between  dates 
and  princes,  feems  to  have  been  to  chufe  a  foreign 
prince,  as  an  equal  arbiter,  by  whom  the  quedion 
was   decided,    and  whofe  fentence  prevented  thofe 
difmal  confuiions  and  diforders,    infeparable  at  all 
times  from  war,  but  which  were  multiplied  a    hun- 
dred fold,  and  difperfed  into  every  corner,  by  the 
nature    of  the  feudal  governments.     It    was    thus 
that  the  Englifh  king  and  barons,  in  the  preceding 
reign,  had  endeavoured  to  compofe  their  diflenfions 
by  a  reference  to  the  king  of  France  ;  and  the  cele- 
brated integrity  of  that  monarch  had  prevented  all 
the  bad  effects   which   might   naturally   have  been 
dreaded  from  fo  perilous  an  expedient.     It  was  thus 
that  the  kings  of  France  and  Arragon,    and  after- 
wards other  princes,  had  fubmitted  their  controver- 
fies to  Edward's  judgment ;    and   the  remotenefs  of 
their  dates,  the  great  power  of  the  princes,  and  the 
little  intered  \v*ich  he  had  on  either  fide,    had  in. 
duced    him   to   acquit   hirnfelf  with  honour  in   his 
decifions.     The  parliament  of  Scotland,  therefore, 
threatened  with  a  furious  civil  war,  and  allured  by 
the   great  reputation  of  the   Englifh  monarch,    as 
well  as  by  the  prefent  amicable  correspondence  be- 
tween the  kingdoms,  agreed  in  making  a  reference 

to 
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CHAP,  to- Edward;    and  Frafer,    bifhop   of  St.- Andrew?, 

XIII.      with  other  deputies,  was  fent  to  notify  to  him  their 

i29i.       refoiution,  and   to  claim  his  good  offices  in  the  pre- 

Reference   fent    dangers   to  which  they  were  expofed1.      His 

ward."       inclination,    they  flattered  themfelves,    ied  him  to 

prevent   their  diffenfions,  and  to  interpofe  with  a 

power  which  none  of  the   competitors  would  dare 

to  withftand  :    When  this  expedient  was  propofed 

by   one  party,    the  other  deemed  it  dangerous  to 

object  to  it :    Indifferent  perfons   thought  that  the 

imminent  perils  of  a  civil   war  would   thereby  be 

prevented ;  And  no  one  reflected  on  the  ambitious 

character  of  Edward,    and  the  almoft  certain  ruin 

which  muff  attend  a  fmall  Hate,  divided,  by  faction, 

when  it  thus   implicitly  fubmits  itfelf  to  the  will  of 

fo  powerful  and  encroaching  a  neighbour. 

ETomageof       The  temptation  was  too  fironsr  for  the  virtue  of 
geotland.  ,   r  _        tt  r  j  i 

the  Englifn  monarch  to  refill.     He  purpoied  to   lay 

hold  of  the  prefent  favourable   opportunity,    and   if 

not  to   create,  at   lead   to   revive,    his   claim    of  a 

feudal  fuperiority  over  Scotland  ;  a  claim  which  had 

hitherto   lain  in  the  deepeil  obfeurity,  and  which, 

if  ever  it  had  been  an  object  of  attention,  or  had 

been  fo  much  as  fufpected,    would  have  effectually 

prevented  the  Scottim  barons  from  chufmg  him  for 

an  umpire.     He  well  knew,  that,  if  this  pretention 

were  once  fubmitted   to,    as  it  feemed  difficult,  in 

the  prefent  fituation  of  Scotland,  to  oppofe  it,    the 

abfolute  fovereignty   of  that  kingdom    (which  had 

been  the  cafe  with  Wales)  would  foon  follow  ;  and 

that  one  great  vaffal,  cooped  up   in  an  ifland  with 

his    liege    Icrd,    without     refource     from    foreign 

powers,  without  aid  from  any  fellow  vailals,  could 

not  Ions;  maintain  his  dominions  againft  the  efforts 

of   a  mighty  kingdom,    affifled    by  all    the  cavils 

which   the  feudal   law  afforded  his  fuperior  againft 

him.     In  purfuit  of  tjiis  great  object,  very  advaiv 


1  Hen.ipg,  vol.  i.  p.  31. 
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tageous  to  England,    perhaps  in  the   end   no  lefs  c  p  a  p. 
beneficial  to  Scotland,    but  extremely  unjuft   and  ^_^"; 
iniquitous  in  itfelf,  Edward  bufied  himfelf  in  fearch-      ja?Ii 
ing  for  proofs  of   his  pretended  fuperiority  ;    and 
inftead  of  looking  into  his  own  archives,  which,  if 
his   claim  had  been  real,    mud  have  afforded  him 
numerous  records  of  the  homages  done  by  the  Scot- 
tifh  princes,  and  could  alone  yield  him  any  authentic 
teftimony,  he  made  all  the  monafleries  be  ranfacked 
for  old  chronicles  and  hiflcries  written  by  English- 
men, and  he  collected  all  the  paffages  which  feemed 
anywife  to  favour  his  pretentions  ni.     Yet  even  in 
this  method  of  proceeding,  which  mull  have  dif- 
covered  to  himfelf  the  injuftice   of  his    claim,    he 
was  far  from  being  fortunate.     He  began  his  proofs 
from  the  time  of  Edward  the  elder,  and  continued 
them  through  all  the  fubfequent  Saxon  and  Nor- 
man times ;    but  produced  nothing  to  his  purpofe  n. 
The  whole  amount  of   his  authorities    during  the 
Saxon  period,    when  (tripped  of  the  bombafr.  and 
inaccurate  ftyle  of  the  monkifh  hiftorians,  is,  that 
the   Scots    had   fometimes    been    defeated    by   the 
Engliih,  .  had    received    peace    on   disadvantageous 
terms,  had  made  fubmiffions   to    the   Engiilh   mo- 
narch, and  had  even  perhaps  fallen  into  lbme  de- 
pendance  on  a  power  which  was  fo  much  Superior, 
and  which  they  had  not  at  that  time  fufHcient  force 
to  refill.     His  authorities  from  the  Norman  period 
were,  if  poflible,  ftill  lefs  conclufive  :    The   hifto- 
rians indeed    make    frequent    mention    of  homage 
done  by  the  northern  potentate ;    but  no   one  of 
them  fays  that  it  was  done  for  his  kingdom  ;    and 
feveral  of  them  declare,    in   exprefs  terms,    that   it 
was  relative  only  to  the  fiefs  which  he  enjoyed  fouth 
of  the  Tweed  ° ;    in  the  fame  manner,    as   the  king 
of  England  himfelf  fwore  fealty  to  the  French  mo- 
narch,   for  the  fiefs  which  he  inherited  in  France. 

™  Walling,  p.  55.  n  Rymer,  vol.  ii.  p.  559. 

9  Hoveden,  p.  49s.  662.    M.  Paris,  pa  109.    M.  Weft.  p.  s?6. 
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c  h  A  p.  And  to  fuch  fcandalous  fhifts  was  Edward  reduced, 
Xiii.  thatt  he  quotes  a  paffage  from  Hoveden  ,  where  it  is 
afferted,  that  a  Scottiih  king  had  done  homage  to 
England  ;  but  he  purpofely  omits  the  latter  part  of 
the  fentence.,  which  exprefles  that  this  prince  did 
homage  for  the  lands  which  he  held  in  England. 

When  William,  king  of  Scotland,  was  taken 
priibner  in  the  battle  of  Ainwic,  he  was  obliged, 
for  the  recovery  of  his  liberty,  to  fwear  fealty  to  the 
victor  for  his  crown  itfelf.  The  deed  was  per- 
formed according  to  all  the  rites  of  the  feudal  law  : 
The  record  was  preferved  in  the  Englilh  archives, 
and  is  mentioned  by  all  the  hiflorians  :  But  as  it  is 
the  only  one  of  the  kind,  and  as  hiflorians  fpeak  of 
this  fuperiority  as  a  great  acquifition  gained  by  the 
fortunate  arms  of  Henry  II.  q,  there  can  remain  no 
doubt,  that  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  was,  in  all 
former  periods,  entirely  free  and  independent.  Its 
fubjeclion  continued  a  very  few  years  :  King  Rich- 
ard, defirous,  before  his  departure  for  the  Holy  Land, 
to  conciliate  the  friendfhip  of  William,  renounced 
that  homage,  which,  he  fays  in  exprefs  terms,  had 
been  extorted  by  his  father ;  and  he  only  retained 
the  ufual  homage  which  had  been  done  by  the 
•Scottjfh  princes  for  the  lands  which  they  held  in 
England. 

But  though  this  tranfaftion  rendered  the  inde- 
pendence of  Scotland  dill  more  unquestionable, 
than  if  no  fealty  had  ever  been  fworn  to  the  Englilh 
crown  ;  the  Scottifh  kings,  apprized  of  the  point 
aimed  at  bv  their  powerful  neighbours,  feem  for  a 
long  time  to  have  retained  fome  jealoufy  on  that 
head,  and  in  doing  homage,  to  have  anxiouily  ob- 
viated all  fuch  pretentions'  When  William  in 
1 200  did  homage  to  John  at  Lincoln,  he  was  care- 
ful to  infert  a  falvo  for  his  royal  dignity  :  When 
Alexander  III.  fent  afiiftance    to  his   father-in-law 

p  P.  66?..  q  Ncubr.  lib.  ii.  cap.  4.      Knyghton,  p   239 -• 

r  Hoveden,  p.  811. 
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Henry  III.  during   the  wars  of  the  barons,   he  pre-  c  ha  p. 
vioufly  procured  an  acknowledgment,  that  this   aid      Ali< 
was  granted  only  from  friendfhip,  not  from  any  right     ??9i. 
claimed  by  the  Englifii  monarch  s  :    And  when  the 
fame  prince  was  invited  to  affifl  at  the  coronation  o£ 
this  very  Edward,  he  declined  attendance,  till  he  re- 
ceived a  like  acknowledgment  \ 

But  as  all  thefe  reafons  (and  ftronger  could  not 
be  produced)  were  but  a  feeble  rampart  againft  the 
power  of  the  fword,   Edward,  carrying  with  him  a 
great   army,  which   was  to  enforce  his  proofs,  ad- 
vanced   to   the   frontiers,    and  invited   the  Scottifh 
parliament,  and   all  the  competitors,  to  attend  him- 
in  the  caftle    of  Norham,    a    place  fituated  on  the 
fouthern  banks  of  the  Tweed,  in  order  to  determine 
that  caufe    which  had   been  referred  to  his  arbitra- 
tion.    But  though   this  deference  feemed  due  to  fo 
great  a  monarch,    and  was  no  more  than  what  his- 
father  and  the  Englifh  barons  had,    in  fimiiar  cir- 
cumftances,  paid    to  Lewis  IX.,  the  king,    careful 
not  to  give  sambrage,  and  determined  never  to  pro- 
duce his  claim,-  till  it  fhould  be  too  late  to  think  of 
opposition,    fent    the  Scottifh  barons    an  acknow- 
ledgment, that,  though  at  that  time  they  palled  the 
frontiers,  this  flep  mould  never  be  drawn  into  pre- 
cedent,   or  afford  the  Englifh  kings   a  pretence  for 
exacting  alike  fubmiffion  in  any  future tranfaction  u.  lothM—, 
When  the  whole  Scottifh  nation  had  thus  unwarily 
put  themfelves  in    his  power,   Edward  opened  the 
conferences  at   Norham  :    He  informed  the  parlia- 
ment,   by  the  mouth  of  Roger  le  Brabancon,  his 
chief  jufliciary,  that  he  was  come  thither  to  deter- 
mine the  right    among    the    competitors  to    their 
crown  ;  that  he  was  determined  to  do  Uriel:  juflice 
to  all  parties  ;  and   that  he  was  entitled   to  this  au- 
thority, not  in  virtue  of  the  reference  made  to  him, 
but    in   quality  of  fuperior    and  liege  lord  of  thg 

s"  Ryiner,  vol.  ii.p.  S44.  *  See  note  [B]  at  the  end  of  the 

itolnme.  w  Ryraer,  vol.  ii.  p.  5*9.  £45,     Walling,  p.  56. 
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kingdom v.  He  then  produced  his  proofs  of  this 
fuperiority,  which  he  pretended  to  be  unqueftion-* 
able,  and  he  required  of  them  an  acknowledgment 
of  it ;  a  demand  which  was  fuperfluous  if  the  fact 
were  already  known  and  avowed,  and  which  plainly 
betrays  Edward's  confcioufnefs  of  his  lame  and  de- 
fective title.  The  Scottifh  parliament  was  ado- 
nimed  at  fo  new  a  pretention,  and  anfwered  only  by 
their  filence.  But  the  king,  in  order  to  maintain 
the  appearance  of  free  and  regular  proceedings, 
defired  them  to  remove  into  their  own  country,  to 
deliberate  upon  his  claim,  to  examine  his  proofs, 
to  propofe  all  their  objections,  and  to  inform  him  of 
their  refolution  :  And  he  appointed  a  plain  at  Up-- 
fettleton,  on  the  northern  banks  of  the  Tweed,  for 
that  purpofe. 

When    the    Scottifh    barons    affembled  in    this 
place,  though   moved  with   indignation  at   the   in- 
juftice   of  this  unexpected  claim,  and   at   the  fraud 
with  which    it  had  been    conducted,    they    found 
themfelves  betrayed  into  a  iltuation,  in  which  it  was 
importable  for  them   to  make    any  defence  for  the 
ancient  liberty  and  independence  of  their   country. 
The  king  of  England,  a  martial  and  politic  prince, 
at  the  head  of  a  powerful   army,  lay  at  a  very  fmall 
diftance,  and    was   only  feparated  from  them   by  a 
river  fordable  in  many  places.     Though  by  a  Hid- 
den flight  fome  of  them  might  themfelves  be   able 
to  make  their  efcape,   what  hopes  could  they  en- 
tertain  of  fecuring  the  kingdom  againft  his  future 
enterprises  ?  Without  a  head,  without  union  among 
themfelves,  attached  all  of  them   to  different  com- 
petitors,   whofe  title  they    had  raflily  fubmitted  to 
the  decifion  of  this  foreign  ufurper,  and  who  were 
thereby  reduced   to  an  abfolute  dependence  upon 
him ;    they    could    only   expect,  by   refinance,    to 
entail  on  themfelves    and   their  poilerity    a  more 

w  Rymer,  vol.  ii.  p.  543.   See  note  [C]  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
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grievous  and  more  deflru&ive  fervitude.     Yet,  even  c  w  a.  p. 
in  this   defperate   flate  of  their  affairs,  the   Scottifh  \^~^^, 
barons,  as  we  learn  from  Walfingham  w,  one  of  the      2291. 
bed  hiilorians  of  that   period,    had  the  courage  to 
reply,  that,  till  they  had  a  king,  they  could  take  no 
resolution  on  fo  momentous  a  point :  The  journal  of 
king  Edward  fays,  that  they  made  no  anfwer  at  all  x  : 
That  is,  perhaps,   no  particular  anfwer   or  objection 
to  Edward's  claim  :   And  by  this  folution  it  is  poiTible 
to  reconcile  the  journal  with  thehiflorian.   The  king 
therefore,  interpreting   their  filence   as  confent,  ad- 
dreffed   hiinfelf  to   the  feveral  competitors,  and  pre- 
vioufly  to  his  pronouncing  fentence,  required   their 
acknowledgment  of  his  fuperiority. 

It  is  evident  from  the  genealogy  of  the  royal 
family  of  Scotland,  that  there  could  only  be  two 
queilions  about  the  fucceffion,  that  between  BalioJ. 
and  Bruce  on  the  one  hand,  and  lord  Haflings  on 
the  other,  concerning  the  partition  of  the  crown  5 
and  that  between  Baliol  and  Bruce  themfelves  con- 
cerning the  preference  of  their  refpeclives  titles,  fup- 
pofing  the.  kingdom  indivifible  :  Yet  there  appeared 
on  this  occalion  no  lei's  than  nine  claimants  befides  ; 
John  Comyn  or  Cummin  lord  of  Badenoch,  Flo- 
rence earl  of  Holland,  Patric  Dunbar  earl  of  March, 
William  de  Vefcey,  Robert  de  Pynkeni,  Nicholas 
de  Soules,  Patric  Galythly,  Roger  de  Mandevilie, 
Robert  de  Rofs  ;  not  to  mention  the  king  of  Nor- 
way, who  claimed  as  heir  to  his  daughter  Margaret  >', 
Some  of  thefe  competitors  were  defcended  from  more 
remote  branches  of  the  roval  family  ;  others  were 
even  fprung  from  illegitimate  children  ;  and  as  none 
of  them  had  the  leafl  pretence  of  right,  it  is  natural 
to  conjecture,  that  Edward  had  fecretly  encouraged 
them  to  appear  in  the  lift  of  claimants,  that  he  might 

w 'Page  56.  M.  Weft.  p.  436.  It  is  Paid  by  Hemingford,  vol.  i- 
p.  13.  that  the  king  menaced  violently  the  Scotch  barons,  and  forced 
them  to  compliance,  at  leaft  to  fi'.ence. 

x  Rymer,  vol.  ii.p.  548.  v  Waiting,  p.  5S. 
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c  h  A  ?.  fow  the  more  divifion  among   the  Scottlfh  nobilitv, 
■    T^  make  the  ca-ufe  appear  the  more  intricate,  and  be  able 
n9,.      to  chute,  among  a  great  number,  the  mofl  obfequious 
candidate. 

But  he  found  them  all  equally  pbfequious  on  this 
occafion  ".    Robert  Bruce  was  the  firfr.  that  acknow- 
ledged Edward's  right   of  fuperioricy  over  Scotland  ; 
and  he   had   io  far  forefeen   the   king's  pretentions, 
that    even  in  his  petition,    where   he    fet  forth  his 
claim  to   the  crown,    he   had  previoufly  applied  to 
him  as  liege  lord  of  the  kingdom  ;    a  flep  which  was 
not  taken  by  any  of  the  other  competitors  a.     They 
all,  however,  with  feeming  willingnefs,  made  a  like 
acknowledgment  when  required ;     though    Baliol, 
left  he   mould  give   offence  to  the    Scottim  nation, 
had  taken  care  to  be  abfent  during  the  firft  days  5 
and  he  was  the  lad  that  recognized  the  king's  title b. 
Edward  next  deliberated  concerning  the  method  of 
proceeding  in   the  difcuffion  of  this  great   contro- 
verfy.     He  gave  orders,  that  Baliol,  and  fuch  of  the 
competitors  as  adhered   to  him,  mould  chufe  forty 
commillioriers  ;     Bruce    and    his     adherents    forty 
more  :     To  thefe  the  king  added  twenty-four  Eng- 
lifiimen  :   He   ordered  thefe  hundred  and  four  com* 
million ers   to  examine  the  caufe  deliberately  among 
themfelves,  and  make  their  report    to  himc:  And 
he   promifed  in  the  enfuing  year  to    give  his  deter- 
mination.    Mean  while  he  pretended   that  it  was 
requifite  to  have  all  the  fortreifes  of  Scotland  deli- 
vered into  his  hands,  in  order  to  enable  him,  with- 
out  oppofition,  to  put  the   true  heir  in  poneffion  of 
the   crown  ;   and  this  exorbitant  demand  was   com- 
plied with,  both  by  the  Hates  and  by  the  claimants  6» 
The   governors    aifo  of  all  the  caftles  immediately 
refigned   their   command  j    except  Uinfreville  earl 

z  Rymer,  vol.  ii.  p,  529,  545.     Walling,  p.  56.    Hemir.g.  vol.  i. 
p.  33,   34.     Trivet,   p.  260.     M.  Weft.  p.    415.  a  Rymer, 

vol.  ii.  p.  577,  578,  579.  b  Ibid.  p.  546.  c  Ibid. 
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fcf  Angus,  who  refufed,  without  a  formal  and  parti-  C  ft  A  p. 
cular  acquittal  from  the  parliament  and  the  feveral  ^xin;  ^ 
claimants,    to  furrender  his   forr::eiTes  to   fo  domi-      Il9I, 
neering  an  arbiter,  who  had  given  to  Scotland  fo 
many  juft  reafons  of  fufpklon  e.     Before  this  af- 
fembly  broke  up,  which  had  fixed  fuch  a  mark  of 
dilhonour  on  the  nation,  all  the  prelate?,  and  barons 
there    prefent   iwore   fealty  to   Edward ;    and   that 
prince  appointed  commiiliohers  to  receive  a  like  oath 
from  all  the  other  barons  and  perfons  of  diilinction 
in  Scotland  f. 

The  king  having  finally  made>  as  he  imagined* 
this  important  acquifition,  left  the  commiffioners 
to  fit  at  Bervvic,  and  examine  the  titles  of  the  feve* 
ral  competitors  who  chimed  the  precarious  crown* 
which  Edward  was  willing  for  fome  time  to  allow 
the  lawful  heir  to  enjoy.  He  went  fouthwafds, 
both  in  order  to  affift  at  the  funeral  of  his  mother 
queen  Eleanor,  who  died  about  this  time,  and  to 
■compofe  fome  differences  which  had  arifen  among 
the  principal  nobility.  Gilbert  earl  of  Glocefter* 
the  greateft  baron  of  the  kingdom,  had  efpoufed  the 
king's  daughter  ;  and  being  elated  by  that  alliance* 
and  dill  more  by  his  own  power,  which,  he  thought, 
fet  him  above  the  laws,  he  permitted  his  bailiffs 
and  vaiTals  to  commit  violence  on  the  lands  of  Htihi* 
phry  Bohuil  earl  of  Hereford,  who  retaliated  the 
injury  by  like  violence;  But  this  was  riot  a  reign  in 
which  fuch  illegal  proceedings  could  pafs  with  im- 
punity* Edward  procured  a  fentence  againfl  the" 
two  earls,  committed  them  both  to  prifon,  and  would 
not  reftore  them  to  their  liberty  till  he  exacled  a  fine 
of  iooo  marks  from  Hereford,  and  one  of  io,ooo 
from  his  fon-in-law. 

During  this  interval,  the   titles  of  John  Ballot      **95i 
and  of  Robert  BrUCe,  whofe  elaims  appeared  to  be 
the  bell  founded  among  the  competitors  for  the 

e  Rymcr,  Vol.  ii.  p.  ;3i.  *  Ibid,  p*  j 75. 
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chap,  crown  of  Scotland,  were  the  fubject  of  general  dif- 
XiK.      quifition,    as  well  as  of  debate  among   the  com- 
s'u      mimoners.     Edward,  in  order   to  give  greater  au- 
thority to  his  intended  decifion,  propofed  this  ge- 
neral  queftion   both  to  the  commifnoners  and  to 
all  the    celebrated    lawyers    in  Europe  ;    Whether 
a  perfon  defcended  from  the  eldell  filler,  but  far- 
ther removed  by  one  degree,  were  preferable,  in 
the  fucceflion  of  kingdoms,  fiefs,   and  other  indi- 
vifible   inheritances,    to    one  defcended    from  the 
younger  filter,   but  one  degree  near  to  the   com- 
mon flock  ?    This  was  the  true  flate  of  the  cafe  ; 
and  the  principle  of  reprefentation  had  now  gained 
fuch  ground  every  where,    that  a  uniform  anfwer 
was  returned  to  the  king  in  the  affirmative.     He 
therefore  pronounced  fentence  in  favour  of  Baliol  ; 
and  when  Bruce,  upon  this  difappointment,  joined 
afterwards  lord  Railings,    and  claimed  a  third  of 
the  kingdom,   which  he  now  pretended  to  be  di- 
vifible,  Edward,  though  his  intereit  feemed  more 
to   require   the  partition  of  Scotland,    again   pro- 
Awndof  nounced  fentence  in  favour  of  Baliol.     That  com- 
EcUvardin  petitor,  upon  renewing  his  oath  of  fealty  to  Eng- 
Baiol  °f    ^n&,  was  put  in  pofleinon  of  the  kingdom g ;  all  his 
fortrelVes  were  reflored  to  him  h  j  and  the  conduct  of 
Edward,  both  in  the  deliberate  folemnity  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  in  the  juftice  of  the  award,  was  fo  far 
unexceptionable. 
IS91.  Had  the  king  entertained  no  other  view  than  that 

of  eflabliihing  his  fuperiority  over  Scotland,  though 
the  iniquity  of  that  claim  was  apparent,  and  was 
aggravated  by  the  moil  egregious  breach  of  truft, 
he  might  have  fixed  his  pretentions,  and  have  left 
that  important  acquisition  to  his  pofterity  :  But  he 
immediately  proceeded  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  made 
it  evident,  that,  not  content  with  this  ufurpation, 
he  aimed  alfo  at  the  abfolute  fovereignty  and  do- 
ss Rymer,  vol.  ii.  p,  590,  591.  593.  6a>o. 
-  Ibid-  p.  jQO- 
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minion  of  the  kingdom.  Inftead  of  gradually  in-  c  HAP. 
uring  the  Scots  to  the  yoke,  and  exerting  his  rights  ^[ir' 
of  fuperiority  with  moderation,  he  encouraged  all  ^3<~ 
appeals  to  England ;  required  king  John  himfelf, 
by  fix  different  fummons  on  trivial  occafions,  to 
come  to  London  ' ;  refufed  him  the  privilege  of  de- 
fending his  caufe  by  a  procurator ;  and  obliged 
him  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  his  parliament  as  a  pri- 
vate perfon k.  Thefe  humiliating  demands  were 
hitherto  quite  unknown  to  a  king  of  Scotland :  They 
are,  however,  the  neceflary  confequence  of  vaf- 
falage  by  the  feudal  law ;  and  as  there  was  no  pre- 
ceding inftance  of  fuch  treatment  fubmitted  to  by 
a  prince  of  that  country,  Edward  muft,  from  that 
c.ircumftance  alone,  had  there  remained  any  doubt, 
have  been  himfelf  convinced  that  his  claim  was  al- 
together an  ufurpation  *.  But  his  intention  plainly 
was,  to  enrage  Balioi  by  thefe  indignities,  to  en- 
gage him  in  rebellion,  and  to  alfume  the  dominion 
of  the  date,  as  a  punifhment  of  his  treafon  and 
felony.  Accordingly  Balioi,  though  a  prince  of  a 
foft  and  gentle  fpirit,  returned  into  Scotland  highly 
provoked  at  this  ufage,  and  determined  at  all  ha- 
zards to  vindicate  his  liberty ;  and  the  war  which 
foon  after  broke  out  between  France  and  England 

o 

gave  him  a  favourable  opportunity  of  executing  his 
purpofe. 

The  violence,  robberies,  and  diforders,  to  which 
that  age  was  fo  fubject,  were  not  confined  to  the 
licentious  barons  and  their  retainers  at  land  :  The 
fea  was  equally  infefled  with  piracy  :  The  feeble  ex- 
ecution of  the  laws  nad  given  licenfe  to  all  orders 
of  men :  And  a  general  appetite  for  rapine  and  re- 
venge, fupported  by  a  falfe  point  of  honour,  had 
alfo  infected  the  merchants  and  mariners ;  and  it 
puihed  them,  on  any  provocation,  to  feek  redrefs 

1  Rymer,  vol.  ii.  p   603-  605,  6c6.  608.  615,  616. 

k  Ryley's  Placit  Pari.  p.  152*  153. 

*  S.ee  note  [D]  at, the  end  of  the  volume, 
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CHAP,  by  immediate  retaliation  upon   the  aggrefTors.      A 

v^-^-i^z  Norman  and  an  Engliih  veiTel  met  oft"  the  coait  near 

i>9?.      Bayonne  ;    and  both  of  them  having  occafion  for 

IVanceVlth  water'  taeY  ^ent  ^eir  boats  zo  ^anc^'  ail(^  ^  Several 
crews  came  at  the  fame  time  to  the  fame  fpring  : 
There  enfued  a  quarrel  for  the  preference  :  A  Nor- 
man, drawing  his  dagger,  attempted  to  flab  an 
Engiifhman  ;  who  grappling  with  him,  threw  his 
adverfary  on  the  ground  ■  and  the  Norman,  as  was 
pretended,  falling  on  his  own  dagger,  was  fiain  '. 
This  fcuffle  between  two  feamen  about  water,  foon 
kindled  a  bloody  war  between  the  two  nations,  and 
involved  a  great  part  of  Europe  in  the  quarrel. 
The  mariners  of  the  Norman  fhip  carried  their 
complaints  to  the  French  king  :  Philip,  without  en- 
quiring into  the  fad,  without  demanding  redreis, 
bade  them  take  revenge,  and  trouble  him  no  more 
about  the  matter  "\  The  Normans,  who  had  been 
more  regular  than  ufual  in  applying  to  the  crown, 
needed  but  this  hint  to  proceed  to  immediate  vio- 
lence. They  feized  an  Engliih  fhip  in  the  chan- 
nel ;  and  hanging,  along  with  fome  dogs,  feveral 
of  the  crew  on  the  yard-arm,  in  prefence  of  their 
companions,  difmiffed  the  veffel  n  ;  and  bade  the 
mariners  inform  their  countrymen,  that  vengeance 
was  now  taken  for  the  blood  of  the  Norman  killed 
at  Bayonne.  This  injury,  accompanied  with  fo 
general  and  deliberate  an  infb'lt,  was  relented  by 
the  mariners  of  the  cinque-ports,  who,  without  car- 
rying any  complaint  to  the  king,  or  waiting  for  re- 
drefs,  retaliated,  by  committing  like  barbarities  on 
all  French  vefTels  without  diftinclion.  The  French, 
provoked  by  their  loffes,  preyed  on  the  ihips  of  all 
Edward's  fubjecls,  whether  Englifh  or  Galcon  :  The 
fea  became  a  fcene  of  piracy  between  the  nations : 
The  fovereigns,  without  either  feconding  or  repreil- 
ing  the  violence  of  their  fubjecrs,  feemed  to  remain 

1  Walfing.  p.  58.    Heming.  vol. i.  p.  39.  w  Walfing.  p.  58. 
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indifferent    fpe&ators :    The  Englifh    made  private  CHAP, 
affociations  with   the  Irith  and  Dutch   feamen;    the      xm- 
French  with  the  Flemifh  and  Genoefe  ° :    And  the 
animofities    of  the    people    on   both  fides  became 
every  day  more  violent  and  barbarous.     A  fleet  of 
two  hundred  Norman   veffels  fet  fail   to  the  fouth 
for  wine  and  other  commodities  ;  and  in  their  paifage 
feized  all   the  Engiim  lliips  which   they  met  with  ; 
hanged  the  feamen,  and  feized  the  goods.     The  in- 
habitants of  the  Engiim  fea-ports,  informed  of  this 
incident,  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  fixty  fail,  ftronger  and 
better  manned  than  the  others,    and  awaited  the 
enemy  on  their  return.     After  an  obftinate  battle, 
they  put  them  to  rout,  and  funk,  deflroyed,  or  took 
the  greater  part  of  them  p.     No  quarter  was  given  ; 
and  it  is  pretended    that   the  lofs  of  the  French 
amounted  to  fifteen  thoufand  men :   Which  is  ac- 
counted for  by  this  circumftance,   that  the  Norman 
fleet  was   employed  in  tranfporting  a  confiderable 
body  of  foldiers  from  the  fouth. 

The  affair  was  now  become  too  important  to 
be  any  longer  overlooked  by  the  fovereigns.  On 
Philip's  fending  an  envoy  to  demand  reparation 
and  reititution,  the  king  difpatched  the  bifhop  of 
London  to  the  French  court,  in  order  to  accom- 
modate the  quarrel.  He  firft  faid,  that  the  Englifh 
courts  of  jultice  were  open  to  all  men  ;  and  if  any 
Frenchman  were  injured,  he  might  feek  reparation 
by  courfe  of  law  q.  He  next  offered  to  adjufl:  the 
matter  by  private  arbiters,  or  by  a  perfonal  interview 
with  the  king  of  France,  or  by  a  reference  either 
to  the  pope  or  the  college  of  cardinals,  or  any  par- 
ticular cardinals  agreed  on  by  both  parties r.  The 
French,  probably  the  more  difgufted  as  they  were 
hitherto  lofers  in  the  quarrel,  refufed  all  thefe  ex- 
pedients :  The  veffels  and  the  goods  of  merchants 
were  conhTcated  on  both  fides  :    Depredations  were 

0  Heming.  vol.  i.  p.  40.  P  Walling,  p.  60.    Trivet,  p.  274, 

CJiroi}.  Dunft.  vol.  iit  p.  609.        «J  Trivet,  p.  275.  *  Ibid. 
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CHAP,  continued  by  the  Gafcons  on  the  weftern  ccafl  of 
France,  as  well  as  by  the  Englifh  in  the  channel : 

1293.  Philip  cited  the  king,  as  duke  of  Guienne,  to 
appear  in  his  court  at  Paris,  and  anfwer  for  thefe 
offences :  And  Edward,  apprehenfive  of  danger  to 
that  province,  fent  John  St.  John,  an  experienced 
foldier,  to  Bourdeaux,  and  gave  him  directions  to 

3j54.      put  Guienne  in  a  poflure  of  defence  s. 

That  he  might,  however,  prevent  a  final  rupr 
ture  between  the  nations,  the  king  difpatched  his 
brother,  Edmond  earl  of  Lancafter,  to  Paris  ;  and 
as  this  prince  had  efpoufed  the  queen  of  Navarre, 
mother  to  Jane  queen  of  France,  he  feemed,  on 
account  of  that  alliance,  the  moft  proper  perfon  for 
finding  expedients  to  accommodate  the  difference. 
Jane  pretended  to  interpofe  with  her  good  offices : 
Mary,  the  queen-dowager,  feigned  the  fame  ami7 
cable  difpofition  :  And  thefe  two  princefles  told 
Edmond,  that  the  circumftance  the  moil  difficult 
to  adjufl  was  the  point  of  honour  v/ith  Philip,  who 
thought  himfelf  affronted  by  the  injuries  committed 
againff.  him  by  his  fub-vaffals  in  Guienne  :  But  if 
Edward  would  once  eonfent  to  give  him  feizin  and 
poffeiTion  of  that  province,  he  would  think  his  honour 
fully  repaired,  would  engage  to  reffore  Guienne 
immediately,  and  would  accept  of  a  very  eafy  fa- 
tisfaclion  for  all  the  other  injuries.  The  king  was 
confulted  on  the  occafion  ;  and  as  he  then  found 
himfelf  in  immediate  danger  of  war  with  the  Scots., 
which  he  regarded  as  the  more  important  concern, 
this  politic  prince,  blinded  by  his  favourite  paffion 
for  fubdui  ng  that  nation,  allowed  himfelf  to  be  de- 
ceived by  fo  grofs  an  artifice  '.  He  fent  his  brother 
orders  to  fign  and  execute  the  treaty  with  the  two 
queens  ;  Philip  folemnly  promifed  to  execute  his 
part  of  it ;  and  the  king's  citation  to  appear  in  the 
court  of  France  was  accordingly  recalled :    But  the 

s  Trivet,  p.  276.  c  Rymer,  vol.  ii.  p   6(9,     620.     Wal- 
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French  monarch  was  no  fooner  put  in  poiTemon  of  c  11  a  p. 
Guienne,   than  the  citation  was  renewed ;  Edward 
was  condemned  for  non-appearance  ;  and  Guienne, 
by  a  formal  fentence,  was  declared  to  be  forfeited 
and  annexed  to  the  crown u. 

Edward,  fallen  into  a  like  fnare  with  that  which 
he  himfelf  had  fpread  for  the  Scots,  was  enraged  ; 
and  the  more  fo,  as  he  was  juftly  afhamed  of  his 
own  conduct,  in  being  fo  egregioufiy  over-reached 
by  the  court  of  France.  Senfible  of  the  extreme 
difficulties  which  he  mould  encounter  in  the  reco- 
very of  Gafcony,  where  he  had  not  retained  a  fingle 
place  in  his  hands,  he  endeavoured  to  com  pen  fa  re 
that  lofs,  by  forming  alliances  with  fcveral  princes, 
who  he  projected  fhould  attack  France  on  all 
quarters,  and  make  a  diverfion  of  her  forces. 
Adolphus  de  NalTau,  king  of  the  Romans,  entered 
into  a  treaty  with  him  for  that  purpofe  T  ;  as  did 
alfo  Amaciseus  count  of  Savoy,  the  archbifhop  of 
Cologne,  the  counts  of  Gueldre  and  Luxembourg, 
the  duke  of  Brabant  and  count  of  Barre,  who  had 
married  his  two  daughters,  Margaret  and  Eleanor  : 
But  thefe  alliances  were  extremely  burdenforae 
to  his  narrow  revenues,  and  proved  in  the  iflue 
entirely  ineffectual.  More  impreflion  was  made  on 
Guienne  by  an  Englifh  army,  which  he  completed 
by  emptying  the  jails  of  many  thoufand  thieves 
and  robbers,  who  had  been  confined  there  for  their 
crimes.  So  low  had  the  profeflion  of  arms  fallen, 
and  fo  much  had  it  degenerated  from  the  ellimation 
in  which  it  Hood  during  the  vigour  of  the  feudal 
fyftem ! 

The  king  himfelf  was  detained  in  England,  firft       1295. 
by  contrary  winds  ",  then  by  his  apprehenfion  of  a 
Scottifh  invafion,    and  by  a  rebellion  of  the  Wellh, 
whom  he  reprefied  and  brought  again  under  fub- 

»  Hyme;-,  vol.  ii.  p.  620.62a.     Xyalfinj.  p,  61.   Trivet,  p.  27S. 
W  J&BUgg,  vol.  i.  p.  51.  x  Chron.  Dunft.  vol.  ii.  p.  6j2. 
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chap.  jedlion r.     The  army  which  he    fent  to  Guienne, 
XI1'*      was  commanded  by  his  nephew,    John  de  Bretagne 
43S5<       earl    of  Richmond,    and  under  him    by  St.  John, 
Tibetot,  de  Vere,  and  other  officers  of  reputation z ; 
who    made    themfelves    mailers    of    the    town    of 
Bayonne,    as  well  as  of  Bourg,  Blaye,  Reole,  St. 
Severe,    and  other   places,    which  ftraitened  Bour« 
deaux,    and  cut  off  its  communication  both  by  Tea 
and  land.     The  favour  which  the  Gafcon  nobility 
bore    to  the  Englim  government  facilitated    thef'e 
conquefts,    and  feemed  to  promife  flill  greater  fuc- 
cefTes ;  but  this  advantage  was  foon  loft  by  the  mif- 
eonduct  of  fome  of  the  officers.     Philip's  brother, 
Charles    de  Valois,    who   commanded  the  French 
armies,    having   laid    fiege    to    Podenfac,    a    fmail 
fortrefs  near  Reole,   obliged   GifFard    the  governor 
to  capitulate  ;    and   the  articles,  though  favourable 
to  the  Englifh,    left  all  the  Gafcons  prifoners  at  dis- 
cretion, of  whom  above  fifty  were  hanged  by  Charles 
as  rebels  ;  A  policy  by  which  he  both  intimidated 
that  people,    and   produced   an    irreparable  breach 
between  them  and  the  Englifh a.     That  prince  im- 
mediately attacked  Reole,  where  the  earl  of  Rich« 
mond  himfelf  commanded  ;  and  as  the  place  feemed 
not  tenable,  the  Englim  general  drew  his  troops  to 
the  water-fide,  with  an  intention  of  embarking  with 
the  greater  part  of  the  army.  The  enraged  Gafcons 
fell   upon  his  .rear,    and  at  the  fame  time  opened 
their  gates  to   the  French,    who,    befides  making 
themfelves     mailers    of     the    place,    took    many 
prifoners  of  diftinction.     St.  Severe  was  more  vi- 
goroufly  defended    by  Hugh  de  Vere,   fon  of  the 
earl  of  Oxford  ;  but  was  at  lafr.  obliged  to  capitulate. 
The  French  king,    not  content  with  thefe  fucceffes 
in  Gafcony,  threatened  England  with  an  invafion  j 
and,    by  -4  fudden  attempt,    his  troops    took  and 

y  Walfing.p.  62.    Heming.  vol.  i.  p- 55.  Trivet,  p   282.   Chrort. 
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burnt  Dover b,  but  were  obliged  foon  after  to  retire  C  11  A.  P- 
And  in  order  to  make  a  greater  diverfion  of  the  ,_^[1L. 
Englifti  force,  and  engage  Edward  in  dangerous  and       J295> 
important   wars,  he  formed  a  fecret  alliance  with 
John  Baliol  king  of  Scotland  ;  the  commencement 
of  that  ftrict  union  which  during  fo  many  centuries 
was  maintained  by  mutual  interefls  and  necellities 
between   tne  French   and  Scottim   nations.     John 
confirmed  this  alliance,  by  ftipulating  a  marriage 
between  his  eldeft  fon  and  the  daughter  of  Charles 
de  Valois c. 

The  expences  attending  thefe  multiplied  wars  of  Digreffioe 
Edward,  and   his    preparations  for   war,  joined  to  f°g  the* 
alterations  which  had  infenfibly  taken  place  in  the  conftitu- 
general  ftate  of  affairs,  obliged  him  to  have  frequent  foment.3*" 
recourfe  to  parliamentary  fupplies^  introduced  the 
lower  orders  of  the  ftate  into  the  public  councils, 
and  laid   the  foundations  of  great  and  important 
changes  in  the  government. 

Though  nothing  could  be  worfe  calculated  for 
cultivating  the  arts  of  peace,  or  maintaining  peace 
itfelf,  than  the  long  fubordination  of  vaiTalage  from 
the  king  to  the  meaneit  gentleman,  and  the  confe- 
quent  flavery  of  the  lower  people  ;  evils  infeparable 
from  the  feudal  fyftem ;  that  fyftem  was  never  able 
to  fix  the  ftate  in  a  proper  warlike  pofture,  or  give 
it  the  full  exertion  of  its  power  for  defence,  and  (till 
lefs  for  offence  againfl  a  public  enemy.  The  milk 
tary  tenants,  unacquainted  with  obedience,  unex- 
perienced in  war,  held  a  rank  in  the  troops  by  their 
birth,  not  by  their  merits  or  fervices ;  compofed 
a  diforderly,  and  confequently  a  feeble  army  ;  and 
during  the  few  days  which  they  were  obliged  by 
their  tenures  to  remain  in  the  field,  were  often  more 
formidable  to  their  own  prince  than  to  foreign 
powers,  again  ft  whom  they  were  affembled.     The 

b  Trivet,  p.  2S4.    Chron.  Dunft.  vol.  ii.  p.  642.  c  Rymer, 
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chap,  fovereigns  came  gradually  to  difufe  this  cumberfome 
and  dangerous  machine,  fo  apt  to  recoil  upon  the 
hand  which  held  it ;  and  exchanging  the  military 
fervice  for  pecuniary  fupplies,  inlifted  forces  by 
means  of  a  contract  with  particular  officers  (fuch  as 
thofe  the  Italians  denominate  Condottieri),  whom 
they  difmuTed  at  the  end  of  the  war d.  The  barons 
and  knights  themielves  often  entered  into  thefe  en- 
gagements with  the  prince ;  and  were  enabled  to  fill 
their  bands,  both  by  the  authority  which  they  pof- 
feffed  over  their  vaffals  and  tenants,  and  from  the 
great  numbers  of  loofe  diforderly  people,  whom  they 
found  on  their  eftates,  and  who  willingly  embraced 
an  opportunity  of  gratifying  their  appetite  for  war 
and  rapine. 

Meanwhile  the  old  Gothic  fabric,  being  ne- 
glected, went  gradually  to  decay.  Though  the 
Conqueror  had  divided  all  the  lands  of  England  into 
fixty  thoufand  knights'  fees,  the  number  of  thefe 
was  infenfibly  diminimed  by  various  artifices ;  and 
the  king  at  laft  found,  that  by  putting  the  law  in 
execution,  he  could  afTemble  a  fmall  part  only  of 
the  ancient  force  of  the  kingdom.  It  was  an  ufual 
expedient  for  men  who  held  of  the  king  or  great 
barons  by  military  tenure,  to  transfer  their  land  to 
the  church,  and  receive  it  back  by  another  tenure, 
called  frankalmoigne,  by  which  they  were  not  bound 
to  perform  any  fervice c.  A  law  was  made  againft 
this  practice ;  but  the  abufe  had  probably  gone  far 
before  it  was  attended  to,  and  probably  was  not 
entirely  corrected  by  the  new  ftatute,  which,  like 
inoff.  laws  of  that  age,  we  may  conjecture  to  have 
been  but  feebly  executed  by  the  magiftrate  againil 
the  perpetual  intereft  of  fo  many  individuals,  The 
conftable  and  marefchal,  when  they  muflered  the 
armies,  often  in  a  hurry,  and  for  want  of  better  in- 
formation, received  the  fervice  of  a  baron  for  fewer 

d  Cotton's  Abr.  p.  it.  e  Madpx's  Barpijia  Anglica,  p.  114. 
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kniehts'  fees  than  were  due  bv  him  ;  and  one  pre-  C  11  A  P. 
cedent  of  this  kind  was  held  good  againft  the  king,  ^^j^, 
and  became  ever  after  a  reafon  for  diminifhing  the      1295. 
fervice  .     The  rolls  of  knights'  fees  were  inaccu- 
rately kept ;  no  care  was  taken  to  correct  them  be- 
fore the  armies  were  fummoned  into  the  field  r ;  it 
was  then  too  late  to  think  of  examining  records  and 
charters  ;  and  the  fervice  was  accepted  on  the  foot- 
ing which  the  vaflal  himfelf  was  pleafed  to  acknow- 
ledge, after  all  the  various  fubdivifions  and  conjunc- 
tions of  property  had  thrown  an  obfcurity  on  the 
nature  and  extent  of   his  tenure  K     It  is  eafy  to 
judge  of  the  intricacies  which  would  attend  dilputes 
of    this    kind   with   indviduals  ;    when    even    the 
number  of  military  fees   belonging  to  the  church, 
whofe  property  was  fixed  and  unalienable,  became 
the  fubjecl:  of  controverfy  ;  and  we  find  in  particu- 
lar, that  when  the  bifhop  of  Durham  was  charged 
with  feventy  knights'  fees  for  the  aid  levied  on  oc- 
cafion   of  the  marriage   of  Henry  II. 's  daughter  to 
the  duke  of  Saxony,  the  prelate  acknowledged  ten 
and  difowned  the  other  fixty '.     It  is  not  known  in 
what  manner  this  difference  was  terminated ;  but 
had  the  quellion  been  concerning  an  armament  to 
defend  the  kingdom,  the  bifhop's  fervice  would  pro- 
bably have  been  received  without  oppofition  for  ten 
fees  ;  and  this  rate  muft  alfo  have  fixed  all  his  future 
payments.      Pecuniary    fcutages,    therefore,    dimi- 
niihed  as  much  as  military  fervices  k :  Other  me- 
thods of  filling  the  exchequer,  as  well  as  the  armies, 

f  Madox's  Baronia  Anglica.  p.  115, 

z  We  hear  only  of  one  king,  Hem  y  II.  who  took  this  pains ;  and 
the  record,  called  Liber  niger  Scaccarii,  was  the  reiult  of  it. 

h  Madox,liar.  Ang.  p.  116.     •  lbi.i.p.  122.     Hift.  of  Exch.  p.  404. 

*  In  order  to  pay  the  turn  of  1:0,000  marks,  as  king  Richard's 
riuifom,  twenty  millings  were  impofed  on  each  knight's  tee.  Had 
the  fees  remained  on  the  oiiginal  footing  as  fettled  by  the  Conqueror, 
this  fcutftge  would  haye  amounted  to  90,000  marks,  which  was 
nearly  thefum  required.  But  we  find  that  other  grievous  taxes  were 
impofed  to  complete  it :  A  certain  proof  that  many  frauds  a,nd  abul'es 
fead  prevailed  in  the  roll  of  knight;/  fees, 

Q  muft 
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laws  and  inflitutions ;   and  the  great  alterations  in 
1295.       the  finances  and  military  power  of  the  crown,  as 
well  as  in  private  property,  were  the  fource  of  equal 
innovations  in  every  part  of  the   legiflature  or  civil 


government. 

o 


The  exorbitant  eftates  conferred  by  the  Norman 
on  his  barons  and  chieftains,  remained  not  long  en- 
tire  and  unimpaired.  The  landed  property  was 
gradually  fhared  out  into  more  hands  ;  and  thofe 
tmmenfe  baronies  were  divided,  either  by  provifions 
to  younger  children,  by  partitions  among  co-heirs, 
by  fale,  or  by  efcheating  to  the  king,  who  gratified 
a  great  number  of  his  courtiers,  by  dealing  them 
out  among  them  in  fmaller  portions.  Such  mo- 
derate eftates,  as  they  required  ceconomy,  and  con- 
fined the  proprietors  to  live  at  home,  were  better 
calculated  for  duration  ;  and  the  order  of  knights 
and  fmall  barons  grew  daily  more  numerous,  and 
began  to  form  a  very  refpectable  rank  or  order  in 
the  Hate.  As  they  were  all  immediate  vaifals  of  the 
crown  by  military  tenure,  they  were,  by  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  feudal  law,  equally  intitled  with  the 
greateil  barons  to  a  feat  in  the  national  or  general 
councils  ;  and  this  right,  though  regarded  as  a  pri- 
vilege which  the  owners  would  not  entirely  relin- 
quish, was  alfo  confidered  as  a  burthen,  which  they 
defired  to  be  fubje&ed  to  on  extraordinary  occafions 
only.  Hence  it  was  provided  in  the  charter  of  king 
John,  that  while  the  great  barons  were  fummoned 
to  the  national  council  by  a  particular  writ,  the  fmall 
barons,  under  which  appellation  the  knights  were 
alfo  comprehended,  mould  only  be  called  by  a  ge- 
neral fummons  of .  the  fheriff.  The  difdnclion  be- 
tween great  and  fmall  barons,  like  that  between 
rich  and  poor,  was  not  exactly  defined  j  but  agree- 
ably to  the  inaccurate  genius  of  that  age,  and  to 
the  fimplicity  of  ancient  government,  was  left  very 
much  to  be  determined  by  the  discretion  of  the  king 
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and  his  miniflers.  It  was  ufual  for  the  prince  to  C  H  ft  P. 
require,  by  a  particular  fummons,  the  attendance  xUl' 
of  a  baron  in  one  parliament,  and  to  neglect  him  ,29J, 
in  future  parliaments  l ;  nor  was  this  uncertainty 
ever  complained  of  as  an  injury.  He  attended  when 
required  ;  He  was  better  pleafed,  on  other  occa- 
fions,  to  be  exempted  from  the  burthen  :  And  as 
he  was  acknowledged  to  be  of  the  fame  order  with 
the  greateft  barons,  it  gave  them  no  furprife  to  fee 
him  take  his  feat  in  the  great  council,  whether  he 
appeared  of  his  own  accord,  or  by  a  particular  fum- 
mons from  the  king.  The  barons  by  icvvY,  there- 
fore, began  gradually  to  intermix  themfelves  with 
the  barons  by  tenure ;  and  as  Camden  tells  us  m> 
from  an  ancient  manufcript  now  loft,  that  after  the 
battle  of  Eve  (ham  a  pofitive  law  was  enacted,  pro- 
hibiting every  baron  from  appearing  in  parliarnenr 
who  was.  not  invited  thither  by  a  particular  fum» 
mons,  the  whole  baronage  of  England  held  thence* 
forward  their  feat  by  writ,  and  this  important  privi- 
lege of  their  tenures  was  in  effect  abolifhed.  Only 
where  writs  had  been  regularly  continued  for  fome 
time  in  one  great  family,  the  omiiiion  of  them  would 
have  been  regarded  as  an  affront,  and  even  as  an 
injury. 

A  like  alteration  gradually  took  place  in  the  or- 
der of  earls,  who  were  the  higheft  rank  of  barons, 
The  dignity  of  an  earl,  like  that  of  a  baron,  was 
anciently  territorial  and  official  n  :  He  exercifed  ju- 
rifdiction  within  his  countv  :  He  levied  the  third  of 

J 

the  fines  to  his  own  profit ;  He  was  at  once  a  civil 
and  a  military  magiftrate :  And  though  his  autho- 
rity, from  the  time  of  the  Norman  conqueil,  was 
hereditary  in  England,  the  title  was  fo  much  con- 
nected with  the  office,  that  where  the  king  intended 
to  create  a  new  earl,  he  had  no  other  expedient  than 

1  Chancellor  Weft's  Enquiry  into  the  Manner  of  creating  Peer?, 
p.  43.  46,  47.  55.  sp  In  Britain,  p.  Hi.  R  Spelm.  GloiT. 

in  voce  Coma. 
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c  h  A  p.  t0  erect  a  certain  territory  into  a  county  or  earldom^ 
X111-  and  to  beftow  it  upon  the  peribn  and  his  family  °. 
j;95.  But  as  the  fheriffs,  who  were  the  vicegerents  of  the 
earls,  were  named  by  the  king,  and  removeable  at 
pleafure,  he  found  them  more  dependant  upon  him  ; 
and  endeavoured  to  throw  the  whole  authority  and 
jurifdiction  of  the  office  into  their  hands.  This  ma- 
giflrate  was  at  the  head  of  the  finances,  and  levied 
all  the  king's  rents  within  the  county  :  He  aliened 
at  pleafure  the  talliages  of  the  inhabitants  in  royal 
demefne  :  He  had  ufually  committed  to  him  the 
management  of  wards,  and  oftea  of  efcheats  :  He 
prefided  in  the  lower  courts  of  judicature  :  And 
thus,  though  inferior  to  the  earl  in  dignity,  he  was 
foon  considered,  by  this  union  of  the  judicial  and 
fifcal  powers,  and  by  the  confidence  repofed  in  him 
by  the  king,  as  much  fuperior  to  him  in  authority, 
and  undermined  his  influence  within  his  own  jurif- 
diclion  p.  It  became  ufual,  in  creating  an  earl,  to 
give  him  a  fixed  falary,  commonly  about  twenty 
pounds  a  year,  in  lieu  of  his  third  of  the  fines : 
The  diminution  of  his  power  kept  pace  with  the  re- 
trenchment of  his  profit :  And  the  dignity  of  earl, 
inftead  ot  being  territorial  and  official,  dwindled  into 
perfonal  and  titular.  Such  were  the  mighty  altera- 
tions wrhich  already  had  fully  taken  place,  or  were 
gradually  advancing  in  the  houfe  of  peers  ;  that  is, 
in  the  parliament :  For  there  feems  anciently  to  have 
been  no  other  houfe. 

But  though  the  introduction  of  barons  by  writ, 
and  of  titular  earls,  had  given  fome  increafe  to  royal 
authority,  there  were  other  caufes  which  counter- 
balanced thofe  innovations,  and  tended  in  a  higher 
degree  to  diminim  the  power  of  the  fovereign. 
The  difufe  into  which  the  feudal   militia  had  in  a 

°  Eflays  on  Britifh  Antiquities  This  practice,  however,  feems  to 
have  been  more  familiar  in  Scotland,  and  the  kingdoms  on  the  con- 
tinent, than  in  England. 

P  There  are  inftances  of  the  princes  of  the  blood  who  accepted  of 

the  office  of  fheriff.     S  pel  man  in  voce  Vicccama, 
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great  meafure  fallen,  made  the  barons  almoft  en-  chap. 
tirely  forget  their  dependence  on  the  crown  :  By  the  XIiF- 
diminution  of  the  number  of  knights'  fees,  the  king  1I(K 
had  no  reafonable  compenfation  when  he  levied 
fcutages,  and  exchanged  their  fervice  for  money : 
The  alienations  of  the  crown  lands  had  reduced 
him  to  poverty  :  And  above  all,  the  conceflion  of 
the  Great  Charter  had  fet  bounds  to  royal  power, 
and  had  rendered  it  more  difficult  and  dangerous  f°r 
the  prince  to  exert  any  extraordinary  act  of  arbitrary 
authority.  In  this  fituation,  it  was  natural  for  the 
king  to  court  the  friendfhip  of  the  leiTer  barons  and 
knights,  whofe  influence  was  noways  dangerous  to 
him,  and  who,  being  expofed  to  oppreffion  from 
their  powerful  neighbours,  fought  a  legal  protection 
under  the  madow  of  the  throne.  He  defired,  there- 
fore, to  have  their  prefence  in  parliament,  where 
they  ferved  to  control  the  turbulent  refolutions  of 
the  great.  To  exact  a  regular  attendance  of  the 
whole  body  would  have  produced  confufion,  and 
would  have  impofed  too  heavy  a  burden  upon  them. 
To  fummon  only  a  few  by  writ,  though  it  was  prac- 
tifed,  and  had  a  good  effect,  ferved  not  entirely  the 
king's  purpofe ;  becaufe  thefe  members  had  no  far- 
ther authority  than  attended  their  perfonal  character, 
and  were  eclipfed  by  the  appearance  of  the  more 
powerful  nobility.  He  therefore  difpenfed  with  the 
attendance  of  molt  of  the  leifer  barons  in  parlia- 
ment ;  and  in  return  for  this  indulgence  (for  fuch  it 
was  then  efteemed),  required  them  to  chufe  in  each 
county  a  certain  number  of  their  own  body,  whofe 
charges  they  bore,  and  who,  having  gained  the 
confidence,  carried  with  them  of  courie  the  autho- 
rity of  the  whole  order.  This  expedient  had 
been  practifed  at  different  times  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  III.  %  and  regularly  during  that  of  the  pre- 

9  Rot.  Clauf.  38  Hen. Ill  m  7    and  i?-d.:   As  alfo  Rot.  Clauf. 
4>  Heu.  Ill-  m.  i-  d-    Frynne's  Pref.  tg  Cotton's  Abridgment. 
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chap,  lent  king.  The  numbers  fent  up  by  each  county 
XIH-  varied  at  the  will  of  the  prince  r  :  They  took  their 
Ti95>  feat  among  the  other  peers  ;  becaufe  by  their  tenure 
they  belonged  to  that  order  s :  The  introducing  of 
them  into  that  houfe  fcarcely  appeared  an  innova- 
tion :  And  though  it  was  eahly  in  the  king's  power* 
by  varying  their  number,  to  command  the  refolu- 
tions  of  the  whole  parliament,  this  circumftance  was 
little  attended  to  in  an  age  when  force  was  more  pre-* 
valent  than  laws,  and  when  a  refolution,  though 
taken  by  the  majority  of  a  legal  aifembly,  could  not 
be  executed  if  it  oppofed  the  will  of  the  more  power- 
ful minority. 

But  there  were  other  important  confequefices 
which  followed  the  diminution  and  conlequent  difr 
ufe  of  the  ancient  feudal  militia.  The  king's  ex- 
'  pence  in  levying  and  maintaining  a  military  force 
for  everv  enterprife  was  increafed  beyond  what  his 
narrow  revenues  were  able  to  bear :  As  the  icu- 
fages  of  his  military  tenants,  which  were  accepted 
in  lieu  of  their  perfonal  fervice,  had  fallen  to  nothing* 
there  were  no  means  of  fupply  but  from  voluntary 
aids  granted  him  by  the  parliament  and  clergy  ;  or 
from  the  talliages  which  he  might  levy  upon  the 
towns  and  inhabitants  in  royal  demelhe.  In  the 
preceding  year  Edward  had  been  obliged  to  exact 
no  lefs  than  the  fixth  of  all  moveables  from  the 
laity,  and  a  moiety  of  all  ecclefiaflical  benefices  \  for 
his  expedition  into  PoicfcoU,  and  the  fuppreflion  of 
theWelfh:  And  this  diftrefsful  fituation,  which 
was  likely  often  to  return  upon  him  and  his  fuccef- 
fors,  made  him  think  of  a  new  device,  and  fummdn 
the  reprefentatives  of  ail  the  boroughs  to  parliament. 
This  period,  which  is  the  twenty-third  of  his  reign* 
feems  to  be  the  real  and  the  true  epoch  of  the  houie 
of  common1:,  and  the  faint  dawn  of  popular  govern-. 

r  Brad'/'s  Anfwer  to  Petit,  from  the  records,  p.  151.  s  Brady's 
Treatife  of  Boroughs,- App.  N°  1 3 .  *  Ibid.  p.  3 1 .  from  the  records. 
Iteming,  vol.';.  p.  j*.     M.  Well.  p.  41%.    Ifa'tey)  p.*46i. 
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mentin  England.     TFor  the  reprefentatives  of  the  c^n^p- 
counties  were  only  deputies  from  the  fmaller  barons  ^^^j 
and  lefler  nobility  :    And   the  former  precedent  of     1*95.- 
reprefentatives  from   the  boroughs,  who  were  fum- 
moned  by  the  earl  of  Leicefter,  was  regarded  as  the 
a£t  of  a  violent  ufurpation,  had  been  difcontinued  in 
all  the  fubfequent  parliaments  ;    and  if  fuch  a  mea- 
fure  had  not  become  neCeflary  on  other  accounts, that 
precedent  was  more  likely  to  blafl  than  give  credit 
to  it. 

During  the  courfe  of  feveral  years,  the  kings  of 
England,  in  imitation  of  other  European  princes,  had 
embraced  the  falutary  policy  of  encouraging  and  pro- 
tecting the  lower  and  more  induftrious  orders  of  the 
ftate  ;  whom  they  found  well  difpofed  to  obey  the  laws 
and  civil  magiftrate,  and  whofe  ingenuity  and  labour 
furnifhed  commodities  requifite  for  the  ornament  of 
peace  and  fupport  of  war.  Though  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country  were  (till  left  at  the  difpofal  of  their 
imperious  lords ;  many  attempts  were  made  to  give 
more  fecurity  and  liberty  to  citizens,  and  make  them 
enjoy  unmolefted  the  fruits  of  their  induftry.  Bo- 
roughs were  erected  by  royal  patent  within  the  de- 
mefne  lands :  Liberty  of  trade  was  conferred  upon 
them :  The  inhabitants  were  allowed  to  farm  at  a 
fixed  rent  their  own  tolls  and  cuftoms u  :  They  were 
permitted  to  elecl  their  own  magiftrates  t  Juftice  was 
adminiftered  to  them  bythefe  magiftrates,  without 
obliging  them  to  attend  the  fheriff  or  county-court : 
And  fome  fhadow  of  independence,  by  means  of  thefe  ■ 
equitable  privileges,  was  gradually  acquired  by  the 
people  w.  The  king,  however,  retained  ftill  the  power 
of  levying  talliages  «r  taxes  upon  them  at  pleafure x ; 

u  Madox.  Firma  Burgi,  p.  21.  w  Brady  of  Boroughs,  App. 

No.  1,  3,  3. 

*  The  king  had  not  only  the  power  of  talliating  the  inhabitants 
within  his  owndemeihes,  but  that  of  granting  to  particular  baronsthe 
power  of  talliating  the  inhabitant?  within  theirs.  See  Brady's  Anfwet 
to  Hetyt,  p.  118.     Madox's  Hifl:.  of  the  Exchequer,  p.  51?. 
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c  H  A  P  and  though  their  poverty,  and  the  cuftoms  of  the 
ags,  made  thefe  demands  neither  frequent  nor  exor- 
bitant, fuch  unlimited  authority  in  the  fovereign 
was  a  fenfible  check  upon  commerce,  and  was  ut- 
terly incompatible  with  all  the  principles  of  a  free 
government.  But  when  the  multiplied  neceffiues  of 
the  crown  produced  a  greater  avidity  for  fupply,  the 
king,  whole  prerogative  entitled  him  to  exadt  it, 
found  that  he  had  not  power  fufficient  to  enforce  his 
edicts,  and  that  it  was  neceiTary,  before  he  impofed 
taxes,  to  fmooth  the  way  for  his  demand,  and  to 
obtain  the  previous  confent  of  the  boroughs,  by  fo- 
licitations,  remonilrances,  and  authority.  The  in- 
convenience of  tranfacling  this  bufmefs  with  every 
particular  borough  was  foon  felt ;  and  Edward 
became  fenfible,  that  the  moil  expeditious  way 
of  obtaining  fupply  was,  to  afTemble  the  de- 
puties of  all  the  boroughs,  to  lay  before  them 
the  neceffities  of  the  ftate,  to  difcufs  the  matter 
in  their  prefence,  and  to  require  their  confent  to 
the  demands  of  their  fovereign.  For  this  reafon 
he  ifiued  writs  to  the  fheriffs,  enjoining  them 
to  fend  to  parliament,  along  with  two  knights  of 
the  mire,  two  deputies  from  each  borough  within 
their  county  y,  and  thefe  provided  with  fufficient 
powers  from  their  community  to  confent,  in  their 
name,  to  what  he  and  his  council  mould  require  of 
them.  As  it  is  a  moft  equitable  rule,  fays  he,  in  his 
preamble  to  this  writ,  thai  what  concerns  all  jhould 
be  approved  of  by  all  5  and  common  dangers  be  re- 
pelled by  united  efforts  z ;  a  noble  principle,  which 
may  feem  to  indicate  a  liberal  mind  in  the  king,  and 

J  Writs  were  iffued  to  about  130  cities  and  boroughs. 

*  Brady  of  Bpumghs,  p.  25.  33.  from  the  records.  The  writs  of 
the  parliament  immediately  preceding  remain  ;  and  the  return  of 
kni^ats  is  there  required,  but  not  a  word  of  the  boroughs  ■,  a  demon - 
ftratioh  that  this  wastfc&e  very  year  in  which  they  commenced.  In  the' 
year  immediately  pr.-ceding,  the  taxes  were  levied  by  a  leeimng  free 
cor.fent  of  each  particular  borough,  beginning  with  London.  Id.  p  31, 
$%,  33.  from  the  records.    Alfo  his  Anfwer  to  fietytj  p.  46,  41, 
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which  laid  the  foundation  of  a  free  and  an  equitable  c  ^A  P. 
government.  <^>~  ^^j 

After  the  election  of  thefe  deputies  by  the  alder-       1-295. 
men   and  common  council,  they   gave  fureties  for 
their   attendance  before  the  king   and  parliament : 
Their  charges  were  reflectively    borne  by  the  bo- 
rough which  fent  them ;  and  they  had  fo  little  idea 
of  appearing   as   legifiators,  a  character  extremely 
wide  of  their  low  rank  and  condition  a,  that  no  in- 
telligence could   be   more  difagreeable  to  any  bo- 
rough, than  to  find  that  they  muff  elecl,  or  to  any 
individual  than  that  he  was  elected  to  a  truit  from 
which  no  profit  or  honour  could  pombly  be  derived  b. 
They  compofed   not,  properly  fpeaking,    any  eflen- 
tial  parr  of  the  parliament :  They  fat  apart  both  from 
the  barons  and  knights c,  who  difdained  to  mix  with 
fuch  mean  perfonages :  After  they   had  given  their 
confent  to  the  taxes  required  of  them,  their  bufinefs 
being  then  finifhed,  they  feparated,  even  though  the 
parliament  (till  continued  to  fit,  and  to  canvafs  the 
national  bufinefs '' :  And  as  they  all  confiiled  of  men 
who   were   real   burgeffe's  of  the  place  from  which 
they  were  fent,  the  fheriff,  when  he  found  no  per- 
fon  of  abilities  or  wealth  fufficient  for  the  office,  often 
ufed  the  freedom  of  omitting  particular  boroughs  in 
his  returns  ;  and  as  he  received   the  thanks   of  the 
people  for  this  indulgence,  he  gave  no  difpleafure  to 
the  court,  who  levied  on  all  the  boroughs,  without 
diftin&ion,  the  tax  agreed  to  by  the  majority  of  de- 
puties e. 

The 

* 

*  Reliquia  Spelm.  p.  64..  Prynne's  Pref.  to  Totton's  Abridg.  and 
the  Abridg.  palfim.  b  Brady  of  Boroughs,  p.  59,  60. 

c  Ibid  p.  37,  38.  from  the  records,  and  Append,  p.  19.  Alfo 
his  Append,  to  his  Anfwerto  Petyt,  Record.  And  his  Gloff.in  verb. 
Cottimuniias  Regn.  p.  33- 

<J   Ryley's  I  lack.  Farl.  p.  24^441,  &c.    Cotton's  Abridg.  p.  14. 

e  Brady  of  Boroughs,  p.  53.  from  the  records.    There  is  even  r.n ' 
inftance  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  when  the  king  named  all  tfte-deV 
puties.     Id.  Anf.  to  Petyt,  p.  16.     If  he  fairly  named  the  moft  con- 
iiderable  Srjd. creditable  burgeffes ,  little  exception  would  be  taken :  a? 
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c  H  A  P*       The  union,  however,  of  the  representatives  from 
XIIL      the  boroughs  gave  gradually   more   weight   to  the 
whole  order  ;  and  it  became  cuftomary  for  them,  in 
return  for  the  fupplies  which  they  granted,  to  prefer 
petitions  to  the  crown  for  the  redrefs  of  any  particu- 
lar grievance  of  which  they  found  reafon   to  com- 
plain.    The   more   the  king's   demands  multiplied, 
the  fader  thefe  petitions  increafed  both  in  number 
and  authority  ;  and  the  prince  found  it  difficult  to 
refufe  men  whofe  grants  had  fupported  his  throne, 
and  to  whofe  affiftance  he  might  fo  foon  be  again 
obliged  to  have  recourfe.     The  commons,  however, 
were  dill  much  below  the  rank  of  legiflators  f.  Their 
petitions,  though  they  received  a  verbal  affent  from 
the  throne,  were  only  the  rudiments  of  laws  :    The 
judges  were  afterwards  entrufted  with  the  power  of 
putting  them  into  form  :  And  the  king,    by  adding 
to  them  the  fan&ion  of  his  authority,  and  that  fome- 
times  without  the  affent  of  the  nobles,  bellowed  va- 
lidity upon  them.     The  age  did  not  refine  fo  much 
as  to  perceive  the  danger  of  thefe  irregularities.    No 
man  was  difpleafed  that   the  fovereign,  at  the  defire 
of  any  clafs  of  men,  ihould  iffue  an  order  which  ap- 
peared only  to  concern  that  clafs  ;  and  his  predecef* 
fors  were    fo  near  polTefiing  the  whole    legiilative 
power,    that  he  gave  no  difguft  by  affuming  it  in 
this   feemingly  inofFenfive   manner.     But  time  and 
farther  experience   gradually   opened    men's    eyes, 
and  corrected   thefe  abufes.     It  was  found  that  no 
laws  could  be  fixed  for  one  order  of  men,  without? 
affecting  the  whole  ;  and  that  the  force  and  efficacy 
of  laws  depended  entirely  on  the  terms  employed  in 
wording  them.     1  he  houfe  of  peers,  therefore,  the 
moll  powerful  order  in  the  ftate,  with  reafon  ex- 

their  bufinefs  was  not  tocheck  the  king,butto  reafon  with  him,anfl 
confent  to  his  demand?.  It  was  not  till  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  that 
the  fheriffs  were  deprived  of  the  power  of  omitting  boroughs  at  plea- 
fure.  •  See  Stat,  at  Large,  5th  Richard  JI.  cap.  4.  j 
-i  See  note  [E  J  attke  end  of  the  volume, 
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petted  that  their  alTent  mould  be  exprefsly  granted  chap. 
to  all   public   ordinances2:    And   in   the    reign   of  ^ 

Henry  V.     the   commons   required  that  no   laws      ,29$. 
mould  be  framed  merely  upon  their  petitions,  un- 
lefs  the  ftatutes  were  worded   by  themfelves,  and 
had  pafled  their  houfe  in  the  form  of  a  bill h. 

Bur  as  the  fame  caufes  which  had  produced  a 
partition  of  property  continued  fliil  to  operate,  the 
number  of  knights  and  lefler  barons,  or  what  the 
Englifh  call  the  gentry,  perpetually  increafed,  and 
they  funk  into  a  rank  dill  more  inferior  to  the  great 
nobility.  The  equality  of  tenure  was  loft  in  the 
great  infeiority  of  power  and  property ;  and  the 
houfe  of  reprefentatives  from  the  counties  was  gra- 
dually feparated  from  that  of  the  peers,  and  formed 
a  diftincl:  order  in  the  ftate\  The  growth  of  com- 
merce meanwhile  augmented  the  private  wealth  and 
confideration  of  the  burgefles  ;  the  frequent  demands 
of  the  crown  increafed  their  public  importance  ;  and 
as  they  refembled  the  knights  of  (hires  in  one  mate- 
rial circumftance,  that  of  reprefenting  particular 
bodies  of  men  ;  it  no  longer  appeared  unfuitable  to 
unite  them  together  in  the  fame  houfe,  and  to  con- 
found their  rights  and  privileges  k.  Thus  the  third 
eftate,  that  of  the  commons,  reached  at  lait  its  pre- 
fent  form ;  and  as  the  country  gentlemen  made 
thenceforwards  no  fcruple  of  appearing  as  deputies 
from  the  boroughs,  the  diflinclion  between  the 
members  was  entirely  loft,  and  the  lower  houfe  ac- 
quired thence  a  great  acceffion  of  weight  and  im- 
portance in  the  kingdom.     Still,  however,  the  office 

s  In  thofe  inftances  found  in  Cotton's  Abridgment,  where  the 
king  appears  to  anfwer  of  himfelf  the  petitions  of  the  commons,  he 
probably  exerted  no  more  than  that  power  which  was  long  inherent 
in  the  crown,  of  regulating  matters  by  royal  edicts  or  proclama- 
tions. But  no  durable  or  general  ftatute  feems  ever  to  have  been  made 
by  the  king  from  the  petition  of  the  commons  alone,  without  the 
the  aflent  of  the  peers.  It  is  more  likely  that  the  peers  alone,  with  - 
out  the  commons,  would  enact  ftatutes. 

h  Krady's  Anfwer  toPetyt,  p.  S5.  from  the  records..    «  Cotton^s 
Abridgment,  p.  13.        k  See  note  [F]  at  the  end  of  the  volume, 
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CHAP  of  this  cftate  was  very  different  from  that  which  it 
XIIL  has  fmce  exercifed  with  fo  much  advantage  to  the 
public.  Inflead  of  checking  and  controlling  the  au- 
thority of  the  king,  they  were  naturally  induced  to 
adhere  to  him  as  the  great  fountain  of  law  and  juftice, 
and  to  fupport  him  againft  the  power  of  the  ariflo- 
cracy,  which  at  once  was  the  fource  of  oppreffion  to 
themfelves,  and  diiturbed  him  in  the  execution  of 
the  laws  The  king  in  his  turn  gave  countenance 
to  an  order  of  men,  fo  ufeful  and  fo  little  dangerous  : 
The  peers  alfo  were  obliged  to  pay  them  fome  con^ 
federation  ;  And  by  this  means  the  third  eftate,  for- 
merly fo  abject  in  England,  as  well  as  in  all  other 
European  nations,  rofe  by  flow  degrees  to  their  pre- 
fent  importance  ;  and  in  their  progrefs  made  arts 
and  commerce,  the  neceffary  attendants  of  liberty 
and  equality,  flourim  in  the  kingdom1. 

What  fufficiently  proves  that  the  commencement 
of  the  houfe  of  burgeffes,  who  are  the  true  commons, 
was  not-  an  affair  of  chance,  but  arofe  from  the  ne- 
ceffities  of  the  prefent  htuation,  is,  that  Edward  at 
the  very  fame  time  fummoned  deputies  from  the  inr 
ferior  clergy,  the  firft  that  ever  met  in  England™, 
and  he  required  them  to  impofe  taxes  on  their  con- 
ftituents  for  the  publick  fervice.  Formerly  the  eccle? 
fiaftical  benefices  bore  no  part  of  the  burthens  of  the 
{late  :  The  pope  indeed  of  lare  had  often  levied  im-. 
pofitions  upon  them  :  He  had  fometimes  grantecj 
this  power  to  the  fovereign  '  :  The  king  himfelf  had 
in  the  preceding  year  exacted,  by  menaces  and  vio- 
lence, a  very  grievous  tax  of  half  the  revenues  of 
the  clergy  :  But  ac;  this  precedent  was  dangerous, 
and  could  not  eafiiy  bte  repeated  in  a  government 
which  required  the  confent  of  the  fubject.  to  any  ex- 
traordinary refolution,  hdward  found  it  more  pru- 

i  See  note  [G]  at  the  end  of  the  volume.  m  A  rchhifhop  Wake's 
State  of  the  Church  of. England,  p.  235.  Brady  of  Boroughs,  p.  34. 
Gilbert's  Hift.  of  the  Exch.  p.  46.  D  Ann.  Waverl.  p  227,  i:S. 
T.  Wykes,  p.  99    izo. 
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dent  to  aflemble  a  lower  houfe  of  convocation,  tc 
lay  before  thero  his  necedidcs,  and  to  alk  fome  fup 
ply.  But  on  this  occpfic;.  he  met  wi:h  ciirficukies.  1295 
"Whether  that  the  ciergy  thought  themfelves  the 
moft  independent  body  in  the  kingdom,  or  were 
difgufted  by  the  former  exorbitant  impofitioiis,  they 
abiolutely  refufed  their  afTent  to  the  king's  demand 
of  a  fifth  of  their  moveables  ;  and  it  was  not  till  a 
fecond  meeting  that,  on  their  perfifring  in  this  re- 
fufal,  he  was  willing  to  accept  of  a  tenth.  The  ba- 
rons and  knights  granted  him,  without  hefitation, 
an  eleventh  ;  the  burgelTes  a  feventh.  But  the  clergy 
ftill  fcrupled  to  meet  on  the  king's  writ,  left  by 
fuch  an  inftance  of  obedience  they  mould  feem  to 
acknowledge  the  authority  of  the  temporal  power  : 
And  this  compromife  was  at  Iaft  fallen  upon,  that 
the  king  mould  iflue  his  writ  to  the  archbifhop ; 
and  that  the  archbifhop  mould,  in  confequence  of 
it,  fummon  the  clergy,  who,  as  they  then  appeared 
to  obey  their  fpiritual  fuperior,  no  longer  hefitated 
to  meet  in  convocation.  This  expedient,  however, 
was  the  caufe  why  the  ecclefiaftics  were  feparated 
into  two  houfes  of  convocation  under  their  Several 
archbifhops,  and  formed  not  one  eftate,  as  in  other 
countries  of  Europe  ;  which  was  at  hTft  the  king's 
intention  °.  We  now  return  to  the  courfe  of  our 
narration. 

Edward,  confcious  of  the  reafons  of  difguft 
which  he  had  given  to  the  king  of  Scots,  informed 
of  the  difpofitions  of  that  people,  and  expe&ing  the 
moft  violent  effeds  of  their  reientment,  which  he 
knew  he  had  fo  well  merited  ;  employed  the  fupplies 
granted  him  by  his  people,  in  making  preparations 
againft  the  hoflilities  of  his  northern  neighbour. 
"When  in  this  fituation,  he  received  intelligence  of 
the  treaty  fecretly  concluded  between  John  and 
Philip  ;  and  though  uneaiy  at  this  concurrence  of  a 
French  and  Scottifh  war,  he  refolved  not  to  encon. 

«  Gilbert's  Hift,  of  Excb.  p.  51 .  j4. 
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CHA  P.  rage  his  enemies  by  a  pufillanimous  behaviour,  of 
X1IL    ,  ^7  yielding  to  their  united  efforts.     He  fummoned 
^jTJZr"^  John  to  perform  the  duty   of  a  vafTal,  and  to  fend 
him  a  fupply  of  forces   againft  an    invasion   from 
France,  with  which  he  was  then  threatened :    He 
next  required  that  the  fortrefles  of  Berwic,  Jedbo- 
rough,  and   Roxborough   mould  be    put  into    his 
hands  as  a  fecurity  during  the  war  p  :  He  cited  John 
to  appear  in  an  Englim  parliament  to  be  held  at 
Newcaftle  :  And  when  none  of  thefe   fucceffive  de- 
mands were  complied  with,  he  marched  northward 
with  numerous  forces,  30,000  foot  and  4000  horfe, 
to  chaftife  his  rebellious  vailai.     The  Scottim  na- 
tion, who  had  little  reliance  on  the  vigour  and  abi- 
lities  of  their  prince,    affigned   him  a  council    of 
twelve  noblemen,  in  whofe  hands  the  fovereignty 
was  really  lodged  9,  and  who  put  the  country  in  the 
befl  poflure  of  which  the  prefent  distractions  would 
admit.      A    great  army,    compofed   of  40,000  in- 
fantry, though  fupported  only  by  500  cavalry,  ad- 
vanced to  the  frontiers  ;  and  after  a  fruitlefs  attempt 
upon  Carlifle,  marched  eaflwards   to   defend  thofe 
provinces  which   Edward   was  preparing  to  attack. 
But  fome  of  the  moll   considerable  of  the  Scottifh 
nobles,  Robert  Bruce  the  father  and  fon,  the  earls 
of  March  and  Angus,  prognosticating   the  ruin  of 
their  country,  from  the  concurrence  of  intefline  di- 
visions and  a  foreign  invafion,  endeavoured  here  to 
ingratiate  themfelves  with  Edward,  by  an  early  fub- 
miffion ;  and  the  king,  encouraged  by  this  favour- 
able incident,  led  his  army  into   the  enemies   coun- 
cil Nov.  try,  and  crofTed  the  Tweed  without  oppofition  at 
Coldflream.     He   then   received    a  meSIage    from 
John,  by  which  that  prince,  having  now  procured 
for  himfelf  and  his  nation  pope  Celefline's  difpenSa- 
tion  from   former   oaths,    renounced  the   homage 

P  Rymer,  vol.  ii.  p.  69a.  Waiting,  p.  64.    Heming.  vol.  i.  p.  84. 
Trivet,  p.  386.    ■  1  Heming.  vol.  i.  p.  75. 
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•which  had  been  done  to  England,  and  fet  Edward  at  CHAP, 
defiance  r.     This  bravado  was  but  ill  fupported  by   .     _ '    '  ^ 
the  military  operations  of  the  Scots.     Berwic  was       l2^6. 
already  taken  by  afiault :  Sir  William  Douglas,  the 
governor,  was  made  prifoner :   Above  7000   of  the 
garrifon   were    put   to  the    fword :     And  Edward, 
elated    by    this   great   advantage,    difpatched   earl 
Warrenne  with  12,000  men,  to  lay  fiege  to  Dun- 
bar, which  was  defended  by  the  flower  of  the  Scot- 
tifh  nobility. 

The  Scots,   fenfible  of  the  importance  of  this 
place,  which,    if  taken,    laid  their  whole  country 
open  to  the  enemy,  advanced  with  their  main  army, 
under  the  command  of  the  earls  of  Buchan,  Lenox, 
and  Marre,  in  order  to  relieve  it.     Warrenne,  not 
difmayed  at   the  great  fuperiority  of  their  number, 
marched  out   to  give  them   battle.      He  attacked  ^UiApr., 
them  with  great  vigour  ;  and  as  undifciplined  troops, 
when  numerous,    are  but  the  more  expoied  to   a 
panic  upon  any  alarm,    he  foon  threw  them   into 
confufion,  and  chafed  them  off  the  field  with  great 
flaughter.     The  lofs  of  the  Scots  is  faid  to  have 
amounted  to   20,006  men :  The  caflle  of  Dunbar, 
with  all  its  garrifon,  furrendered  next  day  to  Edward, 
who,  after  the  battle,  had  brought  up  the  main  body 
of  the  Englilh,  and  who  now  proceeded  with  an 
affured  confidence  of  fuccefs.     The  calile  of  Rox- 
borough  was  yielded  by  James,  fteward  of  Scotland  ; 
and  that  nobleman,  from  whom  is  descended  the 
royal  family  of  Stuart,  was  again  obliged  to  fwear 
fealty  to  Edward.     After  a  feeble  refinance,    the 
caftles  of  Edinburgh  and  Stirling  opened  their  gates 
to  the  enemy.    All  the  fouthern  parts  were  inftantly 
fubdued  by  theEnglilh  ;  and,  to  enable  them  the  bet- 
ter to  reduce  the  northern,  whofe  inacceffible  fituation 
feemed  to  give  them  fome  more  fecurity,  Edward 
fent  for  a  flrong  reinforcement  of  Welflx  and  Iriih, 

r  Rymer,  vol.'ii.  p  607.    Walfing.  p.  66-    Heniing.  vol.  i.  p.  92. 
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C  H  A  P.  who,  being  accuftomed  to  a  defultory  kind  of  war, 
xiii.      were  the  bef|-  fitted  to  purfue  the  fugitive  Scots  into 
ia96.      the  recedes  of  their  lakes  and  mountains.     But  the 
Scotland     jpirit  of  the  nation  was  already  broken  by  their  mif- 
iubdued.    fortunes  .    anj  the  feeble  and  timid  Baliol,    difcon- 
tented  with  his  own  Subjects,  and  overawed  by  the 
Englifh,    abandoned  all  thofe  refources   which  his 
people  might   yet  have  poftefTed  in  this  extremity. 
He  haftentd  to  make  his   fubmiiiicns  to  Edward  ; 
he  expreifed  the  deeped  penitence  for  his  difloyalty 
to  his  liege  lord  ;    and  he  made  a  folemn  and  irre- 
vocable resignation  of  his  crown  into  the  hands  of 
that   monarch s.     Edward   marched  northwards   to 
Aberdeen  and  Elgin,  without  meeting  an  enemy  : 
No  Scotchman  approached  him  but  to  pay  him  fub- 
miffion  and   do   him  homage  :    Even  the  turbulent 
Highlanders,    ever  refractory  to  their  own  princes, 
and  averfe  to  the  reftraint  of  laws,  endeavoured  to 
prevent  the  devaftation  of  their  country,"  by  giving 
him  early  proofs  of  obedience  :  And  Edward,  hav- 
ing brought  the  whole  kingdom  to  a  feeming  flate 
of  tranquillity,  returned  to  the  fouth  with  his  army. 
There  was  a  (lone,  to  which  the  popular  fuperftition 
of  the  Scots  paid  the  higheil  veneration  :    All  their 
kings  were  feated  on  it,  when  they  received  the  rite 
of  inauguration  :  An  ancient  tradition  affured  them, 
that,  wherever  this  (tone  was  placed,  their  nation 
mould  always  govern  :    And  it  was  carefully  pre- 
ferved  at  Scone,  as  the  true  palladium  of  their  mo- 
narchy, and  their  ultimate  refource  amidil  all  their 
misfortunes.      Edward    got  poffeffion  of  it ;     and 
carried  it  with  him  to  England  r.     He  gave  orders 
to  deftroy  the  records,    and  all  thofe  monuments  of 
antiquity,  which  might  preferve  the  memory  of  the 
independence  of  the  kingdom,  and  refute  the  Eng- 
lish claims  of  Superiority.     The  Scots  pretend,  that 
lie  alfo  deftroyed  all  the  annals  preferved  in  their 

s  Rymer,  vol.  ii.  p.  718.    Walling,  p.  67.     Heming.  vol.  i.  p.  99. 
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convents :  But  it  is  not  probable,  that  a  nation,  fo  cha  p. 
rude  and  unpoliihed,  fhould  be  pofiefled  of  any  xm- 
hiftory  which  deferves  much  to  be  regretted.  The  [^ 
great  leal  of  Baliol  was  broken  ;  and  that  prince 
himfelf  was  carried  prifoner  to  London,  and  com- 
mitted to  cuftody  in  the  Tower.  Two  years  after, 
he  was  reftored  to  liberty,  and  fubmitted  to  a 
voluntary  banifhment  in  France  ;  where,  without 
making  any  farther  attempts  for  the  recovery  of  his 
royalty,  he  died  in  a  private  ftation.  Earl  War- 
renne  was  left  governor  of  Scotland  l) :  Englifhmen 
were  entrufted  with  the  chief  offices  :  And  Edward, 
flattering  himfelf  that  he  had  attained  the  end  of 
all  his  wiihes,  and  that  the  numerous  acts  of 
fraud  and  violence,  which  he  had  praclifed  againft 
Scotland,  had  terminated  in  the  final  reduction  of 
that  kingdom,  returned  with  his  victorious  army 
into  England. 

An  attempt,  which  he  made  about  the  fame  War  witH 
time,  for  the  recovery  of  Guienne,  was  not  equally  France- 
fuccefsful.  He  fent  thither  an  army  of  7000  men, 
under  the  command  of  his  brother  the  Earl  of 
Lancafter.  That  prihee  gained  at  fir  ft  fome  ad- 
vantages over  the  French  at  Bourdeaux ;  but  he 
was  foon  after  feized  with  a  diftemper,  of  which  he 
died  at  Bayonne  The  command  devolved  on  the 
earl  of  Lincoln,  who  was  not  able  to  perform 
any  thing  confiderable  during  the  reft  of  the  cam- 
paign w. 

But  the  active  and  ambitious  fpirit  of  Edward, 
while  his  conquefts  brought  fuch  confiderable  accef- 
fions  to  the  Englifti  monarchy,  could  not  be  fatif- 
fied,  fo  long  as  Guienne,  the  ancient  patrimony  of 
Jiis  family,  was  wrtfted  from  him  by  the  difhonefl 
artifices  of  the  French  monarch.  Finding  that 
the  diitance  of  that  province  rendered  all  his  efforts 
againft  it  feeble  and  uncertain,  he  purpofed  to  at* 
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chap,  tack  France  in  a  quarter  where  flie  appeared  more 
«^n'  vulnerable ;  and  with  this  view  he  married  his 
j25(5.  daughter  Elizabeth  to  John  earl  of  Holland,  and 
at  the  fame  time  contracted  an  alliance  with  Guy 
earl  of  Flanders,  ftipulated  to  pay  him  the  fum  of 
75,000  pounds,  and  projected  an  invafion,  with 
their  united  forces,  upon  Philip,  their  common 
enemy  \  He  hoped  that,  when  he  himfelf,  at  the 
head  of  the  Englilh,  Flemiih,  and  Dutch  armies, 
reinforced  by  his  German  allies,  to  whom  he  had 
promifed  or  remitted  confiderable  funis,  mould 
enter  the  frontiers  of  France,  and  threaten  the 
capital  itfelf,  Philip  v/ould  at  lad  be  obliged  to  re- 
linquiih  his  acquifitions,  and  purchafe  peace  by  the 
reititution  of  Guienne.  But,  in  order  to  fet  this 
great  machine  in  movement,  confiderable  fupplies 
were  requifite  from  the  parliament ;  and  Edward, 
without  much  difficulty,  obtained  from  the  barons 
and  knights  a  new  grant  of  a  twelfth  of  all  their 
moveables,  and  from  the  boroughs,  that  of  an 
eighth.  The  great  and  almoft  unlimited  power  of 
the  king  over  the  latter,  enabled  him  to  throw  the 
heavier  part  of  the  burthen  on  them  ;  and  the  pre- 
judices which  he  feems  always  to  have  entertained 
againlt  the  church,  on  account  of  the  former  zeal 
of  the  clergy  for  the  Mountfort  faction,  made  him 
refolve  to  load  them  with  Hill  more  confiderable 
impofitions ;  and  he  required  of  them  a  fifth  of  their 
moveables.  But  he  here  met  with  an  oppofition, 
which  for  fometime  difconcerted  all  his  meafures, 
and  engaged  him  in  enterprifes  that  were  fomewhat 
dangerous  to  him  ;  and  would  have  proved  fatal  to 
any  of  his  predecelfors. 
DifTen-  Boniface  VIII.  who  had  fucceeded  Celefline  in 

lions  with  f^g  papal  throne,  was  a  man  of  the  moll  lofty  and 
tbecergy*  cnterprifmg  fpirit ;  and,  though  not  endowed  with 
.  that  feverity  of  manners  which  commonly  accom* 
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jpanies  ambition  in  men  of  his  order,  he  was  deter-  CHAP, 
mined  to  carry  the  authority  of  the  tiara,  and  his   v>J^*i^> 
dominion  over  the  temporal  power,  to  as  great  a      I:96. 
height  as  it  had  ever  attained  in  any  former  period. 
Senfible  that  his  immediate  predeceffors,  by  oppreff- 
ing  the  church   in  every  province  of  Chriftendom, 
had  extremely  alienated  the  affections  of  the  clergy, 
and  had  afforded  the  civil  magistrate  a  pretence  for 
laying  like  impofitions  on  ecclefiaftical  revenues,  he 
attempted  to  refume  the  former  ftation  of  the  fove- 
reign  pontiff,  and  toeftabiifh  himfelf  as  the  common, 
protector  of  the  fpiritual  order  againfl  all  invaders. 
For  this  purpofe,  he  iffued  very  early  in   his  pon- 
tificate a  general  bull,  prohibiting  all  princes  from 
levying,  without  his  confent,  any  taxes   upon  the 
clergy,  and  all  clergymen  from  fubmitting  to  fuch 
impofitions  ;  and  he  threatened  both  of  them  with 
the  penalties   of  excommunication  in  cafe   of  difo- 
bedience y.     This  important  edict  is  laid  to   have 
been  procured  by  the  felicitation  of  Robert  de  Win- 
chelfey,    archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  who  intended 
to  employ  it  as  a  rampart  againft  the  violent  extor- 
tions which  the  church  had  felt  from  Edward,  and. 
the  ftill  greater,  which  that  prince's  multiplied  ne- 
ceflities  gave  them  reafon  to  apprehend.     When  a 
demand,  therefore,  was   made  on  the  clergy  of  a 
fifth  of  their  moveables,  a  tax  which  was  probably 
much  more  grievous  than  a  fifth  of  their  revenue, 
as  their  lands  were  moflly  flocked  with  their  cattle, 
and  cultivated  by  their  villians  ;    the  clsrgy  took 
fhelter  under  the  bull  of  pope  Boniface,  and  plead- 
ed confcience  in  refufmg  compliance T.     The  king 
came  not  immediately  to  extremities  on  this  repulfe  ; 
but,  after  locking  up  all  their  granaries  and  barns, 
and  prohibiting  all  rent  to  be  paid    them,  he  ap- 
pointed a  new  fynod,  to  confer  with  him  upon  his 
demand.      The    primate,    not    difmayed    by  thsfa 
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CHAP,  proofs  of  Edward's  refolution,  here  plainly  told  him, 
xin       that   the  clergy  owed  obedience  to  two  fovereigns, 
iTSsT"*   their  fpiritual  and  their  temporal ;    but  their  duty 
bound  them  to  a  much  ftricler  attachment   to  the 
former  than  to  the  latter  :    They  could  not  comply 
with  his  commands  (for  fuch,  in  fome  meafure,  the 
requefts  of  the  crown  were  then  deemed),  in  contra* 
diction  to  the  exprefs  prohibition  of  the  fovereign 
pontiff". 
1297.  The  clergy  had  feen,    in  many  infhnces,  that 

Edward  paid  little  regard  to  thofe  numerous  privi- 
leges, on  which  they  fet  fo  high  a  value.  He  had 
formerly  feized,  in  an  arbitrary  manner,  all  the  mo- 
ney and  plate  belonging  to  the  churches  and  con- 
vents, and  had  applied  them  to  the  publick  ferviceb  5 
and  they  could  not  but  expect  more  violent  treatment 
on  this  fharp  refufal,  grounded  on  fuch  dangerous 
principles.  Inftead  of  applying  to  the  pope  for  a 
relaxation  of  his  bull,  he  reiolved  immediately  to 
employ  the  power  in  his  hands ;  and  he  told  the 
ecclefiaftics,  that,  fince  they  refufed  to  fupport  the 
civil  government,  they  were  unworthy  to  receive 
any  benefit  from  it ;  and  he  would  accordingly  put 
them  out  of  the  protection  of  the  laws.  This  vigor- 
ous meafure  was  immediately  carried  into  execu- 
tion0. Orders  were  iffued  to  the  judges  to  receive 
no  caufe  brought  before  them  by  the  clergy ;  to 
hear  and  decide  all  caufes  in  which  they  were  de- 
fendants :  To  do  every  man  juftice  againfl  them  \ 
to  do  them  juftice  againll  no  body  d.  The  eccie- 
fiaftics foon  found  themfelves  in  the  moft  miferable 
filiation  imaginable.  They  could  not  remain  m 
their  own  houies  or  convents  for  want  of  iubfiftence  i 
If  they  went  abroad  in  quell  of  maintenance,  they 
were  difmounted,  robbed  of  their  horfes  and  clothes,' 
abufed  by  every  ruffian,    and  no  redrefs  could  be 

3  Heming.  vol   i-  p.  107.  b  Walfing.  p.  65.    Heming. 

vol.  i.  p.  51  c  Waiting,  p   69-     Bearing,  vol.  i.  p.  107, 

<  M.  Welt.  p.  4:9. 

obtained 


E    D    W    A    R    D       I.  287 

obtained  by  them  for  the  mod  violent  injury.  The  C  ha  p. 
primate  himfelfwas  attacked  on  the  highway,  was  ^^-v-^/ 
ftripped  of  his  equipage  and  furniture,  and  was  at  1297. 
laft  reduced  to  board  himfelf,  with  a  fingle  fervant, 
in  the  houfe  of  a  country  clergyman f.  The  king, 
meanwhile,  remained  an  indifferent  fpeclator  of  ail 
thefe  violences ;  and,  without  employing  his  officers 
in  committing  any  immediate  injury  on  the  priefts, 
which  might  have  appeared  invidious  and  oppreffive, 
he  took  ample  vengeance  on  them  for  their  obftinate 
refufal  of  his  demands.  Though  the  archbifhop 
iflued  a  general  fentence  of  excommunication  againfl 
all  who  attacked  the  perfons  or  property  of  ecclefi- 
aftics,  it  was  not  regarded  :  While  Edward  enjoyed 
the  fatisfa&ion  of  feeing  the  people  become  the  vo- 
luntary inliruments  of  his  juitice  againfl  them,  and 
enure  themfelves  to  throw  off  that  refpecl  for  the  fa- 
cred  order,  by  which  they  had  fo  long  been  overawed 
and  governed. 

The  fpirits  of  the  clergy  were  at  laft  broken  by 
this  harfh  treatment.  Befides  that  the  whole  pro- 
vince of  York,  which  lay  neareft  the  danger  that 
ftill  hung  over  them  from  the  Scots,  voluntarily, 
from  the  firrt,  voted  a  fifth  of  their  moveables  ;  the 
bifhops  of  Salisbury,  Ely,  and  fome  others,  made 
a  compofition  for  the  fecular  clergy  within  their 
diocefes ;  and  they  agreed  not  to  pay  the  fifth,  which 
would  have  been  an  act  of  dilobedience  to  Boni- 
face's bull,  but  to  depofit  a  fundi  equivalent  in  fome 
church  appointed  them  ;  whence  it  was  taken  by 
the  king's  officers s.  Many  particular  convents  and 
clergymen  made  payment  of  a  like  fum,  and  re- 
ceived the  king's  protection11.  Thole  who  had 
not  ready  money,  entered  into  recognizances  for  the 
payment.  And  there  was  fcarcely  found  one  eccle- 
•fiaftic  in  the  kingdom,  who  feemed  willing  to  fuffer, 
for  the  fake  of  religious  privileges,  this  new  fpecies 
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C  HAP.  of  martyrdom,  the  mod  tedious  and  languishing  of 
.__      __,  any,  the  moll  mortifying  to  fpiritual  pride,   and  not 
U9.7.      rewarded  by  that  crown  of  glory,  which  the  church 
holds  up,  with  fuch  oftentation,  to  her  devoted  ad- 
herents. 
Arbitrary        But  as  the  money  granted  by  parliament,  though 
meafurcs.    considerable,  was  not  fufficient  to  fupply  the  king's 
neceffities,  and  that  levied  by  compofitions  with  the 
clergy  came  in  flowly,  Edward  was  obliged,  for  the 
obtaining  of  farther  fupply,  to  exert  his  arbitrary 
power,  and  to  lay  an  oppreffive  hand  on  all  orders 
of  men  in  the  kingdom.     He  limited  the  merchants 
in  the  quantity  of  wool  allowed  to  be  exported ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  forced  them  to  pay  him  a  duty  of 
forty  millings  a  fack,   which  was  computed  to  be 
above  the  third  of  the  value '.     He  feized  all  the 
reft  of  the  wool,  as  well  as  all  the  leather  of  the 
kingdom,    into   his   hands,    and  difpofed   of  thefe 
commodities  for  his  own  benefit k :  He  required  the 
Iherifts  of  each   county   to  fupply  him  with  2000 
quarters  of  wheat,  and  as  many  of  oats,  which  he 
permitted  them  to   feize  wherever  they  could  find 
them :  The  cattle  and  other  commodities  neceifary 
for  fupplying  his  army  were  laid  hold  of  without 
the  confent  of  the  owners J :    And  though  he  pro- 
rnifed  to  pay  afterwards  the  equivalent   of  all  thefe 
goods,  men  faw  but  little  probability  that  a  prince, 
who  fubmitted   fo  little  to    the  limications  of  law, 
could    ever,    amidft   his  multiplied  neceffities,    be 
reduced  to  a  ftricr,  obfervance  of  his  engagements. 
He  mowed,  at  the  fame  time,  an  equal  diiregard 
to  the  principles  of  the  feudal  law,  by  which  all  the 
lands  of  his   kingdom  were  held :    In  order  to  in- 
creafe  his  army,  and  enable  him  to  fupport  that 
great  effort  which    he    intended    to    make  againft 
France,  he  required  the  attendance  of  every  proprie- 
tor of  land  poUeffed  of  twenty  pounds  a  year,  even 
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though  he  held  not  of  the  crown,  and  was  hot  ob-  CHAP, 
liged  by  his  tenure  to  perform  any  fuch  fervice  m.  '^   ' 

These  acls  of  violence  and  of  arbitrary  power,  i297 
not  with  flan  ding  the  great  perfonal  regard  generally 
borne  to  the  king,  bred  murmurs  in  every  order  of 
men  ;  and  it  was  not  long  ere  fome  of  the  great  no- 
bilityj  jealous  of  their  own  privileges  as  well  as  of 
national  liberty,  gave  countenance  and  authority  to 
thele  complaints.  Edward  affembled  on  the  fea- 
coaft  an  army,  which  he  purpofed  to  fend  over  to 
Gafcony,  while  he  himfelf  mould  in  perfon  make 
an  impreffion  on  the  fide  of  Flanders ;  and  he  in- 
tended to  put  thefe  forces  under  the  command  of 
Humphrey  Bohun  earl  of  Hereford,  the  conftable, 
and  Roger  Bigod  earl  of  Norfolk,  the  marefchal 
of  England.  But  thefe  two  powerful  earls  refufed 
to  execute  his  commands,  and  affirmed,  that  they 
were  only  obliged  by  their  office  to  attend  his  per- 
fon in  the  wars.  A  violent  altercation  enfued  ;  and 
the  king,  in  the  height  of  his  paffion,  addreffing 
himfelf  to  the  conftable,  exclaimed,  Sir  ear/,  by 
God,  you  jhall  either  go  or  hang.  By  God,  Sir  king, 
replied  Hereford,  /  will  neither  go  nor  hang  n.  And 
he  immediately  departed,  with  the  marefchal,  and 
above  thirty  other  confiderable  barons. 

Upon  this  oppofition,  the  king  laid  afide  the 
project  of  an  expedition  againft  Guienne  ;  and 
affembled  the  forces  which  he  himfelf  purpofed  to 
tranfport  into  Flanders.  But  the  two  earls,  irritated 
in  the  conteft  and  elated  by  impunity,  pretending 
that  none  of  their  anceftors  had  ever  ferved  in  that 
country,  refufed  to  perform  the  duty  of  their  office 
in  muftering  the  army  °.  The  king,  now  finding 
it  advifeable  to  proceed  with  moderation,  inftead  of 
attainting  the  earls,  who  poffelfed  their  dignities  by 
hereditary  right,  appointed  Thomas  de  Berkeley, 
and  Geoffrey  de  Geyneville,    to  act,  in  that  emer- 
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CHAP,  gence,  as  conflable  and  marefchal  p.  He  endea- 
XIH.  voured  to  reconcile  himfelf  with  the  church  ;  took 
J297.  the  primate  again  into  favour  ■  ;  made  him,  in  con- 
junction with  Reginald  de  Grey,  tutor  to  the  prince, 
whom  he  intended  to  appoint  guardian  of  the  king- 
dom during  his  abfence  ;  and  he  even  affembled  a 
great  number  of  the  nobility  in  Weflminfter-hall, 
to  whom  he  deigned  to  make  an  apology  for  his 
pad  conducl.  He  pleaded  the  urgent  neceffities  of 
the  crown  ;  his  extreme  want  of  money  ;  his  en- 
gagements from  honour  as  well  as  intereft  to  fupport 
his  foreign  allies  :  And  he  promifed,  if  ever  he  re- 
turned in  fafety,  to  redrefs  all  their  grievances,  to 
reilore  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  to  make  all 
his  fubjecls  compenfation  for  the  lofTes  which  they 
had  fuflained.  Meanwhile,  he  begged  them  to  fuf- 
pend  their  animofities  ;  to  judge  of  him  by  his 
future  conducl:,  of  which,  he  hoped,  he  mould  be 
more  mailer  ;  to  remain  faithful  to  his  government, 
or,  if  he  perifhed  in  the  prefent  war,  to  preferve 
their  allegiance  to  his  fon  and  fucceffor r. 

There  were  certainly,  from  the  concurrence  of 
difcontents  among  the  great,  and  grievances  of  the 
people,  materials  fufficient  in  any  other  period  to 
have  kindled  a  civil  war  in  England :  But  the 
vigour  and  abilities  of  Edward  kept  every  one  in 
awe  ;  and  his  dexterity,  in  flopping  on  the  brink  of 
danger,  and  retracting  the  meafures  to  which  he 
had  been  pufhed  by  his  violent  temper  and  arbitrary 
principles,  faved  the  nation  from  fo  great  a  cala- 
mity. The  two  great  earls  dared  not  to  break  out 
into  open  violence :  They  proceeded  no  farther 
than  framing  a  remonflrance,  which  was  delivered 
to  the  king  at  Winchelfea,  when  he  was  ready  to 
embark  for  Flanders.  They  there  complained  of 
the  violations  of  the  Great  Charter  and  that  of  fo- 
reils  j  the  violent  feizures  of  corn,  leather,  cattle, 

P  M.  Weft.  p.  4 jo.  q  Heming.  vol.  i.  p.  113. 

'  Heming.  vol.  i.  p.  114-     M.  Weft.  p.  43°« 
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and  above  alh    of  wool,  a  commodity  which  thev  CHAP. 
affirmed  to  be  equal  in  value  to  half  the  lands  of  t   __ 
the  kingdom  ;  the  arbitrary  impofition  of  forty  mil-      J297. 
lings  a  lack  on  the  imall  quantity  of  wool  allowed 
to  be  exported  by  the  merchants  ;   and  they  claimed 
an  immediate  redrefs  of  all  thefe  grievances  s.     The 
king  told  them,  that  the  greater  parts  of  his  council 
were  now  at  a  diftance,  and  without  their  advice  he 
could  not  deliberate  on  meafures  of  fo  great  im- 
portance c. 

But  the  conftable  and  marefchal,  with  the  ba-  Difieri- 
tons   of  their   party,   refolved   to  take  advantage  of  tiXruns! 
Edward's  abfence,  and  to  obtain  an  explicit  aiTent 
to  their  demands.     When  fummoned  to  attend  the 
parliament  at  London,  they  came  with  a  great  body 
of  cavalry   and  infantry;     and   before  they  would, 
enter  the  city,  required  that  the  gates  ihould  be  put 
into  their  cullody".     The  primate,    who  fecretly 
favoured  all  their  pretenfions,    adviied  the  council 
to  comply  ;  and  thus  they  became  mafrers   both  of 
the  young  prince  and  of  the  refo'utions  of  parlia- 
ment.    Their  demands,  however,    were  moderate  ; 
and  fuch  as  fufficiently  juftify  the  purity  of  their  in* 
tentions  in  all  their  paft  meafures  :    They   only  re- 
quired, that  the  two  charters  mould  receive  a  folemn 
confirmation ;  that  a  claufe  mould  be  added  to  fe- 
cure  the  nation  for  ever  againft  all  impofuions  and 
taxes  without  confent  of  parliament  •,  and  that  they 
themfelves  and  their  adherents,  who  had  refufed  to 
attend  the  king  into  Flanders,  Ihould  be  pardoned  i 
for  the  offence,  and  mould  be  again  received  into 
favour w.     The   prince  of  Wales  and   his  council 
aiTented  to  thefe  terms  ;    and  the  charters  were  fent 
over  to  the  king  in  Flanders  to  be  there  confirmed 
by  him.     Edward  felt  the  utmoft  reluctance  to  this 

9  Walfing.  p.  72.  Heming.  Vol.i.  p.  115.  Trivet,  p.  304. 
'  Walling,  p.  f%.  Heming.  vol.i.  p.  117.  Trivet,  p.  30^. 
u  Heming.  vol.  i.  p.  13$.  w  Walfing.  p.  73. 

Heming.  vol.  i.  p.  138,  139,  140,  ^41.    Trivet,  p.  308. 
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CHAP,  meafure,  which,  he  apprehended,  would  for  the 
L  J^  future  impofe  fetters  on  his  conducl,  and  fet  limits 
j 297.  to  his  lawlefs  authority.  On  various  pretences  he 
delayed  three  days  giving  any  anfwer  to  the  depu- 
ties ;  and  when  the  pernicious  confequences  of  his 
refufal  were  reprefented  to  him,  he  was  at  laft  ob- 
liged, after  many  internal  ilruggles,  to  affix  his  feal 
to  the  charters,  as  alfo  to  the  claufe  that  bereaved 
him  of  the  power,  which  he  had  hitherto  affumed 
of  impofmg  arbitrary  taxes  upon  the  people  x. 

That  we  may  finifh  at  once  this  interesting 
tranfaclion  concerning  the  fettlement  of  the  char- 
ters, we  mall  briefly  mention  the  fubfequent  events. 
which  relate  to  it.  The  conftable  and  marefchal, 
informed  of  the  king's  compliance,  were  fatisfied  ; 
and  not  only  ceafed  from  disturbing  the  govern- 
ment, but  affifted  the  regency  with  their  power 
againft  the  Scots,  who  had  rifen  in  arms,  and  had 
thrown  off  the  yoke  of  England7.  But  being  fen-' 
fible,  that  the  fmalleft  pretence  would  fuffice  to 
make  Edward  retract  thefe  detefted  laws,  which, 
though  they  had  often  received  the  fanclion  both  of 
king  and  parliament,  and  had  been  acknowledged 
during  three  reigns,  were  never  yet  deemed  to  have 
fufficient  validity  ;  they  infilled  that  he  mould 
again  confirm  them  011  his  return  to  England,  and 
mould  thereby  renounce  all  plea  which  he  might 
derive  from  his  refiding  in  a  foreign  country,  when' 
he  formerly  affixed  his  feal  to  them  2.  It  appeared 
that  they  judged  aright  of  Edward's  character  and 
intentions  :  He  delayed  his  confirmation  as  long  as 
poffible ;  and  when  the  fear  of  worfe  confequences 
obliged  him  again  to  comply,  he  exprefsly  added 
a  falvo  for  his  royal  dignity  or  prerogative,  which 
in  effect  enervated  the  whole  force  of  the  charters  \ 
The  two  earls  and  their  adherents  left  the  parlia- 

s  Waiting,  p.  74.    Heming.  vol.  i.  p.  143.  ,_  *  Heming. 

vol.i.  p.  143,         *  Ibid.  p.  159,  a  Ibid.  p.  167,  168. 
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ment  in  difgufl ;  and  the  king  was  conflrained,  on  C  HA  p. 
a  future  occafion,  to  grant   to 'the    people,  without  ,__     J_„j 
any  fubterfuge,  a  pure  and  abfolute  confirmation  of      *v}% 
thofe  1  tws  b,  which  were  fo  much  the  object  of  their 
paflionare    affection.     Even   farther    fecurities  were 
then  provided  for  the  eftablifhment  of  national  pri- 
vileges.    Three    knights    were     appointed     to     be 
chofen  in  each  county,  and  were  inverted  with  the 
power  of  punifhing,  by  fine  and  imprisonment,  every 
tranfgreflion  or  violation  of   the  charters c :  A  pre- 
caution, which,  though  it  was  foon   difufed,  as  en- 
croaching too  much    on    royal   prerogative,  proves 
the   attachment  which  the  Englifh,    in   that   age, 
bore  to  liberty,  and    their   well-grounded  jealoufy 
of  the  arbitrary  difpofition  of  Edward. 

The  work,  however,  was  not  yet  entirely  finiihed 
and  complete.  In  order  to  execute  the  lefTer  charter, 
it  was  requifite,  by  new  perambulations,  to  fet 
bounds  to  the  royal  forefts,  and  to  difafforefi  all 
land  which  former  encroachments  had  compre- 
hended within  their  limits.  Edward  difcovered  the 
fame  reluctance  to  comply  with'  this  equitable  de- 
mand ;  and  it  was  not  till  after  many  delays  on  his 
part,  and  many  folicitations  and  requefts,  and  even 
menaces  of  war  and  violence  d  on  the  part  of  the 
barons,  that  the  perambulations  were  made,  and 
exact  boundaries  fixed,  by  a  jury  in  each  county, 
to  the  extent  of  his  forefts  e.  Had  not  his  am- 
bitious and  active  temper  raifed  him  fo  many  fo* 
reign  enemies,  and  obliged  him  to  have  recourfe 
fo  often  to  the  afliftance  of  his  fubjefts,  it  is  not 
likely  that  thole  conceflions  could  ever  have  been 
extorted  from  him, 

b  Honing,  vol.  i.  p.  168.  c  Ibid.  p.  170. 

d  Walling,  p.  80.    We  are  told  by  Tyrrel,  vol.  ii.  p.  145.  from. 

the  chronicle  of  St,  Albans,  that  the  barons,  not  content  with  the 

exe:u*ion  of  the  charter  of  forefts,  demanded  of  Edward  as  high, 

•  terms  as  had  been  isnpofed  on  his    lather  by  the  earl  of  Leicefter ; 

But  no  other  hiftorian  mentions  this  particular. 

«  J&eming.  vol.  i.  p.  171-     M.  Weft,  p.  43*.  433. 
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C  y  u  ?  But  while  the  people,  after  fo  many  fuccefsful 
W—t-v^-*J  Struggles,  deemed  thcmfelves  happy  in  the  fecure 
1297.  poifefuon  of  their  privileges,  they  were  furprifed  in. 
1305  to  find  that  Edward  had  fecretly  applied  to 
Rome,  and  had  procured  from  that  mercenary 
court,  an  abfolution  from  all  the  oaths  and  engage- 
ments, which  he  had  fo  often  reiterated,  to  obferve 
both  the  charters.  There  are  fome  historians  f  fo 
credulous  as  to  imagine,  that  this  perilous  ftep  was 
taken  by  him  for  no  other  pur  pole  than  to  acquire 
the  merit  of  granting  anew  confirmation  of  the  char- 
ters, as  he  did  foon  after  ;  and  a  confirmation  fo 
much  the  more  unquestionable,  as  it  could  never 
after  be  invalidated  by  his  fucceifors,  on  pretence 
of  any  force  or  violence  which  had  been  impofed 
upon  him.  But  befides  that  this  might  have  been 
done  with  a  better  grace,  if  he  had  never  applied 
for  any  fuch  abfolution,  the  whole  tenor  of  his 
conduct  proves  him  to  be  little  fufceptible  of  fuch 
refinements  in  patriotifm  ;  and  this  very  deed  itfelf, 
in  which  he  anew  confirmed  the  charters,  carries  on 
the  face  of  it  a  very  oppofite  prefumption.  Though 
he  ratified  the  charters  in  general,  he  flill  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  papal  bull  fo  far  as  to  invalidate  the 
late  perambulations  of  the  forefls,  which  had  been 
made  with  fuch  care  and  attention,  and  to  referve 
to  himfelf  the  power,  in  cafe  of  favourable  indi- 
gents, to  extend  as  much  as  formerly  thofe  arbitrary 
jurifdictians.  If  the  power  was  not  in  fact  made 
ufe  of,  we  can  only  conclude  that  the  favourable 
incidents  did  not  offer. 

Thus,  after  the  contefts  of  near  a  whole  century, 
and  theie  ever  accompanied  with  violent  jealoufies, 
often  with  public  convulfions,  the  Great  Charter 
was  finally  eftablifhed  ;  and  the  Englifh  nation  have 
i;he  h  >nour  of  extorting,  by  their  perfeverance,  this 
conceilion  from  the  ableft,  the  moil  warlike,  and 

f  Brady,  vol.  ii.  p.  84.     Girte,  vol.  ii.  p.  ap2. 
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the  mo  ft  ambitious   of    all   their    princes ''.     It   is  Q  H  A  p. 
computed,  that   above   thirty  .confirmations  of  the  _'    , 

charter  were  at  different   times    required  of  feveral      i2<;j, 
kings,  and  granted  by  them,  in    full   parliament .; 
a  precaution   which,  while  it  difcovers  fome  igno- 
rance  of  the  true  nature  of  law   and   government, 
proves  a  laudable  jealoufy  of  national  privileges  in 
the  people,  and    an  extreme   anxiety   left    contrary 
precedents   mould   ever  be  pleaded  as  an  authority 
for  infringing  them.     Accordingly   we   find,  that, 
though  arbitrary  practices  often  prevailed,  and  were 
even  able  to  eftablifh    themf elves    into  fettled  cuf- 
toms,  the  validity  of  the  Great  Charter  was   never 
afterwards  formally  difputed ;  and  that  grant   was 
ftill  regarded  as   the  bafis  of  Englifh   government, 
and  the  fure  rule  by  which  the  authority   of  every 
cuftorn  was  to  be  tried  and  canvaffed.     The  joint 
diction    of  the    Star-chamber,   martial   law,  impri- 
fonment  by   warrants  from    the  privy-council,  and 
other  practices  of  a  like  nature,  though  eftablifhed 
for  feveral   centuries,    were   fearcelly   ever  allowed 
by  the  Englifh    to    be  parts  of  their   conftitution : 
The    affedtion  of  the  nation    for  liberty   ftill  pre- 
vailed   over   all  precedent,    and    even   all   political 
reafoning :  The  exercife   of  thefe  powers,  after  be- 
ing long  the  fource  of  fecret   murmurs  among  the 
people,  was,  in  fulnefs  of  time,  foJemnly  abolifhed 
as  illegal,  at  leafl  as  oppreflive,  by  the  whole  legif- 
lative  authority. 

To  return  to  the  period  from  which  this  account 
of  the  charters  has  led  us :  Though  the  king's  im- 
patience to  appear  at  the  head  of  his  armies  in 
Flanders  made  him  overlook    all    confiderations, 

I  It  rrnift,  however^,  be  remarked,  that  the  king  never  forgave  the 
.Chief  a  dors  in  this  tranfac~Uon  ;  and  he  found  means  afterwards  to 
oblige  both  the  conftablc  and  mareichal  to  refign  their  offices  into  his 
hands.  The  former  rectjved  a  new  grant  of  it  But  the  office  of 
mareichal  was  given  to  Thomas  of  Brothevton,  the  king's  £.cond 

U  4  either 
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chap,  either  of  domeftic  difcontents  or   of  commotions 
xliI-      among  the    Scots  ;    his  embarkation  had   been   Tq 
r^C~*rf  l°ng  retarded  by  the  various    obftruclions    thrown 
in  his  way,  that  he  loft  the  proper  feafon  for  action, 
and  after  his  arrival  made  no  progrefs   againft  the 
enemy.     The   king    of  France,    taking   advantage 
of  his  abfence,    had  broken  into  the  Low    Coun- 
tries ;  had  defeated   the  Flemings  in    the  battle  of 
Furnes  j    had    made  himfelf  mailer    of  Lille,    St. 
Omer,    Courtrai,    ancT  Ypres ;    and    feemed  in  a 
fituation  to  take  full  vengeance  on  the  earl  of  Flan- 
ders, his  rebellious  vaffal.     But  Edward,  feconded 
by  an  Engliih  army  of  50,000   men  (for  this  is  the 
number  aifigned  by  hiftorians  k),  was   able  to  flop 
the  career  of  his  victories  j  and   Philip,  finding  all 
the    weak   refources   of  his   kingdom  already    ex- 
Jvaufted,  began  to  dread  a   reverfe    of  fortune,  an4 
to  apprehend  an   invafion  on  France  itfelf.     The 
king  of  England,  on  the  other  hard,  difappointed 
of  affiilance    from   Adolph  king  of  the   Romans, 
which  he  had  purchaicd  at  a  very   high  price,  and 
finding  many  urgent  calls  for  his  prefence   in   Eng- 
land, was  defirous  of  ending,  on  any    honourable 
terms,  a  war"  which  feryed   only  to  divert  his  force 
from  the    execution   of    more    important  projects. 
This  difpofition  in  both  monarchs  foon  produced 
a  ceiTation  of  hoftilities   for  two  years  ;  and  engaged 
them  to  fubmit  their  differences  to  the  arbitration 
of  pope  Boniface. 
1298.  Boniface  was  among  the  lafl  of  the  fovereign 

pontiffs-  that  exercifed  an  authority  over  the  tem- 
poral juiifdiction  of  princes  ;  and  thefe  exorbitant 
vpretenfions,  which  he  had  been  tempted  to  aflume 
from  the  fuccefsful  example  of  his  predeceffors,  but 
of  which  the  feafon  was  now  paft,  involved  him  in 
fo  many  calamities,  and  were  attended  with  fo  un- 
fortunate a  cataflrophe,  that  they  have  been  fecretly 

fc  Heming,  vol.  i.  p.  14G. 
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abandoned,  though  never  openly  reHnquifhrd,  by  C  11  A  p. 
his  fucceffors  in  the  apoftolic  chair.  Edward  and  ^^^j 
Philip,  equally  jealous  or  papal  claims,  took  care  ,293. 
to  infert  in  their  reference,  that  Boniface  was  made 
judge  of  the  difference  by  their  confent,  as  a  pri- 
vate perfon,  not  by  any  right  of  his  pontificate; 
and  the  pope,  without  feeming  to  be  offended  at  this 
mortifying  claufe,  proceeded  to  give  a  fentence  be- 
tween them,  in  which  they  both  acquiefced  \  He 
brought  them  to  agree  that  their  union  mould  be 
cemented  by  a  double  marriage  ;  that  of  Edward 
himfelf,  who  was  now  a  widower,  with  Margaret 
Philip's  lifter,  and  that  of  the  prince  of  Wales 
with  Ifabella,  daughter  of  that  monarch  m.  Philip 
was  likewife  willing  to  reftore  Guienne  to  the  Eng- 
Jifh,  which  he  had  indeed  no  good  pretence  to  de- 
tain ;  but  he  infilled  that  the  Scots,  and  their  king 
John  Baliol,  mould,  as  his  allies,  be  comprehended 
in  the  treaty,  and  mould  be  reftored  to  their  liberty. 
The  difference,  after  feveral  difputes,  was  compro-  Peacewitii 
mifed,  by  their  making  mutual  facrifkes  to  each 
other.  Edward  agreed  to  abandon  his  ally  the  earl 
of  Flanders,  on  condition  that  Philip  Ihould  treat  in 
like  manner  his  ally  the  king  of  Scots.  The  pro- 
fpecr.  of  conquering  thefe  two  countries,  whole  fitu- 
ation  made  them  fo  commodious  an  acquifition  to 
the  refpe&ive  kingdoms,  prevailed  over  all  other 
confiderations  ;  and  though  they  were  both  finally 
difappointed  in  their  hopes,  their  conduct  was  very 
reconcileable  to  the  principles  of  an  interefted  policy. 
This  was  the  firft  fpecimen  which  the  Scots  had  of 
the  French  alliance,  and  which  was  exactly  conform- 
able to  what  a  fmaller  power  muft  always  expeclr, 
when  it  blindly  attaches  itfelf  to  the  will  and  fortunes 
of  a  greater.  That  unhappy  people,  now  engaged 
in  a  brave  though  unequal  conteft  for  their  liberties, 

1  Rymer,  yol,  |L  p.  817.     Heming.  vol.  i.  p/149.    Trivet,  p.  310. 
*»  Ryiner^  vol.  ii,  p,  833* 
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CHAP,  were  totally  abandoned  by  the  ally  in  whom  they  re- 
«^r!I       pofed  their  final  confidence,  to  the  will  of  an  imperi- 

1298.  ous  conqueror. 
Revoi  of  Though  England  as  well  as  other  European 
countries  was,  111  its  ancient  itate,  very  ill  qualified 
for  making,  and  Still  worfe  for  maintaining,  con- 
quefts,  Scotland  was  fo  much  inferior  in  its  internal 
force,  and  was  fo  ill  fituated  for  receiving  foreign 
fuccors,  that  it  is  no  wonder  Edward,  an  ambitious 
monarch,  fhould  have  call  his  eye  on  fo  tempting 
an  acquisition,  which  brought  both  Security  and 
greatnefs  to  his  native  country.  But  the  inflruments 
whom  he  employed  to  maintain  his  dominion  over 
the  northern  kingdom  were  not  happily  chofen ; 
and  afted  not  with  the  requifite  prudence  and  mode- 
ration in  reconciling  the  Scottim  nation  to  a  yoke 
which  they  bore  with  Such  extreme  reluctance. 
Warrenne,  retiring  into  England  on  account  of  his 
bad  State  of  health,  left  the  administration  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  Ormefby,  who  was  appointed  judi- 
ciary oS  Scotland,  and  Creffingham,  who  bore  the 
office  of  treafurer ;  and  a  Small  military  force  re- 
mained to  fecure  the  precarious  authority  of  thole 
ministers.  The  latter  had  no  other  object  than  the 
amafling  of  money  by  rapine  and  injuftice :  The 
former  distinguished  himfelf  by  the  rigour  and  Se- 
verity of  his  temper :  And  both  of  them  treating 
the  Scots  as  a  conquered  people,  made  them  fen- 
iible  too  early  of  the  grievous  Servitude  into  which 
they  had  fallen.  As  Edward  required  that  all  the 
proprietors  of  land  mould  Swear  fealty  to  him,  every 
one  who  refufed  or  delayed  giving  this  testimony  of 
fubmiiiion,  was  outlawed  and  impriioned,  and  pu- 
nifhed  without  mercy ;  and  the  braveit  and  moit 
generous  Spirits  oS  the  nation  were  thus  exaSperated 
to  the  higheft  degree  againft  the  Englifh  govern-* 
ment ". 

a  Walling,  p.  70.    Heming.  vol.  i.  p.  118.    Trivet,  p-  2-99. 
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There  was   one  William  Wallace,    of  a  fmall  CHAP* 
fortune,  but  defcended  of  an  ancient  family  in  the      XIJ1 
weft  of  Scotland,  whofe  courage  prompted  him   to       I29s. 
tmdertake,  and  enabled  him  finally  to  accompiifh, 
the  defperate  attempt  of  delivering  his  native  coun- 
try from   the  dominion  of  foreigners.     This  man, 
whofe  valorous  exploits  are  the  object  of  jufl:  ad- 
miration, but  have  been  much  exaggerated  by  the 
traditions   of  his  countrymen,  had   been  provoked 
by  the  infolence  of  an  Englifh  officer  to  put  him 
to   death ;    and  finding  himfelf  obnoxious  on  that 
account   to  the   feverity  of  the  adminiftration,   he 
fled    into   the   woods,    and    offered    himfelf  as  a 
leader   to  all    thofe   whom    their    crimes,    or  bad 
fortune,    or    avowed   hatred  of  the  Englifh,    had 
reduced  to  a  like  neceffity.     He  was  endowed  with 
gigantic  force    of  body,    with    heroic    courage    of 
mind,    with   difintereffced    magnanimity,    with   in- 
credible patience,    and   ability  ro   hear  hunger,  fa- 
tigue,   and  all  the  feverities   of  the  feafons  ;    and 
he  foon  acquired  among   thofe  defperate   fugitives 
that  authority  to  which    his  virtues  fo  juftly  entitled 
him.     Beginning  with  fmall  attempts,  in  which  he 
was  always  fuccefsful,    he   gradually   proceeded  to 
more  momentous  enterprifes ;    and   he  difcovered 
equal  caution  in  fecuring  his  followers,  and  valour 
in  annoving  the  enemy.     By  his  knowledge  of  the 
country  he  was  enabled,  when  purfued,  to  enfure  a 
retreat  among  the  moraffes,  or  forefts.  or  moun- 
tains ;    and  again  collecting  his  difperfed  affociates, 
he  unexpectedly  appeared  in  another  quarter,  and 
furpriied.  and  routed,  and  put  to  the  fword  the  un- 
wary Englifh.     Every  day  brought  accounts  of  his 
great  actions,  which  were  received  with  no  lefs  fa- 
vour by  his  countrymen  than  terror  by  the  enemy  : 
All  thoie  who  thirited  after  military  fame  were  de- 
firous  to  partake  of  his  renown  :    His   fuccefsful  va- 
lour feemed  to  vindicate  the  nation  from   the  igno- 
miny into  which  it  had  fallen,  by  its  tame  fubmif- 
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chap,  fton  to  the  Engliih :  And  though  no  nobleman  of 
note  ventured  as  yet  to  join  his  party,  he  had  gained 
a  general  confidence  and  attachment,  which  birth  and 
fortune  are  not  alone  able  to  confer. 

Wallace  having,  by  many  fortunate  enterprifes, 
brought  the  valour  of  his  followers  to  correfpond  to 
his  own,  refoived  to  ftrike  a  decifive  blow  againft 
the  Engliih  government ;  and  he  concerted  the  plan 
of  attacking  Grmefby  at  Scone,  and  of  taking  ven- 
geance on  hira  for  all  the  violence  and  tyranny  of 
which  he  had  been  guilty.  The  juiliciary,  apprifed 
of  his  intentions,  fled  haftily  into  England  :  All  the 
other  officers  of  that  nation  imitated  his  example  : 
Their  terror  added  alacrity  and  courage  to  the  Scots, 
who  took  themfelves  to  arms  in  every  quarter : 
Many  of  the  principal  barons,  and  among  the  reft 
fir  William  Douglas  %  openly  countenanced  Wal- 
laces's  party  :  Robert  Bruce  fecretly  favoured  and 
promoted  the  fame  caufe  :  And  the  Scots,  making  off 
their  fetters,  prepared  themfelves  to  defend,  by  an 
united  effort,  that  liberty  which  they  had  fo  unexpec- 
tedly recovered  from  the  hands  of  their  oppreflors. 

BuTWarrenne,  collecting  an  armyof  40,000  men 
m  the  north  of  England,  determined  to  re-eftablifli 
his  authority  j  and  he  endeavoured,  by  the  celerity 
of  his  armament  and  of  his  march,  to  compenfate 
for  his  paft  negligence,  which  had  enabled  the  Scots 
to  throw  off  the  Engiifh  government.  Hefuddenly 
entered  Annandale,  and  came  up  with  the  enemy  at 
Irvine,  before  their  forces  were  fully  collected,  and 
before  they  had  put  themfelves  in  a  pofture  of  de- 
fence. Many  of  the  Scottifh  nobles,  alarmed  with 
their  dangerous  fituation,  here  fubmitted  to  the  Eng- 
iifh, renewed  their  oaths  of  fealty,  promifed  to  de- 
liver hoflarres  for  their  p'ood  behaviour,  and  received 
a  pardon  for  pad  offences  p.  Others  who  had  not 
vet  declared  themfelves,  fuch  as  the  ftewardof  Scot- 

f  WaTfing.  p.  70.     Hemlng.  vol.  i.  v..  ji8,  p  Heming, 
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land  and  the  earl  of  Lenox,  joined,  though  with  re-  c  ££  ?< 
luctance,  the  Englifli  army  ;  and  waited  a  favour- 
able opportunity  for  embracing  the  caufe  of  their  dif- 
treiTed  countrymen.  But  Wallace,  whofe  authority 
over  his  retainers  was  more  fully  confirmed  by  the 
ab fence  of  the  great  nobles,  perfevered  obftinately 
■in  his  purpofe  ;  and  finding  himfelf  unable  to  give 
battle  to  the  enemy,  he  marched  northwards,  with 
an  intention  of  prolonoin<r  the  war,  and  of  turning 
to  his  advantage  the  fituation  of  that  mountainou.3 
and  barren  country.  When  Warrenne  advanced  to 
Stirling,  he  found  Wallace  encamped  at  Cambuf- 
kenneth,  on  the  oppofite  banks  of  the  Forth ;  and 
being  continually  urged  by  the  impatient  Cremng- 
ham,  who  was  actuated  both  by  perfonal  and  na- 
tional animofities  againfi  the  Scots q,  he  prepared  to 
attack  them  in  that  pofiticn,  which  Wallace,  no 
lefs  prudent  than  courageous,  had  chofen  for  his 
army1'.  Infpiteofthe  remonilrances  of  fir  Rich- 
ard Lundy,  a  Scotchman  of  birth  and  family,  who 
fincerely  adhered  to  the  Englifli,  he  ordered  his 
army  to  pafs  a  bridge  which  lay  over  the  Forth  ;  but 
he  was  foon  convinced,  by  fatal  experience,  of  the 
error  of  his  conduct.  Wallace,  allowing  fuch  num- 
bers of  the  Englifh  to  pafs  as  he  thought  proper,  at- 
tacked them  before  thev  were  fully  formed,  put 
them  to  rout,  pufhed  part  of  them  into  the  river, 
defhoyed  the  red  by  the  edge  of  the  fword,  and 
gained  a  complete  victory  over  them  s.  Anion?"  the 
Hain  was  Crerlingham  himfelf,  whofe  memory  was 
fo  extremely  odious  to  the  Scots,  that  they  flayed 
his  dead  body,  and  made  faddles  and  girths  of  his 
(kinr.  Warrenne,  finding  the  remainder  of  his 
army  much  difmayed  by  this  misfortune,  was 
obliged  again  to  evacuate  the  kingdom,  and  retire 
into  England.     The  caflles  of    Roxborough,  and 

<3  Heming.  voU  i.  p    127.  r  On  the  nth  of  September  1297. 

s  Walling,  p.  73.     Heming.  vol.  i.  p.  127,  ia3,  129.     Trivet, 
p.  307.        c  Heming.  vol.  i.  p.  130, 

Berwic, 


3o2  HISTORY   OF    ENGLAND. 

CHAP.  Berwic,  ill   fortified  and  feebly  defended,  fell  foOEt 
after  into  the  hands  of  the  Scots. 

Wallace,  universally  revered  as  the  deliverer  of 
his  country,  now  received  from  the  hands  of  his  foU 
lowers  the  dignity  of  regent  or  guardian  under  che 
captive  BalLol  j  and  finding  that  the  diforders  of 
war,  as  well  as  the  unfavorable  feafons,  had  pro- 
duced a  famine  in  Scotland,  he  urged  his  army  to 
march  into  England,  to  fubfift  at  the  exnence  of  the 
enemy,  and  to  revenge  all  pad  injuries,  by  retali- 
ating oh  that  hoftile  nation.  The  Scots,  who  deemed 
every  thing  poilible  under  fuch  a  leader,  joyfully 
attended  his  call.  Wallace,  breaking;  into  the 
northern  counties  during  the  winter  ieafon,  laid 
every  place  waile  with  tire  and  fword ;  and  after  ex- 
tending on  all  fides,  without  oppofition,  the  fury  of 
his  ravages  as  far  as  the  bifhopric  of  Durham,  he 
returned,  loaded  with  fpoils,  and  crowned  with 
glory,  into  his  own  country u.  The  diforders 
which  at  that  time  prevailed  in  England,  from  the 
refractory  behaviour  of  the  conftable  and  marefchal, 
made  it  impoihble  to  collect  an  army  fufficient  to 
refill  the  enemy,  and  expofed  the  nation  to  this  lofs 
and  dishonour. 

But  Edward,  who  received  in  Flanders  intelli- 
gence of  thefe  events,  and  had  already  conduced 
a  truce  with  France,  now  haftened  over  to  England, 
in  certain  hopes,  by  his  activity  and  valour,  not 
only  of  wiping  off  this  difgrace,  but  of  recovering 
the  important  conqueft  of  Scotland,  which  he  al- 
ways regarded  as  the  chief  glory  and  advantage  of 
his  reign.  He  appeafed  the  murmurs  of  his  people 
by  conceffions  and  promifes  :  He  reftored  to  the  ci- 
tizens of  London  the  election  of  their  own  magif- 
trates,  of  which  they  had  been  bereaved  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  his  father's  reign  :  He  ordered  Itricl  in- 
quiry to  be   made  concerning  the  corn  and  othetf 

u  Hem'mg.  vol.  i.  p.  131,  tji,  133. 
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goods  which  had  been   violently  feized   before  his  C  H  A  p. 
departure,  as  if  he  intended  to  pay  the  value   to  the  k^^^j 
owners  w  :  And   making  public   profeflions  of  con-      129s. 
firming  and  obferving  the  charters,  he  regained  the 
confidence  of  the  discontented  nobles.     Having,  by 
all   thefe  popular   arts,    rendered     himfelf  entirely 
mailer   of  his  people,   he  collected   the  whole  mili- 
tary  force  of    England,  Wales,  and    Ireland,  and 
marched  with  an  army  of  near  a  hundred  thousand 
combatants  to  the  northern  frontiers. 

Nothing  could  have  enabled  the  Scots  to  refill 
but  lor  one  feafon  fo  mighty  a  power,  except  an  en- 
tire union  among  themfelves  ;  but  as  they  were  de- 
prived of  their  king,  whole  perfonal  qualities,  even 
when  he  was  prefent,  appeared  fo  contemptible,  and 
had  left  among  his  fubjecls  no  principle  of  attach- 
ment to  him  or  his  family,  factions,  jealoufies,  and 
animofities  unavoidably  arofe  among  the  great,  and 
diffracted  all  their  councils.  The  elevation  of  Wal- 
lace, though  purchafed  by  fo  great  merit  and  fuch 
eminent  fervices,  was  the  object  of  envy  to  the  no- 
bility, who  repined  to  fee  a  private  gentleman  raifed 
above  them  by  his  rank,  and  ftill  more  by  his  glory 
and  reputation.  Wallace  himfelf,  fenfible  of  their 
jealouiy,  and  dreading  the  ruin  of  his  country  from 
thofe  inteffine  difcords,  voluntarily  refiQ-ned  his  au- 
thority,  and  retained  only  the  command  over  that 
body  of  his  followers,  who,  being  acculiomed  to 
victory  under  his  ltandard,  refuied  to  follow  into  the 
field  any  other  leader.  The  chief  power  devolved 
on  the  fteward  of  Scotland,  and  Cummin  of  Bade-, 
nock;  men  of  eminent  birth,  under  whom  the  great 
chieftains  were  more  willing  to  ferve  in  defenceof 
their  country.  The  two  Scottifh  commanders,  col- 
lecting their  feveral  forces  from  every  quarter,  fixed 
their  ltation  at  Falkirk,  and  purpofed  there  to  abide 
the  aflault  of  the  Englifh.     Wallace  was  at  the  head 

w  Rymer?  vol,  ii.  p.  8x3. 
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of  a  third  body,  which  acted  under  his   command. 
The  Scottifh  army  placed  their  pikemen  along  their 
"1498.      front :  Lined  the  intervals  between  the  three  bodies 
with  archers  :  And  dreading  the  great  fuperiority  of 
the  Englifh  in  cavairy,  endeavoured  to  fecure  their 
front  by  pal iifadoes,  tied  together  with  ropes x.     In 
this  difpofition  they  expected  the   approach  of  the 
enemy, 
aad  July.        The  king,  when  he  arrived  in  fight  of  the  Scots, 
falkkk?    was  pkafed"with  theprofpect  of  being  able,  by  one 
decifive  flroke,  to  determine  the  fortune  of  the  war  ; 
and  dividing  his   army  alfo  into  three  bodies,  he  led 
them  to  the  attack.     The  Englifh  archers,  who  be- 
gan about  this  time  to  furpafs  thofe  of  other  nations, 
iirft  chafed  the  Scottifh  bowmen  off  the  field  ;  then 
pouring   in  their  arrows  among  the  pikemen,  who 
wrere  cooped    up  within    their  intrenchments,  threw 
them  into  diforder,  and  rendered  the  aiTault  of  the 
Englifh  pikemen  and  cavalry   more  eafy  and  fuc- 
cefsful.     The  whole  Scottifh  army  was  broken,  and 
chafed  off  the  field  with  great  flaughter  ;  which  the 
hiftorians,  attending  more  to  the  exaggerated  rela- 
tions of    the  populace  than  to  the  probability    of 
things,  make  amount  to  fifty  or  fixty  thoufand  men  y. 
It  is   only  certain  that  the  Scots  never  fuffered  a 
greater  lofs  in  any  action,  nor  one  which  feemed  to 
threaten  more  inevitable  ruin  to  their  country. 

In  this  general  rout  of  the  army,  Wallace's  mi- 
litary Ikill  and  prefence  of  mind  enabled  him  to  keep 
his  troops  entire  ;  and  retiring  behind  the  Carron,  he 
marched  leifurely  along  the  banks  of  that  fmall  river, 
-which  protected  him  from  the  enemy.  Young 
Ikuce,  who  had  already  given  many  proofs  of  his 
afpiring  genius,  but  who  ferved  hitherto  in  the  Eng- 

*  Walfing.  p.  75.     Heming.  vol  i.  163. 

V  Walling,  p.  76.  T.  Wykes,  p.  127.  Heming  vol.  i.  p.  163, 
164,  1*5.  Trivet,  p.  313,  fays  only  »o,ooo.  M.  Weft.  p.  431, 
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lifh  army,  appeared  on  the  oppofite  banks ;  and  chap- 
diftinguifhing  the  Scottish  chief,  as  well  by  his  XII!_j 
majeftic  port,  as  by  the  intrepid  activity  of  his  ,a^3. 
behaviour,  called  out  to  him,  and  defired  a  fhorr 
conference.  He  here  reprelented  to  Wallace  the 
fruitlefs  and  ruinous  enterprife  in  which  he  was 
engaged ;  and  endeavoured  to  bend  his  inflexible 
fpirit  to  fubmiffion  under  fuperior  power  and  fu- 
perior  fortune  :  He  infilled  on  the  unequal  conteft: 
between  a  weak  ftate,  deprived  of  its  head  and 
agitated  by  interline  difcord,  and  a  mighty  nation, 
conducted  by  the  ableft  and  molt  martial  monarch 
of  the  age,  and  poffelTed  of  every  refource  either 
for  protracting  the  war,  or  for  pufhing  it  with 
vigour  and  activity:  If  the  love  of  his  country 
were  his  motive  for  perfeverance,  his  obftinacy 
tended  only  to  prolong  her  mifery  ;  if  he  carried 
his  views  to  private  grandeur  and  ambition,  he 
might  reflect  that,  even  if  Edward  mould  withdraw 
his  armies,  it  appeared  from  pad  experience,  that 
fo  many  haughty  nobles,  proud  of  the  pre-emi- 
nence of  their  families,  would  never  fubmit  to 
perfonal  merit,  whofe  fuperiority  they  were  lefs 
inclined  to  regard  as  an  object  of  admiration, 
than  as  a  reproach  and  injury  to  themfelves.  To 
thefe  exhortations  Wallace  replied,  that,  if  he 
had  hitherto  acted  alone  as  the  champion  of  his 
country,  it  was  folely  becaufe  no  fecond  or  com- 
petitor, or  what  he  rather  wiflied,  no  leader  had 
yet  appeared  to  place  himfelf  in  that  honourable 
ftation :  That  the  blame  lay  entirely  on  the  no- 
bility, and  chiefly  on  Bruce  himfelf,  who,  uniting 
perfonal  merit  to  dignity  of  family,  had  deferted 
the  poll  which  both  nature  and  fortune,  by  fuch 
powerful  calls,  invited  him  to  sffume :  That  the 
Scots,  poflefTed  of  fuch  a  head,  would,  by  their 
unanimity  and  concord,  have  furmounted  the  chief 
difficulty  under  which  they  now  laboured,  and 
might  hope,  notwithstanding  their  prefent  loffes, 
Vol.  II,  %  to 
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CHAP,  to  oppofe  fuccefsfully  all  the  powers  and  abilities  of 
mJ^!mm^j  Edward :  That  Heaven  itfelf  could  not  fet  a  more 
1398.  glorious  prize  before  the  eyes  either  of  virtue  or 
ambition,  than  to  join,  in  one  object,  the  acqui- 
sition of  royalty  with  the  defence  of  national  inde- 
pendence :  And  that  as  the  interefts  of  his  country, 
more  than  thofe  of  a  brave  man,  could  never  be 
fmcerely  cultivated  by  a  Sacrifice  of  liberty,  he 
himfelf  was  determined,  as  far  as  poffible,  to  pro- 
long not  her  mifery  but  her  freedom,  and  was  de- 
firous  that  his  own  life,  as  well  as  the  existence  of 
the  nation,  might  terminate,  when  they  could  no 
otherwife  be  prefer ved  than  by  receiving  the  chains 
of  a  haughty  victor.  The  gallantry  of  thefe  Senti- 
ments,  though  delivered  by  an  armed  enemy,  (truck 
the  generous  mind  of  Bruce  :  The  flame  was  con- 
veyed from  the  bread  of  one  hero  to  that  of  an- 
other :  He  repented  of  his  engagements  with  Ed- 
ward ;  and  opening  his  eyes  to  the  honourable  path 
pointed  out  to  him  by  Wallace,  fecretly  deter- 
mined to  Seize  the  firft  opportunity  of  embrac- 
ing the  cauSe,  however  defperate,  of  his  opprefied 
country  z. 
I299-  The  Subjection  of  Scotland,  notwithstanding  this 

great  victory  of  Edward,  was  not  yet  entirely  com- 
pleted. The  Englifh  army,  after  reducing  the 
Southern  provinces,  was  obliged  to  retire  for  want 
of  provifions  ;  and  left  the  northern  counties  in  the 
hands  of  the  natives.  The  Scots,  no  lefs  enraged 
at  their  prefent  defeat,  than  elated  by  their  pail 
victories,  Itill  maintained  the  context  for  liberty ; 
but  being  fully  SenSible  of  the  great  inferiority  of 
their  force,  they  endeavoured,  by  applications  to 
foreign  courts,  to  procure  to  themielves  fome  ailiit- 
ance.  The  amplications  of  the  Scottifh  minilters 
were  rejected  by  Philip;  but  were  more  fuccefsful 

z  This  ftory  is  told  by  all  the  Scotch  writers ;  though  it  mud  be 
owned  that  Trivet  and  Heming ford,  authors  of  good  credit,  both 
agree  that  Bruce  was  not  at  that  time  in  Edward's  army. 
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.ivkh  the  court  of  Rome.  Boniface,  pleafed  with  an  C  1-1  A  P. 
occafion  of  exerting  his  authority,  wrote  a  letter  to  XIIjJ 
Edward,  exhorting  him  to  put  a  (top  to  his  oppref-  T^^T 
fions  in  Scotland,  and  difplaying  all  the  proofs,  fuch  Scotland 
as  they  had  probably  been  furnifhed  him  by  the  Scots  JjJS  u 
themfelves,  for  the  ancient  independence  of  that 
kingdom a.  Among  other  arguments,  hinted  at 
above,  he  mentioned  the  treaty  conducted  and  finifhed 
by  Edward  himfelf,  for  the  marriage  of  his  fon  with 
the  heirefs  of  Scotland  ;  a  treaty  which' Would  have 
been  abfurd,  had  he  been  fuperior  lord  of  the  king- 
dom,  and  had  poffefTed  by  the  feudal  law,  the  right 
of  difpofmg  of  his  ward  in  marriage.'  He  mentioned 
feveral  other  itriking  facts,  which  fell  within  the  com- 
pafe  of  Edward's  own  knowledge  ;  particularly  that 
Alexander,  when  he  did  homage  to  the  king,  openly 
and  exprefsly  declared  m  his  prefence,  that  he  (wore 
fealty  not  for  his  crown,  but  for  the  lands  which  he 
held  in  England  :  And  the  pope's  letter  might  have 
palled  for  a  reafonable  one,  had  he  not  fubjoined  his 
own  claim  to  be  liege  lord  of  Scotland  y  a  claim 
which  had  not  once  been  heard  of,  but  which,  with 
a  lingular  confidence,  he  aiferted  to  be  full,  entire, 
and  derived  from  the  moll  remote  antiquity.  The 
affirmative  ftyle,  which  had  been  fo  fuccefsful  with 
him  and  his  predeceffors  in  fpiritual  contefts,  was 
never  before  abufed  after  a  more  egregious  manner 
in  any  civil  controverfy    . 

The  reply,  which  Edward  made  to  Boniface's  1301* 
letter,  contains  particulars  no  lefs  fingular  and  re- 
markable b.  He  there  proves  the  fuperiority  of 
England  by  hiftorical  facts,  deduced  from  the 
period  of  Brutus,  the  Trojan^  who,  he  faid5 
founded  the  Britifh  monarchy  in  the  age  of  Eli 
and  Samuel :  He  fupports  his  pofition  by  all  the 
events  which  paifed  in  the  ifland  before  the  arrival 

a   Rymer,  yoI,  ii,  p.  844.  b  Ibid.  p.  863. 
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CHAP,  of  the  Romans :  And  after  laying  great  ftrefs  on  the 
xm-  extenfive  dominions  and  heroic  victories  of" king 
J30I#  Arthur,  he  vouchfafes  at  laft  to  defcend  to  the  time 
of  Edward  the  elder,  with  which,  in  his  fpeech  to 
the  flates  of  Scotland,  he  had  chofen  to  begin  his 
claim  of  fuperiority.  He  afferts  it  to  be  a  fa 61, 
notorious  and  confirmed  by  the  records  of  antiquity, 
that  the  Englifh  monarchs  had  often  conferred  the 
kingdom  of  Scotland  on  their  own  fubjects ;  had  de- 
throned thefe  vaflal  kings  when  unfaithful  to  them  ; 
and  had  fubflituted  others  in  their  ftead.  He  dis- 
plays with  great  pomp  the  full  and  complete  homage 
which  William  had  done  to  Henry  II.,  without  men- 
tioning the  formal  abolition  of  that  extorted  deed  by 
king  Richard,  and  the  renunciation  of  all  future 
claims  of  the  fame  nature.  Yet  this  paper  he  begins 
with  a  folemn  appeal  to  the  Almighty,  the  fearcher 
of  hearts,  for  his  own  firm  perfuafion  of  the  juflice 
of  his  claim;  and  no  lefs  than  a  hundred  and  four 
barons  alfembied  in  parliament  at  Lincoln,  concur 
in  maintaining  before  the  pope,  under  their  feals,  the 
validity  of  thefe  pretenfions  c.  At  the  fame  time, 
however,  they  take  care  to  inform  Boniface,  that, 
though  they  had  juftmed  their  caufe  before  him,  they 
did  not  acknowledge  him  for  their  judge  :  They  had 
fworn  to  maintain  all  its  royal  prerogatives^  and  would 
never  permit  the  king  himfeif,  were  he  willing,  to 
relinquifh  its  independence. 
j sos.  That  neglect,  almoft  total,  of  truth  and  juflice, 

which  fovereign  flates  difcover  in  their  tranfaclions 
with  each  other,  is  an  evil  univerfal  and  inveterate  ; 
is  one  great  fource  of  the  mifery  to  which  the  hu- 
man race  is  continually  expofed  ;  and  it  may  be 
doubted  whether,  in  many  inflances,  it  be  found  in 
the  end  to  contribute   to  the    interefU    of    thofe 


c  Rymer,  vol.  ii.  p.  873.        Walfing.  p.  85.        Honing,  vol.  i. 
p.  j26.    Trivet,  p.  330.    M.  Weft.  p.  443. 
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princes  themfelves,    who  thus  facrlfice  their  inte-  C  HA  p. 
grity  to  their  politics.     As  few  monarchs  have  lain  v^^J^/ 
under  ftronger  temptations  to  violate  the  principles      j302. 
of  equity,    than  Edward  in   his  transactions  with 
Scotland,    fo  never    were  they   violated   with  lefs 
fcruple    and    referve :    Yet    his    advantages    were 
hitherto   precarious  and  uncertain  ;   and  the  Scots, 
once  roufed  to  arms  and  enured  to  war,  began  to 
appear  a  formidable  enemy,    even  to  this   military 
and  ambitious  monarch.     They  chofe  John  Cum-  Scotland 
min  for  their  recent ;    and  not  content  with  main-  again  re- 

.      .  .  volts 

taining  their  independence  in  the  northern  parts, 
they  made  incurlions  into  the  fouthern  counties, 
which  Edward  imagined  he  had  totally  fubdued. 
John  de  Segrave,  whom  he  had  left  guardian  of 
Scotland,  led  an  army  to  oppofe  them  ;  and  lying  1303* 
at  Roilin,  near  Edinburgh,  lent  out  his  forces  in  Mt  * 
three  divifions,  to  provide  themfelves  with  forage 
and  fubfiftence  from  the  neighbourhood.  One 
party  was  Suddenly  attacked  by  the  regent  and  fir 
Simon  Frafer ;  and  being  unprepared,  was  imme- 
diately routed  and  purfued  with  great  {laughter. 
The  few  that  efcaped,  flying  to  the  fecond  divifion, 
gave  warning  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy  :  The 
ibldiers  ran  to  their  arms ;  and  were  immediately 
led  on  to  take  revenge  for  the  death  of  their  coun- 
trymen. The  Scots,  elated  with  the  advantage 
already  obtained,  made  a  vigorous  impreffion 
upon  them :  The  Englifh,  animated  with  a  thirft 
of  vengeance,  maintained  a  flout  refinance  :  The 
victory  was  long  undecided  between  them ;  but  at 
laft  declared  itfelf  entirely  in  favour  of  the  former, 
who  broke  the  Englifli  and  chafed  them  to  the 
third  divifion,  now  advancing  with  a  hafty  march 
to  Support  their  diftrefTed  companions.  Many  of 
the  Scots  had  fallen  in  the  two  firft  actions  ;  moft 
pf  them  were  wounded;  and  all  of  them  extremely 
fetigued  by  the  long  continuance  of  the  combat : 
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CHAP.  Yet  were  they  fo  tranfported  with  fuccefs  and  mi- 
XIII.     litary  rage,  that,  having   fuddenly    recovered   their 
'""^T^**"'  order,  and  arming  the  followers  of  their  camp  with 
the  fpoils  of  the  flaughtered  enemy,  they  drove  witfy 
fury  upon  the  ranks  of  the  difmayed  Engiifh.     The 
favourable  moment  decided  the  batile ;    which  the 
Scots,  had  they  met  with  a  fteady  refiilance,  were 
not   long    able    to    maintain :    The   Engiifh    were 
chafed  off    the   field  :    Three    victories   were  thus 
gained  in    one  day d ;     And  the    renown   of  thefe 
great  exploits,  feconded  by  the  favourable  difpofi- 
tions  of  the  people,  foon  made  the  regent  mailer  of 
all  the  fqrtreffes  in  the  fouth  ;  and  it  became  neceffary 
for  Edward  to   begin   anew  the   conquefl   of   the 
kingdom. 

The   king  prepared  himfelf  for    this   enterprife 
with  his  ufual  vigour  and  abilities.     He  afTembled 
both  a  great,  fleet  an  i  a  great  army  ;  and  entering 
the   frontiers  of  Scotland,    appeared   with  a  force 
which  the  enemy  could  not  think  of  refifting  in  the 
open  field  ;    the  Engiifh  navy,    which  failed   along 
the  coafl,    fecured    the   army  from  any  danger  of 
famine:    Edward  s  vigilance  preferved  it   from  fuf- 
prifes  :  And  by  this  prudent  difpofition  they  marched 
victorious  from  one  extremity  of  the  kingdom  to 
the  other,  ravaging  the  open  country,   reducing  all 
the  caftles    ,  and  receiving  the  fubmiffions  of  all  the 
nobility.,  even  thofe  of  Cummin  the  regent-     The 
moil  obftinate  refiilance  was  made  by  the  caftle  of 
Brechin,    defended   by    fir  Thomas   Maule ;    and 
the  place  opened  not  its  gates,    till    the  death   of 
the  governor,  by  difcquragmg  the  garrifon,  obliged 
Is  agam      them    to    fubmit    to    the    fate   which    had    over- 
fubdued.    whelmed  the  reft  of  the  kingdom.     Wallace,  though 
he  attended    the  Engiifh     army    in    their    march, 
found   but    few  opportunities    of   fignalizing  that 

i 
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iralour  which  had  formerly  made  him  fo  terrible  to  chap. 
his  enemies.  :vrir- 

Edward  having  completed  his  conqueft,  which  ii0. 
employed  him  during  the  fpace  of  near  two  years, 
now  undertook  the  more  difficult  work  of  fettling 
the  country,  of  eftablifhing  a  new  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  of  making  his  acquifition  durable  to  the 
crown  of  England.  He  feems  to  have  carried  mat- 
ters to  extremity  againil  the  natives :  He  abrogated 
all  the  Scottifh  laws  and  cuftoms f :  He  endeavoured 
to  fubftitute  the  Englifh  in  their  place  :  He  entirely 
rafed  or  deflroyed  all  the  monuments  of  anti- 
quity :  Such  records  or  hiftories  as  had  efeaped  his 
former  fearch  were  now  burnt  or  difperfed  :  And 
he  flattened,  by  too  precipitate  fleps,  to  abolifh  en- 
tirely the  Scottifh  name,  and  to  fink  it  finally  in  the 
Englifh. 

Edward,  however,  ftill  deemed  his  favourite  1305 
conqueil  expofed  to  fome  danger,  fo  long  as 
Wallace  was  alive  ;  and  being  prompted  both  by 
revenge  and  policy,  he  employed  every  art  to  dif- 
cover  his  retreat,  and  become  mailer  of  his  perfon. 
At  lafl,  that  hardy  warrior,  who  was  determined, 
amidfl  the  univerfal  flavery  of  his  countrymen,  ftill 
to  maintain  his  independency,  was  betrayed  into 
Edward's  hand's  by  fir  John  Montekh,  his  friend, 
whom  he  had  made  acquainted  with  the  place  of 
his  concealment.  The  king,  whofe  natural  bra- 
very and  magnanimity  mould  have  induced  him  to 
refpecl  like  qualities  in  an  enemy,  enraged  at  fome 
acts  of  violence  committed  by  Wallace -during  the 
fury  of  war,  refolved  to  overawe  the  Scots  by  an 
example  of  feverity  :  He  ordered  Wallace  to  be  23d  Aug. 
carried  in  chains  to  London  ;  to  be  tried  as  a  rebel 
and  traitor,  though  he  had  never  made  fubmif- 
iions,  or  fworn  fealty  to  England,  and  to  be 
executed  on  Tower-hill.     This  was  the  unworthy 

t  Ryley,  p.  506. 
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c  h  A  P.  fate  of  a  hero,  who,  through  a  courfe  of  many  years, 
Xl!J"      had,  with  fignal  conduct,  intrepidity,  and  perfever* 
j,CJ<       ance,  defended,  againiT.  a  public  and  oppreffive  ene- 
my, the  liberties  of  his  native  country. 

But  the  barbarous  policy  of  Edward  failed  of  the 
purpofe  to  which  it  was  directed.  The  Scots,  already 
difgufled  at  the  great  innovations  introduced  by  the 
fword  of  a  conqueror  into  their  laws  and  government, 
V/ere  farther  enraged  at  the  injultice  and  cruelty  ex* 
ercifed  upon  'Wallace  ;  and  all  the  envy  which,  dur- 
ing his  life-time,  had  attended  that  gallant  chief, 
being  now  buried  in  his  grave,  he  was  univerfally 
regarded  as  the  champion  of  Scotland,  and  the  pa- 
tron of  her  expiring  independency.  The  people, 
inflamed  with  refentment,  were  every  where  difpofed 
to  rife  againfl  the  Englifh  government ;  and  it  was 
not  long  ere  a  new  and  more  fortunate  leader  pre- 
sented himielf,  who  conducted  them  to  liberty,  to 
vidory,  and  to  vengeance. 
$306.  Robeb.t  Br.uce,  grandfon  of  that  Robert  who 

|*rt  had  been  one  of  the  competitors  for  the  crown, 
had  fucceeded  by  his  grandfather's  and  father's 
death,  to  all  their  rights ;  and  the  demife  of  John 
Baliol,  together  with  the  captivity  of  Edward, 
eldeft  fon  of  that  prince,  feemed  to  open  a  full 
career  to  the  genius  and  ambition  of  this  young 
nobleman.  He  faw  that  fhe  Scots,  when  the  title 
to  their  crown  had  expired  in  the  males  of  their 
ancient  royal  family,  had  been  divided  into  parties 
nearly  equal  between  the  houfes  of  Bruce  and. 
Baliol  ;  and  that  every  incident,  which  had  fince 
happened,  had  tended  to  wean  them  from  any 
attachment  to  the  latter.  The  ilender  capacity  of 
John  had  proved  unable  to  defend  them  againft 
their  enemies  :  He  had  meanly  religned  his  crown 
into  the  bands  of  the  conqueror  :  He  had,  before 
his  deliverance  from  captivity,  reiterated  that  re- 
ngnation  in  a  manner  feemingly  voluntary  ;  and 
had  in  that  deed  thrown  out  many  reflexions  ex- 
tremely 
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tremely  diflionourable  to  his  ancient  fubjects,  whom  chap. 
he  publicly  called  traitors,  ruffians,  and  rebels,  ™_ 
and  with  whom  he  declared  he  was  determined  to  I3o6# 
maintain  no  farther  correspondence  h :  He  had, 
during  the  time  of  his  exile,  adhered  ftrictly  to 
that  refolution  ;  and  his  fon,  being  a  prifoner, 
feemed  ill  qualified  to  revive  the  rights,  now  fully 
abandoned,  of  his  family.  Bruce  therefore  hoped 
that  the  Scots,  fo  long  expofed  from  the  want  of 
a  leader  to  the  oppreihons  of  their  enemies,  would 
unanimoufly  fly  to  his  lfandard,  and  would  feat  him 
on  the  vacant  throne,  to  which  he  brought  fuch 
plaufible  pretenfions.  His  afpiring  fpirit,  inflamed 
by  the  fervour  of  youth,  and  buoyed  up  by  his  na- 
tural courage,  faw  the  glory  alone  of  the  enterprife, 
or  regarded  the  prodigious  difficulties  which  at- 
tended it,  as  the  fource  only  of  farther  glory.  The 
miferies  and  oppreffions  which  he  had  beheld  his 
countrymen  fufFcr  in  their  unequal  conteft ;  the  re- 
peated defeats  and  misfortunes  which  they  had  un- 
dergone ;  proved  to  him  fo  many  incentives  to  bring 
them  relief,  and  conduct  them  to  vengeance  againft 
the  haughty  victor.  The  circumftances  which  at- 
tended Bruce's  firft  declaration  are  varioufly  related  ; 
but  we  (hall  rather  follow  '.he  account  given  by  the 
Scottiih  hiftorians  ;  not  that  their  authority  is  in  ge- 
neral anywife  comparable  to  that  of  the  Englifh, 
but  becaufe  they  may  be  fuppofed  fometimes  better 
informed  concerning  facts  which  fo  nearly  interefted 
their  own  nation. 

Bruce,  who  had  long  harboured  in  bis  breail, 
the  delign  of  freeing  his  enflaved  country,  ventured 
at  laft  to  open  his  mind  to  John  Cummin,  a  power- 
ful nobleman,  with  whom  he  lived  in  ftric~t  inti- 
macy. He  found  his  friend,  as  he  imagined, 
fully  pofieffed  with  the  fame  fentiments  j    and  he 

!»  Brady's  Hift.  vol.ii.  App.  N°  27. 
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chap  needed  to  employ  no  arts  of  perfuafion,  to  make 
XIIL  him  embrace  the  refolution  of  throwing  off,  on  the 
i~3o6.-'  fi1"^  favourable  opportunity,  the  ufurped  dominion 
of  the  Englifh.  But  on  the  departure  of  Bruce, 
who  attended  Edward  to  London,  Cummin,  who 
either  had  all  along  diffembled  with  him,  or  began 
to  reflect  more  coolly  in  his  abfence  on  the  defpe- 
rate  nature  of  his  undertaking,  refolved  to  atone 
for  his  crime  in  aflenang  ro  this  rebellion,  by  the 
merit  of  revealing  the  fecret  to  the  king  of  England. 
Edward  did  not  immediately  commit  Bruce  to  cuf- 
tody  ;  becaufe  he  intended  at  the  fame  time  to  feize 
his  three  brothers,  who  refided  in  Scotland  ;  and 
he  contented  himfelf  with  fecretb  fetting  fpies  upon 
him,  and  ordering  all  his  motions  to  be  ftrictly 
watched.  A  nobleman  of  Edward's  court,  Bruce's 
intimate  friend,  was  apprized  of  his  danger  ;  but 
not  daring,  amidfl  fo  many  jealous  eyes,  to  hold 
any  converfation  with  him,  he  fell  on  an  expedient 
to  give  him  warning,  that  it  was  full  time  he 
ihould  make  his  efcape.  He  fent  him  by  his  fer- 
vant  a  pair  of  gilt  fpurs,  and  a  purfe  of  gold,  which 
he  pretended  to  have  borrowed  from  him  ;  and  left 
it  to  the  fagacity  of  his  friend  to  difcover  the  mean- 
ing of  the  prefent.  Bruce  immediately  contrived 
the  means  of  his  efcape  ;  and  as  the  ground  was  at 
that  time  covered  with  fnow,  he  had  the  precaution, 
it  is  faid,  to  order  his  horfes  to  be  mod  with  their 
fhoes  inverted,  that  he  might  deceive  thofe  who 
Ihould  track  his  path  over  the  open  fields  or  crofs 
roads,  through  which  he  purpofed  to  travel.  He 
arrived  in  a  few  days  at  Dumfries  in  Annandale, 
the  chief  feat  of  his  family  interefl: ;  and  he  happily 
found  a  great  number  of  the  Bcottifh  nobility  there 
affembled,  and  among  the  reft,  John  Cummin,  his 
former  afibciate. 
sothFeb,  The  noblemen  were  aftonifhed  at  the  appear- 
ance of  Bruce  among  them  -9    and  Hill  more  when 
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he   difcovered  to  them  the  object  of  his   journey. 
He  told  them  that  he  was  come  to  live  or  die  with 
them  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of  his  country,  and      13U6 
hoped,  with  their  afliftance,  to  redeem  the  Scottifh 
name  from  all  the  indignities  which  it  had  fo  long 
fuftered  from  the  tyranny  of  their  imperious  mat- 
ters :    That  the  facrifice  of  the  rights  of  his  family 
was  the  fird  injury  which  had  prepared  the  wav  for 
their  enfuing  flavery  ;  and  by  renaming  them,  which 
was  his  firm  purpofe,  he  opened  to  them  the  joyful 
prolpect.  of  recovering  from  the  fraudulent  ufurper 
their  ancient  and  hereditary  independence  :  That  all 
'  pad  misfortunes  had  proceeded  from  their  difunion  ; 
and  they  would  foon  appear  no  lefs  formidable  than 
of  old  to  their  enemies,  if  they  now  deigned  to  fol- 
low into  the  field  their  rightful  prince,  who  knew 
no  medium  between  death  and  victory  :  That  their 
mountains,  and  their  valour,  which  had,  during  fo 
many  ages,  protected  their  liberty  from  all  the  ef- 
forts of  the  Roman  empire,  would  dill  be  diffident, 
were  they  worthy  of  their  generous  ancedors,  to  de- 
fend them  againft  the  utmoft  violence  of  the  Englifh 
tyrant:  That  it  was  unbecoming  men,  born  to  the 
mod  ancLnt  independence  known  in  Europe,  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  will  of  any  maders  ;  but  fatal  to  receive 
thofe  who,  being  irritated   by  fuch  perfevering  re- 
fidance,  and   inflamed  with   the  highed   animofity, 
would  never  deem  themfelves  fecure  in  their  ufurped 
dominion^,  but  by  exterminating  all  the  ancient  no- 
bility, and  even  all   the  ancient  inhabitants  :    And 
that,  being  reduced  to  this  defperate  extremity,  it 
were  better  for  them  at  once  to  perifh,  like  brave 
men,  with  fwords  in  their  hands,  than  to  dread  lone:, 
and  at  lad  undergo  the  fate  of  the  unfortunate  Wal- 
lace, whofe  merits,   in  the  brave  and  obdinate  de- 
fence of  his  country,  Were  finally  rewarded   by  the 
Jiands  of  an  Englifh  executioner. 

The   fpirit  with  which   this  difcourfe  was  deli- 
vered, the  bold  fentiraents  which  it  conveyed,  the 

novelty 
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chap,  novelty  of  Brace's  declaration,  aiTifted  by  the  graces 
XIIL  of  his  youth  and  manly  deportment,  made  deep 
lo6_  impreffion  on  the  minds  of  his  audience,  and  rGufed 
all  thofe  principles  of  indignation  and  revenge  with 
which  they  had  long  been  fecretly  actuated.  The 
Scottim  nobles  declared  their  unanimous  refolution 
to  ofe  the  utmofl  efforts  in  delivering  their  country 
from  bondage,  and  to  fecond  the  courage  of  Bruce, 
In  afferting  his  and  their  undoubted  rights  againft 
their  common  oppreflcrs.  Cummin  alone,  who  had 
fecretly  taken  his  meafures  with  the  king,  oppofed 
this  general  determination  ;  and  by  reprefenting  the 
great  power  of  England,  governed  by  a  prince 
of  fuch  uncommon  vigour  and  abilities,  he  endea- 
voured to  let  before  them  the  certain  detraction 
which  they  mult  expect,  if  they  again  violated  their 
oaths  of  fealty,  and  (hook  off  their  allegiance  to 
the  victorious  Edward  l.  Bruce,  already  apprifed  of 
Iiis  treachery,  and  forefeeing  the  certain  failure  of 
all  his  own  fchemes  of  ambition  and  glory  from  the 
oppofition  of  fo  potent  a  leader,  took  immediately 
his  refolution ;  and  moved  partly  by  refentment, 
partly  by  policy,  followed  Cummin  on  the  diffolu- 
tion  of  the  affembly,  attacked  him  in  the  cloyflers 
of  the  Grey  Friars,  through  which  he  paffed,  and 
running  him  through  the  body,  left  him  for  dead. 
Sir  Thomas  Kirkpatric,  one  of  Bruce's  friends, 
afking  him  foon  after  if  the  traitor  was  flain  ;  / 
believe  fo,  replied  Bruce.  And  is  that  a  matter^ 
cried  Kirkpatric,  to  be  left  to  corjeclure  ?  I  will  fe~ 
cure  him.  Upon  which  he  drew  his  dagger,  ran 
to  Cummin,  and  (tabbed  him  to  the  heart.  This 
deed  of  Bruce  and  his  affociates,  which  contains  cir-. 
cumftances  justly  condemned  by  our  prefent  man- 
ners, was  regarded  in  that  age  as  an  effort  of  manly 
vigour  and  jufl  policy.  Tjhe  family  of  Kirkpatric 
took  for  the  creft  of  their  arms,  which  they  ftiU 

i  M.  Weft.  p.  453, 
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wear,  a  hand  with  a  bloody  dagger  ,    and  chofe  for  C  HA  P. 
their  motto  thefe  words,  /  will  fecure  him  ;  the  ex-  x_s.     .  .f 
preffion  employed  by  their  ancedor  when  he  exe-      i3C6. 
cuted  that  violent  action. 

The  murder  of  Cummin  affixed  the  feal  to  the  Third  re- 
confpiracy  of  the  Scottifh  nobles  :  They  had  now  gcotlajkU 
no  refource  left  but  to  make  off  the  yoke  of  Eng- 
land, or  to  perilh  in  the  attempt  :  The  genius  of' 
the  nation  roufed  itfelf  from  its  prefent  dejection  : 
And  Bruce,  flying  to  different  quarters,  excited  his 
partifans  to  arms,  attacked  with  fuccefs  the  difperfed 
bodies  of  the  Englilh,  got  poffeffion  of  many  of  the 
caftles,  and  having  made  his  authority  be  acknow- 
ledged in  mod  parts  of  the  kingdom,  was  folemnly 
crowned  and  inaugurated  in  the  abbey  of  Scone  by 
the  bifliop  of  St.  Andrews,  who  had  zealoufly  em- 
braced his  caufe.  The  Englim  were  again  chafed 
out  of  the  kingdom,  except  fuch  as  took  fhelter  in 
the  fortrefTes  that  ftill  remained  in  their  hands ;  and 
Edward  found  that  the  Scots,  twice  conquered  in 
his  reign,  and  often  defeated,  mud  yet  be  anewfub- 
dued.  Not  difcouraged  with  thefe  unexpected  dif- 
ficulties, he  fent  Aymer  de  Valence  with  a  confi- 
derable  force  into  Scotland,  to  check  the  progrefs 
of  the  malcontents  ;  and  that  nobleman  falling  un- 
expectedly upon  Bruce  at  Methven  in  Perthfhire, 
threw  his  army  into  fuch  diforder  as  ended  in  a  to- 
tal defeat k.  Bruce  fought  with  the  mod  heroic 
courage,  was  thrice  difmounted  in  the  aefion,  and 
as  often  recovered  himfelr,  but  was  at  lad  obliged 
to  yield  to  fuperior  fortune,  and  take  fhelter,  with  a 
few  followers,  in  the  wedern  ifles.  The  earl  of 
Athole,  fir  Simon  Frafer,  and  fir  Chridopher  Seton, 
who  had  been  taken  prifoners,  were  ordered  by 
Edward  to  be  executed  as  rebels  and  traitors '. 
Many  other  a&s  of  rigour  were  exercifed  by  him  j      13c; 

k  Walfing.  p.  91.     Heming.  vol.  i.  p.  at«,  ssj.     Trivet,  p.  344. 
1  Heming   vo].  i.  p.  333.    JYI  Welt,  p.  4j6. 
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c  H  A  P.  and  that  prince,  vowing  revenge  againft  the  whole, 
aII>-       Scottiih  nation,  whom   he   deemed  incorrigible   hi 
13c7-      their  averfion  to  his  government    affembled  a  great 
army,  and  was  preparing  to  enter  the  frontiers,  fe- 
cure  of  fuccefs,  and  determined  to  make  the  defence- 
lefs  Scots  the  victims  of  his  feverity;   when  he  unex- 
?fh  JuTy,    pectedly  fickened  and  died  near  Cirlifle  ;  enjoining 
with  his  lall  breath  his  lbn  and  fucceffor  to  profecute 
the  enterprife,  and  never  to  defiff.  till  he  had  finally 
fubdued  the  kingdom  of  Scotland.     He  expired   in 
the  fixty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  and  the  thirty- fifth 
of  his  reign,  hated  by  his  neighbours,  but  extremely 
refpected  and  revered  by  his  own  fubjects. 
and  cha-  'J"he  enterprifes  finiihed   by  this  prince,  and  the 

projects 'which  he  formed,  and  brought  near  to  a, 
conclufion,  were  more  prudent,  more  regularly  con- 
ducted, and  more  advantageous  to  the  folid  in- 
terests of  his  kingdom,  than  thole  which  were  un- 
dertaken in  any  reign,  either  of  his  anceliors  or 
his  fucceffbrs.  He  reftored  auth  >rity  to  the  govern- 
ment, difordered  by  the  weaknefs  of  his  father ;  he 
maintained  the  laws  againft:  all  the  efforts  of  his 
turbulent  barons  ;  he  fully  annexed  to  his  crown 
the  principality  of  Wales  ;  he  took  many  wife  and 
vigorous  meafures  for  reducing  Scotland  to  a  like 
condition  ;  and  though  the  equity  of  this  latter  en- 
terprife may  reafonably  be  queftioned,  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  two  kingdoms  promifed  fuch  certain 
fuccefs,  and  the  advantage  was  fo  vifible  of  uniting 
the- whole  iiland  under  one  head,  that  thofe  who 
give  great  indulgence  to  reafons  of  fiate  in  the  mea- . 
lures  of  princes*  will  not  be  apt  to  regard,  this  part 
of  his  conduct  with  much  feverity.  But  Edward, 
however. exceptionable  his  character  may  appear  on 
the  head  of  juftice,  is  the  model  of  a  politic  and 
warlike  king:  He  pofTefFed  induftry,  penetration, 
courage,  vigilance,  and  enterprife  :  He  was  frugal 
in  all  his  expences  that  were  not  neceflary  ;  he  knew 
how  to  open  the  public  treafures  on  a  proper  occa- 
sion 5 
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lion  ;    he  punifhed  criminals  with  feverity  ;    he  was  c  H  A  ?. 
gracious  and  affable  to   his  fervants  and  courtiers  ;      XUI- 
and  being  of  a  majeftic  figure,  expert  in  all  military       ,,07i 
exercifes,  and  in  the  main  well-proportioned  in  his 
limbs,    notwithstanding  the    great   length  and  the 
fmallnefs  of  his   legs,  he  was   as  well  qualified  to 
captivate  the  popu'ace  by  his  exterior  appearance,  as 
to  gain  the  approbation  of  men  of  fenfe  by  his  more 
folid  virtues. 

But  the  chief  advantage  which  the  people  of  Mifcel- 
England  reaped,  and  ftill  continue  to  reap,  from  the  t™e,°11,8 
reign  of  this  great  prince,  was  the  correction,  ex-  tions  of 
tenfion,  amendment,  and  eitablifhment  of  the  laws,  thisrcign* 
which  Edward  maintained  in  great  vigour,  and  left 
much  improved  to  pofterity  :  For  the  acts  of  a 
wife  legislator  commonly  remain,  while  the  aquifi- 
tions  of  a  conqueror  often  perifh  with  him.  This 
merit  has  juftly  gained  to  Edward  the  appellation  of 
the  Englim  Juftinian.  Not  only  the  numerous  fta- 
tutes  paifed  in  his  reign  touch  the  chief  points 
of  jnrifprudence,  and,  according  to  fir  Edward 
Coke  in,  truly  deferve  the  name  of  eftablifhments, 
becaufe  they  were  more  conftant,  {landing,  and 
durable  laws  than  any  made  fince  ;  but  the  regular 
order  maintained  in  his  administration  gave  an  op- 
portunity to  the  common  law  to  refine  itfelf,  and 
brought  the  judges  to  a  certainty  in  their  determi- 
nations, and  the  lawyers  to  a  precifion  in  their  plead- 
ings. Sir  Matthew  Hale  has  remarked  the  hid- 
den improvement  of  English  law  during  this  reign  ; 
and  ventures  to  affert,  that  till  his  own  time  it 
had  never  received  any  considerable  increafe".  Ed- 
ward fettled  the  jurifdiclion  of  the  feveral  courts  ; 
firft  eftablifhed  the  office  of  juftice  of  peace  ;  ab- 
stained from  the  practice  too  common  before  him, 
of  interrupting  juftice  by  mandates  from  the  privy- 

"»  Inftitute,  p.  156. 

*  Hiftory  of  the  Englifh  Law,  p  158.  163. 
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CHAP,  council  ° ;  repreffed  robberies  and  diforders  p ;  fefi-s 
XIi.f*  .  couraged  trade,  by  giving  merchants  an  eafy  me- 
,307,  thod  of  recovering  their  debts  <J ;  and  in  mort,  in- 
troduced a  m-w  face  of  things  by  the  vigour  and 
wifdom  of  his  ?dminifl"ration.  As  law  began  now 
to  be  well  eftafliihed,  the  abufe  of  that  bleffing  be- 
gan alfo  to  be  remarked.  Inftead  of  their  former 
aifociations  for  robbery  and  violence,  men  entered 
into  formal  combinations  to  fupport  each  other  in 
law-fuits ;  and  it  was  found  requifite  to  check  this 
.    iniquity  by  act  of  parliament  r. 

There  happened  in  this  reign  a  con fider able  al- 
teration in  the  execution  of  the  laws :  The  kinjr  abo- 
limed  the  office  of  chief  judiciary,  which  he  thought 
pofTeiTed  too  much  power,  and  was  dangerous  to  the 
crown  s :  He  completed  the  divifion  of  the  court  of 
exchequer  into  four  difiincft  courts,  which  managed 
each  its  feveral  branch,  without  dependance  on  any 
one  magiflrate ;  and  as  the  lawyers  afterwards  in- 
vented a  method,  by  means  of  their  fictions,  of 
carrying  bufinefs  from  one  court  to  another,  the  fe- 
veral courts  became  rivals  and  checks  to  each  other  ; 
a  circumftance  which  tended  much  to  improve  the 
practice  of  the  law  in  England. 

But  though  Edward  appeared  thus,  through- 
out his  whole  reign,  a  friend  to  law  and  juftice, 
it  cannot  be  faid  that  he  was  an  enemy  to  arbi- 
trary power  ;  and  in  a  government  more  regular  and 

•  Articuli  fuper  Cart.  cap.  6.  Edward  enacted  a  law  to  this  pur- 
pofe;  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  he  ever  obferved  it  We  are  lure 
that  fcarcely  any  of  his  fticceflbrs  did.  The  multitude  of  thefe  let- 
ters of  protection  were  the  ground  of  a  complaint  hy  the  commons 
in  3  Edward  II.  See  Ryley,  p.  525.  This  practice  was  declared 
illegal  by  the  ftatute  of  Northampton,  paffed  in  the  fecond  of  Ed- 
ward III.  but  it  ftill  continued,  like  n:any  other  abufes.  There 
are  inftances  of  it  fo  late  as  the  re:gn  of  queen  Elizabeth. 

P  Statute  of  Winton.  4  Statute  of  Acton  Burnel. 

r  Statute  of  Confpirators.  s  Spelman  GloflT.  in  verbo  Jujiciarius* 
Gilbert's  Hift,  ot  the  Exchequer,  p.  8. 
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legal  than  was  that  of  England  in  his  age,  fuch  prac-  chap. 
tices  as  thole  which  may  be  remarked  in  his  admi-      XIIL 
hiftration,  would  have  given  fufficient  ground  of     ,j07. 
complaint,  and  fometimes  were,  even  in  his  age, 
the   object    of   general   difpleafure.      The   violent 
plunder  and  banifhment  of  the  Jews  ;*  the  putting  of 
the  whole  clergy  at  once,  and  by  an  arbitrary  edict, 
out  of  the  protection  of  the  law  ;  the  feizinp-   of  all 
(he  wool  and  leather  of  the  kingdom  ;   the  heighten- 
ing of  the  impofitions  on   the  former  valuable  com- 
modity ;    the  new  and  illegal  commiflion  of  Trail- 
bafton  ;   the  taking  of  all  the  money  and  plate  of  mo* 
naileries  and  churches,  even  before  he  had  any  quar- 
rel  with  the  clergy  ;    the  fubjecting   of  every  man 
pofTeffed   of  twenty  pounds  a  year  to  military  fer* 
vice,  though  not  bound  to  it  by  his  tenure ;   his  vi* 
iible  reluctance  to  confirm  the  Great  Charter,  as  if1 
that  conceffion  had  no  validity  from  the  deeds  of 
his  predeceffors  ;  the  captious  claufe  which  he  at  laffc 
annexed  to  his  confirmation ;    his  procuring  of  the 
pope's  difpenfatioii  from  the  oaths  which   he  had 
taken  to  obferve  the  charter  ;    and  his  levying  of 
talliages  at  difcretion  even  after  the  ftatute,  or  ra- 
ther charter  by  which  he  had  renounced  that  pre- 
rogative ;  thefe  are  fo  many  demonstrations  of  his 
arbitrary  difpofition,  and  prove  with  what  exception 
and  referve  we  ought  to  celebrate  his  love  of  juftice. 
He  took  care   that  his  fubjects  mould   do  juftice 
to  each  other ;    but  he  defired  always   to  have  his         ^4 
own  hands   free  in  all  his  tranfactions,    both  with 
them  and  with  his  neighbours. 

o 

The  chief  obilacle  to  the  execution  of  juftice  in 
thofe  times  was  the  power  of  the  great  barons  j  and 
,Edward  was  perfectly  qualified,  by  his  character 
and  abilities,  for  keeping  thefe  tyrants  in  awe,  and 
reilraining  their  illegal  practices.  This  falutary 
purpofe  was  accordingly  the  great  object  of  his  at- 
tention ;  yet  was  he  imprudently  led  into  a  meafure 
which  tended  to  increafe  and  confirm   their  danger* 

Vol.  II,  Y  oug 


322  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

c  HAP.  ous  authority.     He  palled  a  Statute  which,  by  al~ 

\i^~^J  lowing  them  to  entail  their  eStates,  made  it  imprac-" 

13C7.      ticable  to  diminifh  the  property  of  the  great  fa^ 

milies,  and  left  them  every  means  of  increafe  and 

acquisition  \ 

Edward  obferved  a  contrary  policy  with  regard 
to   the   church  :    He   feems  to  have  been   the   firft 
Christian  prince  that  parTed  a  Statute  of  mortmain  ; 
and  prevented  by  law  the  clergy  from   making  new 
acquisitions   of  lands,    which  by   the    eccleSiaStical 
canons  they  were  for  ever  prohibited  from  alienat- 
frig.     The   opposition  between  his  maxims  with  re- 
gard to  the  nobility  and  to  the  ecclefiaftics,  leads  us 
to   conjecture  that  it  was  only  by  chance  he  palled 
the  beneficial  ftatute  of  mortmain,  and  that  his  fole 
object  was  to  maintain  the  number  of  knight's  fees, 
and  to  prevent  the  Superiors  from  being  defrauded 
of  the  profits  of  wardship,    marriage,  livery,  and 
other  emoluments   arifmg  from  the  feudal  tenures* 
This  is  indeed  the  reafon  affigned  in  the  Statute  it- 
felf,    and  appears  to  have  been  his   real  object  in 
enacting  it.     The  author  of  the  Annals  of  Waverly 
afcribes  this  act  chiefly  to  the  king's  anxiety  for 
maintaining  the  military  force  of  *-he  kingdom  ;  but 
adds,  that  he  was  mistaken  in  his  pnrpofe ;  for  that 
the  Amalekites  were  overcome  more  by  the  prayers 
of  Mofes  than  by  the  Sword  of  the  Israelites  u.     The 
ftatute  of  mortmain  was  often  evaded  afterwards  by 
A  *  the  invention  of  ufes. 

Edward  was  active  in  restraining  the  uSurpations 
of  the  church ;  and,  .excepting  his  ardour  for  cru- 
fades,  which  adhered  to  him  during  his  whole  life, 
feems  in  other  refpects  to  have  been  ljttle  infected 
with  fuperflition,  the  vice  chiefly  of  weak  minds. 
But  the  paffion  for  cruSades  was  really  in  that  age 
the  paffion  for  glory.     As  the  pope  now  felt  him- 

1  Brady  of  Boroughs,  p   25.  from  the  Records.. 

*  P  234.    See  alio  M,  Weft.  p.  400. 
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felf  fomewhat  more  reftrained  in  his  former  pra&ice  c  HTI^P' 
of  pillaging  the   feveral    churches   in  Europe,    by  K^^r^j 
laying   impofitions    upon  them,    he  permitted  the      1307. 
generals  of  particular  orders,  who  refided  at  Rome, 
to   levy  taxes   on  the   convents   fubjected  to    their 
jurifdiclion ;     and  Edward  was  obliged  to  enact   a 
law  againft  this  new  abufe.     It  was  alfo  become  a 
practice  of  the  court  of  Rome  to  provide  fucceffors 
to  benefices  before  they  became  vacant :   Edward 
found  it   likewife  necefiary  to  prevent  by  law  this 
fpecies  of  injufrice. 

The  tribute  of  1000  marks   a  year,    to  which 
king  John,  in  doing  homage  to  the  pope,  had  fub- 
jected the  kingdom,  had  been   pretty  regularly  paid 
fince  his  time,  though  the  vafTalage  was  conltantly 
denied,  and,  indeed,  for  fear  of  giving  offence,  had 
been  but  little  infilled  on.     The  payment  was  called 
by  a  new  name  of  cenfas,  not  by  that  of  tribute. 
King  Edward  feems  to  have  always  paid  this  money 
with  great  reluctance,  and  he  fuffered  the  arrears  at 
onetime  to  run  on  for  fix  years. w,  at  another  for 
eleven x:    But  as  princes  in  that  age  flood  conti- 
nually in  need  of  the  pope's  good  offices,  for  difpen- 
fations  of  marriage  and  for  other  conceffions,  the 
court  of  Rome  always  found  means,  fooner  or  later, 
to  catch  the  money.     The  levying  of  firfr.  fruits  was 
alfo  a  new  device  begun  in  this  reign,  by  which  his 
holinefs  thrufl  his  ringers   very  frequently  into  the 
purfes  of  the  faithful ;    and  the  king  feems  to  have 
unwarily  given  way  to  it. 

In  the  former  reign  the  taxes  had  been  partly 
fcutages,  partly  fuch  a  proportional  part  of  the 
moveables  tis  was  granted  by  parliament :  In  this 
fcutages  were  entirely  dropped  ;  and  the  afleffment 
on  moveables  was  the  chief  method  of  taxation. 
Edward  in  his  fourth  year  had  a  fifteenth  granted 
him  -f    in  his  fifth  year  a  twelfth ;  in  his  eleventh 

w  Rymer,  vol,  ii.  p.  7%.  107.  »  Id.  p.  862. 
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c  hap.  year  a  thirtieth  from  the  laity,  a  twentieth  from  the 

"VTTT 

^*  ^j  clergy  ;  in  his  eighteenth  year  a  fifteenth  j  in  his 
j 307.  twenty-fecond  year  a  tenth  from  the  laity,  a  fixth 
from  London  and  other  corporate  towns,  half  of 
their  benefices  from  the  clergy  ;  in  his  twenty-third 
year  an  eleventh  from  the  barons  and  others,  a  tenth 
from  the  clergy,  a  feventh  from  the  burgefies ;  in 
his  twenty-fourth  year  a  twelfth  from  the  barons  and 
others,  an  eighth  from  the  burgefles,  from  the 
clergy  nothing,  becaufe  of  the  pope's  inhibition  ;  in 
his  twenty-fifth  year  an  eighth  from  the  laity,  a  tenth 
from  the  clergy  of  Canterbury,  a  fifth  from  thofe  of 
York  ;  in  his  twenty-ninth  year  a  fifteenth  from  the 
laity,  on  account  of  his  confirming  the  perambu- 
lations of  the  forefts ;  the  clergy  granted  nothing  ; 
in  his  thirty-third  year,  firft  a  thirtieth  from  the  ba- 
rons and  others,  and  a  twentieth  from  the  burgefles, 
then  a  fifteenth  from  ail  his  fubjects  ;  in  his  thirty- 
fourth  year  a  thirtieth  from  all  his  fubjects  for  knight- 
ing his  eldeil  ion. 

These  taxes  were  moderate ;  but  the  king  had  alfo 
duties  upon  exportation  and  importation  granted  him 
from  time  to  time  :  The  heavieft  were  commonly 
upon  wool.  Poundage,  or  a  milling  a  pound  was 
not  regularly  granted  the  kings  for  life  till  the  reign 
of  Henry  V. 

In  1296  the  famous  mercantile  fociety,  called  the 
Merchant  Adventurers,  had  its  firft  origin  :  It  was 
inftituted  for  the  improvement  of  the  woollen  manu- 
facture, and  the  vending  of  the  cloth  abroad,  parti- 
cularly at  Antwerp  *.-.  For  the  Englifh  at  this  time 
fcarcely  thought  of  any  more  diftant  commerce. 

This  king  granted  a  charter  or  declaration  of 
protection  and  privileges  to  foreign  merchants,  and 
alfo  afcertained  the  cuftoms  or  duties  which  thofe 
merchants  were  in  return  to  pay  on  merchandife 
imported  and  exported.     He  promifed  them  fecu- 

V  Andtrfon's  Hiftory  of  Cuir.merce,  vol.  i.  p.  137. 
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rity ;  allowed  them  a  jury  on  trials,  confifting  half 
of  natives,  half  of  foreigners ;  and  appointed  them 
a  judiciary  in  London  for  their  protection.  But 
notwithstanding  this  feeming  attention  to  foreign 
merchants,  Edward  did  not  frez  them  from  the 
cruel  hardfhip  of  making  one  anfwerable  for  the 
debts,  and  even  for  the  crimes,  of  another  that 
came  from  the  fame  country  z.  We  read  of  fuch 
practices  among  the  prefent  barbarous  nations.  The 
king  alio  impofed  on  them  a  duty  of  two  millings  on 
each  tun  of  wine  imported,  over  and  above  the  old 
duty  ;  and  forty  pence  on  each  fack  of  wool  ex- 
ported, befides  half  a  mark  the  former  duty a. 

In  the  year  1303  the  Exchequer  was  robbed, 
and  of  no  lefs  a  fum  than  100,030  pounds,  as  is 
pretended1'.  The  abbot  and  monks  of  Weftcninfter 
were  indicted  for  this  robbery,  but  acquitted.  It 
does  not  appear  that  the  king  ever  difcovered  the 
criminals  with  certainty  ;  though  his  indignation  fell 
on  the  fociety  of  Lombard  merchants,  particularly 
the  Frefcobaldi,  very  opulent  Florentines. 

The  pope  having  in  1307  collected  much  mo- 
ney in  England,  the  king  enjoined  the  nuncio  not 
to  export  it  in  fpecie,  but  in  bills  of  exchange  c.  A 
proof  that  commerce  was  but  ill  underitood  at  that 
time. 

Edward  had  by  his  firft  wife,  Eleanor  ofCaftile, 
four  fons  ;  but  Edward,  his  heir  and  fucceflbr,  was 
the  only  one  that  furvived  him.  She  alfo  bore  him 
eleven  daughters,  moll  of  whom  died  in  their  in- 
fancy :  Of  the  furviving,  Joan  was  married  firft  to  the 
earl  of  Glocefter,  and  after  his  death  to  Ralph  de 
Monthermer :  Margaret  efpoufed  John  duke  of 
Brabant :  Elizabeth  efpoufed  firft  John  earl  of  Hol- 
land, and   afterwards  the  earl  of  Hereford :  Mary 

z  Anderfon's  Hift.  of  Commerce,  vol.  i.  p.  146.  a  Rymer, 

vo1\  iv.  p.  361.  It  is  the  charter  of  Edw.  I.  which  is  there  confirmed 
t>y  Edw.  Ill,  b  Rymer,  vol.  ii.  p.  930.  *  Ibid.  p.  1092. 
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CHAP,  was  a  nun  at  Amhrefbury.     He  had  by  his  fecond 

JI^.  wife  Margaret  of  France,  two  fons  and  a  daughter  ; 

J307#      Thomas  created  earl  of  Norfolk,  and  Marefchal  of 

England ;  and  Edinond,    who  was  created  earl   of 

Kent  by  his  brother  when  king,     The  princefs  died 

in  her  infancy. 
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CHAP.      XIV. 


EDWARD      II. 

Weaknefs   of  the  king His  pajfion  for  favourites 

Piers  .  Gavnjhn D'if content  of  the  barons 

— — Murder  of  Gavajion War  with  Scotland 

• Battle  of  Bannockburn Hugh  le  Defpenfer 

Civil    commotions Execution    of  the   earl 


of  Lew  after Conf piracy  againft  the  king- 

lnfurreclion The  king  dethroned Murdered 

His   characler Mifcellaneous    iranfaclions 

in  this  rehn. 

o 

TH  E    prepoffeffions  entertained  in  favour   of  c  H  A  P. 
young  Edward  kept   the   Englifh  from  being 
fully  fenfible    of  the    extreme  lofs  which  they  had  v-^ 
fuftained  by  the  death  of  the  great  monarch  who 
filled  the  throne  ;  and  all  men  haflened  with  alacrity 
to  take  the   oath  of  allegiance  to  his  fon  and  fuc- 
ceflbr.     This  prince  was  in   the  Twenty- third  year 
of  his  age,  was  of  an  agreeable  figure,  of  a   mild 
and  gentle  difpofition,  and  having  never  difcovered 
a  propenfity   to  any  dangerous  vice,    it  was  natural 
to  prognoflicate  tranquillity  and  happinefs  from  his 
government.    But  the  firfL  act   of  his  reign  blade  I  Weaknefs 
all  thefe  hopes,  and   ihewed   him  to  be  totally  un-      lacking. 
qualified  for  that  perilous  fituation,  in  which  every 
Englifh  monarch,  during  thofe  ages,  had,  from  the 
unliable  form  of  the  conft itution,  and  the  turbulent 
difpofitions  of  the  people  derived  from  it,  the  mif- 
fortune  to  be    placed.     The  indefatigable    Robert 
Bruce,  though   his  army    had  been  difperfed.  and 
he  himfeif  had  been  obliged  to   take  melter  in  the 
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CHAP,  weflern  ifles,  remained  not  long  inactive  ;  but,  be- 
^J^l^j  fore  the  death  of  the  late  king,  had  fallied  from  his 
J307.  retreat,  had  again  collected  his  followers,  had  ap- 
peared in  the  field,  and  had  obtained  by  furprife  an 
important  advantage  over  Ayrner  de  Valence,  who 
commanded  the  Englifli  forces  d.  He  was  now  be- 
come fo  considerable  as  to  have  afforded  the  king  of 
England  fufHcient  glory  in  fubduing  him,  without 
incurring  any  danger  of  feeing  all  thofe  mighty  pre- 
parations made  by  his  father  fail  in  the  eriterprife. 
But  Edward,  mflead  of  purfuing  his  advantages, 
marched  but  a  little  way  into  Scotland  ;  and  having 
an  utter  incapacity  and  equal  averfion  for  all  appli- 
cation or  ferious  bufmefs,  he  immediately  returned 
upon  his  footfleps  and  difbanded  his  army.  His 
grandees  perceived,  from  this  conduct,  that  the  au- 
thority of  the  crown,  fallen  into  fuch  feeble  hands, 
was  no  longer  to  be  dreaded,  and  that  every  info- 
lence  might  be  praetifed  by  them  with  impunity. 
Hispaffion  The  next  meafure  taken  by  Edward  gave  them 
for  favour-  an  inclination  to  attack  thofe  prerogatives  which  no 
Piers  Ga-  longer  kept  them  in  awe.  There  was  one  Piers 
vaiton.  Gavalcon,  fon  of  a  Gafcon  knight  of  fome  diftinc- 
tion,  who  had  honourably  ferved  the  late  king,  and 
who,  in  reward  of  his  merits,  had  obtained  an 
eflablimment  for  his  fon  in  the  family  of  the  prince 
of  Wales.  This  young  man  foon  infinuated  himfelf 
into  the  affections  of  his  mailer,  by  his  agreeable 
behaviour,  and  by  fupplying  him  with  all  thofe 
innocent  though  frivolous  amufements  which  fuited 
his  capacity  and  his  inclinations.  lie  was  endowed 
with  the  utmoil  elegance  of  fhape  and  perfon,  was 
noted  for  a  fine  mien  and  eafy  carriage,  diitinguifhed 
himfelf  in  all  warlike  and  genteel  exercifes,  and  was 
celebrated  for  thofe  quick  fairies  of  wit  in  which  his 
countrymen  ufually  excel.  By  all  thefe  accompli fh- 
jnents  he  gained  fo  entire  an  afcendant  over  young 

d  Trivet,  p.  346. 
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Edward,  whofe  heart  was  ftrongly  difpofed  to  friend-  CHAP, 
ihip  and  confidence,  that  the  late  king,  apprehen-  ^  '  a 
five  of  the  confequences,  had  banifhed  him  the  king-  1307. 
dom,  and  had,  before  he  died,  made  his  fon  promife 
never  to  recal  him.  But  no  fooner  did  he  find  him- 
felf  matter,  as  he  vainly  imagined,  than  he  fent  for 
Gavafton  ;  and  even,  before  his  arrival  at  court,  en- 
dowed him  with  the  whole  earldom  of  Cornwal, 
which  had  efcheated  to  the  crown  by  the  death  of 
Edmond,  fon  of  Richard  king  of  the  Romans'. 
Not  content  with  conferring  on  him  thofe  poffeffions, 
which  had  fufficed  as  an  appanage  for  a  prince  of 
the  blood,  he  daily  loaded  him  with  new  honours 
and  riches  ;  married  him  to  his  own  niece,  fifter 
of  the  earl  of  Glocefter;  and  feemed  to  enjoy  no 
pleaiure  in  his  royal  dignity,  but  as  it  enabled  him 
to  exalt  to  the  higheft  fplendour  this  object  of  his 
fond  affections. 

The  haughty  barons,  offended  at  the  fuperiority  Difcor- 
of  a  minion,  whofe  birth,  though  reputable,  they  tent  of  the 
defpifed  as  much  inferior  to  ffieir  own,  concealed  ai0HS" 
not  their  difcontent  ;  and  foon  found  reafons  to  juf- 
tify  their  animofity  in  the  character  and  conduct  of 
the  man  they  hated.  Inftead  of  difarming  envy  by 
the  moderation  and  modefty  of  his  behaviour,  Ga- 
vafton difplayed  his  power  and  influence  with  the 
utmoft  oltentation ;  and  deemed  no  circumftance  of 
his  good  fortune  fo  agreeable  as  its  enabling  him  to 
eciipfe  and  mortify  all  his  rivals.  He  was  vain- 
glorious, profufe,  rapacious ;  fond  of  exterior  pomp 
and  appearance,  giddy  with  profperity ;  and  as  he 
imagined  that  his  fortune  was  now  as  ftrongly  rooted 
in  the  kingdom,  as  his  afcendant  was  uncontrolled 
over  the  weak  monarch,  he  was  negligent  in  en- 
gaging parti-fans,  who  might  fupport  his  fudden  and 
ill-eftablifhed  grandeur.  At  all  tournaments  he  took 
delight  in  foiling  the  Englilh  nobility  by  his  fuperior 

c  Rymer,  vol.  ii.  p.  1.    Heming.  vol.  i.  p.  243.    Walling. p.  96. 
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chap,  addrefs  :  In  every  eonverfation  he  made  them  the 
object  of  his  wit  and  raillery  :  Every  day  his  ene- 
mies multiplied  upon  him  ;  and  nought  was  wanting 
but  a  little  time  to  cement  their  union,  and  render 
it  fatal  both  to  him  and  to  his  mailer  f. 

It  behoved  the  king  to  take  a  journey  to  France, 
both  in  order  to  do  homage  for  the  dutchy  of 
Guienne,  and  to  efpoufe  the  princefs  Ifabella,  to 
whom  he  had  long  been  affianced,  though  unex- 
pected  accidents  had  hitherto  retarded  the  comple- 
tion of  the  marriage5.  Edward  left  Gavafton  guar- 
dian of  the  realm  h,  with  more  ample  powers  than 
had  ufually  been  conferred  ' ;  and,  on  his  return  with 
his  young  queen,  renewed  all  the  proofs  of  that  fond 
attachment  to  the  favourite,  of  which  every  one  fo 
loudly  complained.  This  princefs  was  of  an  impe- 
rious and  intriguing  fpirit ;  and  finding  that  her 
hufband's  capacity  required,  as  his  temper  inclined, 
him  to  be  governed,  me  thought  herfelf  bed  in- 
titled,  on  every  account,  to  perform  the  office  ;  and 
flie  contracted  a  mortal  hatred  againft  the  perfon  who 
had  difappointed  her  in  thefe  expectations.  She 
was  well  pleafed,  therefore,  to  fee  a  combination  of 
the  nobility  forming  againil  Gavafton,  who,  fenfible 
of  her  hatred,  had  wantonly  provoked  her  by  new 
infults  and  injuries. 
>3cS.  Thomas  earl  of  Lancafter,  coufin-german  to  the 

king,  and  firft  prince  of  the  blood,  was  by  far  the 
moft  opulent  and  powerful  fubje£t  in  England,  and 
poffeffed  in  his  own  right,  and  foon  after  in  that  of 
his  wife,  heirefs  of  the  family  of  Lincoln,  no  lefs 
than  fix  earldoms,  with  a  proportionable  eftate  in 
land,  attended  with  all  the  jurifdictions  and  power 
which  commonly  in  that  age  were  annexed  to  landed 
property.  He  was  turbulent  and  factious  in  his  dif- 
pofitipn  ;  mortally  hated  the  favourite,  whofe  influ- 

f  T.  d:  la  More,  p.  593.     Walfing.  p.  97.  6  T.  dclaMore, 

p.  593.    Trivet,  cont.  p.  3.  h  Rymer,  vol.  Hi.  p.  47.    Ypod. 
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cnce  over  the  king  exceeded  his  own;  and  he  foon  c  S,yP" 
became  the  head  of  that  parly  among  the  barons 
who  defired  the  depreilion  of  this  infolent  itranger. 
The  confederated  nobles  bound  themfelves  by  oath 
to  expel  Gavafton  :  Both  fides  began  already  to  put 
themfelves  in  a  warlike  pofture  :  The  licentioufnefs 
of  the  age  broke  out  in  robberies  and  other  tiifor- 
ders,  the  ufual  prelude  of  civil  war  :  And  the  royal 
authority,  defpifed  in  the  king's  own  hands,  and 
hated  in  thofe  of  Gavafton,  became  infufficient  for 
the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  the  maintenance  of 
peace  in  the  kingdom.  A  parliament  being  fum- 
moned  at  Weftminfter,  Lancafter  and  his  party 
came  thither  with  an  armed  retinue  ;  and  were  there 
enabled  to  impofe  their  own  terms  on  the  fovereign. 
They  required  the  banifhment  of  Gavafton,  im- 
pofed  an  oath  on  him  never  to  return,  and  engaged 
the  bifnops,  who  never  failed  to  interpofe  in  all 
civil  concerns,  to  pronounce  him  excommunicated 
if  he  remained  any  longer  in  the  kingdom  '.  Ed- 
ward was  obliged  to  fubmit k  ;  but  even  in  his  com- 
pliance gave  proofs  of  his  fond  attachment  to  his 
favourite.  Inftead  of  removing  all  umbrage  by  fend- 
ing him  to  his  own  country,  as  was  expected,  he  ap- 
pointed him  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland ',  attended 
him  to  Briftol  on  his  journey  thither,  and  before  his 
departure  conferred  on  him  new  lands  and  riches  both 
in  Gafcony  and  England  m.  Gavafton,  who  did  not 
want  bravery,  and  porTeffed  talents  for  war ",  acted 
during  his  government  with  vigour  againft  fome 
Iriih  rebels,  whom  he  fubdued. 

Meanwhile  the  king,  lefs  mocked  with  the  ille- 
gal violence  which  had  beenimpofed  upon  him,  than 
unhappy  in  the  abfence  of  his  minion,  employed 
every  expedient  to  foften  the  oppofnion  of  the  ba- 
rons to  his  return ;  as  if  fuccefs  in  that   point  were 

i  Trivet,  cent.  p.  5.  k  Rymer,  vol.  iii.  p.  2o.  '  Ibid, 

p.  92.     Murimuth,  p.  39  ">  Rymer,  vol.  iii.  p.  87. 
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G  H  A  P.  the  chief  object  of  his  government.  The  high 
office  of  hereditary  fteward  was  conferred  on  Lan- 
cafter :  His  father-in-law,  the  earl  of  Lincoln,  was 
bought  off  by  ether  conceilions :  Earl  Warrenne  was 
alfo  mollified  by  civilities,  grants,  or  promifes : 
The  infolence  of  Gavafton  being  no  longer  before 
men's  eves,  was  left  the  object  of  general  indigna- 
tion ;  And  Edward,  deeming  matters  fufficiently 
prepared  for  his  purpofe,  applied  to  the  court  of 
Rome,  and  obtained  for  Gavafton  a  difpenfation 
from  that  oath  which  the  barons  had  compelled  him 
to  take,  that  he  would  for  ever  abjure  the  realm  °. 
He  went  down  to  Chefter  to  receive  him  on  his 
firft  landing  from  Ireland  ;  flew  into  his  arms  with 
tranfports  of  joy;  and  having  obtained  the  formal* 
confent  of  the  barons  in  parliament  to  his  re-eftab- 
lilhment,  fet  no  longer  any  bounds  to  his  extra- 
vagant fondnefs  and  affection.  Gavafton  himfelf, 
forgetting  his  pad  misfortunes,  and  blind  to  their 
cauies,  refumed  the  fame  oftentation  and  infolence  ; 
and  became  more  than  ever  the  object  of  general 
deteftation  among  the  nobility. 

The  barons  firft  difcovered  their  anirnofity  by  ab- 
fenting  themfelves  from  parliament ;  and  finding 
that  this  expedient  had  not  been  fuccefsful,  they 
began  to  think  of  employing  fharper  and  more  ef- 
fectual remedies.  Though  there  had  fcarcely  been 
any  national  ground  of  complaint,  except  fome  diffi- 
pation  of  the  public  treafure  :  Though  all  the  acts 
of  mal-adminiftration,  objected  to  the  king  and  his 
favourite,  feemed  of  a  nature  more  proper  to  ex- 
cite heart-burnings  in  a  ball  or  affembly,  than  com- 
motions in  a  great  kingdom  :  Yet  fuch  was  the  fitu- 
ation  of  the  times,  that  the  barons  were  determined, 
and  were  able,  to  make  them  the  reafons  of  a  total 
alteration  in  the  conftitution  and  civil   government. 

fth  Feb.     Having  come  to  parliament,  in  defiance  of  the  laws 
and  the  king's  prohibition,  with  a  numerous  retinue 

0  Rymer,  vol.  iii.  p.  167. 
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of  armed  followers,  they  found  themfelves  entirely  chap. 
matters ;  and  they  prefented  a  petition,  which  was  \^J^Z^j 
equivalent  to  a  command,  requiring  Edward  to  de-      I30g, 
volve  on  a  chofen  junto  the  whole  authority,   both 
of  the  crown  and  of  the  parliament.     The  king  was 
obliged  to  fign  a  commiffion,  empowering   the   pre-  March  re- 
lates and  barons  to  elect  twelve  perfons  who  fhould, 
till  the  term  of  Michaelmas  in  the  year  following, 
have  authority  to  ena£t  ordinances  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  kingdom,  and  regulation  of  the  king's 
houfehold  ;  confenting  that  thefe  ordinances  fhould 
thenceforth  and  for  ever  have  the  force  of  laws  ;  al- 
lowing  the  ordainers  to   form  auociations  among 
themfelves  and  their  friends,  for  their  ftricl:  and  re- 
gular obfervance  ;  and  all  this  for  the  greater  glory 
of  God,   the  fecurity  of  the  church,  and  the  honour 
and  advantage  of  the  king  and   kingdom  ■.     The 
barons  in  return  figned  a  declaration  ;  in  which  they 
acknowledged    that     they    owed   thefe    concelhons 
merely  to  the  king's  free  grace  j  promifed  that  this 
commiffion  ihould  never  be  drawn  into   precedent  ; 
and  engaged  that  the  power  of  the  ordainer  ihould 
expire  at  the  time  appointed  9. 

The  chofen  junto  accordingly  framed  their  ordi-  IT:,. 
nances,  and  prefented  them  to  the  king  and  parlia- 
ment for  their  confirmation  in  the  enfuing  vear. 
Some  of  thefe  ordinances  were  laudable,  and  tended 
to  the  regular  execution  of  juilice :  Such  as  thofe, 
requiring  fheriffs  to  be  men  of  property,  aboliihing 
the  practice  of  iffuing  privy  feals  for  the  fufpenfion 
of  juftice,  retraining  the  practice  of  purveyance, 
prohibiting  the  adulteration  and  alteration  of  the 
coin,  excluding  foreigners  from  the  farms  of  the 
revenue,  ordering  all  payments  to  be  regularly  made 
into  the  exchequer,  revoking  all  late  grants  of  the 
crown,  and  giving  the  parties  damages  in  the  cafe 
of  vexatious  profecutions.     But  what  chiefly  grieved 
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c  hap.  the  king;,  was  the  ordinance  for  the  removal  of  evil 
^^^^j  counfellors,  by  which  a  great  number  of  perfons 
J3  3L  were  by  name  excluded  from  every  office  of  power 
and  profit ;  and  Piers  Gavafton  himfelf  was  for  ever 
banifned  the  king's  dominions,  under  the  penalty, 
in  cafe  of  difobedience,  of  being  declared  a  public 
enemy.  Other  perfons,  more  agreeable  to  the  ba  • 
rons,  were  fubftituted  in  all  the  offices.  And  it  was 
ordained,  that  for  the  future  all  the  confiderable 
dignities  in  the  houfehold,  as  well  as  in  the  law,  reve- 
nue, and  military  governments,  mould  be  appointed 
by  the  baronage  in  parliament ;  and  the  power  of 
making  war,  or  afTembling  his  military  tenants, 
ihould  no  longer  be  invefted  folely  in  the  king,  nor^ 
be  exercifed  without  the  confent  of  the  nobility. 

Edward,  from  the  fame  weaknefs  both  in  his 
temper  and  fituation,  which  had  engaged  him  to 
grant  this  unlimited  commiflion  to  the  barons,  was 
led  to  give  a  parliamentary  fan&ion  to  their  or- 
dinances :  But  as  a  confequence  of  the  fame  character, 
hefecretiy  made  a  proteft  againfl  them,  and  de- 
clared that  fince  the  commiffion  was  granted  only 
for  the  making  of  ordinances  to  the  advantage  of 
king  and  kingdom,  fuch  articles  as  fnould  be  found 
prejudicial  to  both,  were  to  be  held  as  not  ratified 
and  confirmed  r.  It  is  no  wonder,  indeed,  that  he  re- 
tained a  firm  purpofe  to  revoke  ordinances  which 
had  been  impofed  on  him  by  violence,  which  entirely 
annihilated  the  royal  authority,  and  above. all,  which 
deprived  him  of  the  company  and  fociety  of  a  perfon 
whom,  by  an  unufual  infatuation,  he  valued  above 
all  the  world,  and  above  every  confideration  of  in- 
tereft  or  tranquillity. 

As  foon,  therefore,  as  Edward,  removing  to 
York,  had  freed  himfelf  from  the  immediate  terror 
of  the  barons'  power,  he  invited  back  Gavafton  from 
Flanders,  which  that  favourite  had  made  the  place 
of  his  retreat  j   and   declaring  his  banifhmeiit  to  be 
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illegal,  and  contrary  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the    cha  p. 

O  J  _  _ ,  "V"  i  \r 

kingdom s,  openly  re-inflated  him  in  his  former  credit 
and  authority.    The  barons,  highly  provoked  at  this 
difappointment,  and  apprehenfive  of  danger  to  them- 
felves,  from  the  declared  animofity  of  fo  powerful  a 
minion,  faw  that  either  his  or  their  ruin  was  now 
inevitable  ;  and  they  renewed,  with  redoubled  zeal, 
their  former  confederacy  again  ft  him.     The  earl  of 
Lancafter  was    a  dangerous  head  of  this   alliance : 
Guy  earl  of  Warwic  entered  into  it  with  a  furious 
and  precipitate  paflion  :    Humphry  Bohun  earl  of 
Hereford,  the  conftable,  and  Aymer  de  Valence  earl 
of  Pembroke,    brought  to   it   a  great  acceffion  of 
power  and  intereft :    Even  earl  Warrenne  deferted 
the  royal  cau'fe,    which  he  had  hitherto  fupported, 
and   was  reduced  to  embrace  the  fide  of  the  con- 
federates \     And  as  Robert  de  Winchelfey,    arch- 
biiliop  of  Canterbury,  profeffed  himfelf  of  the  fame 
party,  he  determined  the  body  of  the  clergy,    and 
consequently  the  people,  to  declare  againft  the  king 
and  his  minion.     So  predominant  at  that  time  was 
the  power  of  the  great  nobility,  that  the  combination 
of  a  few  of  them  was  always  able  to  (hake  the  throne  ; 
and  fuch  an  univerfal  concurrence  became  irrefiftible. 
The  earl  of  Lancafter  fuddenly  raifed  an  army,  and 
marched  to  York,  where  he  found  the  king  already 
removed  to  Newcaftle  u.     He  fled  thither  in  purfuit 
of  him  ;  and  Edward  had  juft  time  to  efcape  to  Tin- 
mouth,   where  he  embarked,    and  failed  with  Ga- 
vafton  to  Scarborough.      He  left   his  favourite   in 
that  fortrefs,  which,  had  it  been  properly  fupplied 
with  provifions,   was  deemed  impregnable  :    and  he 
marched  forward  to  York,    in  hopes  of  railing  an 
army,    which  might  be  able  to  fupport  him  againft 
his  enemies.     Pembroke  was  fent  by  the  confede- 
rates to  befiege  the  cattle  of  Scarborough  ;  and  Ga- 
vafton,  fenhble  of  the  bad  condition  of  his  garrifon, 
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chat,  was  obliged  to  capitulate,  and  to  furrender  himfelf 
fa  _' [      '    prifoner w.     He    ftipulated  that  he   fhould   remain 
1312.      in  Pembroke's  hands  for  two  months;    that  endea* 
19th  May.  yours  mould,  during  that  time,  be  mutually  ufed  for 
a  general  accommodation  ;  chat  if  the  terms  propofed 
by  the  barons  were  not  accepted,    the  cattle  mould 
be  rettored  to  him  in  the  fame  condition  as  when  he 
furrendered  it ;    and  that  the  earl  of  Pembroke  and 
Henry  Piercy  mould,  by  contract,  pledge  all  their 
lands  for  the  fulfilling  of  thefe  conditions  \     Pem- 
broke, now  matter  of  the  perfon  of  this  public  enemy, 
conducted  him  to  the  cattle  of  Dedington,  near  Ban- 
bury ;  where,  on  pretence  of  other  bufmefs,   he  left 
him  protected  by  a  feeble  guard  Y.     Warwic,  pro- 
bably in  concert  with  Pembroke,  attacked  the  cattle  : 
The  garrifon  refufed  to  make  any  refiftance :   Ga- 
vafton  was  yielded  up  to  him,    and  conducted   to 
Warwic  cattle  :    The  earls  of  Lancafter,   Hereford, 
Murder  of  and  Arundel,    immediately  repaired  thither2:  And 
Gavafton.   without  any  regard  either  to  the  laws  or  the  military 
11 ;'      capitulation,  they  ordered  the  head  of  the  obnoxious 
favourite  to  be  ftruck  off  by  the  hands  of  the  exe- 
cutioner \ 

The  king  had  retired  northward  to  Berwic  when 
he  heard  of  Gavafton's  murder  ;  and  his  refentmend 
was  proportioned  to  the  affection  which  he  had  ever 
borne  him  while  living.  He  threatened  vengeance 
on  all  the  nobility  who  had  been  active  in  that  bloody 
fcene ;  and  he  made  preparations  for  war  in  all 
parts  of  England.  But  being  lefs  conftant  in  his 
enmities  than  in  his  friendihips,  he  foon  after 
hearkened  to  terms  of  accommodation,  granted  the 
barons  a  pardon  of  all  offences  ;  and  as  they  ftipu> 
lated  to  afk  him  publicly  pardon  on  their  knees b,  he 
was  fo  pleafed   with  thefe  vain  appearances  of  fub- 
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million,  that  he  feemed  to  have  fincerely  forgiven  C  HA  P. 
them  all  pad  injuries.  But  as  they  {till  pretended,  ^^^^ 
notwithstanding  their  lawlefs  conduct,  a  great  anxiety  j  2ia. 
for  the  maintenance  of  law,  and  required  the  eita- 
blifhment  of  their  former  ordinances  as  a  neceflary 
fecurity  for  that  purpofe,  Edward  told  them,  that  he 
was  willing  to  grant  them  a  free  and  legal  confirmation 
of  fuch  of  thefe  ordinances  as  were  not  entirely  dero- 
gatory to  the  prerogative  of  the  crown.  This  an- 
fwer  was  received,  for  the  prefent,  as  fatisfaetory. 
The  king's  perfon,  after  the  death  of  Gavaflon,  was 
now  become  lefs  obnoxious  to  the  public  ;  and  as  the 
ordinances  infilled  on  appeared  to  be  nearly  the  fame 
with  thole  which  had  formerlv  been  extorted  from 
Henry  ill.  by  Mountfort,  and  which  had  been  at- 
tended with  fo  many  fatal  confequences,  they  were, 
on  that  account,  demanded  with  lefs  vehemence  by 
the  nobility  and  people.  The  minds  of  all  men 
feemed  to  be  much  appeafed ;  The  animofities  of 
faction  no  longer  prevailed :  And  England,  now 
united  under  its  head,  would  henceforth  be  able,  it 
was  hoped,  to  take  vengeance  on  all  its  enemies  ;  par- 
ticularly on  the  Scots,  whofe  progrefs  was  the  object 
of  general  refentment  and  indignation. 

Immediately  after  Edward's  retreat  from  Scot-  War  with 
land,  Robert  Bruce  left  his  faftneires^  in  which  he  Scotland. 
intended  to  have  fheltered  his  feeble  army  ;  and  fup- 
plying  his  defect  of  llrength  by  fuperior  vigour  and 
abilities,  he  made  deep  imprelfion  on  all  His  ene- 
mies, foreign  and  domeitic.  He  chafed  lord  Ar- 
gyle,  and  the  chieftain  of  the  Macdowals,  from  their 
hills,  and  made  himlelf  entirely  mailer  of  the  high 
country :  He  thence  invaded,  with  fuccefs,  the 
Cummins  in  the  low  countries  of  the  north :  He 
took  the  caflles  of  Invernefs,  Forfar,  and  Brechin. 
He  daily  gained  fome  new  acceflion  of  territory  ;  and 
what  was  a  more  important  acquifition,  he  daily  re* 
conciled  the  minds  of  the  nobility  to  his  dominion, 
and  inlifled  under  his  ftandard  every  bold  leader, 
whom  he  enriched  by  the  fpoils  of  his  enemies.     Sir 
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CHAP.  James  Douglas,  in  whom  commenced  the  greatnefs 
XIV"  t  and  renown  of  that  warlike  family,  feconded  him  in 
JJja.  all  his  enterprifes :  Edward  Bruce,  Robert's  own 
brother,  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  acts  of  valour : 
And  the  terror  of  the  Engiifh  power  being  now 
abated  by  the  feeble  conduct  of  the  king,  even  the 
lead  fanguine  of  the  Scots  began  to  entertain  hopes 
of  recovering  their  independence ;  and  the  whole 
kingdom,  except  a  few  fortreffes,  which  he  had  not 
the  means  to  attack,  had  acknowledged  the  authority 
of  Robert. 

In  this  fituation,  Edward  had  found  it  neceffary 
to  grant  a  truce  to  Scotland  ;  and  Robert  fucceff- 
fully  employed  the  interval  in  confolidating  his 
power,  and  introducing  order  into  his  civil  go- 
vernment, disjointed  by  a  long  continuance  of  wars 
and  factions.  The  interval  was  very  fhort  :  The 
truce,  ill  obferved  on  both  fides,  was  at  kft  openly 
violated  ;  and  war  recommenced  with  greater  fury 
than  ever.  Robert,  not  content  with  defending 
himfelf,  had  made  fuccefsful  inroads  into  England, 
iubfifled  his  needy  followers  by  the  plunder  of  that 
country,  and  taught  them  to  defpife  the  military 
genius  of  a  people  who  had  long  been  the  object  of 
their  terror.  Edward,  at  laft,  roufed  from  his  le- 
thargy, had  marched  an  army  into  Scotland  ;  and 
Robert,  determined  not  to  rifque  too  much  againft 
an  enemy  fo  much  fuperior,  retired  again  into  the 
mountains.  The  king  advanced  beyond  Edinburgh  ; 
but  being  deftitute  of  provifions,  and  being  ill  fup- 
ported  by  the  Engiifh  nobility,  who  were  then  em- 
ployed in  framing  their  ordinances,  he  was  foon 
obliged  to  retreat,  without  gaining  any  advantage 
over  the  enemy.  But  the  appearing  union  of  all 
the  parties  in  England,  after  the  death  of  Gavafton, 
feemed  to  reilore  that  kingdom  to  its  native  force, 
opened  again  the  profpect  of  reducing  Scotland, 
and  promifed  a  happy  conclufion  to  a  war  in  which 
both  the  interefls  and  pafhons  of  the  nation  were  fa 
deeply  engaged, 
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Edward  afiembled  forces  from  all  quarters,  with  c  H  A  p. 
&  view  of  finifhing,  at  one  blow,  this  important  en-  *IV- 
terprife.  He  fummoned  the  moft  Warlike  of  his 
vaflals  from  Gafcony  *  He  inlifted  troops  from 
Flanders,  and  other  foreign  countries :  He  invited 
over  great  numbers  of  the  diforderly  Irifh  as  to  a 
certain  prey :  He  joined  to  them  a  body  of  the 
Welfh,  who  were  actuated  by  like  motives :  And 
afTembling  the  v/hole  military  force  of  England,  he 
marched  to  the  frontiers  with  an  army  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  Scotch  writers,  amounted  to  an  hun- 
dred thoufand  men. 

The  army  collected    by   Robert   exceeded    not 
thirty  thoufand  combatants ;  but  being  compofed  of 
men  who  had  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  many  acts 
of  valour,  who  were  rendered  defperate  by  their  fitua- 
tion,  and  who  were  inured  to  ail  the  varieties  of  for- 
tune,   they  might  juflly,    under  fuch  a  leader,    be 
deemed  formidable  to  the  moft  numerous  and  belt 
appointed  armies.     The  caftle  of  Stirling,    which, 
with  Berwic,  was  the  only  fortrefs  in  Scotland  that 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Engliffi,  had  long  been 
befieged   by  Edward  Bruce :    Philip  de  Mowbray, 
the  governor  after  an  obftinate  defence,  was  at  laft 
obliged  to  capitulate,  and  to  promife,  that  if,  before 
a  certain  day  which  was  now  approaching,  he  were 
riot  relieved,  he  mould  open  his  gates  to  the  enemy  c„ 
Robert  therefore,  fenfible  that  here  was  the  ground 
on  which   he  mult  expect  the  Englifh,    chofe  the 
field  of  battle  with  all  the  fkill  and  prudence  ima- 
ginable, and   made  the  neceflary  preparations  for 
their  reception.    He  pofted  himfelf  at  Bannockburn, 
about  two  miles  from  Stirling  $  where  he  had  a  hill 
on  his  right  flank,    and  a  morafs  on  his  left :  And 
not  content  wi;u  having  taken  thefe  precautions  to 
prevent  his  being  furrounded  by  the  more  numerous 
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chap,  army  of  the  Englifh,  he  forefaw  the  fuperior  flrength 
XIV*      of  the  enemy  in  cavalry,  and  made  provifion  againft 
,3i4,      it.     Having  a  rivulet  in  front,  he  commanded  deep 
pits  to  be  dug  along  its  banks,  and  fharp  flakes  to 
be  planted  in  them  ;    and  he  ordered  the  whole  to 
be  carefully  covered  over  with  turf d.     The  Englifh 
arrived  in  fight  on  the  evening,   and  a  bloody  con- 
flict immediately  enfued  between  two  bodies  of  ca- 
valry ;  where  Robert,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the 
Scots,    engaged  in  fingte    combat  with  Henry  de 
Bohun,  a  gentleman  of  the  family  of  Hereford,  and 
at  one  ftroke  cleft  his  adverfary  to  the  chin  with  a 
battle-ax,    in  fight  of  the  two  armies.     The  Eng- 
iifh  horfe  fled  with  precipitation  to  their  main  body. 
•    The  Scots,  encouraged  by  this  favourable  event, 
and  odorying  in  the  valour  of  their  prince,  prognosti- 
cated a  happy  iffue  to  the  combat  on  the  enfuing 
day :  The  Englifh  confident  in  their  numbers,  and 
elated  with  former  fucceffes,  longed  for  an  oppor- 
tunity  of   revenge :    And   the   night,    though    ex- 
tremely fhort   in  that  feafon  and  in  that   climate, 
appeared   tedious  to  the  impatience  of  the  feveral 
Battle  of     combatants.     Early  in  the   morning  Edward  drew 
Bannock-    out  ^  armv?  ancj  advanced  towards  the  Scots.    The 
15th  June,  earl  of  Glocefter,  his  nephew,  who  commanded  the 
left  wing  of  the  cavalrv,  impelled  by  the  ardour  of 
youth,  rufhed  on  to  the  attack  without  precaution, 
and  fell    among  the  covered  pits,  which  had  been 
prepared  by  Brace  for  the  reception  of  the  enemy e. 
This  body  of  horfe  was  difordered  :  Glocefter  him- 
felf  was  overthrown  and  flain  :  Sir  James  Douglas, 
who    commanded    the    Scottifh  cavalry,    gave  the 
enemy  no  leifure  to  rally,  bat  pufhed  them  off  the 
field  with  confiderable   lofs,  and  purfued  them   in 
fight  of  their  whole  line  of  infantry.   While  the  Eng- 
lifh army  were  alarmed  with  this  unfortunate  begin- 


d  T.de  la  More,  p.  594.  e  Ibid. 


nmg 


I3'4- 


EDWARD      II.  34-x 

ning  of  the  action,  which  commonly  proves  de-  c  H  A  p. 
eifive,  they  obferved  an  army  on  the  heights  towards 
the  left,  which  feemed  to  be  marching  leifurely  in 
order  to  furround  them  5  and  they  were  diffracted  by 
their  multiplied  fears.  This  was  a  number  of  wag- 
goners and  fumpter-boys,  whom  Robert  had  col- 
lected ;  and  having  fupplied  them  with  military 
ftandards,  gave  them  the  appearance,  at  a  diflance, 
of  a  formidable  body.  The  itratagem  took  effect : 
A  panic  feized  the  Englifh :  They  threw  down  their 
arms,,  and  fled :  They  were  pur  (lied  with  great 
flaughter,  for  the  fpace  of  ninety  miles,  till  they 
reached  Berwic  :  And  the  Scots,  befides  an  inefli- 
mable  boot]^,  took  many  perfons  of  quality  prifoners, 
and  above  400  gentlemen,  whom  Robert  treated 
with  great  humanity  f,  and  whofe  ranfom  was  a  new 
acceffion  of  wealth  to  the  victorious  army.  The 
king  himfelf  narrowly  efcaped,  by  taking  fhelter  in 
Dunbar,  whofe  gates  were  opened  to  him  by  the 
earl  of  March,;  and  he  thence  paffed  by  fea  to 
Berwic. 

Such  was  the  great  and  decifive  battle  of  Ban- 
nockburn,  which  fecured  the  independence  of  Scot- 
land, fixed  Bruce  on  the  throne  of  that  kingdom, 
and  may  be  deemed  the  greateft  overthrow  that  the 
Englifh  nation,  Once  the  Conqueft,  has  ever  received. 
The  number  of  ilain  on  thofe  occafions  is  always 
uncertain,  and  is  commonly  much  magnified  by  the 
victors :  But  this  defeat  made  a  deep  impreffion  on 
the  minds  of  the  Englifh  ;  and  it  was  remarked,  that, 
for  fome  years,  no  fuperiority  of  numbers  could  en- 
courage them  to  keep  the  field  againfl  the  Scots. 
Robert,  in  order  to  avail  himfelf  of  his  prefent  fuc- 
;cefs,  entered  England,  and  ravaged  all  the  northern 
-counties  without  oppofition  :  He  befieged  Carliile  ; 
:b.ut  that  place  was  faved  by  the  valour  of  fir  An- 
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chap,  drew  Harcla,  the  governor :  He  was  more  fuccefsful 
XIV'       againft  Berwic,  which  he  took  by  affault :  And  this 
jmT  prince,  elated  by  his  continued  proiperity,  now  en- 
tertained hopes  of  making  the  mod  important  con* 
quells  on  the  Englifh.     He  fent  over   his   brother 
Edward,  with  an  army  of  6000  men,  into  Ireland  ? 
and  that  nobleman  affirmed  the  title  of  king  of  that 
iiland  :    He  himfelf  followed  foon  after  with  more 
numerous  forces  :    The  horrible  and  abfurd  oppref- 
fions  which  the  Irifh  fufFered   under    the  Englifh 
government  made  them,  at  firfl,  fly  to  the  ftandard 
of  the  Scots,  whom  they  regarded  as  their  deliverers ; 
But  a  grievous  famine,  which  at  that  time  defolated 
both  Ireland  and  Britain,  reduced  the  Scottilh  army 
to  the  greateft  extremities ;  and  Robert  was  obliged 
to  return,  with  his  forces  much  diminifhed,  into  his 
own  country.     His  brother,  after  having  experienced 
a  variety  of  fortune,  was  defeated  and  {lain  near 
Dundalk  by  the  Englifh,  commanded  by  Lord  Ber- 
mingham  :  And  thefe  projects,  too  extenfive  for  the 
force  of  the  Scottifh  nation,  thus  vanifhed  into  fmoke. 
Edward,  befides  fufiering  thofe  difafters  from 
the  invafion  of  the  Scots,  and  the  infurrection  of  the 
Irifh,  was  alfo  infefted  with  a  rebellion  in  Wales ; 
and,  above  ail,  by  the  factions  of  his  own  nobility, 
who  took  advantage  of  the  public  calamities,  infulted 
his  fallen  fortunes,  and  endeavoured  to  eftablifh  their 
own  independence  on  the  ruins  of  the  throne.    Lan- 
caster, and  the  barons  of  his  party,  who  had  declined 
attending  him  on  his  Scottifh  expedition,  no  fooner 
faw  him  return  with  difgrace,  than  they  infifted  on 
the  renewal  of  their  ordinances,  which,  they  ftill  pre- 
tended, had  validity  ;  and  the  king's  unhappy  fitua- 
tion  obliged  him  to  fubmit  to  their  demands.     The 
miniftry  was  new-modelled  by  the  direction  of  Lan- 
caster e :   That  prince  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
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-council :  It  was  declared,  that  all  the  offices  fhould  chap. 
be  filled,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  votes  of  parlia-     XIV* 
merit,  or  rather  by  the  will  of  the  great  barons b.    \^7^ 
And  the  nation,  under  this  new  model  of  govern- 
ment, endeavoured  to  put  itfelf  in  a  better  pofture 
of  defence  againft  the  Scots.     But  the  factious  no- 
bles were  far  from  being  terrified  with  the  progrefs 
of  thefe  public  enemies :    On  the  contrary,    they 
founded  the  hopes  of  their  own  future  grandeur  on 
the  weaknefs  and  diftreffes  of  the  crown  :  Lancafter 
himfelf  was  fufpecled,  with  great  appearance  of  rea- 
fon,  of  holding  a  fecret  correfpondence  with  the  king 
of  Scots  :   And  though  he  was  entruffed  with  the 
command  of  the  Englim  armies,  he  took  care  that 
every  enterpnfe  mould  be  difappointed,  and  every 
plan  of  operations  prove  unfuccefsful. 

All  the  European  kingdoms,  efpecially  that  of 
England,  were  at  this  time  unacquainted  with  the 
office  of  a  prime  minifler,  fo  well  underftood  at  pre- 
fent  in  all  regular  monarchies  j  and  the  people  could 
form  no  conception  of  a  man,  who,  though  (till  in 
the  rank  of  a  fubject,  pofiefTed  all  the  power  of  a 
fovereign,  eafed  the  prince  &S  the  burthen  of  affairs, 
fupplied  his  want  of  experience  or  capacity,   and 
maintained  all  the  rights  of  the  crown,  without  de- 
grading the  greateft  nobles  by  their  fubmiflion  to  his 
temporary  authority.     Edward  was  plainly,  by  na- 
ture, unfit  to  hold  himfelf  the  reins  of  government : 
He  had  no  vices,  but  was  unhappy  in  a  total  incapa- 
city for  ferious  bufinefs :  He  was  lenfible  of  his  own 
defects,  and  neceflarily  fought  to  be  governed :  Yet 
every  favourite  whom  he  fucceilively  chofe  was  re- 
garded as  a  fellow-fubject  exalted  above  his  rank  and 
ftation :  He  was  the  object  of  envy  to  the  great  no- 
bility  :  His  character  and  conduct  were  decried  with 
the  people :    His  authority  over  the  king  and  king- 
dom was  confidered  as  an  ufurpation :   And  unlefs 
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chap,  the  prince  had  embraced  the  dangerous  expedient 
"l^_       of  devolving  his  power  on  the  earl  of  Lancaster,  or 
,3,5.      fome  mighty  baron,  whofe  family  intereil  was  fo  ex- 
tenfive  as  to  be  able  alone  to  maintain  his  influence, 
he  could  expect  no  peace  or  tranquillity  upon  the 
throne. 
Hush  le  The  king's  chief  favourite,  after  the  death  of  Ga^ 

Pdpenjer.  vaf|;0ri?  was  Hugh  le  Defpenfer,  or  Spenfer,  a  young 
man  of  Englifh  birth,  of  high  rank,  and  of  a  noble 
family  f.  He  poifefTed  all  the  exterior  accomplifh- 
ments  of  perfon  and  addrefs,  which  were  fitted  to 
engage  the  weak  mind  of  Edward  ;  but  was  deili- 
tute  of  that  moderation  and  prudence  which  might 
have  qualified  him  to  mitigate  the  envy  of  the  great, 
and  conduct  him  through  all  the  perils  of  that  dan- 
gerous ftation  to  which  •  he  was  advanced.  His  fa^ 
ther,  who  was  of  the  fame  name,  and  who,  by  means 
of  his  fon,  had  alio  attained  great  influence  over  the 
king,  was  a  nobleman  venerable  from  his  years,  re- 
fpecled  through  all  his  pad  life  for  wifdom,  valour, 
and  integrity,  and  well  fitted,  by  his  talents  and  ex- 
perience, could  affairs  have  admitted  of  any  tempe- 
rament, to  have  fupplieij  the  defects  both  of  the  king 
and  of  his  minion  k.  But  no  fooner  was  Edward's 
attachment  declared  for  young  Spenfer,  than  the  tur- 
bulent Lancafter,  and  mod  of  the  great  barons,  re- 
garded him  as  their  rival,  made  him  the  object  of 
their  animofity,  and  formed  violent  plans  for  his 
ruin  '.  They  firft  declared  their  difcontent  by  with- 
drawing from  parliament ;  and  it  was  not  long  ere 
they  found  a  pretence  for  proceeding  to  greater  ex- 
tremities againft  him. 
132T.,  The  king,  who  fet  no  limits  to  his  bounty  towards 

^'t'  P°!t"  k's  minions,  had  married  the  younger  Spenfer  to  his 
niece,  one  of  the  coheirs  of  the  earl  of  Glocefter, 
flain  at  Bannockburn.     The  favourite,  by  his  fuc^ 

'  Dugd.  Baron,  vol.  i.  p.  389.  k  T.  de  la  More,  p.  594. 
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ceffion  to  that  opulent  family,  had  inherited  great  C  H  A  p. 
poffeffions  in  the  marches  of  Wales  m;  and  being  de-  ^-^^j 
firous  of  extending  flill  farther  his  influence  in  thofe      i3Zi. 
quarters,  he  is  accufed  of  having  committed  injuf- 
tice  on  the  barons  of  Audley  and  Ammori,  who  had 
alfo  married  two  fillers  of  the  fame  family-     There 
was  likewife  a  baron  in  that  neighbourhood,  called 
"William  de  Braoufe,  lord  of  Gower,  who  had  made 
a  fettlement  of  his  eflate  on  John  de  Mowbray,  his 
fon-in-law;  and,  in  cafe  of  failure  of  that  nobleman 
and  his  iffue,  had  fubllituted  the  earl  of  Hereford  in 
the  fucceffion  to  the  barony  of  Gower.     Mowbray, 
on  the  deceafe  of  his  father-in-law,  entered  imme- 
diately in  poifeffion  of  the  eflate,  without  the  forma- 
lity of  taking  livery  and  feizin  from  the  crown  :  But 
Spenfer  who  coveted  that  'barony,  perfuaded  the 
king  to  put  in  execution  the  rigour  of  the  feudal  law, 
to  feize  Gower  as  efcheated  to  the  crown,  and  to 
confer  it  upon  him  n.     This  tranfaclion,  which  was 
the  proper  fubjecl:  of  a  law-fuit,  immediately  excited 
a  civil  war  in  the  kingdom.    The  earls  ofLancafler 
and  Hereford  flew  to  arms :    Audley  and  Ammori 
joined  them  with  all  their  forces :  The  two  Rogers 
de  Mortimer  and   Roger  de  Clifford,   with  many 
others,  difgufled,  for  private  reafons,  at  the  Spenfers, 
brought  a  confiderable  acceflion  to  the  party  :  And 
their  army  being  now   formidable,  they  fent  a  mef- 
fage  to  the  king,  requiring  him  immediately  to  dii- 
mifs  or  confine  the  younger  Spenfer  ;  and  menacing 
him,  in  cafe  of  refufal,  with  renouncing  their  alle- 
giance to  him,  and  taking  revenge  on  that  minifler 
by  their  own  authority.    They  fcarcely  waited  for  an 
anfwer ;    but  immediately   fell   upon   the   lands   of 
young  Spenfer,  which  they  pillaged  and  deflroved  ; 
murdered  his  fervants,   drove   off  his  cattle,  and 
turned  his  houfes  °  :  They  thence  proceeded  to  com- 
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rait  like  devaluations  on  the  eftates  of  Spenfer  the 
father,  whofe  character  they  had  hitherto  feemed  to 
refpect :  And  having  drawn  and  figned  a  formal  aflb- 
ciation  among  themfelves  p,  they  marched  to  London 
with  all  their  forces,  flationed  themfelves  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  that  city,  and  demanded  of  the 
king  the  banimment  of  both  the  Spenfers.  Thefe 
noblemen  were  then  abfent ;  the  father  abroad  ;  the 
fon  at  fea  ;  and  both  of  them  employed  in  different 
commiffions  :  The  king  therefore  replied,  that  his 
coronation  oath,  by  which  he  was  bound  to  obfeive 
the  laws,  reftraineel  him  from  giving  his  aflent  to  fo 
illegal  a  demand,  or  condemning  noblemen  who  were 
accufed  of  no  crime,  nor  had  any  opportunity  af- 
forded them  of  making  anfwer  q.  Equity  and  reafon 
were  but  a  feeble  oppofition  to  men  who  had  arms 
in  their  hands,  and  who,  being  already  involved  in 
guilt,  faw  no  fafety  but  in  fuccefs  and  victory.  They 
entered  London  with  their  troops ;  and  giving  in 
to  the  parliament,  which  was.  then  fitting,  a  charge 
againft  the  Spenfers,  of  which  they  attempted  not  to 
prove  one  article,  they  procured,  by  menaces  and 
violence,  a  fentence  of  attainder  and  perpetual  exile 
againft  thefe  minifters  \  This  fentence  was  voted 
by  the  lay  barons  alone  :  For  the  commons,  though 
now  an  eftate  in  parliament,  were  yet  of  fo  little 
confideration,  that  their  aflent  was  not  demanded ; 
and  even  the  votes  of  the  prelates  were  neglected 
amid  ft  the  prefent  diforders.  The  only  fymptom 
which  thefe  turbulent  barons  gave  of  their  regard  to 
law,  was  their  requiring  from  the  king  an  indem- 
nity for  their  illegal  proceedings s  ;  after  which  they 
diibanded  their  army,  and  feparated,  in  fecurity,  as 
ihey  imagined,  to  their  feveral  caftles. 

3  Tyrrel,  vol.  ii.  p.  z%o-  from  the  regiftcr  of  C.  C.  Canterbury. 
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This  act  of  violence,  in  which  the  king  was  obliged  c  H  A  p. 
to  acquiefce,  rendered  his  perfon  and  his  authority  X1V- 
fo  contemptible,  that  everyone  thought  himfelf  en-  ,3M^ 
titled  to  treat  him  with  neglect.  The  queen,  having 
occafion  loon  after  to  pafs  by  the  cattle  of  Leeds  in 
Kent,  which  belonged  to  the  lord  Badlefmere,  de- 
fired  a  night's  lodging,  but  was  refufed  admittance  ; 
and  lome  of  her  attendants,  who  prefented  them- 
ielves  at  the  gate,  were  killed  l.  The  infult  upon 
this  princefs,  who  had  always  endeavoured  to  live  on 
good  terms  with  the  barons,  and  who  joined  them 
heartily  in  their  hatred  of  the  younger  Spenfer,  was 
an  action  which  nobody  pretended  to  juftify;  and 
the  king  thought  that  he  might,  without  giving  ge- 
neral umbrage,  aflemble  an  army,  and  take  venge- 
ance on  the  offender.  No  one  came  to  the  affiftance 
of  Badlefmere  ;  and  Edward  prevailed  u.  But  hav- 
ing now  fome  forces  on  foot,  and  having:  concerted 
meafures  with  his  friends  throughout  England,  he 
ventured  to  take  off  the  mark,  to  attack  all  his  ene- 
mies, and  to  recal  the  two  Spenfers,  whofe  fentence 
he  declared  illegal,  unjuft,  contrary  to  the  tenor  of 
the  Great  Charter,  parted  without  the  aflent  of  the 
prelates,  and  extorted  by  violence  from  him  and  the 
eftate  of  barons  w.  Still  the  commons  were  not  men- 
tioned by  either  party. 

The  king  had  now  got  the  (tart  of  the  barons ;  an  xja**' 
advantage  which,  in  thofe  times,  was  commonly  de« 
cifive :  And  he  haftened  with  his  army  to  the  marches 
of  Wales,  the  chief  feat  of  the  power  of  his  enemies, 
whom  he  found  totally  unprepared  for  refinance. 
Many  of  the  barons  in  thofe  parts  endeavoured  to 
appeafe  him  by  fubmifTion  x :  Their  caftles  were  feiz- 
ed,  and  their  perfons  committed  to  cuftody.  But 
J^ancafter,  in  order   to   prevent  the  total  ruin  of 
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CHAP,  his  party,  fummoned  together  his  vafTals  and  re- 
XlV-  tamers  ;  declared  his  alliance  with  Scotland,  which 
ija^  had  long  been  fufpec^ed  ;  received  the  promife  of 
a  reinforcement  hfim  that  country,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Randolf  earl  of  Murray,  and  fir  James 
Douglas  y  j  and  being  joined  by  the  earl  of  Hereford, 
advanced  with  all  his  forces  againft  the  king,  who 
had  collected  an  army  of  30,000  men,  and  v/as  fu- 
pcrior  to  his  enemies.  Lancafter  polled  himfelf  at 
Burton  upon  Trent,  and  endeavoured  to  defend  the 
pailages  of  the  river  z :  But  being  dilappointed  in 
that  plan  of  operations,  this  prince,  who  had  no  mi- 
litary genius,  and  whofe  perfonal  courage  was  even 
fufpected,  fled  with  his  army  to  the  north,  in  ex- 
pectation of  being  there  joined  by  his  Scottilh  allies  ■. 
He  was  purfued  by  the  king  ;  and  Jiis  army  dimi- 
nished daily,  till  he  came  to  Boroughbridge,  where 
he  found  fir  Andrew  Harcla  polled  with  fome  forces 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  and  ready  to  difpute 
the  paffage  with  him.  He  was  repulfed  in  an  attempt 
which  he  made  to  force  his  way  ;  the  earl  of  Here- 
ford was  killed  ;  the  whole  army  of  the  rebels  was 

z&fh  Mar.  difconcerted ;  Lancafter  himfelf  was  become  inca- 
pable of  taking  any  meafures  either  for  flight  or 
defence  ;  and  he  was  feized,  without  refiftance,  by 
Harcla,  and  conducted  to  the  king  b.  In  thofe  vio- 
lent times,  the  laws  were  fo  much  negle&ed  on  both 
fides,  that,  even  where  they  might,  without  any  fen- 
fible  inconvenience,  have  been  obferved,  the  con- 
querors deemed  it  unnecefTary  to  pay  any  regard  to 
them.  Lancafter,  who  was  guilty  of  open  rebellion, 
and  was  taken  in  arms  againft  his  fovereign,  inftead 
of  being  tried  by  the  laws  of  his  country,  which  pro- 
nounced the  fentence  of  death  againft  him,  was  con- 
demned by  a  court  martial c,  and  led  to  execution. 
Edward,  however  little  vindictive  in  his  natural  tem- 
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per,  here  indulged  his  revenge,  and  employed  againft  C  H  A  p. 
the  prifoner  the  fame  indignities  which  had  been  ex-  ^J^/^^j 
ercifed,  by  his  orders,  againft  Gavafton.     He  was      ,~2Z. 
clothed  in  a  mean  attire,  placed  on  a  lean  jade  with-  2}d  ***■'• 
out  a  bridle,  a  hood  was  put  on  his  head,  and  in  this  ofth?  «S 
pofture,  attended  by  the  acclamations  of  the  people,  ef  Laa- 
this  prince  was  conducted  to  an  eminence  near  Pom-  ca'ler 
fret,  one  of  his  own  caftles,  and  there  beheaded  (l. 

Thus  perimed  Thomas  earl  of  Lancafter,  prince 
of  the  blood,  and  one  of  the  moil  potent  barons  that 
had  ever  been  in  England.  His  public  conduct  fuf- 
ficiently  difcovers  the  violence  and  turbulence  of  his 
character :  His  private  deportment  appears  not  to 
have  been  more  innocent :  and  his  hypocritical  de- 
votion, by  which  he  gained  the  favour  of  the  monks 
and  populace,  will  rather  be  regarded  as  an  aggra- 
vation than  an  alleviation  of  his  guilt.  Badlefmere, 
Giffard,  Barret,  Cheney,  Fleming,  and  about  eighteen 
of  the  moft  notorious  offenders,  were  afterwards 
condemned  by  a  legal  trial,  and  were  executed.  Many 
were  thrown  into  prifon  :  Others  made  their  efcape 
beyond  fea :  Some  of  the  king's  fervants  were  re- 
warded from  the  forfeitures:  Harcla  received  for  his 
fervices  the  earldom  of  Carlifle,  and  a  large  eftate, 
which  he  foon  after  forfeited  with  his  life,  for  a  trea- 
fonable  correfpondence  with  the  king  of  Scotland, 
But  the  greater  part  of  thofe  vail  efcheats  was  feized  by 
young  Spencer,  whofe  rapacity  was  infatiable.  Many 
of  the  barons  of  the  king's  party  were  difgufted  with 
this  partial  divifion  of  the  fpoils :  The  envy  againft 
Spenfer  rofe  higher  than  ever :  The  ufual  infolence 
of  his  temper,  enflamed  by  fuccefs,  impelled  him  to 
commit  many  acts  of  violence :  The  people,  who 
always  hated  him,  made  him  fiill  more  the  object  of 
averfion :  All  the  relations  of  the  attainted  barons 
and  gentlemen  fecretly  vowed  revenge  :  And  though 

d  Leland's  Coll.  vol.  i.  p.  668. 
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C  ii  A  p.  tranquillity  was,  in  appearance,  reftored  to  the  king- 
,  X1V'    t  dom,  the  general  contempt  of  the  king,  and  odium 
%%%%,       againft  Spenfer,  bred  dangerous  humours,  the  fource 
of  future  revolutions  and  convulfions. 

In  this  fituation,  no  fuccefs  could  be  expected 
from  foreign  wars  ;  and  Edward,  after  making  one 
more  fruitlefs  attempt  againft  Scotland,  whence  he 
retreated  with  difhonour,  found  it  necefiary  to  termi- 
nate hoftilities  with  that  kingdom  by  a  truce  of  thir- 
teen years e.     Robert,  though  his  title  to  the  crown 
was  not  acknowledged  in  the  treaty,  was  fatisfied  with 
enfuring  his  poffeflion  of  it  during  fo  long  a  time. 
He  had  repelled  with  gallantry  all  the  attacks  of  Eng- 
land :  He  had  carried  war  both  into  that  kingdom 
and  into  Ireland:  He  had  rejected  with  difdain  the 
pope's  authority,  who  pretended  to  impofe  his  com- 
mands upon  him,  and  oblige  him  to  make  peace  with 
his  enemies :  His  throne  was  firmly   eftablilhed,  as 
well  in  the  affections  of  his  fubjecls  as  by  force  of 
arms  :  Yet  there  naturally  remained  fome  inquietude 
in  his  mind,  while  at  war  with  a  ftate  which  however 
at  prefent  difordered  by  faction,  was  of  itfelf  fo  much 
an  over-match  for  him,  both  in  riches  and  in  num- 
bers of  people.     And  this  truce  was,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  more  feaibnable  for  England,  becaufe  the 
nation  was  at  that  juncture  threatened  with  hoftilities 
from  France. 
*3J4-  Philip  the  Fair,  king  of  France,  who  died  in 

1 3 1 5,  had  left  the  crown  to  his  fon  Lewis  Hutin, 
who,  after  a  fhort  reign,  dying  without  male  iffue, 
was  fucceeded  by  Philip  the  Long,  his  brother,  whofe 
death  foon  after  made  way  for  Charles  the  Fair,  the 
youngeft  brother  of  that  family.  This  monarch  had 
fome  grounds  of  complaint  againft  the  king's  mi- 
nifters  in  Guienne:  and  as  there  was  no  common  or 
equitable  judge  in  that  ftrange  fpecies  of  fovereignty 

--  Rymer,  vol.  iii.  p.  ion.    Murimuth,  p.  60. 
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eftabliihed  by  the  feudal  law,  he  feemed  defirous  to 
take  advantage  of  Edward's  weaknefs,  and,  under 
that  pretence,  to  connTcate  all  his  foreign  dominions f. 
After  an  embaffy  by  the  earl  of  Kent,  the  king's  bro- 
ther, had  been  tried  in  vain,  queen  Ifabella  obtained 
permiffion  to  go  over  to  Paris,  and  endeavour  to  ad- 
juft  in  an  amicable  manner,  the  difference  with  her 
brother  :  But  while  fhe  was  making  fome  progrefs  in 
this  negotiation,  Charles  fiarted  a  new  pretenfion,  the 
juftice  of  which  could  not  be  difputed,  that  Edward 
himfelf  mould  appear  in  his  court,  and  do  homage 
for  the  fees  which  he  held  in  France.     But  there 
occurred  many  difficulties  in  complying  with  this 
demand.     Young  Spenfer,  by  whom  the  king  was 
implicitly  governed,  had  unavoidably  been  engaged 
in  many  quarrels  with  the  queen,  who  afpired  to  the 
fame  influence  ;  and  though  that  artful  princefs,  on 
her  leaving  England,  had  difiembled  her  animofity, 
Spenfer,  well  acquainted  with  her  fecret  fentiments, 
was  unwilling  to  attend  his  mailer  to  Paris,  and  ap- 
pear in  a  court,  where  her  credit  might  expofe  him 
to  infults,  if  not  to  danger.     He  hefitated  no  lefs  on 
allowing  the  king  to  make  the  journey  alone;  both 
fearing,  left  that  eafy  prince  mould  in  his  abfence 
fall  under  other  influence  ;  and  forefeeing  the  perils 
to  which  he  himfelf  mould  be  expofed,  if,    without 
the  protection  of  royal  authority,  he  remained  in 
England,  where  he  was  fo  generally  hated.     While 
thefe  doubts  occafioned  delays  and  difficulties,  Ifa- 
bella propofed,  that  Edward  fhould  refign  the  domi- 
nion of  Guienne  to  his  fon,  now  thirteen  years  of  age; 
and  that  the  prince  mould  come  to  Paris,  and  do  the 
homage  which   every  vaflal   owed   to  his  fuperior 
lord.     This  expedient,  which  feemed  fo  happily  to 
remove  all  difficulties,  was  immediately  embraced  : 
Spenfer  was  charmed  with  the  contrivance  :  Young 
Edward  was  fent  to  Paris:  and  the  ruin  covered 

f  Rymer,  vol.  iv.  p.  74.  58, 
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chap,  under  this  fatal  fnare,  was  never  perceived  or  fufe 
XIV-       peeled  by  any  of  the  Englifti  council. 

The  queen,  on  her  arrival  in  France,  had  there 
found  a  great  number  of  Englifii  fugitives,  the  re- 
mains of  the  Lancaftrian  faction  ;  and  their  common 
hatred  of  Spenfer  foon  begat  a  fecret  friendfhip  and 
correfpondence  between  them  and  that  princeis. 
Among  the  reft  wasyoung  Roger  Mortimer,  a  potent 
baron  in  the  Welfh  marches,  who  had  been  obliged, 
with  others,  to  make  his  fubmiffions  to  the  king  j  had 
been  condemned  for  high  treafon  ;  but  having  re- 
ceived a  pardon  for  his  life,  was  afterwards  detained 
in  the  Tower,  with  an  intention  of  rendering  his  con- 
finement perpetual.  He  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  make 
his  efcape  into  France z ;  and  being  one  of  the  mod 
considerable  perfons  now  remaining  of  the  party,  as 
well  as  diftinguifhed  by  his  violent  animofity  againft 
Spenfer,  he  was  eafily  admitted  to  pay  his  court  to 
queen  Ifabella.  The  graces  of  his  perfon  and  addrefs 
advanced  him  quickly  in  her  affections :  He  became 
her  confident  and  counfellor  in  all  her  meafures:  And 
gaining  ground  daily  upon  her  heart,  he  engaged  her 
to  facrifice  at  laft  to  her  paffion,  all  the  fentiments 
eortfpl-  °f  honour  and  of  fidelity  to  her  hufband  h.  Hating 
racy  now  the  man  whom  fhe  had  injured,  and  whom  me 

3jiauift  t  ie  never  valued,  fhe  entered  ardently  into  all  Mortimer's 
confpiracies ;  and  having  artfully  gotteninto  her  hands 
the  young  prince,  and  heir  of  the  monarchy,  flie  re- 
folved  on  the  utter  ruin  of  the  king,  as  well  as  of  his 
favourite.  She  engaged  her  brother  to  take  part  in 
the  fame  criminal  purpofe:  Her  court  was  daily  filled 
with  the  exiled  barons :  Mortimer  lived  in  the  mod 
declared  intimacy  with  her :  A  correfpondence  was 
fecretly  carried  on  with  the  malcontent  party  in  Eng- 
land: And  when  Edward,  informed  of  thofe  alarming 

g  Rymer,  vol.  iv.  p.  7,8.10.     T.  de  la  More,  p.  596.     WaJfing- 
p.  izo.     Ypod.  Neuft.  p.  506.  h  T.  de  la  More,  p.  568.     Mu- 
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C-ircumftances,  required  her  fpeedily  to  return  with  the  c  "  *  p« 

prince,  (he  publicly  replied,  that  (he  would  never  fet  , '  ? 

foot  in  the  kingdom,  till  Spenfer  was   for  ever  re-      xjaj* 
moved  from  his  prefence  and  councils  :  A  declara- 
tion which  procured  her  great  popularity  in  England, 
and  threw  a  decent  veil  over  all  her  treafonable  en- 
terprifes. 

Edward  endeavoured  to  put  himfelf  in  a  pofture 
of  defence '  ;  but  befides  the  difficulties  arifing  from 
his  own  indolence  and  (lender  abilities,  and  the  want 
of  authority  which  of  confequence  attended  all  his 
refolutions,  it  was  not  eafy  for  him,  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  kingdom  and  revenue,  to  maintain  a 
conftant  force  ready  to  repel  an  invafion,  which  he 
knew  not  at  what  time  or  place  he  had  reafon  to  ex- 
pect. All  his  efforts  were  unequal  to  the  traiterous  Infur- 
and  hoflile  confpiracies,  which,  both  at  home  and  re^ons, 
abroad,  were  forming  againft  his  authority,  and 
which  were  daily  penetrating  farther  even  into  his 
own  family.  His  brother  the  earl  of  Kent,  a  vir- 
tuous but  weak  prince,  who  was  then  at  Paris,  was 
engaged  by  his  fifter-in-law,  and  by  the  king  of 
France,  who  was  alfo  his  coufin-german,  to  give 
countenance  to  the  invafion,  whofe  fole  object,  he 
believed,  was  the  expulfion  of  the  Spenfers  :  He 
prevailed  on  his  elder  brother,  the  earl  of  Norfolk, 
to  enter  fecretly  into  the  fame  defign  :  The  earl  of 
Leicester,  brother  and  heir  of  the  earl  of  Lancafler, 
had  too  many  reafons  for  his  hatred  of  thefe  minif- 
ters,  to  refufe  his  concurrence.  Walter  de  Reynel, 
archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and  many  of  the  prelates, 
expreffed  their  approbation  of  the  queen's  meaiures : 
Several  of  the  mod  potent  barons,  envying  the  au- 
thority of  the  favourite,  were  ready  to  fly  to  arms : 
The  minds  of  the  people,  by  means  of  fome  truths 
and  many  calumnies,  were  ftrongly  difpofed  to  the 
fame  party  :  And  there  needed  but  the  appearance 

i  Kymcr,  vol.  iv.  p.  1F4.  jf8.  225. 
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C  H  A  p.  of  the  queen  and  prince,  with  fuch  a  body  of  foreign 
troops  as  might  protect  her  againfl:  immediate  vio- 
lence, to  turn  all  this  temped,  fo  artfully  prepared, 


1325. 


againfl  the  unhappy  Edward. 
1316.  Charl-es,  though  he  gave  countenance   and   af- 

fiflance  to  the  faction,  was  amamed  openly  to  fup- 
port  the  queen  and  prince  againft  the  authority  of  a 
huiband  and  father  ;  and  Ifabella  was  obliged  to  court 
the  alliance  of  fome  other  foreign  potentate  from 
whofe  dominions  fhe  might  fet  out  on  her  intended 
enterprile.  For  this  purpofe  fhe  affianced  young 
Edward,  whofe  tender  age  made  him  incapable  to 
judge  of  the  confequences,  with  Philippa,  daughter 
of  the  count  of  Holland  and  Hanault k ;  and  hav- 
ing by  the  open  am"  fiance  of  this  prince,  and  the 
fecret  protection  of  her  brother,  inlifled  in  her  fer- 
vice  near  2000  men,  fhe  fet  fail   from   the  harbour 

*J  J 

of  Dort,  and  landed  fafely,  and  without  oppohtion, 
24th  Sept.  on  the  coaft  of  Suffolk.  The  earl  of  Kent  was  in 
her  company  :  Two  other  princes  of  the  blood,  the 
earl  of  Norfolk  and  the  earl  of  Leicefter  joined  her 
foon  after  her  landing  with  all  their  followers :  Three 
prelates,  the  bifhops  of  Ely,  Lincoln,  and  Here- 
ford, brought  her  both  the  force  of  their  vafTals  and 
the  authority  of  their  character ' :  Even  Robert  de 
Watteville,  who  had  been  fent  by  the  king  to  oppofe 
her  progrefs  in  Suffolk,  deferted  to  her  with  all  his 
forces.  To  render  her  caufe  more  favourable,  fhe 
renewed  her  declaration,  that  the  fole  purpofe  of  her 
enterprife  was  to  free  the  king  and  kingdom  from 
the  tyranny  of  the  Spenfers,  and  of  chancellor  Bal- 
doc,  their  creature  w.  The  populace  were  allured 
by  her  fpecious  pretences :  The  barons  thought 
themfelves  fecure  againft  forfeitures  by  the  appear- 
ance of  the  prince  in  her  army  :  And  a  weak  irrefo- 

k  T.  de  la  More,  p.  598.  '  Walfing.  p.  123.     Ypocl.  Neuft. 

p.  507.    T.  de  la  More,  p.  598.     Murimuth,  p.  66.  In  Ypod. 
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lute  king,  fupported  by  minifters  generally  odious,  c  h  v  p 
was  unable  to  ftem  this  torrent,  which  bore  with  illT^ 
fuch  irrefiftible  violence  againfl  him.  I3io. 

Edward,  after  trying  in  vain  to  roufe  the  citizens 
of  London  to  fome  feni'e  of  duty n,  departed  for  the 
weft,  where  he  hoped  to  meet  with  a  better  reception  ; 
and  he  had  no  fooner  difcovered  his  weaknefs  by 
leaving  the  city,  than  the  rage  of  the  populace  broke 
out  without  controul  againfl  him  and  his  minifters. 
They  firft  plundered,  then  murdered  all  thofe  who 
were  obnoxious  to  them  :  They  feized  the  bifhop  of 
Exeter,  a  virtuous  and  loyal  prelate,  as  he  was 
palling  through  the  ftreets  ;  and  having  beheaded 
him,  they  threw  his  body  into  the  river  °.  They 
made  themfelves  mailers  of  the  Tower  by  furprife ; 
then  entered  into  a  formal  affociation  to  put  to  death 
without  mercy,  every  one  who  mould  dare  to  oppofe 
the  enterprife  of  queen  Ifabella,  and  of  the  prince  p. 
A  like  fpirit  was  foon  communicated  to  all  other 
parts  of  England;  and  threw  the  few  fervants  of  the 
king,  who  ft  ill  entertained  thoughts  of  performing 
their  duty,  into  terror  and  aftonifhment. 

Edward  was  hotly  purfued  to  Briftol  by  the  earl 
of  Kent,  feconded  by  the  foreign  forces  under  John 
de  Hainault.  He  found  himfelf  disappointed  in  his 
expectations  with  regard  to  the  loyalty  of  thofe  parts  ; 
and  he  patted  over  to  Wales,  where,  he  nattered 
himfelf,  his  name  was  more  popular,  and  which  he 
hoped  to  find  uninfected  with  the  contagion  of  ge- 
neral rage  which  had  feized  the  Englifh q.  The 
elder  Spenfer,  created  earl  of  Winchefter,  was  left 
governor  of  the  caftle  of  Briftol ;  but  the  garrifon 
mutinied  againft  him,  and  he  was  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  his  enemies.  This  venerable  noble,  who 
had  nearly  reached  his  ninetieth  year,  was  inftantly, 
without  trial,  or  witnefs,  or  accufation,  or  anfwer, 

n  Walfing.  p.  7^3.      °  Walfing.  p.  124-    T.  de  la  More, p.  599. 
Muirrnuth,  p.  66.  P  Walfing.  p.  U4t         3  Murim.ith,  p.  67. 
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chap-  condemned  to  death  by  the  rebellious  barons  :  He 

vj^l^/  was  hanged  on  a  gibbet ;  his  body  was  cut  in  pieces, 

i326.      and  thrown  to  the  dogs r ;  and  his  head  was  fent  to 

Winchefter,  the  place  whofe  title  he  bore,  and  was 

there  fet  on  a  pole,  and  expofed  to  the  inftilts  of  the 

populace. 

The  king,  difappointed  anew  in  his  expectations 
of  fuccour  from  the  Welfh,  took  fhipping  for  Ire- 
land •,  but  being  driven  back  by  contrary  winds,  he 
endeavoured  to  conceal  hrmfelf  in  the  mountains  of 
"Wales  :  He  was  foon  difcovered,  was  put  under  the 
cuilody  of  the  earl  of  Leicefter,  and  was  confined  in 
the  caftle  of  Kenilworth.     The  younger  S'penfer,  hrs 
favourite,  who  alfo  fell  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies, 
was  executed  like  his  father,  without  any  appearance 
of  a  legal  trial 5 :  The  earl  of  Arundel,    almoft  the 
only  man  of  his  rank  in  England  who  had  maintained 
his  loyalty,  was,    without  any  trial,  put  to  death  at 
the  mitigation  of  Mortimer  ;  Baldoc,  the  chancellor, 
being  a  pried,  could  not  with  fafety  be  fo  fuddenly 
difpatched  ;  but  being  fent  to  the  biihop   of  Here- 
ford's palace  in  London,  he  was  there,  as  his  enemies 
probably  forefaw,  feized  by  the  populace,  was  thrown 
into  Newgate,  and  foon  after  expired,  from  the  cruel 
ufage  which  he  had  received1.     Even  the  ufual  re- 
verence paid  to  the  facerdotal  character  gave  way, 
with  every  other  confideration,   to  the  prelent  rage 
of  the  people. 
TV  kin?        The  queen,  to  avail  herfelf  of  the  prevailing-  de- 
dethroned.  luflon;)  {'mnmoned,  in  the  king's  name,  a  parliament 
at  Weftminfter  ;  where,  together  with  the  power  of 
her  army,  an-d  the  authority  of  her  partizans  among 
the  barons,  who  were  concerned  to  fecure  their  pafl 
treaibns  by  committing  new  acts  of  violence  again® 
their  lbvereign,  me  expected  to  be  feconded  by  the 

r  Leland'j  Coll.  vol  i.  p.  673.    T.  de  la  More,  p.  599.    Walling. 
r>,  115.     M.  Froiflart,  liv.  i.  ebrp. 15.  s  Walfing.  p.    125. 
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4ury  of  the  populace,  the  mod  dangerous  of  all  in-  c  H  A  P. 
itruments,  and  the  leaft  anfwerable  for  their  excefles.  v;  , 

A  charge  was  drawn  up  againft  the  king,  in  which,  I347-. 
even  though  it  was  framed  by  his  inveterate  enemies,  l3&  Jan- 
nothing  bat  his  narrow  genius,  or  his  misfortunes, 
were  objected  to  him  :  For  the  greateft  malice  found 
no  particular  crime  with  which  it  could  reproach 
this  unhappy  prince.  He  was  accufed  of  incapa- 
city for  government,  of  wafting  his  time  in  idle 
amufements,  of  neglecting  public  bufmefs,  of  being 
fwayed  by  evil  counfellors,  of  having  loft,  by  his 
mifconduct,  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  and  part  of 
Guierme  ;  and  to  fwell  the  charge,  even  the  death  of 
fome  barons,  and  the  imprifonment  of  fome  prelates, 
convicted  of  treafon,  were  laid  to  his  account u.  It 
was  in  vain,  amidft  the  violence  of  arms  and  tumult 
of  the  people,  to  appeal  either  to  law  or  to  reafon  : 
The  depofition  of  the  king,  without  any  appearing 
oppofition,  was  voted  by  parliament :  The  prince, 
already  declared  regent  by  his  party w,  was  placed  on 
the  throne :  And  a  deputation  was  fent  to  Edward 
at  Kenelworth,  to  require  his  refignation,  which 
menaces  and  terror  foon  extorted  from  him. 

But  it  was  impomble  that  the  people,  however 
corrupted  by  the  barbarity  of  the  times,  ftill  farther 
enflamed  by  faction,  could  for  ever  remain  infen- 
iible  to  the  voice  of  nature.  Here,  a  wife  had  firft 
deferted,  next  invaded,  and  then  dethroned  her  huf- 
band  ;  had  made  her  minor  foil  an  inftrument  in 
this  unnatural  treatment  of  his  father  •,  had  by  lying 
pretences,  feduced  the  nation  into  a  rebellion  againlfc 
their  fovereign ;  had  pufhed  them  into  violence  and 
cruelties  that  had  difhc-noured  them :  All  thofe  cir- 
cumftances  were  fo  odious  in  themfelves,  and  formed 
fuch  a  complicated  fcene  of  guilt,    that  the  lead 

"  Knyghton,  p.  2765,  2766.    Brady's  App.  N°  72. 
w  Rymer,  vol,  iv.  p.  137.    Walling,  p.  125. 
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c  hap.  flection  fufficed  to  open   men's  eyes,     and   make 
XIV-      them  deteft  this  flagrant  infringement  of  every  pub- 
lic and  private  duty.     The  fufpicions  which  foon 
arofe  of  Ifabella's  criminal  commerce  with  Mor- 
timer, the  proofs  which  daily  broke  out  of  this  part 
of  her  guilt,  increafed  the  general  abhorence  againft 
her ;  and  her  hypocrify,  in  publicly  bewailing  with 
tears  the  king's  unhappy  fatex,   was  not  able  to 
deceive  even  the  inoft  ftupid  and  moft  prejudiced  of 
her  adherents.     In  proportion  as  the  queen  became 
the  obje£t  of  public  hatred,  the  dethroned  monarch, 
who  had  been  the  victim  of  her  crimes  and  her  am- 
bition,   was   regarded  with   pity,    with  friendihip, 
with  veneration :  And  men  became  fenfible,  that  all 
his  mifconduct,  which  faction  had  fo  much  exagge- 
rated, had  been  owing  to  the  unavoidable  weaknefs, 
not  to  any  voluntary   depravity  of  his  character. 
The  earl  of  Liecefler,    now  earl  of  Lancafter,  to 
whofe  cuflody  he  had  been  committed,  was  foon 
touched  with  thofe  generous  fentiments  ;  and  befides 
ufing  his  prifoner  with  gentlenefs  and  humanity,  he 
was  fufpected  to  have  entertained    (till  more  ho- 
nourable intentions  in  his  favour.     The  king,  there- 
fore, was  taken  from  his  hands,  and  delivered  over 
to  lord  Berkeley,    and  Mautravers,  and  Gournay, 
who  were  entruiled  alternately,  each  for  a  month, 
with  the  charge  of  guarding  him.     While  he  was 
in  the  cuftody  of  Berkeley,  he  was  ftill  treated  with 
the  gentlenefs  due  to  his  rank  and  his  misfortunes ; 
but  when  the  turn  of  Mautravers  and  Gournay  came, 
every  fpecies  of  indignity  was  praclifed  againft  him, 
as  if  their  intention  had  been  to  break  entirely  the 
prince's  fpirit,  and  to  employ  his  forrows  and  afflic- 
tions, inilead  of  more  violent  and  more  dangerous 
expedients,  for  the  inftruments  of  his  murder y.     It 
is  reported  that  one  day,  when  Edward  was  to  be 

*  Waiting  p.  126.  y  Anonymi  Hift.  p.  S38. 
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maved,    they  ordered  cold  and  dirty  water  to  be  c  H  A  p. 
brought  from  the  ditch  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  when  i^JY^j 
he  defired  it  to  be  changed,  and  was  frill  denied  his      i3a7. 
requeft,    he  burft  into  tears,    which    bedewed  his 
cheeks ;    and  he   exclaimed,  that  in  fpite  of  their 
infolence,  he  mould  be  fhaved  with  clean  and  warm 
water2.     But  as  this  method  of  laying  Edward  in 
his  grave  appeared  (till  too  flow  to  the  impatient 
Mortimer,  he  fecretly  fent  orders  to  the  two  keepers, 
who  were  at  his  devotion,  inilantly  to  difpatch  him  ; 
and  thefe  ruffians  contrived  to  make  the  manner  of 
his  death  as  cruel  and  barbarous  as  poiiible.     Tak- 
ing advantage  of  Berkeley's  ficknefs,  in  whofe  cuf- 
tody  he  then  was,  and  who  was  thereby  incapacitated 
from  attending  his  charge  * ;  they  came  to  Berkeley- 
call  le,  and  put  themfelves  in  pofleffion  of  the  king's 
perfon.      They  threw  him   on  a  bed  ;    held  him  21  Sept. 
down  violently  with  a  table,  which  they  fluno-  over  TIie,kin^ 

,.  ,        n  .J       ,  .     c       ,  1,.         °    ,  .   ,     muruered, 

fiim  ;  thrult  into  his  fundament  a  red  hot  iron,  which 
they  inferted  through  a  horn  :  and  though  the  out- 
ward marks  of  violence  upon  his  perfon  were  pre- 
vented by  this  expedient,  the  horrid  deed  was  dis- 
covered to  all  the  guards  and  attendants  by  the 
fcreams  with  which  the  agonizing  king  filled  the 
cattle,  while  his  bowels  were  confirming. 

Go  urn  ay  and  Mautr  avers  were  held  in  general 
deteftation  ;  and  when  the  enfuing  revolution  in 
England  threw  their  protectors  from  power,  they 
found  it  neceiTary  to  provide  for  their  fafety  by 
flying  the  kingdom.  Gournay  was  afterwards  feized 
at  Marfeilles,  delivered  over  to  the  fenefchal  of 
Guienne,  put  on  board  a  fhip  with  a  view  of  carry- 
ing him  to  England  ;  but  he  was  beheaded  at  fta  by 
lecret  orders,  as  was  fuppofed,  from  fome  nobles 
and  prelates  in  England,  anxious  to  prevent  any  dif- 
covery  which  he  might  make  of  his  accomplice?, 
Mautravers  concealed  himfelf  for  feveral  years  in 

f  T»  de  la  More,  p.  Coz.  a  Cotton's  Abrid.  p.  S. 
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CHAT-  Germany  ;    but  having  found  means  of  rendering 
XIV-     fome  fervice  to  Edward  III.  he  ventured  to  approach 
1327T"  k's  Per^on?  threw  himfelr  on  his  knees  before  him, 
fubmitted  to  mercy,  and  received  a  pardon  b. 

His  cha-  It  is  not  eafy  to  imagine  a  man  more  innocent 
and  inoffenfive  than  the  unhappy  king  whofe  tra- 
gical death  we  have  related  ;  nor  a  prince  lefs  fitted 
for  governing  that  fierce  and  turbulent  people  fub- 
jected  to  his  authority.  He  was  obliged  to  devolve 
on  others  the  weight  of  government,  which  he  had 
neither  ability  nor  inclination  to  bear :  The  fame 
indolence  and  want  of  penetration  led  him  to  make 
choice  of  minifters  and  favourites  who  were  not 
always  the  belt  qualified  for  the  trull  committed  to 
them :  The  feditious  grandees,  pleafed  with  his 
wreaknefs,  yet  complaining  of  it ;  under  pretence  of 
attacking  his  miniiters,  infulted  his  perfon  and  in- 
vaded his  authority :  And  the  impatient  populace, 
mi  flaking  the  fource  of  their  grievances,  threw  all 
the  blame  upon  the  king,  and  increafed  the  public 
diforders  by  their  faction  and  violence.  It  was  in 
vain  to  look  for  protection  from  the  laws,  whofe 
voice,  always  feeble  in  thofe  times,  was  not  heard 
amidft  the  din  of  arms:  What  could  not  defend  the 
king  was  lefs  able  to  give  fhelter  to  any  of  the  peo- 
ple :  The  whole  machine  of  government  was  torn 
in  pieces  with  fury  and  violence :  And  men,  in- 
llead  of  regretting  the  manners  of  their  age,  and  the 
form  of  their  constitution,  which  required  the  molt 
Heady  and  molt  ikilful  hand  to  conduct  them,  im- 
puted all  errors  to  the  perfon  who  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  be  entrufied  with  the  reins  of  empire. 

But  though  fuch  mittakes  are  natural  and  almoft 
unavoidable,  while  the  events  are  recent,  it  is  a 
fhaineiui  delufion  in  modern  hiftorians,  to  imagine 
that  all  the  ancient  princes  who  were  unfortunate 
in  their  government,  were  alfo  tyrannical  in  their 

l»  Cotton's  Abridg.  p.  66.  Si.    Rymer.  vol.  v.  p.  600. 
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conduct,  and  that  the  feditions  of  the  people  always  c  ^  p* 

proceeded  from  fome  invafion  of  their  privileges  by  , *  j 

the  monarch.  Even  a  great  and  a  good  king  was  not  wi* 
in  that  age  fecure  againft  faction  and  rebellion,  as 
appears  in  the  cafe  of  Henry  II.  ;  but  a  great  king 
had  the  beft  chance,  as  we  learn  from  the  hiitory  of 
the  fame  period,  for  quelling  and  fubduing  them. 
Compare  the  reigns  and  characters  of  Edward  I.  and 
II.  The  father  made  feveral  violent  attempts  againft 
the  liberties  of  the  people  :  His  barons  oppofed 
him:  He  was  obliged,  at  lead  found  it  prudent,  to 
fubmit:  But  as  they  dreaded  his  valour  aud  abilities, 
they  were  content  with  reafonable  fatisfaction,  and 
pufhed  no  farther  their  advantages  againft  him.  The 
facility  and  weaknefs  of  the  ion,  not  his  violence, 
threw  every  thing  into  confufion  :  The  laws  and  go- 
vernment were  overturned :  an  attempt  to  reinftate 
them  was  an  unpardonable  crime  :  And  no  atone- 
ment, but  the  depofition  and  tragical  death  of  the 
king  himfelf,  could  give  thofe  barons  contentment. 
It  is  eafy  to  fee  that  a  conftitution  which  depended 
fo  much  on  the  perforial  charadter  of  the  prince,,  muff. 
necefTarily,  in  many  of  its  parts,  be  a  government  of 
will,  not  of  laws.  But  always  to  throw,  without  dis- 
tinction, the  blame  of  all  diforders  upon  the  fovereign, 
would  introduce  a  fatal  error  in  politics,  and  ferve  as 
a  perpetual  apology  for  treafon  and  rebellion  :  As  if 
the  turbulence  of  the  great,  and  madnefs  of  the  peo- 
ple, were  not,  equally  with  the  tyranny  of  princes, 
evils  incident  to  human  fociety,  and  no  lefs  carefully 
to  be  guarded  againit  in  every  well-regulated  con- 
ititution. 

While  thefe  abominable   fcenes  palTed   in  Eng-  Mifcella- 
land,  the  theatre   of  France   was  Itained    with   a  »eous 
wickednefs  equally  barbarous,  and  ftill  more  public  5ranfaf- 
and  deliberate.      I  he  order  or  knights  templars  had  jng  this 
arifen  during  the  firft  fervour  of  the  Crufades;  and  reign. 
uniting  the  two  qualities,  the  molt  popular   in   that 
age,  devotion  and  valour,  and  exercifing  both  in  the 
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c  H  A  p.  moil  popular  of  all  enterprifes,  the  defence  of  the 
'_,  Holy  Land,  they  had  made  rapid  advances  in  credit 
J3i7.  and  authority,  and  had  acquired,  from  the  piety  of 
the  faithful,  ample  pofiemons  in  every  country  of 
Europe,  efpecially  in  France.  Their  great  riches, 
joined  to  the  courfe  of  time,  had,  by  degrees,  re- 
laxed the  feverity  of  thefe  virtues  ;  and  the  templars 
had  in  a  great  meafure  loft  that  popularity  which 
firft  raifed  them  to  honour  and  diftinction.  Ac- 
quainted from  experience  with  the  fatigues  and  dan- 
gers of  thofe  fruitlefs  expeditions  to  the  eaft,  they 
rather  chofe  to  enjoy  in  eafe  their  opulent  revenues 
in  Europe :  And  being  all  men  of  birth,  educated, 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  that  age,  without  any 
tincture  of  letters,  they  fcorned  the  ignoble  occu- 
pations of  a  monaftic  life,  and  pafled  their  time 
wholly  in  the  fafhionable  amufements  of  hunting, 
gallantry,  and  the  pleafures  of  the  table.  Their  rival 
order,  that  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem,  whofe  poverty 
had  as  yet  preferved  them  from  like  corruptions, 
{till  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  their  enterprifes 
againft  the  infidels,  and  fucceeded  to  all  the  popula- 
rity, which  was  loft  by  the  indolence  and  luxury  of 
the  templars.  But  though  thefe  reafons  had  weakened 
the  foundations  of  this  order,  once  fo  celebrated  and 
revered,  the  immediate  caufe  of  their  deftruction 
proceeded  from  the  cruel  and  vindictive  fpirit  of 
Philip  the  Fair,  who,  having  entertained  a  private 
difguft  againft  fome  eminent  templars,  determined 
to  gratify  at  once  his  avidity  and  revenge,  by  in- 
volving the  whole  order  in  an  undiftinguifhed  ruin. 
On  no  better  information  than  that  of  two  knights, 
condemned  by  their  fuperiors  to  perpetual  impri- 
fonment  for  their  vices  and  profligacy,  he  ordered 
on  one  day  all  the  templars  m  France  to  be  com- 
mitted to  prifon,  and  imputed  to  them  fuch  enor- 
mous and  abfurd  crimes,  as  are  fufficient  of  them- 
felves to  deftroy  all  the  credit  of  the  accufation.  Be* 
fides  their  being  univerfally  charged  with  murder, 
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robbery,  and  vices  the  moll  mocking  to  nature ;  c  H  ^  p- 
every  one  it  was  pretended,  whom  they  received  into  L^v-i** 
their  order,  was  obliged  to  renounce  his  faviour,  to  1327. 
fpit  upon  the  crofs  c,  and  to  join  to  this  impiety  the 
fuperflition  of  worshipping  a  gilded  head,  which  was 
fecretly  kept  in  one  of  their  houfes  at  Marseilles. 
They  alfo  initiated,  it  was  faid,  every  candidate  by 
fuch  infamous  rites,  as  could  ferve  to  no  other  pur- 
pofe,  than  to  degrade  the  order  in  his  eyes,  and  de- 
•itroy  for  ever  the  authority  of  all  his  fuperiors  over 
himd.  Above  a  hundred  of  thefe  unhappy  gentle- 
men were  put  to  the  queftion,  in  order  to  extort 
from  them  a  confedion  of  their  guilt :  The  more 
obftinate  perifhed  in  the  hands  of  their  tormentors : 
Several,  to  procure  immediate  eafe  in  the  violence 
of  their  agonies,  acknowledged  whatever  was  re- 
quired of  them:  Forged  confeffions  were  imputed 
to  others :  And  Philip,  as  if  their  guilt  were  now 
certain,  proceeded  to  a  confifcation  of  all  their  trea- 
sures. But  no  fooner  were  the  templars  relieved 
from  their  tortures,  than,  preferring  the  mod:  cruel 
execution  to  a  life  with  infamy,  they  difavowed  their 
confeilions,  exclaimed  againft  the  forgeries,  juflified 
the  innocence  of  their  order,  and  appealed  to  all  the 
gallant  actions  performed  by  them  in  ancient  or 
later  times,  as  a  full  apology  for  their  conduct.  The 
tyrant,  enraged  at  this  disappointment,  and  think- 
ing himfelf  now  engaged  in  honour  to  proceed  to 
extremities,  ordered  fifty-four  of  them,  whom  he 
branded  as  relapfed  heretics,  to  perifh  by  the  pu- 
nifhment  of  fire  in  his  capital  :  Great  numbers  ex- 
pired after  a  like  manner  in  other  parts  of  the  king- 
dom :  And  when  he  found  that  the  perfeverance  of 
thefe  unhappy  victims,  in  juftifying  to  the  lall  their 
innocence,  had  made  deep  impreflion  on  the  fpec- 
tators,  he  endeavoured  to  overcome  the  conftancy 

c  Rymer,  vol  iii.  p.  31.  101. 

d  Jt  was  pretended  that  he  kifiid  the  knights  who  received  him  on 
the  mouth,  navel,  and  breech.    Dupuy,  p.  15,  16.     Waif.  p.  99. 
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of  the  templars  by  new  inhumanities.  The  grand 
matter  of  the  order,  John  de  Molay,  and  another 
•*&>?.  great  officer,  brother  to  the  fovereign  of  Dauphiny, 
were  conducted  to  a  fcaffold,  erected  before  the 
church  of  Notredame,  at  Paris ;  a  full  pardon  was 
oifered  them  on  the  one  hand  ;  the  fire,  deftined 
for  their  execution,  was  mown  them  on  the  other  : 
Thefe  gallant  nobles  (till  perfifted  in  the  proteftations 
of  their  own  innocence  and  that  of  their  order  ;  and 
were  inftantly  hurried  into  the  flames  by  the  execu- 
tioner e. 

In  all  this  barbarous  injuftice,  Clement  V.,who 
was  the  creature  of  Philip,  and  then  refided  in  France, 
fully  concurred  ;  and  without  examining  a  witnefs, 
or  making  any  enquiry  into  the  truth  of  facts,  he 
furnmarily,  by  the  plenitude  of  his  apoftolic  power, 
aboliihed  the  whole  order.  The  templars  all  over 
Europe  were  thrown  into  prifon  ;  their  conduct  un- 
derwent a  ftrict  fcrutiny  4  the  power  of  their  enemies 
(till  purfued  and  opprefled  them ;  but  no  where,  ex- 
cept in  France,  were  the  fmalleft  traces  of  their  guilt 
pretended  to  be  found.  England  fent  an  ample  tes- 
timony of  their  piety  and  morals  ;  but  as  the  order 
was  now  annihilated,  the  knights  were  diftributed 
into  feveral  -convents,  and  their  poffeffions  were,  by 
command  of  the  pope,  transferred  to  the  order  of 
St.  John f.  We  now  proceed  to  relate  fome  other 
•detached  tranfactions  of  the  prefent  period. 

The  kingdom  of  England  was  afflicted  with  a 
grievous  famine  during  feveral  years  of  this  reign. 
Perpetual  rains  and  cold  weather  not  only  deftroyed 
the  harveft,  but  bred  a  mortality  among  the  cattle, 
and  raifed  every  kind  of  food  to  an  enormous  price5. 
The  parliament,  in  13  15,  endeavoured  to  fix  more 
moderate  rates  to  commodities  ;  not  fenfible  that 
fuch  an  attempt  was  impracticable,  and  that,  were 

*  Vertot,  vol.  ii.  p.  142.  f  Rymer,  vol.  it?,  p.  323.  956. 
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it  poilible  to  reduce  the  price  of  provisions  by  any  c  HAP. 
other  expedient  than  by  introducing  plenty,  nothing   ^^^-^j 
could   be   more  pernicious   and  deftructive  to   the      132?. 
public.     Where  the  produce  of  a  year,  for  inftance, 
falls  fofar  ffiort,  as  to  afford  full  fubfiftence  only  for 
nine  months,  the  only  expedient  for  making  it  lad 
all  the  twelve,  is  to  raife  the  prices,  to  put  the  peo- 
ple by  that  means   on  fhort  allowance,  and  oblige 
them  to  fave  their  food  till  a  more  plentiful  feafon. 
But,  in  reality,  the  increafe  of  prices  is  a  neceffary 
confequence  of  fcarcity ;    and  laws,  inftead  of  pre- 
venting it,  only  aggravate  the  evil,  by  cramping  and 
reftraining  commerce.    The  parliament  accordingly, 
in  the  enfuing  year,  repealed  their  ordinance,  which 
they  had  found  ufelefs  and  burthenfome  \ 

The  prices  affixed  by  the  parliament  are  fome- 
what  remarkable :  Three  pounds  twelve  millings  of 
our  prefent  money  for  the  befr.  flailed  ox  :  for  other 
oxen,  two  pounds  eight  millings  :  A  fat  hog  of  two 
years  old,  ten  millings  :  A  fat  wether  unlhorn,  a 
crown  ;  if  morn,  three  millings  and  fix-pence  :  A 
fat  goofe,  feven-pence  halfpenny  :  A  fat  capon,  fix- 
pence  :  A  fat  hen,  three-pence :  Two  chickens, 
three-pence  :  Four  pigeons,  three-pence  :  Two  do- 
zen of  eggs,  three-pence '.  If  we  confider  thefe 
prices,  we  fhall  find  that  butcher's  meat,  in  this  time 
of  great  fcarcity,  muff  frill  have  been  ibid,  by  the 
parliamentary  ordinance,  three  times  cheaper  than 
our  middling  prices  at  prefent  :  Poultry  fomewhat 
lower ;  becaufe,  being  now  conlidered  as  a  delicacy, 
it  has  rifen  beyond  its  proportion.  In  the  country 
places  of  Ireland  and  Scotland,  where  delicacies  bear 
no  price, poultry  is  at  prefent  as  cheap,  if  not  cheaper 
than  butcher's  meat.  But  the  inference  I  would 
draw  from  the  comparifon  of  prices  is  ffill  more  con- 
fiderable  :    I  fuppofe  that  the  rates,  affixed  by  par- 

h  Walfingham,  p.  107. 
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c  II A  P.  Hament,  were  inferior  to  the  ufual  market  prices  in 
thofe  years  of  famine  and  mortality  of  cattle  ;  and 
that  theie  commodities,  inflead  of  a  third,  had  really 
rifen  to  a  half  of  the  prefent  value.  But  the  famine 
at  that  time  was  fo  confuming,  that  wheat  was  fome- 
times  fold  for  above  four  pounds  ten  millings  a 
quarter  k,  umally  for  three  pounds ' ;  that  is,  twice 
our  middling  prices  :  A  certain  proof  of  the  wretched 
flate  of  tillage  in  thofe  ages.  We  formerly  found, 
that  the  middling  price  of  corn  in  that  period  was 
half  of  the  prefent  price  ;  while  the  middling  price 
of  cattle  was  only  an  eighth  part  :  We  here  find  the 
fame  immenfe  difproportion  in  years  of  fcarcity.  It 
may  thence  be  inferred  with  certainty,  that  the  raifmg 
of  corn  was  a  fpecies  of  manufactory,  which  few  in 
that  age  could  practife  with  advantage  :  And  there  is 
reafon  to  think,  that  other  manufactures  more  re- 
lined,  were  fold  even  beyond  their  prefent  prices.: 
At  lead  there  is  a  demonftration  for  it  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VII.  from  the  rates  affixed  to  fcarlet  and 
other  broad  cloth  by  act  of  parliament.  During  all 
thofe  times,  it  was  ufual  for  the  princes  and  great 
nobility  to  make  fettlements  of  their  velvet  beds  and 
fiiken  robes,  in.  the  fame  manner  as  of  their  eftates 
and  manors  m.  In  the  lift  of  jewels  and  plate  which 
had  belonged  to  the  oftentatious  Gavafton,  and  which 
the  king  recovered  from  the  earl  of  Lancafter  after 
the  murder  of  that  favourite,  we  find  fome  embroi- 
dered girdles,  flowered  fhirts,  and  filk  waiftcoatsn. 
It  was  afterwards  one  article  of  acculation  againfl 
that  potent  and  opulent  earl,  when  he  was  put  to 
death,  that  he  had  purloined  fome  of  that  finery  of 
Gavaflon's.  The  ignorance  of  thofe  ages  in  manu- 
factures, and  ftill  more,  their  unfkilfui  hufbandry, 
feem  a  clear  proof  that  the  country  was  then  far  from 
being  populous. 

*  Murimuth,  p.  48.  Walfingham,  p  108,  fays  itrofe  to  fix  pounds. 

1  Ypod.  Neuft.  p.  50Z.     Trivet,  cont.  p.  18. 

a  Dugdak,  paffim.  n  Hyjnei^  Tjl.-iii.  p.  388. 
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All  trade  and  manufactures  indeed  were  then  at   c  h  \  p. 

VTVT 

a  very  low  ebb.     The  only  country  in  the  northern  "^ 

parts  of  Europe,  where  they  feem  to  have  rifen  to  1327. 
any  tolerable  degree  of  improvement,  was  Flanders. 
When  Robert,  earl  of  that  country,  was  applied  to 
by  the  king,  and  was  defired  to  break  off  commerce 
with  the  Scots,  whom  Edward  called  his  rebels,  and 
reprefented  as  excommunicated  on  that  account  by 
the  church,  the  earl  replied,  that  Flanders  was  always 
confidered  as  common,  and  free  and  open  to  all 
nations  °. 

The  petition  of  the  elder  Spenfer  to  parliament, 
complaining  of  the  devastation  committed  on  his 
lands  by  the  barons,  contains  feveral  particulars  which 
are  curious,  and  difcover  the  manners  of  the  age  p. 
He  affirms,  that  they  had  ravaged  hxty-three  manors 
belonging  to  him,  and  he  makes  his  lofTes  amount  to 
46,000  pounds  ;  that  is,  to  138,000  of  our  prefent 
money.  Among  other  particulars,  he  enumerates 
28,000  fheep,  ioco  oxen  and  heifers,  1200  cows 
with  their  breed  for  two  years,  560  cart  horfes,  2000 
hogs,  together  with  600  bacons,  80  carcafes  of  beef, 
and  600  muttons  in  the  larder  ;  ten  tuns  of  cyder, 
arms  for  200  men,  and  other  warlike  engines  and 
provifions.  The  plain  inference  is,  that  the  greater 
part  of  Spenfer's  vaft  eftate,  as  well  as  the  eftates  of 
the  other  nobility,  was  farmed  by  the  landlord  him- 
felf,  managed  by  his  Itewards  or  bailiffs,  and  culti- 
vated by  his  villains.  Little  or  none  of  it  was  let 
on  leafe  to  hufbandmen  :  Its  produce  was  conlumed 
in  ruftic  hofpitality  by  the  baron  or  his  officers  :  A 
great  number  of  idle  retainers,  ready  for  any  diforder 
or  mifchief,  were  maintained  by  him  :  All  who  lived 
upon  his  eltate  were  abfolutely  at  his  difpofal  :  In- 
ftead  of  applying  to  courts  of  juflice,    he    ulually 

0  Rymer,  vol.  Hi,  p.  770.      ~      P  Brady's   Hift.  vol.  ii.    p.  14?. 
from  Ciauf.  1  j  Edw.  II.  M.  14.    Dorf.  in  cedula. 
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c  HA  P.  fought  redrefs  by  open  force  and  violence :  The 
i^r^^j  great   nobility  were  a  kind  of   independent  poten- 
1327.      tates,  who,  if  they  fubmitted  to  any  regulations  at 
all5   were  lefs  governed  by  the  municipal  law,  than 
by  a  rude  fpecies  of  the  law  of  nations.     The  mea- 
thod  in  which  we  find  they  treated  the  king's  fa- 
vourites and  minifters,  is  a  proof  of  their  ufual  way 
of  dealing   with  each  other.     A  party  which  com- 
plains of  the  arbitrary  conduct  of  minifters,  ought 
naturally  to  affect  a  great  regard  for  the  laws   and 
conftitution,  and  maintain  at  lead  the  appearance  of 
juftice  in  their  proceedings :  Yet  thofe  barons,  when 
difcontented,    came  to  parliament  with  an  armed 
force,  constrained   the  king  to  affent  tq  their  mea- 
fures,  and  without  any  trial  or  witnefs  or  conviction, 
paHed,  from  thejpretended  notoriety  of  facts,  an  act 
of  banilhment    or    attainder  againft  the  minifler, 
which,   on  the  firft  revolution  of  fortune,  was  re- 
verfed  by  like  expedients.     The  parliament,  during 
factious  times,  was  nothing  but  the  organ  of  prefent 
power.     Though  the  perfons,  of  whom  it  was  chiefly 
compofed,  feemed  to  enjoy  great  independence,  they 
really  poffeifed  no  true  liberty  ;  and  the  fecurity  of 
each  individual  among  them,  was  not  fo  much  de- 
rived from  the  general  protection  of  law,  as  from  his 
own  private  power  and  that  of  his  confederates.  The 
authority  of  the  monarch,  though  far  from  abfolute, 
was  irregular,  and  might  often  reach  him  :  The  cur- 
rent of  a  faction  might  overwhelm  him  :   A  hundred 
confiderations,  of  benefits  and  injuries,  friendfhips 
and  animofities,  hopes  and  fears,  were  able  to  influ- 
ence his  conduct ;  and  amidft  thefe  motives  a  regard 
to  equity  and  law  and  juftice  was  commonly,  in  thofe 
rude  ages,  of  little  moment.     Nor  did  any  man  en- 
tertain thoughts  of  oppofing  prefent  power,  who  did 
not  deem  himfelf  itrqng  enough  to  difpute  the  field 
with  it  by  force,  and  was  not  prepared  to  give  battle 
to  the  fovereign  or  the  ruling  party, 
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Sef6re  I  conclude  this  reign,  I  cannot  forbear  CHAP- 
Snaking  another  remark,  drawn  from  the  detail  of  ^^^ 
lofles  given  in  by  the  elder  Spenfer ;  particularly,  ,3a7. 
the  great  quantity  of  faked  meat  which  he  had  in 
his  larder,  600  bacons,  80  carcafes  of  beef,  600 
muttons.  We  may  obferve  that  the  outrage  of 
which  he  complained  began  after  the  third  of  May, 
or  the  eleventh  new  ftyle,  as  we  learn  from  the  fmie 
paper.  It  is  eafy  therefore  to  conjecture,  what  a  vaft 
ftore  of  the  fame  kind  he  muff  have  laid  up  at  the 
beginning  of  winter  ;  and  we  may  draw  a  new  con-, 
clufion  with  regard  to  the  wretched  (late  of  ancient 
husbandry,  which  could  not  provide  fubfiftence  for 
the  cattle  during  winter,  even  in  fuch  a  temperate 
climate  as  the  fouth  of  England  ;  For  Spenfer  had. 
but  one  manor  fo  far  north  as  Yorkfhire.  There 
being  few  or  no  inclofures,  except  perhaps  for  deer, 
no  fown  graft,  little  hay,  and  no  other  refource  or 
feeding  cattle  ;  the  barons,  as  well  as  the  people^ 
were  obliged  to  kill  and  fait  their  oxen  and  fheep  in 
the  beginning  of  winter,  before  they  became  lean, 
Upon  the  common  pafture  5  a  precaution  fall  prac- 
tifed  with  regard  to  oxen  in  the  lead  cultivated  parts 
of  this  ifland.  The  falting  of  mutton  is  a  miferable 
expedient,  which  has  every  where  been  long  diiufed. 
From  this  circumdance,  however  trivial  in  appear- 
ance, may  be  drawn  important  inferences  with  regard 
to  the  domeitic  ceconomy  and  manner  of  life  in  thofe 
ages. 

The  diforders    of  the  times,    from  foreign  wars 

3  O 

and  inteitine  diffenhons,  but  above  all,  the  cruel  fa- 
mine, which  obliged  the  nobility  to  difmifs  many  of 
their  retainers,  increafed  the  number  of  robbers  in 
the  kingdom  ;  and  no  place  was  fecure  from  their 
incurfions5.  They  met  in  troops  like  armies,  and 
over-ran  the  country.  Two  cardinals  themiclves, 
the  pope's  legates,    notwithftandifig  the  numerous, 

s  Ypod.  Neuft,  p.  scz.    Waif.  p.  307. 
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chap,  train  which   attended  them,   were  robbed,  and  de- 
XIV"  t  fpoiled  of  their  goods  and  equipage,  when  they  tra- 
velled on  the  highway  \ 

Among  the  other  wild  fancies  of  the  age,  it  was 
imagined,  that  the  perfons  arfecled  with  leprofy,  a 
difeafe  at  that  time  very  common,  probably  from  bad 
diet,  had  confpired  with  the  Saracens  to  poifon  all 
the  fprings  and  fountains ;  and  men  being  glad  of 
any  pretence  to  get  rid  of  thofe  who  were  a  burthen 
to  them,  mamy  of  thofe  unhappy  people  were  burnt 
alive  on  this  chimerical  imputation.  Several  Jews 
alfo  were  punifhed  in  their  perfons,  and  their  goods 
were  connfcated  on  the  fame  account u. 

Stowe,  in  his  Survey  of  London,  gives  us  a  cu- 
rious inftance  of  the  hofpitality  of  the  ancient  nobi- 
lity in  this  period :  It  is  taken  from  the  accounts  of 
the  cofferer  or  fteward  of  Thomas  earl  of  Lancafter, 
and  contains  the  expences  of  that  earl  during  the 
year  1 3 1 3,  which  was  not  a  year  of  famine.  For  the 
pantry,  buttery,  and  kitchen,  3405  pounds,  for  369 
pipes  of  red  wine,  and  two  of  white,  104  pounds, 
&c.  The  whole  7309  pounds ;  that  is,  near  22,000 
pounds  of  our  prefent  money ;  and  making  allow- 
ance for  the  cheapnefs  of  commodities,  near  a  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds. 

I  have  feen  a  French  manufcript,  containing  ac- 
counts of  fome  private  difburfements  of  this  king. 
There  is  an  article,  among  others,  of  a  crown  paid 
to  one  for  making  the  king  laugh.  To  judge  by  the 
events  of  the  reicm,  this  ouQ.ht  not  to  have  been  an 
eafy  undertaking. 

This  king  left  four  children,  two  fons  and  two 
daughters :  Edward,  his  elded  fon  and  fucceflbr ; 
John,  created  afterwards  earl  of  Cornwal,  who  died 
young  at  Perth ;  Jane,  afterwards  married  to  David 
Bruce  king  of  Scotland  ;  and  Eleanor,  married  to 
Reo-inald  count  of  Gueklres. 


-&■ 


f  Ypod.Neuft.  p.  .503.      T.  de  la  More,  p.  594.     Trivet,  cont. 
p.  22.    Murimutb,  p.  51.  u  Ypodr  Neuft.  p.  504. 
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CHAP.    XV. 

EDWARD       III. 

War  with   Scotland Execution   of   the   earl   of 

Kent Execution    of  Mortimer  earl   of  March 

State   of  Scotland War  with  that   king- 
dom  Kijig's  claim  to  the  crown  of h  France- 
Preparations  for  war  with  France War- 


Naval  viclory Domefiic  difiurbances Af*- 

fairs  of  Britanny Renewal  of  the   war  with 

France hivafion  of  France Battle  of  Crecy 

War  with  Scotland Captivity  of  the  king 

of  Scots Calais  taken. 

THE  violent  party,  which  had  taken  arms  againfl  CHAP, 
Edward  II.  and  finally  depofed  that  unfortu-      X^L. 
nate  monarch,  deemed  it  requisite  for  their  future      ,3a7. 
fecurity  to  pay  fo  far  an  exterior  obeifance  to  the  law,  20th  Jan. 
as  to  defire  a  parliamentary  indemnity  for  all  their 
illegal   proceedings ;    on  account  of  the   neceflity 
which  it  was  pretended,  they  lay  under,   of  employ- 
ing force  againfl  the  Speniers  and  other  evil  coun- 
sellors, enemies  of  the  kingdom.     All  the  attainders 
alfo,  which  had  palled  againfl  the  earl  of  Iiancafter 
and  his  adherents,  when  the  chance  of  war  turned 
againfl  them,  were  eafily  reverfed  during  the  triumph 
of  their  party  w  ;  and  the  Spenfers,  whofe  former  at- 
tainder had  been  reverfed  by  parliament,  were  now 
again,  in  this  change  of  fortune,  condemned  by  the 
votes  of  their  enemies.     A  council  of  regency  was 
likewife  appointed  by  parliament,  confuting  of  twelve 
pcrfons  ;  live  prelates,  the  archbifhops  of  Canterbury 

w  Rymer,  vol.  iv.  p.  7,45.  257, 3 c8,  &c. 
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and  York,  the  bifhops  of  Whichever,  Worceftei', 
and  Hereford  ;  and  feven  lay  peers,  the  earls  of  Nor- 
folk, Kent,  and  Surrey,  and  the  lords  Wake,  Ing- 
ham, Piercy,  and  Rofs.  The  earl  of  Lancafter  wa9 
appointed  guardian  and  protector,  of  the  king's  per- 
fon,  But  though  it  was  reafonable  to  expect,  that,  as 
the  weaknefs  of  the  former  king  had  given  reins  to 
the  licentidufhefs  of  the  barons,  great  domeftic  tran- 
quillity would  not  prevail  during  the  prefent  mino- 
rity ;  the  firlt  difturbance  arofe  from  an  invafion  by 
foreign  enemies. 
War  with  The  king  of  Scots  declining  in  years  and  health, 
Scotland.  ^llt  retaining  Thill  that  martial  fpirit  which  had  raifed 
his  nation  from  the  lowed  ebb  of  fortune,  deemed 
the  prefent  opportunity  favourable  for  infefting  Eng- 
land. He  nrft  made  an  attempt  on  the  caflle  of 
Norham,  in  which  he  was  difappointed ;  he  then 
collected  an  army  of  25,000  men  on  the  frontiers, 
and  having  given  the  command  to  the  earl  of  Mur- 
ray and  lord  Douglas,  threatened  an  incurfion  into 
the  northern  counties.  The  EngiiiTi  regency,  after 
trying  in  vain  every  expedient  to  xeftore  peace  with 
Scotland,  made  vigorous  preparations  for  war  ;  and 
behdes  ailembiing  an  ErigKm  army  of  near  fixty 
thoufand  men,  they  invited  back  John  of  Hainault, 
and  fome  foreign  cavalry,  whom  they  had  difmiffed, 
and  whofe  dtfcipline  and  arms  had  appeared  fuperior 
to  thofe  of  their  own  country.  Young  Edward  him- 
felf,  burning  with  a  paflion  for  military  fame,  ap- 
peared at  the  head  of  thefe  numerous  forces  ;  and 
marched  from  Durham,  the  appointed  place  of  ren- 
dezvous, in  qiieft  of  the  enemy,  who  had  already- 
broken  into  the  frontiers,  and  were  laying  every  thing 
watte  around  them. 

Murray  and  Douglas  were  the  two  moll  cele- 
brated warriors,  bred  in  the  long  hoflilities  between 
the  Scots  and  Englifh  ;  and  their  forces,  trained  in 
the  fame  fchool,  and  enured  to  hardfhips,  fatigues, 
and  dangers,  were  perfectly  qualified,  by  their  habits 
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and  manner  of  life,  for  that  defultory  and  deftru&iye  C  H  A  p. 

war  which  they  carried  into  England.    Except  a  body  ^.J 

of  about  4000  cavalry,  well  armed,  and  fit  to  make      ,ja? 

a  fteady  imprefTion  in  battle,  the  reft  of  the  army  were 

light  armed  troops,  mounted 'on  fmall  horfes,  which 

found  fubfiftence  every  where,  and  carried  them  with 

rapid  and  unexpected  marches,  whether  they  meant 

to  commit  depredations  on  the  peaceable  inhabitants, 

or  to  attack  an  armed  enemy,  or  to  retreat  into  their 

own  country.     Their  whole  equipage  confided  of  a 

bag  of  oatmeal,  which,  as  a  fupply  in  cafe  of  necef- 

fity,  each  foldier  carried  behind  him  ;  together  with 

a  light  plate  of  iron,  on  which  he  inftantly  baked  the 

meal  into  a  cake  in  the  open  fields.     But  his  chief 

fubfiftence  was  the  cattle  which  he  feized  ;    and  his 

cookery  was  as  expeditious  as  all  his  ether  operations. 

After  flaying  the  animal,  he  placed  the  fkin,   loofe 

and  hanging  in  the  form  of  a  bag,  upon  fome  flakes  ; 

he  poured  water  into  it,  kindled   a  fire  below,  and 

thus  made  it  ferve  as  a  caldron  for  the  boiling  of  his 

victuals x. 

The  chief  difficulty  which  Edward  met  with,  after 
coinpofmg  fome  dangerous  frays  which  broke  out 
between  his  foreign  forces  and  the  Englifh  y,  was  to 
come  up  with  an  army  fo  rapid  in  its  marches,  and 
fo  little  incumbered  in  its  motions.  Though  the 
flame  and  finoke  of  burning  villages  directed  him 
fufficientiy  to  the  place  of  their  encampment,  he 
found,  upon  hurrying  thither,  that  they  had  already 
diilodged ;  and  he  foon  difcovered,  by  new  marks 
of  devaluation,  that  they  had  removed  to  fome  dif- 
tant  quarter.  After  haraffing  his  army  during  fome 
time  in  this  fruitlefs  chafe,  he  advanced  northwards, 
and  croffed  the  Tyne,  with  a  refolution  of  awaiting 
them  on  their  return  homewards,  and  taking  ven- 
geance for  all  their  depredations  \  But  that  whole 
country  was  already  fo  much  wailed  by  their  frequent 

x  Froifiavd,  liv.  iv.  chap.  18.  y  Ibid.  liv.  i,  chap.  17. 

?  Ibid.  liv.  iv.  chap.  19. 
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chap,  incurfions,  that  it  could  not  afford  fubfiftence  to  his 
army  ;    and  he  was  obliged  again  to  return  fouth- 
wardsj  and  change  his  plan  of  operations.     He  had 
now  loft  all  track  of  the  enemy  ;  and  though  he  pro- 
mifed  the  reward  of  a  hundred  pounds  a  year  to  any 
one  who  mould  him  bring  an  account  of  their  mo- 
tions, he  remained   unaclive  fome  days,  before  he 
received  any  intelligence   of  them  a.     He  found  at 
laft,  that  they  had  fixed  their  camp  on  the  fouthern 
banks  of  the  Were,  as  if  they  intended  to  await  a 
battle  ;    but  their   prudent  leaders  had  chofen  the 
ground    with    fuch    judgment,    that    the    Englifh, 
on  their  approach,  faw  it  impracticable,  without  te- 
merity, to  crofs  the  river  in  their  front,  and  attack 
them  in  their  prefent  fituation.     Edward,  impatient 
for  revenge  and  glory,  here  fent   them  a  defiance, 
and  challenged  them,  if  they  dared,  to  meet  him  in 
an  equal  field,  and  try  the  fortune  of  arms.     The 
bold  fplrit  of  Douglas  could  ill  brook  this  bravadoe, 
and  he  advifed  the  acceptance  of  the  challenge  ;  but 
he  was  over-ruled  by  Murray,  who   replied  to  Ed- 
ward, that  he  never  took  the  counfel  of  an  enemy 
n  any  of  his  operations.     The  king,  therefore,  kept 
ftill  his  pofition  oppofite  to  the  Scots  ;  and  daily  ex- 
pected, that  neceiiity  w7ould  oblige  them  to  change 
their  quarters,  and  give  him  an  opportunity  of  over- 
whelming them  with  fuperior  forces.     After  a  few 
4ays,  they  fuddenly  decamped,  and  marched  farther 
up  the  river  ;    but   ftill   pcfted  themielves  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  preferve  the  advantage  of  the  ground, 
if  the  enemy  mould  venture  to  attack  them  b.     Ed- 
ward infilled,  that  all  hazards  mould  be  run,  rather 
than  allow  thefe  ravagers  to   efcape  with  impunity  ; 
but  Mortimer's  authority  prevented  the  attack,  and 
oppofed  itfelf  to  the  valour  of  the  young  monarch. 
While   the   armies   lay  in  this  pofition,  an  incident 
happened  which  had  well  nigh  proved  fatal   to  the 

a  Rymer,  vol.  iv.  p.  312.     Froiflard,  liv.  iv.  chap.  19. 
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Englifh.  Douglas  having  gotten  the  word,  and  fur-  chap. 
veyed  exactly  the  fituation  of  the  Englifh  camp,  en-  x^ 
tered  it  fecretly  in  the  night-time,  with  a  body  of  two 
hundred  determined  foldiers,  and  advanced  to  the 
royal  tent,  with  a  view  of  killing  or  carrying  off  the 
king  in  the  midft  of  his  army.  But  fome  of  Ed- 
ward's attendants,  awaking  in  that  critical  moment, 
made  refinance  ;  his  chaplain  and  chamberlain  facri- 
ficed  their  lives  for  his  fafety  ;  the  king  himfelf,  after 
making  a  valorous  defence,  efcaped  in  the  dark : 
And  Douglas,  having  loft  the  greater  part  of  his 
followers,  was  glad  to  make  a  hafty  retreat  with  the 
remainder  c.  Soon  after,  the  Scottifh  army  decamped 
without  noife  in  the  dead  of  night ;  and  having  thus 
gotten  the  Hart  of  the  Englifli,  arrived  without  far- 
ther lofs  in  their  own  country.  Edward,  on  entering 
the  place  of  the  Scottifh  encampment,  found  only  fix 
Englifhmen,  whom  the  enemy,  after  breaking  their 
legs,  had  tied  to  trees,  in  order  to  prevent  their  car- 
rying any  intelligence  to  their  countrymen  d. 

The  king  was  highly  incenfed  at  the  difappoint- 
ment  which  he  had  met  with  in  his  firfl  enterprife, 
and  at  the  head  of  fo  gallant  an  army.  The  fymp- 
toms  which  he  had  difcovered  of  bravery  and  fpirit 
gave  extreme  fatisfaclion,  and  were  regarded  as  fure 
prognoflics  of  an  illuftrious  reign  :  But  the  general 
difpleafure  fell  violently  on  Mortimer,  who  was  al- 
ready the  object  of  public  odium  :  And  every  mea- 
fure  which  he  purfued,  tended  to  aggravate,  beyond 
all  bounds,  the  hatred  of  the  nation  both  againft  him 
and  queen  Ifabella. 

When  the  council  of  regency  was  formed,  Mor- 
timer, though  in  the  plenitude  of  his  power,  had 
taken  no  care  to  enfure  a  place  in  it  ;  but  this  fem- 
blance  of  moderation  was  only  a  cover  to  the  mod 
iniquitous  and  mod  ambitious  projects.  He  ren- 
dered that  council  entirely  ufelefs   by  ufurping  to 

c  Froiflard  ,  liv.  iv.  chap.  19.    Kemingford,  p.  268.    Ypotl.  N"Cuft. 
p.  509.    Knyghton,  p.  7,$$l.  d  FroifTarfi,  liv.  iv.  clup.  10. 
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himfelf  the  whole  fovereigri  authorVy  ;  he  fettled  on 
the  queen  dowager  the  greater  part  of  the  royal  re- 
venues ;  he  never  confulted  either  the  princes  of  the 
blood  or  the  nobility  in  any  public  meafure  ;  the  king 
himfelf  was  fo  befieged  by  his  creatures.,  that  no  ac-. 
cefs  could  be  procured  to  him  ;  and  all  the  envy 
which  had  attended  Gavaflon  and  Spenfer  fell  much 
more  defervedly  on  the  new  favourite. 
3320.  Mortimer,  fenfible  of  the  growing  hatred  of  the 

people,  thought  it  requifite  on  any  terms  to  fecure 
peace  abroad  ;  and  he  entered  into  a  negociation  with 
Robert  Bruce  for  that  purpofe.  As  the  claim  of  fu* 
periority  in  England,  more  than  any  other  caufe,  had 
tended  to  inflame  the  animofities  between  the  two 
nations,  Mortimer,  befides  Populating  a  marriage 
between  jane,  filler  of  Edward,  and  David,  the  ion 
and  heir  of  Robert,  confented  to  reiign  abfolutely 
this  claim,  to  give  up  all  the  homages  done  by  the 
Scottim  parliament  and  nobility,  and  to  acknowledge 
Robert  as  independent  fovereign  of  Scotland  e.  In 
return  for  thefe  advantages,  Robert  ilipulated  the 
payment  of  30,000  marks  to  England.  This  treaty 
was  ratified  by  parliament f ;  but  was  neverthelefs  the 
fource  of  great  difcontent  among  the  people,  who, 
having  entered  zealoufly  into  the  pretentions  of  Ed- 
ward I.  and  deeming  themfelves  difgraced  by  the  fuc- 
cefsful  refiftance  made  by  fo  inferior  a  nation,  were 
difappointed,  by  this  treaty,  in  all  future  hones  both 
of  eonqueif.  and  of  vengeance. 

The  princes  of  the  blood,  Kent,  Norfolk,  and 
Lancaiter,  were  much  united  in  their  councils  ;  and 
Mortimer  entertained  great  fufpicions  of  their  de- 
iigos  againft  him.  In  fummoning  them  to  parlia- 
ment, he  f Irictly  prohibited  them,  in  the  king's 
name,  from  coming  attended  by  an  armed  force, 
an  illegal  but  ufual  practice  in  that  age.     The  three 


c  Rymer,  p.  337.     Hcining.  p.  7.70.     Anon.  Ilifl.  p.  392. 
f  Ypo4.  Kuiit.  p  510. 
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earls,  as  they  approached  to  Salifbury,  the   place  CHAP. 
appointed  for   the  meeting  of  parliament,  found,  ^J^^j 
that  though  they  themfelves,  in  obedience  to  the      ,3ag. 
king's  command,  had  brought  only  their  ufual  re- 
tinue with  them,  Mortimer  and  his  party  were  at- 
tended by  all  their  followers  in  arms ;    and  they  be- 
gan with  fome  reafon   to  apprehend  a  dangerous 
defign  againft    the'1-  perfons.     They  retreated,  af- 
fembled  their  retainers,  and  were  returning  with  an 
army   to  take  vengeance  on  Mortimer ;  when  the 
weaknefs  of  Kent  and  Norfolk,  who  deferted  the 
common    caufe,    obliged    Lancaster    alfo    to   make 
his    fubmiilions s.     The   quarrel,  by   the  interpofi- 
tion  of  the  prelates,  feemed  for  the  prefent  to  be 
appeafed. 

But  Mortimer,  in  order  to  intimidate  the  princes,         „ 
determined  to   have   a  victim ;  and  the  fimplicity, 
with    the   good    intentions    of    the    earl   of   Kent, 
afforded  him  foon  after  an  opportunity  of  praclifing 
upon  him.      By  himfelf  and  his   emiilaries  he  en- 
deavoured to  perfuade  that  prince  that  his  brother 
king  Edward  was   (till  alive,  and  detained  in  fome 
fecret  prifon  in  England.     The  earl,  whofe  remorfes 
for  the  part  which  he  had  acted  againft  the  late  king- 
probably  inclined  him  to  give  credit  to  this  intelli- 
gence, entered  into  a  defign  of  reitoring  him  to  li- 
berty, of   reinitiating  him   on   the   throne,  and   of 
making   thereby  fome   atonement  for   the  injuries 
which  he  himfelf  had  unwarily  done  him  h.     After      J33o# 
this  harmlefs  contrivance  had  been  allowed  to  pro- 
ceed a  certain  length,  the  earl  was  feized  by  Morti- 
mer, was  accufed  before  the  parliament,  and   con- 
demned by  thofe  flavifh  though  turbulent  barons,  to 
loie  his  life  and  fortune.     The  queen  and  Mortimer,  gthMarch. 
apprehenfive  of  young  Edward's  lenity  towards  his  Execution 
uncle,  hurried  on  the  execution,  and  the  piifoner  [|f  kSo?1* 
was   beheaded    next  day:  But  ib  general   was    the 
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affection  borne  him,  and  fuch  pity  prevailed  for  his 
unhappy  fate,  that  though  peers  had  been  eafily 
found  to  condemn  him,  it  was  evening  before  his 
enemies  could  find  an  executioner  to  peiform  the 
office  -, 

The  earl  of  Lancafter,  on  pretence  of  his  having 
affented  to  this  confpiracy,  was  foon  after  thrown 
into  ptifon:  Many  of  the  prelates  and  nobility  were 
profecuted:  Mortimer  employed  this  engine  to  crufh 
all  his  enemies,  and  to  enrich  himfelf  and  his  fa- 
mily by  the  forfeitures.  The  eftate  of  the  earl  of 
Kent  was  feized  for  his  younger  fon  Geoffrey :  The 
immenfe  fortunes  of  the  Spenfers  and  their  ad- 
herents were  moftly  converted  to  his  own  ufe :  He 
affected  a  ftate  and  dignity  equal  or  fuperior  to  the 
royal:  His  power  became  formidable  to  every  one: 
His  illegal  practices  were  daily  complained  of :  And 
all  parties,  forgetting  pad  animofities,  confpired  in 
their  hatred  of  Mortimer. 

It  was  impofiible  that  thefe  abufes  could  long 
efcape  the  obiervation  of  a  prince  endowed  with  fo 
much  fpirit  and  judgment  as  young  Edward,  who 
being  now  in  his  eighteenth  year,  and  feeling  him- 
felf capable  of  governing,  repined  at  being  held  in 
fetters  by  this  infolent  minifter.  But  fo  much  was 
he  furrounded  by  the  emiffaries  of  Mortimer,  that 
it  behoved  him  to  conduct  the  project  for  fubvert- 
ing  him  with  the  fame  fecrecy  and  precaution  as  if 
he  had  been  forming  a  confpiracy  againit  his  fove- 
reign.  He  communicated  his  intentions  to  lord 
Mountacute,  who  engaged  the  lords  Molins  and 
Clifford,  fir  John  Nevil  of  Hornby,  fir  Edward 
Bohun,  Ufford,  and  others,  to  enter  into  their 
views ;  and  the  caftle  of  Nottingham  was  chofen  for 
the  fcene  of  the  enterprife.  The  queen-dowager 
and  Mortimer  lodged  in  that  fortrefs  :  The  king  alio 
was  admitted,  though  with  a  few  only  of  his  attend- 

,i  Ikro'ng.  p.  271.      Ypod,  Ncufl.  p.  510.      Kny^hton,  p  ^555- 
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ants:  And   as  the  caftle  was  ftrictly  guarded,  the  CHAP, 
pates  locked  every  evening,  and  the  keys  carried  to 
the  queen,  it  became  neceflary  to  communicate  the      3330. 
defign    to   fir   William    Eland   the    governor,   who 
zealoufly  took  part  in  it.    By  his  direction  the  king's 
aflbciates  were  admitted    through   a  fubterraneous 
paflfage,  which  had  formerly  been  contrived  for  a  fe- 
cret  outlet  from  the  caftle,  but  was  now  buried  in 
rubbifh;  and  Mortimer,    without  having  it  in  his 
power  to  make  refinance,  was  fuddenly  feized  in  an 
apartment  adjoining  to  the  queen's  -.     A  parliament 
was  immediately  iummoned  for  his  condemnation. 
He   was    accuied    before    that   aflembly   of  having 
ufurped   regal  power  from  the  council  of  regency 
appointed  by  parliament ;   of  having  procured    the 
death  of  the  late  king ;  of  having  deceived  the  eari 
of  Kent  into  a  confpiracy  to  reflore  that  prince  ;  of 
having  folieited  and  obtained  exorbitant  grants  of 
the  royal  demefnes ;  of  having  diilipated  the  public 
treafure;  of  fecreting  20,000  marks  of  the  money 
paid  by  the  king  of  Scotland  ;  and  of  other  crimes 
and    mifdemeanors '.     The   parliament  condemned 
him,  from  the  fuppofed  notoriety  of  the  facts,  with- 
out trial,  or  hearing  his  anfwer,  or  examining  a  wit- 
nefs ;  and  he  was  hanged  on  a  gibbet  at  the  Elmes,  Execution 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  London.     It  is  remarkable  t5mer 
that  this   fentence  was,  near  twenty  years  after,  re-  25th  Nov, 
verfed  by  parliament,  in  favour  of  Mortimer's  fon ; 
and  the  reafon  afligned  was  the   illegal  manner  of 
proceeding  m.     The   principles   of   law  and  juflice 
were  eftablimed  in  England,  not  in  fuch  a  degree  as 
to  prevent  any  iniquitous  fentence  againft  a  perfon 
obnoxious  to  the  ruling  party  ;  but  fufficient,  on  the 
return  of  his  credit  or  that  of  his  friends,  to  ferve  as 
a  reafon  or  pretence  for  its  reverfal. 

*  Avefbury,  p.  9.  1 Brady's  App.  No.  83.    Anon.  Hift. 
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C  xv^  P  Justice  was'alfo  executed,  by  a  fentence  of  the 
u— v-»_>  houfe  of  peers,  on  forne  of  the  inferior  criminals, 
3  33i'  particularly  on  Simon  de  Bereford  :  But  the  barons 
in  that  act  of  jurifdiction  entered  a  proteft,  that 
though  they  had  tried  Bereford,  who  was  none  of 
their  peers,  they  mould  not  for  the  future  be  obliged 
to  receive  any  fuch  indictment.  The  queen  was 
confined  to  her  own  houfe  at  Rifings  near  London  : 
Her  revenue  was  reduced  to  4000  pounds  a  year " : 
And  though  the  king,  during  the  remainder  of  her 
life,  paid  her  a  decent  vifit  once  or  twice  a  year,  me 
never  was  able  to  reinilate  herfelf  in  any  credit  or 
authority. 

Edward  having  now  taken  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment into  his  own  hands,  applied  himfelf  with  in- 
dustry and  judgment  to  redrefs  all  thofe  grievances 
which  had  proceeded  either  from  want  of  authority 

IT  j 

in  the  crown,  or  from  the  late  abufes  of  it.  He 
iifued  writs  to  the  judges,  enjoining  them  to  admi- 
nister juftice,  without  paying  any  regard  co  arbitrary 
orders  from  the  minifters  :  And  as  the  robbers, 
thieves,  murderers,  and  criminals  of  all  kinds,  had, 
during  the  courfe  of  public  convulfions,  multiplied 
to  an  enormous  degree,  and  were  openly  protected 
by  the  great  barons,  who  made  ufe  of  them  againft 
their  enemies,  the  king,  after  exacting  from  the 
peers  a  folemn  promife  in  parliament  that  they 
would  break  off  all  connections  with  fuch  malefac- 
tors0, fet  himfelf  in  earned  to  remedy  the  evil. 
Many  of  thefe  gangs  had  become  fo  numerous  as  to 
require  his  own  prefence  to  difperfe  them  ;  and  he 
exerted  both  courage  and  induftry  in  executing  this 
falutary  office-  The  minifters  of  juftice,  from  his 
example,  employed  the  utmoft  diligence  in  disco- 
vering, purfuing,  and  punifhing  the  criminals ;  and 
this  diforder  was  by  degrees  corrected,  at  leait  pal> 

"  Cotton's  Abridg.  p.  10.  *  Cotton's  Abridg. 
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liated ;  the  utmoii  that  could  be  expected  with  CHAP, 
regard  to  a  diieafe  hitherto  inherent  in  the  confti-  y^s^j 
tution.  i33i. 

In  proportion  as  the  government  acquired  au- 
thority at  home,  it  became  formidable  to  the  neigh- 
bouring nations  ;  and  the  ambitious  fpirit  of"  Ed- 
ward fought,  and  foon  found,  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
erting itfelf.  The  wife  and  valiant  Robert  Bruce,  State  of 
who  had  recovered  by  arms  the  independence  of  his  Stoliand* 
country,  and  had  fixed  it  by  the  laft  treaty  of  peace 
with  England,  foon  after  died,  and  left  David  his 
fon,  a  minor,  under  the  guardianfliip  of  Randolf  earl 
of  Murray,  the  companion  of  all  his  victories.  It 
had  been  Stipulated  in  this  treaty,  that  both  the 
Scottim  nobility,  who  before  the  commencement  of 
the  wars  enjoyed  lands  in  England,  and  the  Engliih 
who  inherited  eftates  in  Scotland,  mould  be  reflored 
to  their  refpedtive  poifeilions  P :  But  though  this  ar- 
ticle had  been  executed  pretty  regularly  on  the  part 
of  Edward,  Robert,  who  obferved  that  the  eftates 
claimed  by  Englishmen  were  much  more  numerous 
and  valuable  than  the  others,  either  thought  it  dan- 
gerous to  admit  fo  many  fecret  enemies  into  the 
kingdom,  or  found  it  difficult  to  wreft  from  his  own 
followers  the  pofleffions  bellowed  on  them  as  the  re- 
ward of  former  fervices :  And  he  had  protracted  the 
performance  of  his  part  of  the  itipulation.  The 
Englifh  nobles,  difappointed  in  their  expectations, 
began  to  think  of  a  remedy  ;  and  as  their  influence 
was  great  in  the  north,  their  enmity  alone,  even 
though  unfupported  by  the  king  of  England,  be- 
came dangerous  to  the  minor  prince,  who  Succeeded 
to  the  Scottim  throne. 

Edward  Baliol,  the  fon  of  that  John  who  was      13 3 fa 
crowned  king  of  Scotland,  had  been  detained  fome- 
time  a  prifoner  in  England  after  his  father  was  re- 
leafed  j  but  having  alio  obtained  his  liberty,  he  went 

P  Rymer,  vol.  iv.  p.  3S4. 
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C  H  A  P.  over  to  France,  and  refided  in  Normandy,  on  his  pa* 
_l^ia^  trimonial  eflate  in  that  country,  without  any  thoughts 
1332.  of  reviving  the  claims  of  his  family  to  the  crown  of 
Scotland.  His  pretenfions,  however  plaufible,  had 
been  fo  ftrenuoufly  abjured  by  the  Scots,  and  re- 
jected by  the  Englifh,  that  he  was  univerfally  re- 
garded as  a  private  perfon  ;  and  he  had  been  thrown 
into  prifon  on  account  of  feme  private  offence  of 
which  he  was  accufed.  Lord  Beaumont,  a  great 
Englifh  baron,  who,  in  the  right  of  his  wife,  claimed 
the  earldom  of  Buchan  in  Scotland  %  found  him  in 
this  fituation  ;  and  deeming  him  a  proper  inftrument 
for  his  purpofe,  made  fuch  interefr.  with  the  king 
of  France,  who  was  not  aware  of  the  confequences, 
that  he  recovered  him  his  liberty,  and  brought  him 
over  with  him  to  England. 

The  injured  nobles,  poneffed  of  fuch  a  head, 
began  to  think  of  vindicating  their  rights  by  force 
of  arms  ;  and  they  applied  to  Edward  for  his  con- 
currence and  afiiflance.  But  there  were  feveral  rea- 
fons  which  deterred  the  king  from  openly  avow- 
ing their  enterprife.  In  his  treaty  with  Scotland 
he  had  entered  into  a  bond  of  20,000  pounds,  pay- 
able to  the  pope,  if  within  four  years  he  violated 
the  peace  ;  and  as  the  term  was  not  yet  elapfed,  he 
dreaded  the  exacting  of  that  penalty  by  the  fove- 
reign  pontiff,  who  poffeffed  fo  many  means  of  forcing 
princes  to  make  payment.  He  was  alfo  afraid  that 
violence  and  injuftice  would  everywhere  be  imputed 
to  him,  if  he  attacked  with  fuperior  force  a  mi- 
nor king,  and  a  brother-in-law,  whofe  independent 
title  had  fo  lately  been  acknowledged  by  a  folemn 
treaty.  And  as  the  regent  of  Scotland,  on  every 
demand  which  had  been  made  of  reftitution  to  the 
Englifh  barons,  had  always  confeffed  the  juftice  of 
their  claim,  and  had  only  given  an  evafive  anfwer, 
grounded  on  plaufible  pretences,  Edward  refolved 

1  Rymer,  vol.  iv.  p.  251. 
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not  to  proceed  by  open  violence,  but  to  employ  chap. 
like  artifices  againlt  him.  He  fecretly  encouraged  xv 
Baliol  in  his  enterprife ;  connived  at  his  affembling 
forces  in  the  north  ;  and  gave  countenance  to  the 
nobles  who  were  difpofed  to  join  the  attempt.  A 
force  of  near  2500  men  was  inlifted  under  Balioi, 
by  Umfreville  earl  of  Angus,  the  lords  Beaumont, 
Ferrars,  Fitz-warin,  Wake,  Stafford,  Talbot,  and 
Moubray.  As  thefe  adventurers  apprehended  that 
the  frontiers  would  be  ftrongly  armed  and  guarded, 
they  refolved  to  make  their  attack  by  fea ;  and  hav- 
ing embarked  at  Ravenfpur,  they  reached  in  a  few 
days  the  coaft  of  Fife. 

Scotland  was  at  that  time  in  a  very  different 
fituation  from  that  in  which  it  had  appeared  un- 
der the  victorious  Robert.  Befides  the  lofs  of  that 
great  monarch,  whofe  genius  and  authority  preferr- 
ed entire  the  whole  political  fabric,  and  maintained 
an  union  among  the  unruly  barons,  lord  Douglas, 
impatient  of  reft,  had  gone  over  to  Spain  in  a  cru- 
fade  again  ft  the  Moors,  and  had  there  perifhed  ui 
battle r :  The  earl  of  Murray,  who  had  long  been 
declining  through  age  and  infirmities,  had  lately 
died,  and  had  been  fucceeded  in  the  regency  by 
Donald  earl  of  Marre,  a  man  of  much  inferior  ta- 
lents :  The  military  lpirit  of  the  Scots,  though  ftill 
unbroken,  was  left  without  a  proper  guidance  and 
direction  :  And  a  minor  king  feemed  ill  qualified  to 
defend  an  inheritance,  which  it  had  required  all  the 
confummate  valour  and  abilities  of  his  father  to  ac- 
quire and  maintain.  But  as  the  Scots  were  apprifed 
of  the  intended  invafion,  great  numbers,  on  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  Engliih  fleet,  immediately  ran  to 
the  fhore,  in  order  to  prevent  the  landing  of  the  ene- 
my. Baliol  had  valour  and  activity,  and  he  drove 
back  the  Scots  with  confiderable  lofs 3.    He  marched 

«■  Froiflard,  liv.  i.  chap.  it. 
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CHAP.  wefKvard  into  the  heart  of  the  country,  flattering 
himfelf  that  the  ancient  partifans  of  his  family 
would  declare  for  him.  But  the  fierce  animofities 
which  had  been  kindled  between  the  two  nations, 
infpiring  the  Scots  with  a  ftrong  prejudice  againft 
a  prince  fupported  by  the  Englifh,  he  was  regarded 
as  a  common  enemy  ;  and  the  regent  found  no  dif- 
ficulty in  affembling  a  great  army  to  oppofe  him.  It 
is  pretended  that  Marre  had  no  lefs  than  40,00a 
men  under  his  banners  ;  but  the  fame  hurry  and  im-* 
patience  that  made  him  collect  a  force,  which  from 
its  greatnefs  was  fo  difproportioned  to  the  occafion^ 
rendered  all  his  motions  unfkilful  and  imprudent. 
The  river  Erne  ran  between  the  two  armies ;  and 
the  Scots,  confiding  in  that  fecurity,  as  well  as  in 
their  great  fuperiority  of  numbers,  kept  no  order  in 
their  encampment.  Baliol  parted  the  river  in  the 
night-time ;    attacked  the  unguarded   and  undifci- 

xitfc  Aug.  plined  Scots  ;  threw  them  into  confufion,  which  wa3 
increafed  by  the  darknefs,  and  by  their  very  num- 
bers to  which  they  trulted  ;  and  he  beat  them  off 
the  held  with  great  (laughter  K  But  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  the  Scots  were  at  fome  diftance,  they 
were  afhamed  of  having  yielded  the  victory  to  fo 
weak  a  foe,  and  they  hurried  back  to  recover  the 
honour  of  the  day.  Their  eager  paffions  urged 
them  precipitately  to  battle,  without  regard  to  fome 
broken  ground  which  lay  between  them  and  the 
enemy,  and  which  difordered  and  confounded  their 
ranks.  Baliol  feized  the  favourable  opportunity, 
advanced  his  troops  upon  them,  prevented  them 
from  rallying,  and  anew  chafed  them  off  the  field 
with  redoubled  daughter.  There  fell  above  12,000 
Scots  in  this  action  *,  and  among  thefe  the  flower  of 
the  nobility  ;  the  regent  himfelf,  the  earl  of  Catric, 
a  natural  fon  of  their  late  king,  the  earls  of  Athole 
and  Monteith,  lord  Hay  of  Errol,  conftable,  and 
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the  Lords  Keith  and  Lindfey.     The  lofs  cf  the  Ertg-  chap. 
lim  fcarcely  exceeded  thirty  men  ;    a  ftrong  proof,  ^^^^ 
among  many  others,  of  the  miferable  ftate  of  mili-      ,33a, 
tary  discipline  in  thofe  ages  u. 

Baliol  foon  after  made  himfelf  mailer  of  Perth  ; 
but  ftill  was  not  able  to  bring  over  any  of  the  Scots 
to  his  party.     Patric  Dunbar  earl  of  March,    and 
fir  Archibald  Douglas,  brother  to  the  lord  of  that 
name,  appeared  at  the  head  of  the  Scottifh  armies, 
which  amounted  ftill  to  near  40,000  men  ;   and  they 
purpofed   to   reduce  Baliol  and  the  Englifh  by  fa- 
mine.    They  blockaded  Perth  by  land  ;    they  col- 
lected fome  veflels  with  which  they  inverted  it  by 
water  :    But  BalioPs   mips   attacking   the  Scottifh 
fleet,  gained  a  complete  victory  ;    and   opened   the 
communication  between  Perth  and  the  feaw.     The 
Scotch  armies  were   then   obliged    to    difband    for 
want  of  pay  and  fubfiftence  :    The  nation  was,    in 
effect,  fubdued  by  a  handful  of  men  :    Each  noble- 
man who  found  himfelf  moft  expofed   to  danger, 
fucceliively  fubmitted  to  Baliol :    That  prince  was 
crowned  at  Scone  :  David,  his  competitor,  was  ±ent  rth  Sept. 
over  to  France  with  his  betrothed  wife,  jane  fifler 
to  Edward  :    And  the  heads  of  his   parry  fued  to 
Baliol  for  a  truce,  which  he  granted  them,  in  order 
to  affemble  a  parliament  in  tranquillity,  and  have 
his  title  recognifed  by  the  whole  Scottifh  nation. 

But  Baliol's  imprudence,  or  his  neceflities,  mak-  *33j- 
ing  him  difmifs  the  greater  part  of  his  Englifh  fol- 
lowers, he  was,  notwithstanding  the  truce,  attacked 
of  a  hidden  near  Annan,  by  fir  Archibald  Douglas, 
and  other  chieftains  of  that  party  ;  he  was  routed  ; 
his  brother  John  Baliol  was  flain  ;  he  himfelf  was 
chafed  into  England  in  a  miferable  condition  ;  and 
thus  loft  his  kingdom  by  a  revolution  as  fudden  as 
that  by  which  he  had  acquired  it. 

u  Heming.  p.  273.     Walfing.  p.  131.    Knyghton,  p.  2561. 
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While  Baliol  enjoyed  his  fhort-lived  and  preca- 
rious royalty,  he  had  been  fenfiblej    that,  without 
j 333.      the  protection  of  England,  it  would  be  impoffible 
for  him  to   maintain  poflefiion  of  the  throne ;  and 
he  had  fecretly  fent  a  meflage  to  Edward,  offering 
to  acknowledge  his  fuperiority,    to  renew  the  ho- 
mage for  his   crown,   and  to  efpoufe  the  princefo- 
Jane,  if  the  pope's  confent  eould  be   obtained  for 
difTolving  her  former  marriage,  which  was  not  yet 
War  with  confummated.      Edward,    ambitious  of  recovering 
Scot  an  .    tjlat  jmp0r|.ant   conceffion,  made  by  Mortimer  dur- 
ing his  minority,  threw  off  all  fcruples,  and  willingly 
accepted  the  offer  ;    but  as  the  dethroning  of  Baliol 
had  rendered  this  flipulation  of  no  effect,    the  king 
prepared   to    reinflate    him    in    poflefiion    of    the 
crown ;    an  enterprife   which  appeared   from   late 
experience  fo  eafy  and  fo  little   hazardous.     As   he 
poiTeffed  many  popular  arts,  he  confulted  his  parlia- 
ment on  the  occafion  ;    but  that  affembly,  finding 
the  refolution  already   taken,  declined  giving  any 
opinion,  and  only  granted  him,  in  order  to  fupport 
the  enterprife,  an  aid  of  a  fifteenth  from  the  per- 
fonal  eftates  of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  and  a  tenth 
of  the  moveables  of  boroughs.     And  they  added  a 
petition,    that  the  king  would  thenceforth  live  on 
his  own  revenue,  without  grieving  his  fubjects  by 
illegal  taxes,  or  by  the  outrageous  feizure  of  their 
goods  in  the  fhape  of  purveyance  x. 

As  the  Scots  expected  that  the  chief  brunt  of  the 
war  would  fall  upon  Berwic,  Douglas  the  regent 
threw  a  ftrong  garrifon  into  that  place,  under  the 
command  of  fir  William  Keith,  and  he  himfelf 
aflembled  a  great  army  on  the  frontiers,  ready  to 
penetrate  into  England,  as  foon  as  Edward  fhould 
have  inverted  that  place.  The  EngliiTi  army  was 
lefs  numerous,  but  better  fupplied  with  arms  and 

x  Cotton's  Abridg. 
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provisions,  and  retained  in  Stricter  difcipline  ;  and  c  hap* 
the  king,  notwithstanding  the  valiant  defence  made   ^J^^j 
by  Keith,  had,  in  two  months,  reduced  the  garrifon      i333. 
to  extremities,  and  had  obliged  them  to  capitulate  : 
They  engaged  to  Surrender,    if  they  were  not  re- 
lieved  within  a  few  days   by  their    countrymen  -v. 
This  intelligence  being  conveyed   to    the  Scottish 
army,    which  was  preparing  to  invade  Northum- 
berland, changed  their  plan  of  operations,  and  en- 
gaged them  to  advance  towards  Berwic,  and  attempt 
the  relief  of  that  important  fortrefs.     Douglas,  who 
had   ever  purpofed   to   decline  a  pitched  battle,  in 
which   he  was  fenfible  of  the  enemy's  fuperiority, 
and  who  intended  to  have  drawn  out  the  war  by 
imall  ikirmifhes,    and  by  mutually  ravaging  each 
other's  country,  was  forced,  by  the  impatience  of 
his  troops,  to  put  the  fate  of  the  kingdom  upon  the 
event  of  one  day.      He    attacked  the  EngliSh    at 
Halidown-hill,    a    little    north    of   Berwic ;    and,   r9th  July. 
though    his    heavy-armed    cavalry    difmo tinted,    in 
order  to  render  the  action    more    Steady  and  de- 
fperate,    they    were    received  with  fuch  valour  by 
Edward,    and    were    fo    galled    by    the    EngliSh 
archers,  that  they  were  foon  thrown  into  diforder, 
and,    on  the  fall  of  Douglas    their   general,    were 
totally  routed.     The  whole  army  fled  in  confufion, 
and  the  EngliSh,    but   much   more   the  Irifli,    gave 
little  quarter  in  the  purfuit :  All  the  nobles  of  chief 
distinction  were  either    Slain    or    taken   prifoners  : 
Near  thirty  thoufand  of  the  Scots  fell  in  the  action  : 
"While  the  lofs  of  the  EngliSh  amounted  only  to  one 
knight,  one  efquire,  and  thirteen  private  Soldiers  : 
An  inequality  almoSt  incredible  2. 

After  this  fatal  blow,  the  Scottifh  nobles  had 
no  other  refource  than  inStant  fubmiilion  ;  and  Ed- 
ward,   leaving  a  confiderable  body  with  Baliol  to 

y  Rymcr,  vol.  iv.  p.  564?  565,  566.  z  Fleming,  p.  375., 
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chap,  complete  the  conqueft  of  the  kingdom,  returned 
J5^L  with  the  remainder  of  his  army  to  England.  Baliol 
was  acknowledged  king  by  a  parliament  affembled  at 
Edinburgh  a ;  the  fuperiority  of  England  was  again 
recognifed  ;  many  of  the  Scottifh  nobility  fwore 
fealty  to  Edward  j  and  to  complete  the  misfortunes 
of  that  nation,  Baliol  ceded  Berwic,  Dunbar,  Rox- 
borough,  Edinburgh,  and  all  the  fouth-eaft  coun- 
ties  of  Scotland,  which  were  declared  to  be  for  ever 
annexed  to  the  Engliih  monarchy  b. 

1334.  If  Baliol,  on  his  nrft  appearance,  was  dreaded  by 
the  Scots,  as  an  inftrument  employed  by  England 
for  the  fubjection  of  the  kingdom,  this  deed  con- 
firmed all  their  fufpicions,  and  rendered  him  the 
object  of  univerfal  hatred.  Whatever  fubmifTions 
they  might  be  obliged  to  make,  they  confidered  him, 
not  as  their  prince,  but  as  the  delegate  and  confe- 
derate of  their  determined  enemy  :  And  neither  the 
manners  of  the  age,  nor  the  ftate  of  Edward's  re- 
venue, permitting  him  to  maintain  a  (landing  army 
in  Scotland,  the  Englifh  forces  were  no  fooner 
withdrawn,  than  the  Scots  revolted  from  Baliol, 
and  returned  to  their  former  allegiance  under  Bruce. 
Sir  Andrew  Murray,  appointed  regent  by  the  party 
of  this  latter  prince,  employed  with  fuccefs  his  va- 
lour and  activity  in  many  fmall  but  decifive  actions 
againft  Baliol  ;  and  in  a  fhort  time  had  almoft 
wholly  expelled   him   the  kingdom.     Edward  was 

1335.  obliged  again  to  afiemble  an  army,  and  to  march 
into  Scotland  :  The  Scots,  taught  by  experience, 
withdrew  into  their  hills  and  faftnefles  :  He  de- 
itroyed  the  houfes  and  ravaged  the  eilates  of  thofe 
whom  he  called  rebels  :  But  this  confirmed  them 
ftill  farther  in  their  obftinate  antipathy  to  England 
and  to  Baliol ;  and  being  now  rendered  defperate, 
they  were  ready  to  take  advantage,  on  the  firft  op- 
portunity, of  the  retreat  of  their  enemy,    and  they 

a  Rymer,  vol.  iv.  p.  590.  b  Ibid.  p.  614. 
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ibon  reconquered  their  country  from  the  Englilh.  c  ha  p- 
Edward   made    anew    his   appearance  in  Scotland  v_J_v___-) 
with  like  fuccefs :  He  found  everything  hcitile  in      ,33$, 
the  kingdom,  except    the    fpot    on   which   he    was 
encamped :  And  though  he  marched  uncontrolled 
over  the  low  countries,  the  nation  itfelf  was  farther 
than  ever  from  being  broken  and  fubdued.     Be- 
fides  being   fupported   by  their   pride  and   anger, 
paffions    difficult   to   tame,  they  were  encouraged, 
amidfl  all  their  calamities,  by  daily  promifes  of  re- 
lief from  France  ;  and  as  a  war  was  now  likely  to 
break    out   between  that   kingdom    and   England, 
they  had   reafon  to  expect,  from  this  incident,  a 
great  diverfion  of  that  force  which  had  fo  long  op- 
preffed  and  overwhelmed  them. 

We  now  come  to  a  transaction,  on  which  de-  ^z}i- 
pended  the  nioft  memorable  events,  not  only  of  t|^sto 
this  long  and  active  reign,  but  of  the  whole  En'g-  th,  crown 
lifh  and  French  hiftory,  during  more  than  a  cen- 
tury ;  and  it  will  therefore  be  neceffary  to  give  a 
particular  account  of  the  fprings  and  caufes  of  it. 

It  had  long  been  a  prevailing  opinion,  that  the 
crown  of  France  could  never  defcend  to  a  female; 
and,  in  order  to  give  more  authority  to  this  maxim, 
and  affign  it  a  determinate  origin,  it  had  been  ufual 
to  derive  it  from  a  claufe  in  the  Salian  Code,  the 
law  of  an  ancient  tribe  among  the  Franks ;  though 
that  claufe,  when  ftrictly  examined,  carries  only  the 
appearance  of  favouring  this  principle,  and  does 
not  really,  by  die  confefiion  of  the  bell  antiquaries, 
bear  the  fenfe  commonly  impofed  upon  it.  But 
though  pofitive  law  feems  wanting  among  the 
French  for  the  exclufion  of  females,  the  practice 
had  taken  place ;  and  the  rule  was  eftablilhed  be- 
yond controverfy  on  fome  ancient,  as  well  as  fome 
modern  precedents.  During  the  firft  race  of  the 
monarchy,  the  Franks  were  fo  rude  and  barbarous 
,a  people,  that  they  were  incapable  of  fubmitting  to 
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CHAP,  a  female  reign  ;  and  in  that  period  of  their  hiftory 
xv-       there  were  frequent  inftances  of  kings  advanced  to 
royalty  in  prejudice  of  females,  who  were  related 
to  the  crown  by  nearer  degrees  of  confanguinity, 
Thefe  precedents,  joined  to  like    caufes,  had  alfo 
eftablifhed  the  male  fucceffion  in  the  fecond  race ; 
and  though  the  inftances  were  neither  fo  frequent 
nor   fo   certain    during  that  period,    the   principle 
of   excluding   the  female  line    feems  ftill   to    have 
prevailed,  and  to  have  directed  the  conduct  of  the 
nation.     During  the  third  race,  the  crown  had  de- 
scended from  father  to  fon  for  eleven  generations, 
from  Hugh  Capet  to  Lewis  Hutin  ;  and  thus,    in 
facl,  during  the  courfe  of  nine  hundred  years,  the 
French    monarchy   had  always  been   governed  by 
males,  and  no  female,  and  none  who  founded  his 
title   on  a  female   had    ever  mounted  the   throne. 
Philip  the  Fair,  father  of  Lewis  Hutin,  left  three 
fons,    this  Lewis,    Philip   the  Long,  and   Charles 
the  Fair,  and  one  daughter,  Ifabella  queen  of  Eng- 
land.    Lewis   Hutin,  the   eldeft,  left  at    his  death 
one  daughter,  by  Margaret  filler  to  Eudes  duke  of 
Burgundy;   and  as  his  queen  was  then  pregnant, 
Philip  his  younger  brother    was  appointed  regent, 
till  it  mould  appear  whether  the  child  proved  a  fon 
or  a  daughter.     The  queen  bore  a  male,  who  lived 
only  a  few  days:  Philip  was  proclaimed  king:  And 
as  the  duke  of  Burgundy  made  fome  oppofition,  and 
afferted  the  rights  of  his  niece,  the  ftates  of  the 
kingdom,  by  a  folemn  and  deliberate  decree,  gave 
her  an  exclufion,  and  declared  all  females  for  ever 
incapable  of  fucceeding  to  the  crown  of  France. 
Philip  died  after  a  fhort  reign,  leaving  three  daugh- 
ters ;  and  his  brother  Charles,  without  difpute  or 
controverfy,  then  fucceeded  to  the  crown.  The  reign 
of  Charles   was  alfo   fhort :  He  left  one  daughter ; 
but  as  his  queen  was  pregnant,  the  next  male  heir 
was  appointed  regent,  with  a  declared  right  of  fuc- 
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•ceflion,  if  the  iffue  fhould  prove  female.  This 
prince  was  Philip  de  Valois,  coufin-german  to  the 
deceafed  king;  being  the  fon  of  Charles  de  Valois, 
brother  of  Philip  the  Fair.  The  queen  of  France 
was  delivered  of  a  daughter  :  The  regency  ended ; 
and  Philip  de  Valois  was  unanimoufly  placed  on 
the  throne  of  France. 

The  king  of  England,  who  was  at  that  time  a 
youth  of  fifteen  years  of  age,  embraced  a  notion 
that  he  was  intitled,  in  right  of  his  mother,  to  the 
fucceffion  of  the  kingdom,  and  that  the  claim  of 
the  nephew  was  preferable  to  that  of  the  coufm- 
german.  There  could  not  well  be  imagined  a 
notion  weaker  or  worfe  grounded.  The  principle 
of  excluding .  females  was  of  old  an  eflablifhed 
opinion  in  France,  and  had  acquired  equal  autho- 
rity with  the  moil  exprefs  and  pofitive  law :  It  was 
fupported  by  ancient  precedents :  It  was  confirmed 
by  recent  inftances,  folemnly  and  deliberately  de- 
cided :  And  what  placed  it  it  ill  farther  beyond  con- 
troverfy,  if  Edward  was  difpofed  to  queilion  its 
validity,  he  thereby  cut  off  his  own  pretentions ; 
fince  the  three  lafl  kings  had  all  left  daughters,  who 
were  ftill  alive,  and  who  flood  before  him  in 
the  order  of  fucceffion.  He  was  therefore  reduced 
to  affert,  that,  though  his  mother  Ifabella  was,  on 
account  of  her  fex,  incapable  of  fucceeding,  he 
himfelf,  who  inherited  through  her,  was  liable  to 
no  fuch  objection,  and  might  claim  by  the  right  of 
propinquity.  But,  befides  that  this  pretention  was 
more  favourable  to  Charles  king  of  Navarre,  de- 
scended from  the  daughter  of  Lewis  Hutin,  it  was 
fo  contrary  to  the  eflabliihed  principles  of  fuccef- 
fion in  every  country  of  Europe",  was  fo  repugnant 
to  the  practice,  both  in  private  and  public  inherit- 
ances, that  nobody  in  France  thought  of  Edward's 
claim :  Philip's    title  was  univerfally  recognifed c : 

b  Froiflard,  liv.  i.  chap.  4.  c  Id.  liv.  i.  chap.  aa. 
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CHAP.  And  he  never  imagined  that  he  had  a  competitor ; 

V-<J^_^  much   lefs   fo   formidable   a   one   as    the  king    of 
i337.      England. 

But  though  the  youthful  and  ambitious  mind  of 
Edward  had  rafhly  entertained  this  notion,  he  did 
not  think  proper  to  infift  on  his  pretenfions,  which 
muff,  have  immediately  involved  him,  on  very  une- 
qual terms,  in  a  dangerous  and  implacable  war  with 
fo  powerful  a  monarch.  Philip  was  a  prince  of  ma- 
ture years,  of  great  experience,  and,  at  that  time* 
of  an  eftablifhed  character  both  for  prudence  and 
valour  ;  and  by  thefe  circumstances,  as  well  as  by 
the  internal  union  of  his  people,  and  their  acqui- 
efcence  in  his  undoubted  right,  he  pofieffed  every 
advantage  above  a  raw  youth,  newly  raifed,  by  in* 
juftice  and  violence,  to  the  government  of  the  mod 
intractable  and  mod  turbulent  mbje&s  in  Europe. 
But  there  immediately  occurred  an  incident  which 
required  that  Edward  mould  either  openly  declare 
his  pretenfions,  or  for  ever  renounce  and  abjure 
them.  He  was  fummoned  to  do  homage  for 
Guienne  :  Philip  was  preparing  to  compel  him  by 
force  of  arms :  That  country  was  in  a  very  bad 
ftate  of  defence :  And  the  forfeiture  of  fo  rich  an 
inheritance  was,  by  the  feudal  law,  the  immediate 
confequence  of  his  refufmg  or  declining  to  perform 
the  duty  of  a  valval.  Edward  therefore  thought  it 
prudent  to  fubmit  to  prefent  neceffity  :  He  went  over 
to  Amiens  :  Did  homage  to  Philip  :  And  as  there 
had  arifen  fome  controverfy  concerning  the  terms  of 
this  fubmiffion,  he  afterwards  fent  over  a  formal 
deed,  in  which  he  acknowledged  that  he  owed  liege 
homage  to  France d ;  which  was  in  effect  ratifying, 
and  that  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  Philip's  title  to  the 
crown  of  that  kingdom.  His  own  claim  indeed 
was  fo  unreafonable,  and  fo  thoroughly  difavowed 

d  Rymer,    vol.  iv.  p.  477.  481.  Fr  iflard,   liv.   i.  chap.  25. 
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by  the  whole  French  nation,  that  to  infift  on  it  was 
no  better  than  pretending  to  the  violent  conquer! 
of  the  kingdom  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  he  would  1337 
never  have  farther  thought  of  it,  had  it  not  been  for 
fome  incidents  which  excited  an  animofity  between 
the  monarchs. 

Robert  of  Artois  was  defcended  from  the  blood 
royal  of  France,  was  a  man  of  great  character  and 
authority,  had  efpoufed  Philip's  fitter,  and,  by  his 
birth,  talents,  and  credit,  was  entitled  to  make  the 
higheft  figure,  and  fill  the  moft  important  offices, 
in  the  monarchy.  This  prince  had  loft  the  county 
of  Artois,  which  he  claimed  as  his  birth-right,  by  a 
fentence,  commonly  deemed  iniquitous,  of  Philip 
the  Fair  ;  and  he  was  feduced  to  attempt  recover- 
ing pofTeffion  by  an  action  fo  unworthy  of  his  rank 
and  character  as  a  forgery  c.  The  detection  of  this 
crime  covered  him  with  fhame  and  confufion  :  His 
brother-in-law  not  only  abandoned  him,  but  pro- 
fecuted  him  with  violence  :  Robert,  incapable  of 
bearing  difgrace,  left  the  kingdom,  and  hid  him- 
felf  in  the  Low  Countries :  Chafed  from  that  re- 
treat, by  the  authority  of  Philip,  he  came  over  to 
England;  in  fpite  of  the  French  king's  menaces, 
and  remonftrances,  he  was  favourably  received  by 
£dward  f ;  and  was  foon  admitted  into  the  councils, 
and  fhared  the  confidence  of  that  monarch.  Aban- 
doning himfelf  to  all  the  movements  of  rage  and 
defpair,  he  endeavoured  to  revive  the  prepofleffion 
entertained  by  Edward  in  favour  of  his  title  to  the 
crown  of  France,  and  even  flattered  him,  that  it 
was  not  impofiible  for  a  prince  of  his  valour  and 
abilities  to  render  his  claim  effectual.  The  kin^ 
was  the  more  difpofed  to  hearken  to  fuggeftions  of 
this  nature,  becaufe  he  had,  in  feveral  particulars, 
found  reafon  to  complain  of  Philip's  conduct  with 
regard  to  Guienne,    and  becaufe  that  prince  had 

e  Froiffard,  liv.  i.  chap.  29. 
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chap,  both  given  protection  to  the  exiled  David  Bruce,  and 
^  fupported,  at  lead  encouraged,  the  Scots  in  their 
,337.  ftruggles  for  independence.  Thus  refentment  gra- 
dually filled  the  breafts  of  both  monarchs,  and  made 
them  incapable  of  hearkening  to  any  terms  of  accom- 
modation propofed  by  the  pope,  who  never  ceafed 
interpofing  his  good  offices  between  them.  Philip 
thought  that  he  mould  be  wanting  to  the  firft  prin- 
ciples of  policy  if  he  abandoned  Scotland  :  Edward 
affirmed,  that  he  mull;  relinquifh  all  pretenfions  to 
generofity,  if  he  withdrew  his  protection  from  Ro- 
bert. The  former,  informed  of  fome  preparations 
for  hoftilities  which  had  been  made  by  his  rival, 
iiTued  a  fentence  of  felony  and  attainder  againit  Ro- 
bert, and  declared,  that  every  vaiTal  of  the  crown, 
whether  within  or  without  the  kingdom,  who  gave 
countenance  to  that  traitor,  would  be  involved  in 
the  fame  fentence  j  a  menace  eafy  to  be  underflood  : 
The  latter,  refolute  not  to  yield,  endeavoured  to 
form  alliances  in  the  Low  Countries  and  on  the 
frontiers  of  Germany,  the  only  places  from  which  he 
either  could  make  an  effectual  attack  upon  France, 
or  produce  fuch  a  diverfion  as  might  fave  the  pro- 
vince of  Guienne,  which  lay  fo  much  expofed  to  the 
power  of  Philip. 
prepara.  The  king  began  with  opening  his  intentions  to 
tions  for     the  count  of  Hainault  his  father-in-law  ;    and  hav- 

wav  with    •       engaged  him  in  his  interefls,  he  employed  the 
France.  t>  ,    &p  ?       m         r     ; 

good  offices  and  councils  or  that  prmce  m  drawing 

into  his  alliance  the  other  fovereigns  of  that  neigh- 
bourhood. The  duke  of  Brabant  was  induced,  by 
his  mediation,  and  by  large  remittances  of  money 
from  England,  to  promife  his  concurrence  § :  The 
archbiihop  of  Cologne,  the  duke  of  Gueldres,  the 
marquis  of  Juliets,  the  count  of  Namur,  the  lords 
ofFauquemont  and  Baquen,  were  engaged  by  like 
motives  to  embrace  the  Englifh  alliance  h.     Thefe 

%  Rymer,  vol.  iv.  p.  777. 
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fovereign  princes  could  fupply,  either  from  their  c  H  A  p. 
own  dates  or  from  the  bordering  countries,  great       xv< 
numbers  of  warlike  troops;  and  naught  was  want-      I33,. 
ing  to   make  the   force  on  that  quarter  very  for- 
midable but  the  acceffion  of  Flanders  ;  which  Ed- 
ward procured  by  means  fomewhat  extraordinary 
and  unufual. 

As  the  Flemings  were  the  firif.  people  in  the 
northern  parts  of  Europe  that  cultivated  arts  and 
manufactures,  the  lower  ranks  of  men  amone  them 
had  rifen  to  a  degree  of  opulence  unknown  elfe- 
where  to  thofe  of  their  flation  in  that  barbarous 
age  ;  had  acquired  privileges  and  independence  ;  and 
began  to  emerge  from  that  (late  of  vaflalage,  or  ra- 
ther of  flavery,  into  which  the  common  people  had 
been  univerfally  thrown  by  the  feudal  inftitutions. 
It  was  probably  difficult  for  them  to  bring  their  fo- 
vereign and  their  nobility  to  conform  themfelves  to 
the  principles  of  law  and  civil  government,  fo  much 
neglected  in  every  other  country  :  It  was  impoffible 
for  them  to  confine  themfelves  within  the  proper 
bounds  in  their  oppofition  and  refentment  againft 
any  inftance  of  tyranny :  They  had  rifen  in  tu- 
mults :  Had  infulted  the  nobles :  Had  chafed  their 
earl  into  France  :  And  delivering  themfelves  over  to 
the  guidance  of  afeditious  leader,  had  been  guilty  of 
all  that  infolence  and  diforder,  to  which  the  thought- 
lefs  and  enraged  populace  are  fo  much  inclined, 
wherever  they  are  unfortunate  enough  to  be  their 
own  mailers '. 

Their  prefent  leader  was  James  d'Arteville,  a 
brewer  in  Ghent,  who  governed  tkem  with  a  more 
abfolute  fway  than  had  ever  been  afTumed  by  any  of 
their  lawful  fovereigns :  He  placed  and  difplaced 
the  magiftrates  at  pleafure :  He  was  accompanied 
by  a  guard,  who,  on  the  lead  figaal  from  him,  in- 
flantly  aflaffinated  any  man   that  happened  to  fall 

'  Froiflard,  liv.  i.  chap.  30.     Meyerus. 
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chap,  under  his  difpleafure  :  Aii  the  cities  of  Flanders 
_^  were  full  of  his  fpies ;  and  it  was  immediate  death 
i337.  to  give  him  the  fmalleft  umbrage:  The  few  nobles 
who  remained  in  the  country,  lived  in  continual 
terror  from  his  violence  :  He  feized  the  eflates  of 
all  thofe  whom  he  had  either  banifhed  or  mur- 
dered ;  and  bellowing  a  part  on  their  wives  and 
children,  converted  the  remainder  to  his  own  ufe k. 
Such  were  the  firft  effects  that  Europe  faw  of  po- 
pular violence  ;  after  having  groaned,  during  fo 
many  ages,  under  monarchical  and  ariftocratical 
tyranny. 

James  d'Arteville  was  the  man  to  whom  Ed- 
ward addreffed  himfelf  for  bringing  over  the  Flem- 
ings to  his  interefts ;  and  that  prince,  the  moil 
haughty  and  moll  afpiring  of  the  age,  never  courted 
any  ally  with  fo  much  affiduity  and  fo  many  fub- 
miffions,  as  he  employed  towards  this  feditious  and 
criminal  tradefman.  D'Arteville,  proud  of  thefe 
advances  from  the  king  of  England,  and  fenfible 
that  the  Flemings  were  naturally  inclined  to  main- 
tain connexions  with  the  Englifh,  who  furnifhed 
them  the  materials  of  their  woollen  manufactures, 
the  chief  fource  of  their  opulence,  readily  em- 
braced the  interefls  of  Edward,  and  invited  him  over 
into  the  Low  Countries.  Edward,  before  he  en- 
tered on  this  great  enterprife,  affected  to  confult  his 
parliament,  afked  their  advice,  and  obtained  their 
confent '.  And  the  more  to  flrengthen  his  hands, 
he  procured  from  them  a  grant  of  20, coo  lacks 
of  wool ;  which  might  amount  to  about  a  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  :  This  commodity  was  a  good  in- 
flrument  to  employ  with  the  Flemings  ;  and  the 
price  of  it  with  his  German  allies.  He  completed 
the  other  neceffary  fums  by  loans,  by  pawning  the 
crown  jewels,  by  confifcating,  or  rather  robbing  at 
once  all  the  Lombards,  who  now  exercifed  the  in- 

fcFroi£Tard,  liy.  i.  chap.  30.  1  Cotton's  Abridg. 
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vidious  trade  formerly  monopolifed  by  the  Jews,    of  cha  p. 
lending  on  interefl:  m  ;    and  being  attended  by  a  body 
of  Englim  forces,  and  by  feveral  of  his  nobility,  he  w^v^' 
failed  over  to  Flanders. 

The  German  princes,  in  order  to  juflify  their  1^^- 
unprovoked  hoftilities  againft  France,  had  required 
the  fanction  of  fome  legal  authority  ;  and  Edward, 
that  he  might  give  them  fatisfaction  on  this  head, 
had  applied  to  Lewis  of  Bavaria,  then  emperor, 
and  had  been  created  by  him  vicar  of  the  empire ; 
an  empty  title,  but  which  feemed  to  give  him  a 
right  of  commanding  the  fervice  of  the  princefs  of 
Germany n.  The  Flemings,  who  were  vaifals  of 
France,  pretending  like  fcruples  with  regard  to  the 
invafion  of  their  liege  lord  ;  Edward,  by  the  advice 
of  d'Arteville,  aifumed,  in  his  commimons,  the 
title  of  king  of  France  ;  and,  in  virtue  of  this  right, 
claimed  their  affiftance  for  dethroning  Phiiip  de- 
Valois  the  ufurper  of  his  kingdom  °.  This  ftep,  which 
he  feared  would  deflroy  all  future  amity  between 
the  kingdoms,  and  beget  endlefs  and  implacable 
jealoufies  in  France,  was  not  taken  by  him  without 
much  reluclance  and  heiitation  :  And  not  being  in 
itfelf  very  juftinable,  it  has  in  the  iffue  been  attended 
with  many  miferies  to  both  kingdoms.  From  this 
period  we  may  date  the  commencement  of  that  great 
animofity,  which  the  Englim  nation  have  ever  iince 
borne  to  the  French,  which  has  fo  vijible  an  influ- 
ence on  all  future  tranfa&ions,  and  which  has  been, 
and  continues  to  be,  thefpring  of  many  ram  and  pre- 
cipitate refolutions  among  them.  In  all  the  preced- 
ing reigns  fince  the  Conqueft,  the  hoftilities  between 
the  two  crowns  had  been  only  cafual  and  tempo- 
rary ;  and  as  they  had  never  been  attended  with  any 
bloody  or  dangerous  event,  the  traces  of  them  were 
eafily  obliterated  by  the  firft  treaty  of  pacincation, 

m  Dugd.  Baron,  vol.  ii.  p.  146. 
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c  H  A  P.  The  Englifh  nobility  and  gentry  valued  themfelves 
xv  on  their  French  or  Norman  extraction  :  They  affected 
to  employ  the  language  of  that  country  in  all  public 
tranfactions,  and  even  in  familiar  converfation  :  And 
both  the  Englilh  court  and  camp  being  always  full 
of  nobles,  who  came  from  different  provinces  of 
France,  the  two  people  were,  during  fome  centuries, 
more  intermingled  together  than  any  two  diftincl: 
nations  whom  we  meet  with  in  hiftory.  But  the 
fatal  pretenfions  of  Edward  III.  diffolved  all  thefe 
connexions,  and  left  the  feeds  of  great  animofity  in 
both  countries,  especially  among  the  Englifh.  For 
it  is  remarkable,  that  this  latter  nation,  though  they 
were  commonly  the  aggreffors,  and  by  their  fuccefs 
and  (Ituation  were  enabled  to  commit  the  mod  cruel 
injuries  on  the  other,  have  always  retained  a  ftronger 
tin&ure  of  national  antipathy  ;  nor  is  their  hatred 
retaliated  on  them  to  an  equal  degree  by  the  French. 
That  country  lies  in  the  middle  of  Europe,  has  been 
fucceffively  engaged  in  hoflilities  with  all  its  neigh- 
bours, the  popular  prejudices  have  been  diverted  into 
many  channels,  and,  among  a  people  of  fofter  man- 
ners, they  never  rofe  to  a  great  height  againft  any 
particular  nation. 

Philip  made  great  preparations  againft  the  at- 
tack from  the  Englilh,  and  fuch  as  feemed  more 
than  fufficient  to  fecure  him  from  the  danger.  Be- 
fides  the  concurrence  of  all  the  nobility  in  his  own 
populous  and  warlike  kingdom,  his  foreign  alliances 
were  both  more  cordial  and  more  powerful  than 
thofe  which  were  formed  by  his  antagonift.  The 
pope,  who  at  this  time  lived  at  Avignon,  was  de- 
pendant or  France,  and  being  difgufted  at  the  con- 
nexions between  Edward  and  Lewis  of  Bavaria, 
whom  he  had  excommunicated,  he  embraced  with 
zeal  and  fmcerity  the  caufe  of  the  French  monarch. 
The  king  of  Navarre,  the  duke  of  Britanny,  the 
count  of  Bar,  were  in  the  fame  interefts ;  and  on 
the  fide   of  Germany,  the  king  of  Bohemia,  the 
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Palatine,  the  dukes  of  Lorraine  and  Auftria,  the  c  H  A  P. 
bifhop  of  Liege,  the  counts  of  Deuxpont,  Vaude-  x  v  ■ 
mont,  and  Geneva.  The  allies  of  Edward  were  in  ^^^7^ 
themfelves  weaker  ;  and  having  no  object  but  his 
money,  which  began  to  be  exhaufted,  they  were 
flow  in  their  motions,  and  irrefolute  in  their  mca- 
fures.  The  duke  of  Brabant,  the  mod.  powerful  *3W' 
among  them,  feemed  even  inclined  to  withdraw 
himfelf  wholly  from  the  alliance  ;  and  the  king  wax 
neceffitated,  both  to  give  the  Brabanters  new  pri- 
vileges in  trade,  and  to  contract,  his  fon  Edward 
with  the  daughter  of  that  prince,  ere  he  could  bring 
him  to  fulfil  his  engagements.  The  fummer  was 
wafted  in  conferences  and  negociations  before  Ed- 
ward could  take  the  field ;  and  he  was  obliged,  in. 
order  to  allure  his  German  allies  into  his  meafures, 
to  pretend  that  the  firlt  attack  ffiould  be  made  upon 
Cambray,  a  city  of  the  empire  which  had  been  gaf- 
rifoned  by  Philip p.  But  finding,  upon  trial,  the 
difficulty  of  the  enterprife,  he  conducted  them  to- 
wards the  frontiers  of  France  ;  and  he  there  faw,  by 
a  fenfible  proof,  the  vanity  of  his  expectations  :  The 
count  ofNamur,  and  even  the  count  of  Hainault, 
his  brother-in-law  (for  the  old  count  was  dead),  re- 
fufed  to  commence  hoftilities  againll  their  liege  lord, 
and  retired  with  their  troops  q.  So  little  account  did 
they  make  of  Edward*s  pretenfions  to  the  crown  of 
France  ! 

The  king,  however,  entered  the  enemy's  cou'^-  War  with 
try,  and  encamped  on  the  fields  of  Vironfoffe  near  F:ailce- 
Capelle,  with  an  army  of  near  50,000  men,  com- 
pofed  almoft  entirely  of  foreigners :  Philip  ap- 
proached him  with  an  army  of  near  double  the 
force,  compofed  chiefly  of  native  fubjects  :  and  it 
was  daily  expected  that  a  battle  would  enfue.  But 
the  Englifh  monarch  was  averfe  to  engage  againll 
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fo  great  a  fuperlority :  The  French  thought  it  luffi- 
cient  if  he  eluded  the  attacks  of  his  enemy,  without 
running  any  unneceffary  hazard.  The  two  armies 
faced  each  other  for  fome  days :  Mutual  defiances 
were  fent :  And  Edward,  at  lad,  retired  into  Flan- 
ders, and  difbanded  his  army  r. 

Such  was  the  fruitlefs  and  almoff.  ridiculous  con- 
clufion  of  Edward's  mighty  preparations ;  and,  as 
his  meafures  were  the  moft  prudent  that  could  be  em- 
braced in  his  fituation,  he  might  learn  from  experi- 
ence in  what  a  hopelefs  enterprife  he  was  engaged. 
His  expences,  though  they  had  led  to  no  end,  had 
been  confuming  and  deftru&ive  :  He  had  contracted 
near  300,000  pounds  of  debt 5 ;  he  had  anticipated 
all  his  revenue  ;  he  had  pawned  every  thing  of  value 
which  belonged  either  to  himfelf  or  his  queen  ;  he 
was  obliged,  in  fome  meafure,  even  to  pawn  himfelf 
to  his  creditors,  by  not  failing  to  England  till  he  ob- 
tained their  permiflion,  and  by  promifing,  on  his 
word  of  honour,  to  return  in  perfon,  if  he  did  not 
remit  their  money. 

But  he  was  a  prince  of  too  much  fpirit  to  be 
difcouraged  by  the  firft  difficulties  of  an  under- 
taking ;  and  he  was  anxious  to  retrieve  his  honour 
by  more  fuccefsful  and  more  gallant  enterprifes. 
For  this  purpofe  he  had,  during  the  courfe  of  the 
campaign,  lent  orders  to  fummon  a  parliament  by 
his  fon  Edward,  whom  he  had  left  with  the  title  of 
guardian,  and  to  demand  fome  fupply  in  his  urgent 
neceflities.  The  barons  feemed  inclined  to  grant 
his  requeft ;  but  the  knights,  who  often,  at  this 
time,  acted  as  a  feparate  body  from  the  burgeffes, 
made  fome  fcruple  of  taxing  the  constituents  with- 
out their  confent ;  and  they  defired  the  guardian  to 
fummon  a  new  parliament,  which  might  be  pro- 
perly impowered  for  that  purpofe.     The  fituation, 

r  Froiflard,  liv.  i.  chap.  41,42,43.    Fleming,  p.  307.    Walfing. 
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of  the  king  and  parliament  was  for  the  time  nearly  C  hap, 
fimilar  to  that  which  they  conftantly  fell  into  about       Xy'    « 
the  beginning  of  the  laft  century;  and  fimilar  con-      ^21, 
fequences  began  vifibly  to  appear.     The  king,  fen- 
fible  of  the  frequent  demands  which  he  mould  be 
obliged  to  make  on  his  people,  had  been  anxious  to 
enfure  to  his  friends  a  feat  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, and  at  his  mitigation  the  fherirTs  and  other 
placemen  had  made  intereil  to  be  elected  into  that 
alfembly  ;    an  abufe  which  the  knights  deiired  the 
king  to  correct  by  the  tenor  of  his  writ  of  fummons, 
and  which  was  accordingly  remedied.    On  the  other 
hand,  the  knights  had   profeifedly  annexed  condi- 
tions to  their  intended  grant,  and  required  a  confi- 
derable  retrenchment  of  the  royal  prerogatives,  par- 
ticularly with   regard  to    purveyance,    and   the  le- 
vying of  the  ancient  feudal  aids  for  knighting  the 
king's  eldeft  fon,  and  marrying  his  eldeft  daughter. 
The  new  parliament  called  by  the  guardian  retained 
the  fame  free  fpirit ;  and  though  they  offered  a  large 
fupply  of  30,000  facks   of  wool,   no  bufinefs  was 
concluded  ;    becaufe  the  conditions  which  they  an- 
nexed appeared  too  high  to  be  compenfated  by  a 
temporary  concemon.     But  when  Edward  himfeif 
came  over  to  England  he  fummoned  another  par- 
liament, and  he  had  the  intcreft  to  procure  a  fupply 
on  more  moderate  terms.     A  confirmation  of  the 
two  charters,  and  of  the  privileges  of  boroughs,  a 
pardon  for  old  debts  and  trefpaifes,  and  a  remedy 
for  fome  abufes  in  the  execution  of  common  law, 
were  the  chief  conditions  infilled  on  ;  and  the  king, 
in  return  for  his  concemons  on  thefe  heads,  obtained 
from  the  barons  and  knights  an  unnufual  grant  for 
two  years,  of  the  ninth  fheaf,  lamb,  and  fleece  on 
their  eftates ;  and  from  the  burgeffes  a  ninth  of  their 
moveables  at  their  true  value.     The  whole  parlia- 
ment alfo  granted  a  duty  of  forty  millings  on  each 
fack  of  wool  exported,  on  each  three  hundred  wool- 
fells,  and  on  each  laft  of  leather  for  the  fame  term 
Vol.  II.  D  d  of 
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C  HAP.  of  years;  but  dreading  the  arbitrary  fpirit  of  the 
xv-  crown,  they  exprefsly  declared  that  this  grant  was 
to  continue  no  longer,  and  was  not  to  be  drawn  into 
precedent.  Being  foon  after  fenfible  that  this  fup- 
ply,  though  confiderable  and  very  unufual-  in  that 
age,  would  come  in  ilowly,  and  would  not  anfwer  the 
king's  urgent  neceffities,  proceeding  both  from  his 
debts  and  his  preparations  for  war  5  they  agreed  that 
20,000  facks  of  wool  mould  immediately  be  granted 
him,  and  their  value  be  deducted  from  the  ninths 
which  were  afterwards  to  be  levied. 

But  there  appeared  at  this  time  another  jealoufy 
in  the  parliament  which  was  very  reafonable,  and 
was  founded  on  a  fentiment  that  ought  to  have  en- 
gaged them  rather  to  check  than  fupport  the  king 
in  all  thoie  ambitious  projects  fo  little  likely  to  prove 
fuccefsful,  and  fo  dangerous  to  the  nation  if  they 
did.  Edward,  who,  before  the  commencement  of 
the  former  campaign,  had  in  feveral  commiffions  af- 
firmed the  title  of  king  of  France,  now  more  openly 
in  all  public  deeds  gave  himfelf  that  appellation,  and 
always  quartered  the  arms  of  France  with  thofe  of ' 
England  in  his  feals  and  enftgns-.  The  parliament 
thought  proper  to  obviate  the  confequences  of  this 
meaiure,  and  to  declare  that  they  owed  him  no  obe- 
dience as  king  of  France,  and  that  the  two  king- 
doms muft  for  ever  remain  diitintr.  and  independent c* 
They  undoubtedly  forefaw  that  France,  if  fubdued, 
would  in  the  end  prove  the  feat  of  government ;  and 
they  deemed  this  previous  proteftation  neceffary,  in 
order  to  prevent  their  becoming  a  province  to  that 
monarchy.  A  frail  fecurky,  if  the  event  had  really 
taken  place  1 
*$4<»i  As  Philip  was  apprifed,  from   the  preparations 

which  were  making  both  in  England  and  the  Low 
Countries,  that  he  muft  expecl  another  invafion 
from  Edward,    he  fitted  oat  a  great  fleet  of  400 
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reitels,  manned  with  40,000  men  ;  and  he  ftatloned  CHAP; 
them  off  Sluife,  with  a  view  of  intercepting  the  x^_* 
king  in  his  paffage.  The  Englifh  navy  was  much  "T^T" 
inferior  in  number,  confiding  only  of  240  fail  j  but  Naval  vie* 
whether  it  were  by  the  fuperior  abilities  of  Edward,  jJJfjun* 
or  the  greater  dexterity  of  his  feamen,  they  gained 
the  wind  of  the  enemy,  and  had  the  fun  in  their 
backs ;  and  with  thefe  advantages  began  the  aclion. 
The  battle  was  fierce  and  bloody :  The  Englifh, 
archers,  whofe  force  and  addrefs  were  now  much  ce- 
lebrated, galled  the  French  on  their  approach :  And 
when  the  mips  grappled  together,  and  the  conteft 
became  more  fteady  and  furious,  the  example  of 
the  king,  and  of  fo  many  gallant  nobles  who  accom- 
panied him,  animated  to  fuch  a  degree  the  feamen 
and  foldiery,  that  they  maintained  every  where  a 
fuperiority  over  the  enemy.  The  French  alfo  had 
been  guilty  of  fome  imprudence  in  taking  their  fta- 
tion  fo  near  the  coaft  of  Flanders,  and  chufing  that 
place  for  the  fcene  of  attion.  The  Flemings,  def- 
crying  the  battle,  hurried  out  of  their  harbours,  and 
brought  a  re-inforcement  to  the  Englifh ;  which, 
coming  unexpectedly,  had  a  greater  effecl:  than  in 
proportion  to  its  power  and  numbers.  Two  hun- 
dred and  thirty  French  mips  were  taken :  Thirty 
thoufand  Frenchmen  were  killed,  with  two  of  their 
admirals :  The  lofs  of  the  Englifh  was  inconfider* 
able,  compared  to  the  greatnefs  and  importance  of 
the  victory".  None  of  Philip's  courtiers,  it  is  faid, 
dared  to  inform  him  of  the  event ;  till  his  fool  or 
jefter  gave  him  a  hint,  by  which  he  difcovered  the 
lofs  that  he  had  fuftained  w. 

The  luftre  of  this  great  fuccefs  increafed  the 
king's  authority  among  his  allies,  who  aflembled 
their  forces  with  expedition,  and  joined  the  Englifh 
army.    Edward  marched  to  the  frontiers  of  France, 
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C  HA  p.  at  the  head  of  above  100,000  men,  confiding  chiefly 
xv'  ,  of  foreigners,  a  more  numerous  army  than  either 
i34o.  before  or  fmce  has  ever  been  commanded  by  any 
king  of  England  *.  At  the  fame  time  the  Flemings, 
to  the  number  of  50,000  men,  marched  out  under 
the  command  of  Robert  of  Artois,  and  laid  fiege 
to  St.  Omer ;  but  this  tumultuary  army,  compofed 
entirely  of  trade-mien  unexperienced  in  war,  was 
routed  by  a  fally  of  the  garriion,  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  abilities  of.  their  leader,  was  thrown  into  fuch 
a  panic,  that  they  were  inftantly  difperfed,  and  never 
more  appeared  in  the  field.  The  enterprifes  of  Ed- 
ward, though  not  attended  with  fo  inglorious  an 
iiTue,  proved  equally  vain  and  fruitlefs.  The  king  of 
France  had  aflembled  an  army  more  numerous  than 
the  Englifh  ;  was  accompanied  ,by  all  the  chief  no- 
bility of  his  kingdom  j  was  attended  by  many  foreign 
princes,  and  even  by  three  monarchs,  the  kings  of 
Bohemia,  Scotland,  and  Navarre  y :  Yet  he  ftill  ad- 
hered to  the  prudent  refolution  of  putting  nothing 
to  hazard,  and  after  throwing  ltrong  garrifons  into 
all  the  frontier  towns,  he  retired  backwards,  per- 
fuaded  that  the  enemy,  having  wafted  their  force  in 
fonie  tedious  and  unfuccefsful  enterprife,  would  af- 
ford him  an  eafy  victory . 

Tournay  was  at  that  time  one  of  the  moil  consi- 
derable cities  of  Flanders,  containing  above  60,000 
inhabitants  of  all  ages,  who  were  affectionate  to  the 
French  government ;  and  as  the  fecret  of  Edward's 
deligns  had  not  been  flrictly  kept,  Philip  learned 
that  the  Englifh,  in  order  to  gratify  their  Flemifh 
allies,  had  intended  to  open  the  campaign  with  the 
fjeg£  of  this  place  :  Fie  took  care,  therefore,  to 
fupply  it  with  a  garrifon  of  14,000  men,  com- 
manded by  the  braveft  nobility  of  France  •,  and  he. 
reafonably  expected  that  thefe  forces,  joined  to  the 
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inhabitants,  would  be  able  to  defend  the  city  again  ft  CM  A  p. 
all  the  efforts  of  the  enemy.  Accordingly  Edward,  W-__V ' 
when  he  commenced  the  fiege,  about  the  end  of  i34S, 
July,  found  every  where  an  obftinate  refiftance  : 
The  valour  of  one  fide  was  encountered  with  equal 
valour  by  the  other:  Every  affault  was  repulled, 
and  proved  unfuccefsful :  And  the  king  was  at  lad 
obliged  to  turn  the  fiege  into  a  blockade,  in  hopes 
that  the  great  numbers  of  the  garrifon  and  citizens, 
which  had  enabled  them  to  defend  themfelves 
againft  his  attacks,  would  but  expofe  them  to  be 
the  more  eafily  reduced  by  famine2.  The  count 
of  Eu,'  who  commanded  in  Tournay,  as  foon  as 
he  perceived  that  the  Englifti  had  formed  this  plan 
of  operations,  endeavoured  to.fave  his  provifions, 
by  expelling  all  the  ufelefs  mouths  ;  and  the  duke  of 
Brabant,  who  wifhed  no  fuccefs  to  Edward's  enter- 
prifes,  gave  every  one  a  free  paflage  through  his 
quarters.  ; 

After  the  fiege  had  continued  ten  weeks, .the 
city  was  reduced  to  diftrefs ;  and  Philip,  recalling 
all  his  fcattered  garrifons,  advanced  towards  .  the 
•Englifti  camp,  at  the  head  of  a  mighty  army,  with 
an  intention  of  ftill  avoiding  any  decifive  action, 
but  of  feeking  fome  opportunity  for  throwing  relief 
into  the  place.  Here  Edward,  irritated  with  the  fmall 
progrefs  he  had  hitherto-  made,  and  with  the  dis- 
agreeable profpect  that  lay  before  him,  fent  Philip 
a  defiance  by  a  herald  ;  and  challenged  him  to  de- 
cide their  claims  for  the  crown  of  France,  either  by 
fingle  combat,  or  by  an  action  of  a  hundred  againft 
a  hundred,  or  by  a  general  engagement.  But  Phi- 
lip  replied,  that  Edward  having  done  homage  to 
him  for  the  dutchy  of  Guienne,  and  having  folemnly 
acknowledged  him  for  his  fuperior,  it  by  no  means 
became  him  to  fend  a  defiance  to  his  liege  lord  and 
Sovereign :  That  he  was  confident,  notwithstanding 
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CHAP,  all  Edward's  preparations,  and  his  conjunction  with 
the  rebellious  Flemings,  he  himfelf  mould  fooii  be 
able  to  chafe  him  from  the  frontiers  of  France  : 
That  as  the  hoflilities  from  England  had  prevented 
him  from  executing  his  purpofed  crufade  again!!  the 
infidels,  he  trufted  in  the  affiftance  o\  the  Almighty, 
who  would  reward  his  pious  intentions,  and  punifh 
the  aggreiior,  whofe  ill-grounded  claims  had  ren- 
dered them  abortive  :  That  Edward  propofed  a  duel 
on  very  unequal  terms,  and  offered  to  hazard  only 
his  own  perfon  againfl  both  the  kingdom  of  France, 
and  the  perfon  of  the  king :  But  that  if  he  would 
increafe  the  flake,  and  put  alfo  the  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land on  the  iiTue  of  the  duel,  he  would,  notwith- 
standing that  the  terms  would  ftill  be  unequal, 
very  willingly  accept  of  the  challenge  \  It  was 
eafy  to  fee  that  thefe  mutual  bravadoes  were  in- 
tended only  to  dazzle  the  populace,  and  that  the 
two  kings  were  too  wife  to  think  of  executing  their 
pretended  purpofe. 

While  the  French  and  Engliih  armies  lay  in 
this  fituation,  and  a  general  action  was  every  day 
expected,  Jane,  countefs  dowager  of  Hainault,  in- 
terpofed  with  her  good  offices,  and  endeavoured  to 
conciliate  peace  between  the  contending  monarchs, 
and  to  prevent  any  farther  effufion  of  blood.  This 
princefs  was  mother-in-law  to  Edward,  and  filter 
to  Philip ;  and  though  flie  had  taken  the  vows  in  a 
convent,  and  had  renounced  the  world,  fire  left  her 
retreat  on  this  occafion,  and  employed  all  her  pious 
efforts  to  allay  thofe  animofities  which  had  taken 
place  between  perfons  fo  nearly  related  to  her  and 
to  each  other.  As  Philip  had  no  material  claims 
on  his  antagonift,  fhe  found  that  he  hearkened  wil- 
lingly to  the  propofals ;  and  even  the  haughty  and 
ambitious  Edward,   convinced   of  his   fruitless   at- 
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tempt,  was  not  aycrfe  to  her  negotiation.     He  was  c  g  a  p. 
fenfible,   from  experience,  that  he  had  engaged  in  ^Xv^ 
an  enterprife  which  far   exceeded  his  force ;  and      J340. 
that  the  power  of  England  was  never  likely  to  pre- 
vail over  that  of  a  fuperior  kingdom,  firmly  united 
under  an  able  and  prudent  monarch.  He  discovered 
that  all  the  allies  whom  he  could  gain  by  negotia- 
tion were  at  bottom  averfe  to  his  enterprife ;  and 
though  they  might  fecond  it  to  a  certain  length, 
would  immediately  detach  themfelves,  and  oppofe 
its   final   accomplifhment,    if  ever   they   couid   be 
brought  to  think  that  there  was  ferioufty  any  danger 
of  it.     He  even  few  that  their  chief  purpofe  was 
to   obtain   money  from  him ;  and  as  his  fupplies 
from  England  came  in  very  ilowly,  and  had  much 
difappointed   his   expectations,    he  perceived   their 
growing  indifference  in  his  caufe,  and  their  defire  of 
embracing   all   plaufible  terms   of  accommodation. 
Convinced  at  Iaft  that  an  undertaking  mud  be  im- 
prudent which  could  only  be  fupported  by  means  fo 
unequal  to  the  end,  he  concluded  a  truce,  which  3^  Sept, 
left  both  parties  in  poffefTion  of  their  prefent  ac- 
quifitions,  and  flopped  all  farther  hoflilities  on  the 
fide  of  the  Low  Countries,  Guienne,  and  Scotland, 
till  midfummer  nextb.    A  negotiation  was  foon  after 
opened  at  Arras,  under  the  mediation  of  the  pope's 
legates  j  and  the  truce  was  attempted  to  be  converted 
into    a  folid   peace.     Edward   here   required   that 
Philip  mould  free  Guienne  from  all  claims  of  fupe- 
riority,  and  entirely  withdraw  his  protection  from 
Scotland ;  But  as  he  feemed  not  anywife  entitled 
to  malye  fuch  high  demands,  either  from  his  paft  fuc- 
ceifes,  or  future  profpects,  they  were  totally  rejected 
by  Philip,  who  agreed  only  to  a,  prolongation  of  the 
truce. 

The  king  of  France  foon  after  detached  the  em- 
peror Lewis  from  the  alliance  of  England,  and  en» 
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gaged  him  to  revoke  the  title  of  Imperial  Vicar, 
which  he  had  conferred  on  Edward  c.  The  king's 
j3^0i  other  allies  on  the  frontiers  of  France,  difappointed 
in  their  hopes,  gradually  withdrew  from  the  confe- 
deracy. And  Edward  himfelf,  haraffed  by  his  nu- 
merous and  importunate  creditors,  was  obliged  to 
make  his  efcape  by.  ftealth  into  England. 
Domeftic  The  unufual  tax  of  a  ninth  fheaf,  lamb,  and 
difturb-  fleece,  impofed  by  parliament,  together  with:  the 
great  want  of  money,  and  ftill  more,  of  credit  in 
England,  had  rendered  the  remittances  to  Flanders 
extremely  backward ;  nor  could  it  be  expected  that 
any  expeditious  method  of  collecting  an  impofition, 
which  was  fo  new  in  i'tfelf,  and  which  yielded  only 
a  gradual  produce,  could  poffibly  be  contrived  by  the 
king  or  his  minifters.  And  though  the  parliament, 
forefeeing  the  inconvenience,  had  granted,  as  a 
prefent  refource,  20,000  facks  of  wool,  the  only 
Englifh  goods  that  bore  a  fure  price  in  foreign  mar- 
kets, and  were  the'  next  to  ready  money ;  it  was  im- 
poffible  but  the  getting  poffeffion  of  luch  a  bulky 
commodity,  the  gathering  it  from  different  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  and  the  difpofing  of  it  abroad, 
muft  take  up  more  time  than  the  urgency  of  the 
king's  affairs  would  permit,  and  muft  occafion  all 
the  difappointments  complained  of  during  the  courfe 
of  the  campaign.  But  though  nothing  had  hapr 
pened  which  Edward  might  not  reafbnably  have 
forefeen,  he  was  fo  irritated  with  the  unfortunate 
iffue  of  his  military  operations,  and  fo  much  vexed 
and  affronted  by  his  foreign  creditors,  that  he  was 
determined  to  throw  the  blame  fomewhere  off  him- 
felf, and  he  came  in  very  bad  humour  into  England. 
He  difcovered  his  peeviffi  difpofition  by  the  firft  act 
which  he  performed  after  his  arrival  :  As  he  landed 
unexpectedly,  he  found  the  Tower  negligently 
guarded  ;  and  he  immediately  committed  to  prifon 
the  conftable,  and  all  others  who  had  the  charge  of 

c  Heming.  p.  i$z.     Ypod.  Neuft.  p.- 514.  Knyghton,  p.  2580. 
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that  fortrefs,  and  he  treated  them  with  unufual  ri- 
gour d.  His  vengeance  fell  next  on  the  officers  of  the 
revenue,  the  Sheriffs,  the  collectors  of  the  taxes,  the 
undertakers  of  all  kinds  ;  and  befides  difmiffing  all 
of  them  from  their  employments,  he  appointed  com- 
miffioners  to  enquire  into  their  conduct ;  and  thefe 
men,  in  order  to  gratify  the  king's  humour,  were 
fure  not  to  find  any  perfon  innocent  who  came  be- 
fore them6.  Sir  John  St.  Paul  keeper  of  the  privy 
feal,  fir  John  Stonore  chief  juftice,  Andrew  Au- 
brey mayor  of  London,  were  difplaced  and  impri- 
soned ;  as  were  alfo  the  bifhop  of  Chichefler  chan- 
cellor, and  the  bifhop  of  Litchfield  treafurer.  Strat- 
ford archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  to  whom  the  charge 
of  collecting  the  new  taxes  had  been  chiefly  entrufted, 
fell  likewife  under  the  king's  difpleafure ;  but  being 
abfent  at  the  time  of  Edward's  arrival,  he  efcaped 
feeling  the  immediate  effects  of  it. 

There  were  flrong  reafons  which  might  difcou- 
-rage  the  kings  of  England  in  thofe  ages  from  be- 
llowing the  chief  offices  of  the  crown  on  prelates 
and  other  ecclefiaftical  perfons.  .  Thefe  men  had  fo 
intrenched  themfelves  in  privileges  and  immunities, 
and  fo  openly  challenged  an  exemption  from  all  fe- 
cular  jurifdiction,  that  no  civil  penalty  could  be  in- 
flicted on  them  for  any  malverfation  in  office  ;  and 
as  even  treafon  itfelf  was  declared  to  be  no  canonical 
■offence,  nor  was  allowed  to  be  a  fufficient  reafon  for 
deprivation  or  other  fpiritual  cenfures,  that  order  of 
men  had  enfured  to  themfelves  an  almoft  total  impu- 
nity, and  were  not  bound  by  any  political  law  or  fta- 
■tute.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  there  were  many  pe- 
culiar caufes  which  favoured  their  promotion.  Be- 
fides that  they  poffefTed  almoft  all  the  learning  of  the 
age,  and  were  beft  qualified  for  civil  employments  ; 
ihe  prelates  enjoyed  equal  dignity  with  the  greateft 
barons,  and  gave  weight,  by  their  perfonal  authority, 

11  Ypod.  Neuil.  p.  513. 
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C  H  AP.  to  the  powers  entrufled  with  them:  While  at  the 
•  J^ll,  fame  time  they  did  not  endanger  the  crown,  by  accu* 
'  Ji340t     mulating  wealth  or  influence  in  their  families,  and 
were  retrained,  by  the  decency  of  their  character, 
from  that  open  rapine  and  violence  fo  often  pracufed 
by  the  nobles.    Thefe  motives  had  induced  Edward, 
as  well  as  many  of  his  predeceffors,    to  entruft  the 
chief  departments   of  government  in  the  hands  of 
ecclefiaftics,  at  the  hazard  of  feeing  them  difown  his 
authority  as  foon  as  it  was  turned  againft  them. 
*j4i-  This  was   the    cafe    with  archbifhop  Stratford, 

That  prelate,  informed  of  Edward's  indignation 
againft  him,  prepared  himfelf  for  the  ftorm ;  and 
not  content  with  (landing  upon  the  defenfive,  he  re- 
folved,  by  beginning  the  attack,  to  mow  the  king 
that  he  knew  the  privileges  of  his  character,  and  had 
courage  to  maintain  them.  He  iflued  a  general 
fentence  of  excommunication  againft  all  who  on  any 
pretext  exercifed  violence  on  the  perfon  or  goods  of 
clergymen  ;  who  infringed  thofe  privileges  fecured 
by  the  great  charter,  and  by  ecclefiaftical  canons ; 
or  who  accufed  a  prelate  of  treafon,  or  any  other 
crime,  in  order  to  bring  him  under  the  king's  dif- 
pleafure f.  Even  Edward  had  reafon  to  think  him- 
felf ftruck  at  by  this  fentence  ;  both  on  account  of 
the  imprifonment  of  the  two  bifhops  and  that  of 
other  clergymen  concerned  in  levying  the  taxes,  and 
on  account  of  his  feizing  their  lands  and  moveables, 
that  he  might  make  them  anfwerable  for  any  ba^ 
lance  which  remained  in  their  hands.  The  clergy, 
with  the  primate  at  their  head,  were  now  formed 
into  a  regular  combination  againft  the  king;  and 
many  calumnies  were  fpread  agaiufl  him,  in  order 
to  deprive  him  of  the  confidence  and  affections  of 
his  people.  It  was  pretended  that  he  meant  to  re- 
cal  the  general  pardon,  and  the  remimon  which  he 

f  Heming.  p.  339.    Ang-.  Sacra,  vol.  i.  p.  zi,  Z2-    Walfingham, 
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had  granted  of  old  debts,  and  to  impofe  new  and  c  HA  p. 
arbitrary  taxes  without  confent  of  parliament.  The  v^-v- 
archbimop  went  fo  far,  in  a  letter  to  the  king  him-  1341. 
felf,  as  to  tell  him  that  there  were  two  powers  by 
which  the  world  was  governed,  the  holy  pontifical 
apoftolic  dignity,  and  the  royal  fubordinate  autho- 
rity :  That  of  thefe  two  powers  the  clerical  was  evi- 
dently the  fupreme  ;  fince  the  priefts  were  to  anfwer 
at  the  tribunal  of  the  divine  judgment  for  the  con- 
duct of  kings  themfelves :  That  the  clergy  were  the 
fpiritual  fathers  of  all  the  faithful,  and  amongfl 
others  of  kings  and  princes ;  and  were  entitled,  by 
a  heavenly  charter,  to  direct  their  wills  and  actions, 
and  to  cenlure  their  tranfgreftions :  And  that  pre- 
lates had  heretofore  cited  emperors  before  their  tri- 
bunal, had  (itten  in  judgment  on  their  life  and  be- 
haviour, and  had  anathematized  them  for  their  ob- 
ilinate  offences  f.  Thefe  topics  were  not  well  cal- 
culated to  appeafe  Edward's  indignation  ;  and  when 
he  called  a  parliament,  he  fent  not  to  the  primate,  as 
to  the  other  peers,  a  fummons  to  attend  it.  Strat- 
ford was  not  difcouraged  at  this  mark  of  neglect  or 
anger :  He  appeared  before  the  gates,  arrayed  in 
his  pontifical  robes,  holding  the  crofier  in  his  hand, 
and  accompanied  by  a  pompous  train  of  priefts  and 
prelates ;  and  he  required  admittance  as  the  firft  and 
highefl  peer  in  the  realm.  During  two  days  the 
king  rejected  his  application :  But  fenfible  either 
that  this  affair  might  be  attended  with  dangerous 
confequences,  or  that  in  his  impatience  he  had 
groundlefsly  accufed  the  primate  of  malverfation  in 
his  office,  which  feems  really  to  have  been  the  cafe, 
he  at  lad  permitted  him  to  take  his  feat,  and  was 
reconciled  to  him h. 

Edward  now  found  himfelf  in  a  bad  fituation 
both  with  his  own  people  and  with  foreign  flates ; 
and  it  required  all  his  genius  and  capacity  to  extri- 

g  Anglia  Sacra,  vol.  i.  p.  if,  h  Ibid.  p.  38;  30,  40,  41. 
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CHAP,  cate  himfelf  from  fuch  multiplied  difficulties  and 
x^l,  embarraffments.  His  unjuft  and  exorbitant  claims 
I34I.  on  France  and  Scotland  had  engaged  him  in  an  im- 
placable war  with  thefe  two  kingdoms,  his  neareft 
neighbours  :  He  had  loft  almoft  all  his  foreign  al- 
liances by  his  irregular  payments  :  He  was  deeply 
involved  in  debts,  for  which  he  owed  a  confuming 
intereft  :  His  military  operations  had  vaniihed  into 
fmoke  :  and  except  his  naval  victory,  none  of  them 
had  been  attended  even  with  glory  or  renown,  either 
to  himfelf  or  to  the  nation  :  The  animofity  between 
him  and  the  clergy  was  open  and  declared :  The 
people  were  difcontented  on  account  of  many  arbi- 
trary meafures  in  which  he  had  been  engaged:  And, 
what  was  more  dangerous,  the  nobility,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  his  prefent  neceilities,  were  determined 
to  retrench  his  power,  and  by  encroaching  on  the 
ancient  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  to  acquire  to 
themfelves  independence  and  authority.  But  the 
afpiring  genius  of  Edward,  which  had  fo  far  tranf- 
ported  him  beyond  the  bounds  of  difcretion, 
proved  at  lail  fufficient  to  reinftate  him  in  his  for- 
mer authority,  and  finally,  to  render  his  reign  the 
mod  triumphant  that  is  to  be  met  with  in  Englifh 
flory  :  Though  for  the  prefent  he  was  obliged,  with 
fome  lofs  of  honour,  to  yield  to  the  current  which 
bore  fo  ftrongly  againft  him. 

The  parliament  framed  an  act,  which  was  likely 
to  produce  confiderable  innovations  in  the  govern- 
ment. 7  hey  premifed,  that  whereas  the  great  char- 
ter had,  to  the  manifefl  peril  and  ilander  of  the 
king,  and  damage  of  his  people,  been  violated  in 
many  points,  particularly  by  the  imprifonment  of 
free  men,  and  the  feizure  of  their  goods,  without 
fuit,  indictment,  or  trial,  it  was  neceifary  to  con- 
firm it  anew,  and  to  oblige  all  the  chief  officers  of 
the  law,  together  with  the  ileward-and  chamberlain 
of  the  houlhold,  the  keeper  of  the  privy-feal,  the 
controller  and  treafurer  of  the  wardrobe,  and  thole 

who 


E    D    WAR    D      III.  413 

who  were  entrufted  with  the  education  of  the  young  chap. 
prince,  to  fwear  to  the  regular  obfervance  of  it.  x^j 
They  alfo  remarked,  that  the  peers  of  the  realm  had  1341"" 
formerly  been  arretted  and  imprifoned,  and  difpof- 
feffed  of  their  temporalties  and  lands,  and  even 
fome  of  them  put  to  death,  without  judgment  or 
trial ;  and  they  therefore  enacted  that  fuch  vio- 
lences mould  henceforth  ceafe,  and  no  peer  be  pu- 
nifhed  but  by  the  award  of  his  peers  in  parliament.. 
They  required,  that  whenever  any  of  the  great  of- 
fices above  mentioned  became  vacant,  the  king- 
mould  fill  it  by  the  advice  of  his  council,  and  the 
confent  of  fuch  barons  as  mould  at  that  time  be 
found  to  refide  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  court. 
And  they  enacled,  that  on  the  third  day  of  every, 
feffion,  the  king  fhould  refume  into  his  own  hand 
all  thefe  offices,  except  thofe  of  juftices  of  the  two 
benches,  and  the  barons  of  exchequer  ;  that  the  mi- 
nisters mould  for  -the  time  be  reduced  to  private 
perfons ;  that  they  „fhou Id  in  that  condition  anfwer 
before  parliament  to  any  accufation  brought  againil 
them  ;  and  that,  if  they  were  found  anywife  guilty, 
they  mould  finally  be  difpoiTefTed  of  their  offices,. 
and  more  able  perfons  be  fubilituted  in  their  place  '. 
By  thefe  laft  regulations  the  barons  approached  as 
near  as  they  durfl  to  thofe  reftrictions  which  had 
formerly  been  impofed  on  Henry  III.  and  Ed- 
ward II.  and  which,  from  the  dangerous  confe- 
quences  attending  them,  had  become  fo  generally, 
odious,  that  they  did  not  expect  to  have  either  the 
concurrence  of  the  people  in  demanding  them,  or 
the  alfent  of  the  prefent  king  in  granting  them. 

In  return  for  thefe  important  conceihons,  the 
parliament  offered  the  king  a  grant  of  20,000  facks 
of  wool  ;  and  his  wants  were  fo  urgent,  from  the 
clamours  of  his  creditors,  and  the  demands  of  his 
foreign  allies,  that  he  was  obliged  to  accept  of  the 

«  1  j  Edward  171. 
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CHAP,  fupply  on  tbefe  hard  conditions.     He  ratified  this 
,_       '    ,,  ftatute  in  full  parliament ;  but  hefecretly  entered  a 
»3^i.      proteft  of  fuch  a  nature    as   were    fufficient,    one 
mould  imagine,  to  deftroy  all  future  truft  and  con- 
fidence with  his  people :  He  declared,  that  as   foori 
as  his  convenience  permitted,  he   would,  from  his 
own  authority,    revoke    what  had   been    extorted 
from  him   .     Accordingly,  he  was  no  fooner  pof- 
fefTed  of  the  parliamentary  fupply,  than  he  iffued  an 
edict,  which  contains  many  extraordinary  pofitions 
and  pretenfions.     He  fir  ft  aflerts,  that  that  ftatute 
had  been  enacted  contrary  to  law  ;  as  if  a  free  legif- 
lative  body  could  ever  do  any  thing  illegal.     He 
next  affirms,  that  as  it  was  hurtful  to  the  preroga- 
tives of  the  crown,  which  he  had  fworn  to  defend, 
he  had  only  difTembled  when  he  feemed  to  ratify  it, 
but  that  he  had  never  in  his  own  bread  given  his 
affenttoit.     He  does  riot  pretend  that  either  he  or 
the  parliament  lay  under  force  j  but  only  that  fome 
inconvenience  would  have  enfued,  had  he  not  feem- 
ingly  affixed  his  fanction  to  that  pretended  ftatute. 
He  therefore,  with  the  advice  of  his  council,    and 
oifome  earls  and  barons,  abrogates  and  annuls  it ; 
and  though  he  profeiTes  himfelf  willing  and  deter- 
mined to  obferve  fuch  articles  of  it  as  were  formerly 
law,  he  declares  it  to  have  thenceforth  no  force  or 
authority1.     The  parliaments  that  were  afterwards 
affembled  took  no  notice  of  this  arbitrary  exertion 
of  royal  power,  which,  by  a  parity  of  reafon,    left 
all  their  laws  at  the  mercy  of  the  king  ;  and,  during 
the  courfe  of  two  years,  Edward  had  fo  far  re-efta- 
blifhed  his  influence,    and  freed  himfelf  from  his 
prefent  neceffities,  that  he  then  obtained  from  his 

k  Statutes  at  Large,  i$  Edw.  III.  That  this  proteft  of  the  king's 
■Vzsfecret,  appears  evidently,  fince  othenvife  it  would  have  been  ridi- 
culous in  the  parliament  to  have  accepted  of  his  aflent :  Belides,  the 
king  owns  that  he  dffimbleJ,  which  would  nothave  been  the  cafe  had 
his  proteft  been  public. 
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parliament  a  legal  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  ftatutem.  chap. 
This  tranfaclion  certainly  contains  remarkable  cir-  \^J^i^ 
cumftances,  which  difcover  the  manners  and  fenti-      I34Il 
ments  of  the  age  ;  and  may  prove  what  inaccurate 
work  might  be  expected  from  fuch  rude  hands,  when 
employed  in  legiflation,  and  in  rearing  the  delicate 
fabric  of  laws  and  a  conftitution. 

But  though  Edward  had  happily  recovered  his 
authority  at  home,  which  had  been  impaired  by 
the  events  of  the  French  war,  he  had  undergone  fa 
many  mortifications  from  that  attempt,  and  faw  fo 
little  profpecl:  of  fuccefs,  that  he  would  probably 
have  dropped  his  claim,  had  not  a  revolution  in 
Britanny  opened  to  him  more  promifing  views,  and 
given  his  enterprifmg  genius  a  full  opportunity  of  dif- 
playing  itfelf. 

John  III.  duke  of  Britanny  had,  during  fome  ^Ta'TS  ^ 
years,  found  himfelf  declining  through  age  and  in- 
firmities ;  and  having  no  iiiue,  he  was  folicitious  to 
prevent  thofe  diforders  to  which,  on  the  event  of 
his  demife,  a  difputed  luccellion  might  expofe  his 
fubjects.  His  younger  brother,  the  count  of  Pen- 
thievre,  had  left  only  one  daughter,  whom  the  duke 
deemed  his  heir  ;  and  as  his"  family  had  inherited  the 
dutchy  by  a  female  fucceffion,  he  thought  her  title 
preferable  to  that  of  the  count  of  Mountfort,  who, 
being  his  brother  by  a  fecond  marriage,  was  the 
male  heir  of  that  principality n.  He  accordingly 
purpofcd  to  beltow  his  niece  in  marriage  on  feme 
perfon  who  might  be  able  to  defend  her  rights ;  and 
he  call  his  eye  on  Charles  of  Blois,  nephew  of  the 
king  of  France,  by  his  mother  Margaret  of  Valois, 
filler  to  that  monarch.  But  as  he  both  loved  his 
fubjecls,  and  was  beloved  by  them,  he  determined 
not  to  take  this  important  ftep  without  their  appro* 
bation  ;  and  having-  aflembled  theftates  of  Britannv, 

*  Cotton's  Abridgm.  p.  %%.  39.         ••»  FroifTar  .3.  liv.  i.  chap.  64. 
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chap,  he  reprefented  to  them  the  advantages  of  that  alli- 
xv-  ance,  and  the  profpeft  which  it  gave  of  an  entire 
fettlement  of  the  fucceffion.  The  Bretons  willingly 
concurred  in  his  choice  :  The  marriage  was  con- 
cluded :  All  his  vaffals,  and  among  the  reft  the 
count  of  Mo'untfort,  fwore  fealty  to  Charles  and  to 
his  corifort  as  to  their  future  fovereigns :  And  every 
danger  of  civil  commotions  feemed  to  be  obviated, 
as  far  as  human*  prudence  couid  provide  a  remedy 
againft  them. 

But  on  the  death  of  this  good  prince,  the  am- 
bition of  the  count  of  Mountfort  broke  through  all 
thefe  regulations,  and  kindled  a  war,  not  only  dan- 
gerous to  Britanny,  but  to  a  great  part  of  Europe. 
While  Charles  of  Blois  was  foliciting  at  the  court  of 
France  the  inveftiture  of  the  dutchy,  Mountfort 
was  active  in  acquiring  immediate  pofTeffion  of  it ; 
and  by  force  or  intrigue  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of 
Rennes,  Nantz,  Breft,  Hennebonne,  and  all  the 
moft  important  fortrefTes,  and  engaged  many  con- 
fiderable  barons  to  acknowledge  his  authority0. 
Senfible  that  he  could  expect  no  favour  from  Philip, 
he  made  a  voyage  to  England,  on  pretence  of  foli- 
citino-  his  claim  to  the  earldom  of  Richmond,  which 
had  devolved  to  him  by  his  brother's  death  ;  and 
there,  offering  to  do  homage  to  Edward  as  king  of 
France,  for  the  dutchy  of  Britanny,  he  propoled  a 
it.nct.  alliance  for  the  fupport  of  their  mutual  pre- 
tenfions.  Edward  faw  immediately  the  advantages 
attending  this  treaty:  Mountfort,  an  active  and  va- 
liant prince,  clofely  united  to  him  by  intereft,. 
opened  at  once  an  entrance  into  the  heart  of  France, 
and  afforded  him  much  more  flattering  views  than 
his  allies  on  the  fide  of  Germany  and  the  Low  Coun- 
tries, who  had  no  fincere  attachment  to  his  caufe, 
and  whofe  progrefs  was  alfo  obft rucled  by  thofe  nu- . 
merous  fortifications  which  had  been  raifed  on  that 

"  Froiflard,  Hv.  i.  chap.  65,  66}  67,  68. 
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frontier  Robert  of  Artois  was  zealous  in  enforcing 
thefe  confiderations :  The  ambitious  fpirit  of  Ed- 
ward was  little  difpofed  to  fit  down  under  thofe  re-  i v,i 
pulfes  which  he  had  received,  and  which  he  thought 
had  fo  much  impaired  his  reputation  :  And  it  re-  with 
quired  a  very  fhort  negotiation  to  conclude  a  treaty 
of  alliance  between  two  men  who,  though  their 
pleas  with  regard  to  the  preference  of  male  or  fe- 
male fucceffion  were  directly  oppofite,  were  inti- 
mately connected  by  their  immediate  interefts  p. 

As  this  treaty  was  flill  a  fecret,  Mountfort  on  his 
return  ventured  to  appear  at  Paris  in  order  to  de- 
fend his  caufe  before  the  court   of  peers ;    but  ol> 
ferving  Philip    and   his  judges    to    be    prepoffefTed 
againft   his  title,    and    dreading  their  intentions  of 
arrefting  him,  till  he   mould  reftore  what  he  had 
feized   by  violence,    he  fuddenly  made  his   efcape ; 
and  war  immediately  commenced  between  him  and 
Charles  of  Bloisq.     Philip  fent  his   eldeft  fon,  the 
duke  of  Normandy,  with  a  powerful  army,  to  the 
affiftance   of  the   latter ;  and  Mountfort,  unable  to 
keep  the  field  againit  his  rival,    remained  in  the 
city  of  Nantz,  where  he  was  befieged.     The  city 
was   taken   by    the    treachery   of  the   inhabitants ; 
Mountfort   fell  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies ;    was 
conducted  as  a  prifoner  to  Paris ;  and  was  (hut  up 
in  the  tower  of  the  Louvre r. 

This  event  feemed  to  put  an  end  to  the  preten-  1343 
fions  of  the  count  of  Mountfort ;  but  his  affairs  were 
immediately  retrieved  by  an  unexpected  incident, 
which  infpired  new  life  and  vigour  into  his  party. 
Jane  of  Flanders,  countefs  of  Mountfort,  the  molt 
extraordinary  woman  of  the  age,  was  roufed,  bv 
the  captivity  of  her  hufband,  from  thofe  domeftic 
cares  to  which  (lie  had  hitherto  limited  her  genius  ; 
and   (he   courageoufly   undertook   to    fupport   the. 

P  Froiffard,  liv.  i.  chap.  69.  1  Ibid.  chap.  70,  71. 
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CHAP,  falling  fortunes  of  her  family.     No  fooner  did  me 
A   XJ'    ,  receive  the  fatal   intelligence,    than  me  aflembled 
j342.      the  inhabitants  of  Rennes  where  me  then  refided  ; 
and  carrying  her  infant  fon  in  her  arms,  deplored  to 
them  the  calamity  of  their  fovereign.     She  recom- 
mended to  their  care  the  illuftrious  orphan,  the  fole 
male  remaining  of  their  ancient  princes,  who  had 
governed  them   with    inch  indulgence    and  lenity, 
and   to   whom   they  had  ever  profefled  the  mod 
zealous  attachment.     She  declared  herfelf  willing  to 
run  ail  hazards  with  them  in  fo  juft  a  caufe  ;  disco- 
vered the  refources  which  Hill  remained  in  the  alli- 
ance of  England  ;   and  entreated  them  to  make  one 
effort  againfl  an  ufurper   who,    being  impofed   on 
them  by  the  arms  of  France,  would  in  return  make 
a  facrifice  to  his  protector  of  the  ancient  liberties  of 
Britanny.     The  audience,    moved  by  the  affecting 
appearance,    and  infpirited  by  the  noble  conduct  of 
the  princefs,  vowed   to  live  and  die  with  her  in  de- 
fending the  rights  of  her  family  :  All  the  other  for- 
treffes  of  Britanny  embraced  the  fame  refolution : 
The  countefs  went  from  place  to  place,  encouraging 
the  garrifons,   providing  them  with  every  thing  ne- 
ceffary  for  fubfifcence,    and   concerting  the  proper 
plans    of  defence  ;  and  after  fhe  had  put  the  whole 
province  in  a  good  poflure,  ihe  fhut  herfelf  up  in 
Hennebonne,     where    fhe   waited   with   impatience 
the   arrival   of   thofe  fuccours   which  Edward  had 
promifed  her.     Meanwhile  fhe  fent  over  her  fon  to 
England,  that  fhe  might  both  put  him  in  a  place  of 
fafety,  and  engage  the  king  more  flrongly,  by  fuch 
a  pledge,  to  embrace  with  zeal  the  interells  of  her 
family. 

Charles  of  Blois,  anxious  to  make  himfelf  maf- 
ter  of  fo  important  a  a  fortrefs  as  Hennebonne,  and 
dill  more  to  take  the  countefs  prifoner,  from  whole 
vigour  and  capacity  all  the  difficulties  to  his  fuccef- 
fion  in  Britanny  now  proceeded,  fat  down  before 
the  place  with   a  great  army,  compoied  of  French, 
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Spaniards,    Genoefe,    and   fome  Bretons ;    and  he  C  H  A  p. 
conducted   the  attack  with  indefatigable  induftrys.      xv* 
The  defence  was  no  lefs  vigorous :   The  befiegers      I34Z. 
were  repulfed   on   every  affault :    Frequent  Tallies 
were  made  with   fuccefs  by  the  garrifon :  And  the 
countefs  herfelf  being  the  mofl  forward  in  all  mili- 
tary operations,  every  one  was  afhamed  not  to  exert 
himfelf  to  the   utmoit  in   this   defperate  fituation. 
One  day  fhe  perceived  that  the  befiegers,  entirely 
occupied   in    an    attack,    had   neglected  a   diftant 
quarter  of  their  camp;  and  me  immediately  fa]  lied 
forth  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  200  cavalry,  threw 
them  into  confufion,  did  great  execution  upon  them, 
and  fet  fire  to  their  tents,  baggage,  and  magazines : 
But  when  me  was  preparing  to   return,  (he  found 
that  fhe  was  intercepted,    and  that  a  confiderable 
body  of  the  enemy  had  thrown  themfelves  between 
her  and  the  gates.     She  inftantly  took  her  refolu- 
tion  :  She  ordered  her  men  to  difband,  and  to  make 
the  beft  of  their  way  by  flight  to  Breft :    She  met 
them  at  the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous,    col- 
lected another    body  of   500    horfe,    returned    to 
Hennebonne,     broke     unexpectedly    through    the 
enemy's  camp,  and  was  received  with  (houts  and 
acclamations  by  the  garrifon,  who,  encouraged  by 
this  reinforcement,  and  by  fo  rare  an  example  of 
female  valour,  determined  to  defend  themfelves  to 
the  laft  extremity. 

The  reiterated  attacks,  however,  of  the  befiegers 
had  at  length  made  feveral  breaches  in  the  walls  ; 
and  it  was  apprehended  that  a  general  affault,  which 
was  every  hour  expected,  would  overpower  the  gar- 
rifon, diminimed  in  numbers,  and  extremely  weak- 
ened with  watching  and  fatigue.  It  became  necef- 
fary  to  treat  of  a  capitulation  ;  and  the  bifhop  of 
Leon  was  already  engaged,  for  that  purpofe,  in  a 
conference  with  Charles  of  Blois ;  when  the  coun- 
tefs, who  had  mounted  to  a  high  tower,  and  was 

5  Froiflard,  liv.  i.  chap.  81. 
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chap,  looking  towards  the  fea  with  great  impatience,  de- 
xv-  fcried  ibme  fails  at  a  diftance.  She  immediately 
exclaimed:  Behold  the  fuccburs  !  the  Englijh  fuc~ 
coin's  !  No  capitulation  r  /  This  fleet  had  on  board 
a  body  of  heavy-armed  cavalry,  and  fix  thoufand 
archers,  whom  Edward  had  prepared  for  the  relief 
of  Hennebonne,  but  who  had  been  long  detained 
by  contrary  winds.  They  entered  the  harbour  un- 
der the  command  of  fir  Walter  Manny,  one  of  the 
braved  captains  of  England ;  and  having  infpired 
frefh  courage  into  the  garrifon,  immediately  fallied 
forth,  beat  the  befiegers  from  all  their  polls,  and 
obliged  them  to  decamp. 

But  notwithilanding  this  fuccefs,  the  countefs  of 
Mountfort  found  that  her  party,  overpowered  by 
numbers,  was  declining  in  every  quarter  ;  and  flie 
went  over  to  folicit  more  effectual  fuccours  from  the 
king  of  England.  Edward  granted  her  a  confider- 
able  reinforcement  under  Robert  of  Artois  ;  who 
embarked  on  board  a  fleet  of  forty-five  fbips,  and 
failed  to  Britanny.  He  was  met  in  his  paffage  by 
the  enemy  ;  an  action  enfued,  where  the  countefs 
behaved  with  her  wonted  valour,  and  charged  the 
enemy  fword  in  hand  ;  but  the  hoftile  fleets,  after  a 
fharp  action,  were  feparated  by  a  itorm,  and  the 
Englifh  arrived  fafely  in  Britanny.  The  firft  ex- 
ploit of  Robert  was  the  taking  of  Vannes,  which  he 
mattered  by  conduct  and  addrefs  u :  But  he  furvived 
a  very  little  time  this  profperity.  The  Breton  noble- 
men of  the  party  of  Charles  aiTembled  fecretly  in 
arms,  attacked  Vannes  of  a  hidden,  and  carried  the 
pjace  ;  chiefly  by  reafon  of  a  wound  received  by  Ro^ 
bert,  of  which  he  foon  after  died  at  fea  on  his  return 
to  England  w. 

After  the  death  of  this  unfortunate  prince,  the 
chief  author  of  all    the  calamities  with  which  his 
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country  was  overwhelmed  for  more  than  a  century,  chap. 
Edward    undertook  in   perfon    the    defence   of  the   ,  ^v 
countefs  of  Mountfort  ;    and  as  the  lad  truce  with 
France  was  now  expired,  the  war,  which  the  Englifh 
and  French  had  hitherto  carried  on  as  allies  to  the 
competitors  for  Britanny,  was  thenceforth  conducted 
in  the  name  and  under  the  Pcandard  of  the  two  mo- 
narchs.   The  king  landed  at  Morbian,  near  Vannes, 
with  an  army  of  12,000  men;    and,  being  mailer 
of  the  field,   he  endeavoured   to  give  a  luftre  to 
his  arms,  by  commencing  at  once  three  important 
neges;  that  of  Vannes,  of  Rennes,  and  of  Nantz. 
But  by  undertaking  too  much,  he  failed  of  fuccefs 
111  all  his  enterprises.     Even  the  fiege  of  Vannes, 
which   Edward  in  perfon   conducted  with  vigour, 
advanced  but  flowly  x ;    and  the  French  had  all  the 
leifure  requifite  for  making  preparations  againft  him. 
The  duke  of  Normandy,  eldeit  fon  of  Philip,  appear- 
ed in  Britanny,  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  30,000 
infantry  and  400  cavalry ;    and  Edward  was  now 
obliged  to  draw  together  all  his  forces,  and  to  en- 
trench himfelf  ftrongly  before  Vannes,   where  the 
duke  of  Normandy  foon  after  arrived,  and  in  a  man- 
ner invefted  the  befiegers.     The  garrifon  and  the 
French  camp  were  plentifully  fupplied  with  provi- 
fions ;  while  the  Englifh,  who  durft  not  make  any  at- 
tempt upon  the  place  in  the  prefence  of  a  fuperior 
army,  drew  all  their  fubfiftence  from  England,  ex- 
pofed  to  the  hazards  of  the  fea,  and  fometimes  to 
thofe  which  arofe  from  the  fleet  of  the  enemy.     In 
this  dangerous  fituation,  Edward  willingly  hearkened 
to  the  mediation  of  the  pope's  legates,  the  cardinals 
of  Palefline  and  Frefcati,  who  endeavoured  to  nego- 
tiate, if  not  a  peace,  at  leall  a  truce  between  the  two 
kingdoms.  A  treaty  was  concluded  for  a  ceffation  of 
arms  during  three  years y;  and  Edward  had  the  abili- 

x  Froiffird,  1  v.  i.  eh#p.  95. 
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CHAP,  ties,  notwithftanding  his  prefent  dangerous  fituation, 
.   ,i^  — „,j  t0  procure   to   hi.mTelf  very  equal  and   honourable 
1343.      terms.    It  was  agreed  that  Vannes  fliould  be  fequei- 
tered,  during  the  truce,  in  the  hands  of  the  legates, 
to  be  difpofed  of  afterwards  as  they  pleafed  ;  and 
though  Edward  knew  the  partiality  of  the  court  of 
Rome  towards  his  antagonifts,  he  faved  himfelf,  by 
this  device,  from  the  difhonour  of  having  undertaken 
afruitlefs  enterprife.    It  was  alfo  ftipulated,  that  all 
prifoners  fliould  be  releafed,   that  the  places  in  Bri- 
tanny  mould  remain  in   the   hands  of  the  prefent 
poiTeffors,  and  that  the  allies  on  both  fides  mould 
be   comprehended   in  the   truce  *.      Edward,   foon 
after  concluding  this  treaty,  embarked  with  his  army 
for  England. 

The   truce,  though  calculated  for  a  long  time, 
was  of  very  fhort  duration  ;  and  each  monarch  en- 
deavoured to  throw  on  the  other  the  blame  of  its  in- 
fraction.    Of  courfe  the  hiitorians  of  the  two  coun- 
tries differ  in  their  account  of  the  matter.    It  feems 
probable,    however,   as  is  affirmed  by  the  French 
writers,  that  Edward,  in  confenting  to  the  truce,  had 
no  other  view  than  to  extricate  himfelf  from  a  pe- 
rilous fituation  into  which  he  had  fallen,  and  was 
afterwards  very  carelefs  in  obferving  it.     In  all  the 
memorials  which  remain  on  this  fubject,  he  com- 
plains chiefly  of  the  punifhment  inflicted  on  Oliver 
de  ClifTon,  John  de  Montauban,    and  other  Breton 
noblemen,  who  he  fays  were  partifans  of  the  family 
of  Mountfort,  and  confequently  under  the  protect 
tion  of  England  a.     But  it  appears,  that  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  truce,  thofe  noblemen  had  openly,  by 
their  declarations  and  actions,  embraced  the  caufe 
of  Charles  of  Blois h ;  and  if  they  had  entered  into 
any  fecret    correfpondence    and   engagements  with 
Edward,    they   were   traitors   to   their   party,    and 

2  Heming.  p.  359.  »  Rymer,  vol.  v.  p.  453,  454.  459.  466. 
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were  juftly  punifhable  by  Philip  and  Charles  for  C  i-i  A  p. 
their  breach  of  faith  ;   nor  had  Edward  any  ground  .___,. 
of  complaint  againlt  France  for  fuch  feverities.    But      134$, 
when  he  laid  thefe  pretended  injuries  before  the  par- 
liament, whom  he  affected  to   confult  on   all  occa- 
sions, that  affembly  entered  into  the  quarrel,  advifed 
the  king  not  to  be  amufed  by  a  fraudulent  truce, 
and  granted  him  fupplies  for  the  renewal  of  the  war  : 
The  counties  were  charged  with  a  fifteenth  for  two 
years,  and  the  boroughs  with  a  tenth.     The  clergy 
confented  to  give  a  tenth  for  three  years. 

These  fupplies  enabled  the  king  to  complete  his 
military  preparations  ;  and  he  fent  his  coufin,  Henry 
earl  of  Derby,  fon  of  the  earl  of  Lancafter,  into 
Guienne,  for  the  defence  of  that  province  c.     This 
prince,  the  mod  accomplifhed  in  the  Englifh  court, 
poffeffed  to  a  high  degree  the  virtues  of  juftice  and 
humanitv,  as  well  as  thofe  of  valour  and  conduct  % 
and  not  content  with  protecting  and  cherifhing  the 
province  committed  to  his  care,  he  made  a  fucceff- 
ful  invafion  on  the  enemy.     He  attacked  the  count 
of  Lifle,  the  French  general,  at  Bergerac,  beat  him 
from  his  entrenchments,  and  took  the  place.     He 
reduced  a  great  part  of  Perigord,  and  continually 
advanced  in  his   conquefts,  till  the  count  of  Lifle, 
having  collected  an  army  of  ten  or  twelve  thoufand 
men,  fat  down  before  Auberoche,  in  hopes  of  re- 
covering that  place,  which  had  fallen  into  the  hands      1345, 
of  the  Englifh.     The  earl  of  Derby  came  upon  him 
by  furprife,  with  only  a  thoufand  cavalry,  threw  the 
French  into   diforder,  pufiied  his  advantages,  and 
obtained  a  complete  victory.     Lifle  himfelf,  with 

c  Froiffard,  liv.  i.  chap.  1^3.     Avefbury,  p.  \%x. 

<J  It  is  reported  of  this  prince,  that  having  once,  before  the  attack 
of  a  town,  promifed  the  foldiers  the  plunder,  cne  private  man  hap- 
pened to  fall  upon  a  great  cheft  full  of  money,  which  lie  imme- 
diately brought  to  the  earl,  as  thinking  it  too  great  for  himfelf  to  keep 
poffefiion  of  it.  But  Derby  told  him  that  his  promife  did  not  de- 
pend on  the  great nefs  or  fmallnefs  of  the  fum  ;  and  ordered  him  to 
keep  it  all  for  his  own  ufc. 
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c  h  A  P-  many  confiderable. nobles,  was  taken  prifoner.  After 
xv_.  this   important   fuccefs,    Derby   made  a   rapid  pro- 
I34-.      grefs  in  fubduing  the  French  provinces.     He  took 
Monfegur,  Monfepat,  Villefranche,  Miremont,  and 
Tonnins,   with  the  fortrefs   of  Damaffen.     Aigtiil- 
lon,  a   fortrefs  deemed   impregnable,  fell   into   his 
hands   from  the  cowardice  of  the  governor.     An- 
gouleme  was  furrendered  after  a  fhort  fiege.     The 
only  place  where  he  met  with  confiderable  refinance 
was  Reole,   which,  however,   was   at  lail  reduced, 
after  a  fiege  of  above  nine  weeks  f.     He  made  an  at- 
tempt on  Blaye,  but  thought  it  more  prudent  to  raife 
the  iiege,  than  wafle  his  time  before  a  place  of  fmall 
importance  g. 
1346.  The   reafon  why  Derby  was  permitted  to  make, 

without    oppofition,   fuch   progrefs   on   the  fide  of 
Guienne,    was    the    difficulties    under    which    the 
French  finances  then  laboured,  and  which  had  ob- 
liged Philip  to  lay  on  new  impofitions,  particularly 
the  duty  on  fak,  to  the   great  diicontent,    and   al- 
rnoft   mutiny  of  his  fubjecls.     But  after  the  court 
pf  France  was  fupplied  with  money,  great  prepara- 
tions were  made;  and  the  duke  of  Normandy,  at- 
tended  by  the  duke,  of  Burgundy  and  other  great 
nobi'licy,    led   towards   Guienne   a   powerful  army, 
which   the  Englifh  could  not   think  of  refilling   in 
the  open   field.     The  earl' of  Derby  flood   on   the 
defenfive,  and  allowed  the  French  to  carry  on,  at 
leifure,  the   fiege  of  Angouleme,    which  was  their 
firft  enterprife.     John  lord  Norwich,  the  governor, 
after  a  brave  and  vigorous   defence,  found  himfelf 
reduced  to  fuch  extremities  as  obliged  him  to  em- 
ploy a  ftratagem,  in  order  to  fave  his  garrifon,  and 
to  prevent  his  being  reduced  to  furrender  at  discre- 
tion.   He  appeared  on  the  walls,  and  defired  a  parley 
with  the  duke  of  Normandy.    The  prince  there  told 

e  FroilTird,  liv.  i.  chap.  104.  f  Ibid.  chap.  no. 
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Norwich,  that  he  fuppofed  he  intended  to  capitu- 
late.    "  Not  at  all,"  replied  the  governor  :  "  But 

as  to-morrow  is  the  feafl  of  the  virgin,  to  whom  1346 
I  know  that  you,  Sir,  as  well  as  myfelf,  bear  a 
great  devotion,  I  defire  a  cefiation  of  arms  for 
that  day."  The  propofal  was  agreed  to ;  and 
Norwich,  having  ordered  his  forces  to  prepare  all 
their  baggage,  marched  out  next  day,  and  advanced 
towards  the  French  camp.  The  befiegers  imagin- 
ing they  were  to  be  attacked,  ran  to  their  arms ;  but 
Norwich  fent  a  meffenger  to  the  duke,  reminding 
him  of  his  engagement.  The  duke,  who  piqued 
himfelf  on  faithfully  keeping  his  word,  exclaimed,  / 
fee  the  governor  has  outwitted  me:  But  let  us  be  con- 
tent with  gaining  the  place;  And  the  Englifh  were 
allowed  to  pafs  through  the  camp  unmolefled h. 
After  fome  other  fuccelfes,  the  duke  of  Normandy 
laid  fiege  to  Aiguillon ;  and  as  the  natural  ftrength 
of  the  fortrefs,  together  with  a  brave  garrifon  under 
the  command  of  the  earl  of  Pembroke  and  fir 
Walter  Manny,  rendered  it  impoffible  to  take  the 
place  by  aflault,  he  purpofed,  after  making  leveral 
fruitlefs  attacks  ',  to  reduce  it  by  famine:  But,  be- 
fore he  could  finim  this  enterprife,  he  was  called  to 
another  quarter  of  the  kingdom,  by  one  of  the 
greateft  difafters  that  ever  befel  the  French  mo- 
narchy k. 

Edward,  informed  by  the  earl  of  Derby  of  the 
great  danger  to  which  Guienne  was  expofed,  had 
prepared  a  force  with  which  he  intended,  in  perfon, 
to  bring  it  relief.  Pie  embarked  at  Southampton, 
on  board  a  fleet  of  near  a  thoufand  fail  of  all  dimen- 
fions  ;  and  carried  with  him,  befides  all  the  chief 
nobility  of  England,  his  eldefl  fon,  the  prince  of 
Wales,  now  fifteen  years  of  age.  The  winds  proved 
long  contrary1;  and  the  king,  in  defpair  of  arriving 
in  time  at  Guienne,  was  at  laft  perfuaded  by  Geoffrey 

h  FroiflTard,  liv.  i.  chap.  120,  i  Ibid.  chap.  121. 
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chap.  dTIarcourt,  to  change  the  deftination  of  his  enter- 
prife.  This  nobleman  was  a  Norman  by  birth,  had 
j;<;6,  long  made  a  confiderable  figure  in  the  court  of 
France,  and  was  generally  efteemed  for  his  perfonal 
merit  and  his  valour ;  but  being  difobliged  and  per- 
fected by  Philip,  he  had  fled  into  England  ;  had 
recommended  himfelf  to  Edward,  who  was  an  ex- 
cellent judge  of  men  ;  and  had  fucceeded  to  Robert 
of  Artois  in  the  invidious  office  of  exciting  and  affift- 
ing  the  king  in  every  enterprife  againfl  his  native 
country.  He  had  long  infilled,  that  an  expedition 
to  Normandy  promifed,  in  the  prefent  circum- 
ilances,  more  favourable  fuccefs  than  one  to  Guienne; 
that  Edward  would  find  the  northern  provinces 
aknoft  deititute  of  military  force,  which  had  been 
drawn  to  the  fouth ;  that  they  were  full  of 
flourishing  cities,  whofe  plunder  would  enrich  the 
Englifh ;  that  their  cultivated  fields,  as  yet  un- 
fpoiled  by  war,  would  fupply  them  with  plenty  of 
provifions ;  and  that  the  neighbourhood  of  the  ca- 
pital rendered  every  event  of  importance  in  thofe 
quarters"1.  Thefe  reafons,  which  had  not  before 
been  duly  weighed  by  Edward,  began  to  make  more 
smprefiion,  after  the  difappointments  which  he  met 
sith  July.  wjtk  jn  his  voyage  to  Guienne:  He  ordered  his  fleet 
to  fail  to  Normandy,  and  fafely  dilembarked  his 
army  at  la  Hogue. 
Jnvafionof  This  army,  which,  during  the  courfe  of  the  en- 
Prance.  fu}ng  campaign,  was  crowned  with  the  moft  fplendid 
fuccefs,  confided  of  four  thoufand  men  at  arms, 
ten  thoufand  archers,  ten  thoufand  Welfh  infantry, 
and  fix  thoufand  Irim.  The  Welfh  and  the  Irifh 
were  light  diforderly  troops,  fitter  for  doing  execu- 
tion in  a  purfuit,  or  fcouring  the  country,  than  for 
any  ftable  action.  The  bow  was  always  eft eemed  a 
frivolous  weapon,  where  true  military  difcipline  was 
known,  and  regular  bodies  of  well-armed  foot 
maintained.    The  only  folid  force  in  this  army  were 

ro  F-roiffard,  liv.  i.  chap.  i.»i. 
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ihe  men   at  arms ;  and  even  thefe,  being  cavalry  c  HA  P, 
were  on  that  account  much  inferior,  in  the  mock  ot  ^J^.^ 
battle,  to  good  infantry  :  And  as  the  whole  weie      1^4 
new  levied  troops,  we  are  led  to  entertain  a  very 
mean  idea  of  the  military  force  of  thofe  ages,  which, 
being  ignorant  of  every  other  art,  had  not  properly 
cultivated  the  art  of  war  itfelf,  the  fole  objed:  of  ge- 
neral attention. 

The  king  created  the  earl  of  Arundel  conilable 
of  his  army,  and  the  earls  of  Warwic  and  Harcourt 
marefchals :  He  bellowed  the  honour  of  knighthood 
on  the  prince  of  Wales  and  feveral  of  the  young  no- 
bility   immediately   upon    his   landing.     After  de- 
ftroying  all   the  mips  in  la  Hogue,  Barfleur,  and 
Cherbourg,    he   fpread    his  army  over    the  whole 
country,   and  gave  them  an  unbounded  licence  of 
burning,  fpoiling,  and    plundering    every   place  of 
which  they  became   mailers.      The  loofe  difcipline 
then  prevalent  could  not  be  much  hurt  by  thefe  dis- 
orderly practices ;  and  Edward  took  care  to  prevent 
any  furprife,  by  giving  orders  to  his  troops,  how- 
ever they  might  difperfe  themfelves  in  the  day  time, 
always  to  quarter  themfelves  at  night  near  the  main 
body.     In  this  manner  Montebourg,  Carentan,  St. 
Lo,  Valognes,    and  other   places  in  the  Cotentin, 
were  pillaged  without  rehflance ;  and  an  univerfal 
conflernation  was  fpread  over  the  province n. 

The  intelligence  of  this  unexpected  invafion  foon 
reached  Paris ;  and  threw  Philip  into  great  per- 
plexity. He  iffued  orders,  however,  for  levying 
forces  in  all  quarters,  and  difpatched  the  count  ot* 
Eu,  conilable  of  France,  and  the  count  of  Tancar- 
ville,  with  a  body  of  troops,  to  the  defence  of  Caen, 
a  -populous  and  commercial,  but  open  city,  which 
lay  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  En^lifh  army. 
The  temptation  of  fo  rich  a  prize  foon  allured  Ed- 
ward to  approach  it ;  and  the  inhabitants,  encou- 
raged by  their  numbers,  and  by  the  re-inforcements 

n  Froiflard,  liv.  i,  chap.  \zz.  •% 
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C  xv"  P'  w^c^  tney  daily  received  from  the  country,  ven- 
O-v — '  tured  to  meet  him  in  the  field.     But  their  courage 
1346.      failed  them  on  the  firft  mock :  They  fled  with  pre- 
cipitation :  The  counts  of  Eu  and  Tancarville  were 
taken  prifoners  :  The  victors  entered  the  city  along 
with  the  vanquished,  and  a  furious   maffacre  com- 
menced,   without    diifinction    of  age,  fex,  or  con- 
dition.    The  citizens,  in  defpair,  barricadoed  their 
houfes,  and  aflaulted  the  Englifh  with  ftones,  bricks, 
and  every  miffile  weapon :  The  Englifh  made  way 
by  fire  to  the  deflruclion  of  the  citizens  :  Till  Ed- 
ward, anxious  to  fave  both  his  fpoil  and  his  foldiers, 
flopped  the  maffacre  ;  and  having  obliged  the  in- 
habitants to  lay  down  their  arms,  gave  his  troops 
licence  to  begin  a  more  regular  and  lefs  hazardous 
plunder  of  the  city.    The  pillage  continued  for  three 
days :    The   king  referved  for  his  own  fhare   the 
jewels,  plate,  filks,  fine  cloth,  and  fine  linen ;  and 
he  bellowed  all  the  remainder  of  the  fpoil  on  his 
army.     The  whole   was  embarked  on   board    the 
fhips,    and  fent   over   to  England ;  together    with 
three  hundred  of  the  richeft  citizens  of  Caen,  whofe 
ranfom  was  an  additional  profit,  which  he  expected 
afterwards  to  levy0.     This  difmal  fcene  pafTed  in  the 
prefcnce  of  two  cardinal  legates,  who  had  come  to 
negotiate  a  peace  between  the  kingdoms. 

The  king  moved  next  to  Rouen,  in  hopes  of 
treating  that  city  in  the  fame  manner ;  but  found 
that  the  bridge  over  the  Seine  was  already  broken 
down,  and  that  the  king  of  France  himfelf  was  ar- 
rived there  with  his  army.  He  marched  along  the 
banks'  of  that  river  towards  Paris,  deflroying  the 
whole  country,  and  every  town  and  village  which 
he  met  with  on  his  road p.  Some  of  his  light  troops 
carried  their  ravages  even  to  the  gates  of  Paris;  and 
the  royal  palace  of  St.  Germans,  together  with  Nan- 
terre,  Ruelle,  and  other  villages,  was  reduced  to 
allies  within  fight  of  the  capital.     The  Englifh  in- 

0  Froiflardj  liv.  i.  chap.  124.  p  Ibid.  chap'.  iaj. 
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tended  to  pafs  the  river   at  PoifTy,  but  found  the  C 
French  army  encamped  on  the  oppofite  bank5,  and 
the  bridge  at  that  place  as  well  as  all  others   over  the 
Seine,   broken  down  by  orders  from   Philip.     Ed- 
ward now  faw  that  the  French  meant  to  inclofe  him 
in  their  country,  in  hopes  of  attacking  him  with  ad- 
vantage on  all  fides  :  But  he  faved  himfelf  by  a  flra- 
tagem  from  this  perilous    fituation.     He   gave    his 
army  orders  to  diflodge,  and  to  advance  farther  up  the 
Seine  ;  but  immediately  returning  by  the  fame  road, 
he  arrived  at  PoifTy,  which  the  enemy  had  already 
quitted  in  order  to  attend  his  motions.     He  repaired 
the  bridge  with  incredible  celerity,  paffed   over  his 
army,  and  having  thus  difengaged  himfelf  from  the 
enemy,  advanced  by  quick  marches  towards  Flan- 
ders.     His    vanguard,    commanded  by  Harcourt, 
met  with  the  townfmen  of  Amiens,  who  were  haflen- 
ing  to  re-inforce  their  king,  and  defeated  them  with 
great  {laughter  ? :  He  paifed  by  Beauvais,  and  burned 
the  fuburbs  of  that  city  :  But  as  he  approached  the 
Somme,  he  found  himfelf  in  the  fame  difficulty  as 
before:  All  thebridgesonthatriverwereeitherbroken 
down  or  ftrongly  guarded  :  An  army,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Godemar  de  Faye,  was  flationed  on  the  op- 
pofite  banks  :  Philip  was  advancing  on  him  from  the 
other  quarter,  with  an  army  of  an  hundred  thoufand 
men  :  And  he  was  thus  expofed  to  the  danger  of  be- 
ing inclofed,  and  of  flarving  in  an  enemy's  country. 
In  this  extremity  he  publifhed  a  reward  to  any  one 
that  mould  bring  him  intelligence  of  a  paflage  over1 
the  Somme.  A  peafant,  called  Gobin  Agace,  whofe 
name  has  been  preferved  by  the  fhare  which  he  had 
in  thefe  important  tranfa&ions,  was  tempted  on  this 
occafion  to  betray  the  interefis  of  his   country  ;  and 
he  informed  Edward  of  a  ford  below  Abbeville  which 
had  a  found  bottom,  and  might  be  paifed   without 
difficulty  at  low  water r.     The  king  haitened  thither, 
but  found  Godemar  de  Faye  on  the  oppofite  banks. 

1  Froiffard,  liv.  i.  chap.  135.  r  Ibid.  chap.  i%6    la-r. 
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c  h  A  P.  Being  urged  by  neceffity,  he  deliberated  not  a  mo- 
*-v"  ment  ;  but  threw  himfelf  into  the  river,  fword  in 
,,46>  hand,  at  the  head  of  his  troops  ;  drove  the  enemy 
from  their  flation  ;  and  puifued  them  to  a  di fiance 
on  the  plain 5.  The  French  army  under  Philip  ar- 
rived at  the  ford  when  the  rear-guard  of  the  Englifh 
were  palling.  So  narrow  was  the  efcape  which  Ed- 
ward, by  his  prudence  and  celerity,  made  from  this 
danger!  The  rifing  of  the  tide  prevented  the  French 
kins:  from  following  him  over  the  ford,  and  obliged 
that  prince  to  take  his  route  over  the  bridge  at  Ab- 
beville ;  by  which  fome  time  was  loft. 

It  is  natural  to  think  that  Philip,  at  the  head  of 
fo  vail  an  army,  was  impatient  to  take  revenge  on 
the  Englifh,  and  to  prevent  the  difgrace  to  which  he 
mud  be  expofed  if  an  inferior  enemy  mould  be  al- 
lowed, after  ravaging  fo  great  a  part  of  his  kingdom, 
to  efcape  with  impunity.     Edward  alfo   was  fenfible 
that  fuch  muff  be  the  object  of  the  French  monarch  ; 
and  as  he  had  advanced  but  a  little  way  before  his 
enemy,    he  faw  the  danger  of  precipitating  his  march 
over  the  plains  of  Picardy,  and  of  expofmg  his  rear 
to  the  infults  of  the  numerous  cavalry,  in  which  the 
Battle  of     French    camp  abounded.     He   took,    therefore,   a 
afthA\jg.    Prudent  refolution  :  He  chofe   his  ground  with  ad- 
vantage, near  the  village  of  Crecy  ;  he  difpofed  his 
army  in  excellent  order  ;  he  determined  to  await  in 
tranquillity  the  arrival  of  the  enemy  ;  and  he  hoped 
that  their  eagernefs  to  engage  and  to  prevent  his  re- 
treat, after   all   their  pail   difappointments,    would 
hurry  them  on  to  fome  ralh  and  ill-concerted  a&ion. 
He  drew  up  his  army  on  a  gentle  afcent,    and   di- 
vided them  into  three  lines :  The  firft  was  com- 
manded by  the  prince   of  Wales,  and   under  him, 
by  the  earls  of  Warwic  and   Oxford,  by  Harcourt, 
and  by  the  lords  Chandos,  Holland,  and  other  no- 
blemen :  The  earls  of  Arundel  and  Northampton, 

s  Froiflard,  Uv,  i.  chap.  127. 
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with  the  lords  Willoughby,  Ballet,  Roos,  and    fir 
Lewis  Tufton,  were  at  the  head  of  the  fecond  line  : 
He  took  to  himfelf  the  command  of  the  third  divi-    l^sT 
fion,  by  which  he  purpofed  either  to  bring  fuccour 
to  the  two  fTrfl  lines,  or  to  fecure  a  retreat  in  cafe 
of  any  misfortune,  or  to  pufh  his  advantages  againii 
the  enemy.     He  had  iikewife  the  precaution  to  throw 
up  trenches  on  his  flanks,  in  order  to  fecure  himfelf 
from  the  numerous  bodies  of  the  French,  who  might 
afTail  him  from  that  quarter;  and  he  placed  all  his 
baggage  behind  him  in  a  wood,  which   he  alio  fe- 
cured  by  an  intrenchment  \ 

The  fkill  and  order  of  this  difpofition,  with  the 
tranquillity  in  which  it  was  made,  ferved  extremely 
to  compofe  the  minds  of  the  foldiers  j  and  the  king, 
that  he  might  farther  infpirk  them,  rode  through 
the  ranks  with  fuch  an  air  of  cheerfulnefs  and  ala- 
crity, as  conveyed  the  highefl  confidence  into  every 
beholder.  He  pointed  out  to  them  the  neceflity  to 
which  they  were  reduced,  and  the  certain  and  in- 
evitable deftruclion  which  awaited  them,  if  in  their 
prefent  fituation,  enclofed  on  all  hands  in  an  enemy's 
country,  they  miffed  to  any  thing  but  their  own 
valour,  or  gave  that  enemy  an  opportunity  of  taking 
revenge  for  the  many  infults  and  indignities  which 
they  had  of  late  put  upon  him.  He  reminded  them 
of  the  vifible  afcendant  which  they  had  hitherto 
maintained  over  all  the  bodies  of  French  troops 
that  had  fallen  in  their  way  ;  and  amired  them,  that 
the  fuperior  numbers  of  the  army  which  at  prefent 
hovered  over  them,  gave  them  not  greater  force, 
but  was  an  advantage  eafdy  compenfated  by  the  or- 
der in  which  he  had  placed  his  own  army,  and  the 
refolution  which  he  expected  from  them.  He  de- 
manded nothing,  hefaid,  but  that  they  would  imi- 
tate his  own  example,  and  that  of  the   prince  of 

c  FroiiTard,  Iiv,  i.  chap,  118- 
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C  xv  P'  Wales ;  and  as  the  honour,    the  lives,  the  liberties 

u— y— j  of  all  were  now  expofed  to  the  fame  danger,  he  was 

J.H6-      confident  that  they  wotild  make  one  common  effort 

to  extricate  themfelves  from  the  prefent  difficulties, 

and  that  their  united  courage  would  give  them   the 

victory  over  all  their  enemies. 

It  is  related  by  fome  hiftorians  u,  that  Edward, 
befides  the  refources  which  he  found  in  his  own  ge- 
nius and  prefence  of  mind,  employed  alfo  a  new  in- 
vention againfl  the  enemy,  and  placed  in  his  front 
fome  pieces  of  artillery,  the  firft  that  had  yet  been 
made  ufe  of  on  any  remarkable  occafion  in  Europe. 
This  is  the  epoch  of  one  of  the  mofl  fmgular  dif- 
ccveries  that  has  been  made  among  men  ;  a  difco- 
very  which  changed  by  degrees  the  whole  art  of  war, 
and  by  confequence  many  circumflances  in  the  poli- 
tical government  of  Europe.  But  the  ignorance  of 
that  age  in  the  mechanical  arts  rendered  the  pro- 
grefs  of  this  new  invention  very  flow.  The  artillery 
iirffc  framed  were  fo  clumfy,  and  of  fuch  difficult 
management,  that  men  were  not  immediately  fen- 
fible  of  their  ufe  and  efficacy  :  And  even  to  the  pre- 
fent times,  improvements  have  been  continually 
making  on  this  furious  engine,  which,  though  it 
feemed  contrived  for  the  deflruction  of  mankind, 
and  the  overthrow  of  empires,  has  in  the  iffue  ren- 
dered battles  lefs  bloody,  and  has  given  greater  la- 
bility to  civil  focieties.  Nations  by  its  means  have 
been  brought  more  to  a  level :  Conquefts  have  be- 
come lefs  frequent  and  rapid  :  Succefs  in  war  has 
been  reduced  nearly  to  be  a  matter  of  calculation  : 
And  any  nation  overmatched  by  its  enemies,  either 
yields  to  their  demands,  or  fecures  itfelf  by  alliances 
againfl  their  violence  and  invafion. 

The  invention  of  artillery  was  at  this  time  known 
in  France  as  well  as  in  England  w  ;  but  Philip,  in  his 


u  Jean  Vi1Ianr,  lib.  xii.  cap   (>■'. 

w  Du'Cangc,  GlofT.  in  verb.  Bvmbarda. 


hurry 


EDWARD      III.  433 

hurry  to  overtake  the  enemy,  had  probably  left  his  c  H  A  P. 
cannon  behind  him,  which  he  regarded  as  a  ufelefs  ^Jt^_j 
incumbrance.  All  his  other  movements  difcovered  i34$. 
the  fame  imprudence  and  precipitation.  Impelled 
by  anger,  a  dangerous  counfellor,  and  trufting  to 
the  great  fuperiority  of  his  numbers,  he  thought 
that  all  depended  on  forcing  an  engagement  with 
the  Englifh  ;  and  that,  if  he  could  once  reach  the 
enemy  in  their  retreat,  the  viclory  on  his  fide  was 
certain  and  inevitable.  He  made  a  hafly  march, 
in  fome  confufion,  from  Abbeville;  but  after  he 
had  advanced  above  two  leagues,  fome  gentlemen, 
whom  he  had  lent  before  to  take  a  view  of  the 
enemy,  returned  to  him,  and  brought  him  intelli- 
gence, that  they  had  feen  the  Englifh  drawn  up  in 
great  order,  and  awaiting  his  arrival.  They  therefore 
advifed  him  to  defer  the  combat  till  the  enfuing 
day,  when  his  army  would  have  recovered  from 
their  fatigue,  and  might  be  difpofed  into  better 
order  than  their  prefent  hurry  had  permitted  them 
to  obferve.  Philip  affented  to  this  counfel ;  but 
the  former  precipitation  of  his  march,  and  the  im- 
patience of  the  French  nobility,  made  it  imprac- 
ticable for  him  to  put  it  in  execution.  Onedivifion 
preiTed  upon  another :  Orders  to  (top  were  not  fea- 
ibnably  conveyed  to  ail  of  them  :  This  immenfe 
body  was  not  governed  by  fufficient  difcipline  to  be 
manageable :  And  the  French  army,  imperfecr.lv 
formed  into  three  lines,  arrived,  already  fatigued 
and  difordered,  in  prefence  of  the  enemy.  The 
firft  line,  confiding  of  1 5,000  Genoefe  crofs-bow 
men,  was  commanded  by  Anthony  Doria  and 
Charles  Grimakli :  The  iccond  was  led  by  the 
count  of  Alenfon,  brother  to  the  king:  The  king 
himfelf  was  at  the  head  of  the  third.  Befides  the 
French  monarch,  there  were  no  lefs  than  three 
crowned  heads  in  this  engagement  :  The  king  of 
Bohemia,  the  king  of  the  Romans,  his  fon,  and 
the  king  of  Majorca  ;  with  all  the  nobility  and 
Vol.  II.  F  f  great 
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CHAF-  great  vafifals  of  the  crown  of  France.     The   armv 
i^'J^j   now  confided    of  above   1 20,000    men,  more  than 
i346,      three  times  the  number  of  the  enemy.     But  the  pru- 
dence of  one  man  was  fuperior  to  the  advantage  of 
all  this  force  and  fplendour. 

The  Engliih,    on  the  approach  of  the  enemy, 
kept   their  ranks   firm   and  immoveable  ;    and  the 
Genoefe  firft  began  the  attack.  There  had  happened, 
a  little  before  the    engagement,  a  thunder  mower, 
which  had  moiitened  and  relaxed  the  firings  of  the 
Genoefe  crofs-bows  ;  their  arrows,  for  this    reafon, 
fell  fhort    of  the  enemy.      The   Englifh    archers, 
taking   their  bows  out  of  their  cafes,  poured  in  a 
fhower  of  arrows  upon  this  multitude  who  were  op- 
pofed  to  them,  and  foon  threw  them  into    diforder. 
The  Genoefe  fell  back  upon  the  heavy-armed   ca- 
valry of  the  count  of  Alencon  x ;    who,  enraged  at 
their  cowardice,  ordered  his  troops  to  put  them  to 
the  fword.     The  artillery   fired   amidfl  the  crowd  ; 
the  Englifh  archers  continued  to  fend  in  their  arrows 
among  them ;  and  nothing  was  to  be  feen  in  that 
vail  body  but  hurry  and  confufion,  terror  and  dif- 
may.     The  young  prince  of  Wales  had  the  prefence 
of  mind  to  take  advantage  of  this  fituation,  and  to 
lead  on  his  line  to  the  charge.     The  French  cavalry, 
however,  recovering  fomewhat  their  order,  and  en- 
couraged by  the  example  of  their  leader,  made  a 
flout  refiflance  ;   and  having    at    lafl  cleared  them- 
felves  of  the    Genoefe  runaways,    advanced   upon 
their  enemies,  and  by  their  fuperior  numbers  began 
to  hem  them  round.     The   earls    of  Arundel  and 
Northampton  now  advanced  their  line  to  fuflain  the 
prince,  who,  ardent  in   his  firfl  feats   of  arms,  fet 
an  example  of  valour  which  was  imitated  by  all  his 
followers.     The  battle  became,  for  fome  time,  hoi 
and  dangerous  ;  and  the  earl  of  Warvvic,  apprehen- 
five  of  the  event  from  the  fuperior   numbers  of  the 

31  Froiflard,  liv,  i.  chap.  130. 
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French,    difpatched  a  meflfenger  to  the  king,  and  c  **  ^  p- 
entreated  him  to  lend  fuccours  to  the  relief  of  the  v-^~v-^ 
prince.     Edward  had  chofen  his  ftation  on  the  top      1546. 
of  the  hill  ;  and  he  furveyed  in  tranquillity  the  fcene 
of  action.     When  the  melfenger  accofled    him,  his 
firffc  queftion  was,  whether  the  prince  were  {lain  or 
wounded?  On  receiving  an  anfwer  in  the  negative, 
Return,  faid  he,  to  my  Jon,  and  tell  him  that  Ire- 
ferve  the   honour  of  the  day  to  him  :  I  am  confident 
that  he   willfJjow  himfelf  worthy    of  the  honour  of 
knighthood  which   I  fo  lately    conferred    upon    him : 
He  will  be  able,  without  my  a/fjlance,  to  repel   the 
enemy  y.  This  fpeech  being  reported  to  the  prince 
and  his  attendants,    infpired  them    with  frefh  cou- 
rage :  They  made  an  attack  with  redoubled   vigour 
on  the  French,  in  which  the  count  of  Alenoon  was 
flain :  That  whole  line  of  cavalry  was  thrown  into 
diforder :  The  riders   were  killed   or  difmounted : 
The  Welfh   infantry  rufhed  into  the  throng,  and 
with  their  long   knives  cut  the  throats  of  all  who 
had  fallen ;  nor  was  any  quarter  given  that  day  by 
the  victors z. 

The  king  of  France  advanced  in  vain  with  the 
rear  to  fuftain  the  line  commanded  by  his  brother  : 
He  found  them  already  difcomfited  ;  and  the  ex- 
ample of  their  rout  increafed  the  confufion  which 
was  before  but  too  prevalent  in  his  own  body.  He 
had  himfelf  a  horfe  killed  under  him  :  He  was  re- 
mounted ;  and  though  left  almoft  alone,  he  feemed 
ftill  determined  to  maintain  the  combat ;  when 
John  of  Hainault  feized  the  reins  of  his  bridle, 
turned  about  his  horfe,  and  carried  him  off  the  field 
of  battle.  The  whole  French  army  took  to  flight. 
and  was  followed  and  put  to  the  fword,  without 
mercy,  by  the  enemy  ;  till  the  darknefs  of  the  night 
put  an  end  to  the  purfuit.  The  king,  on  his  re- 
turn to  the  camp,  flew  into  the  arms  of  the  prince  of 

y  FroifTard,  liv.  i.  chap.  ijq.  *  IbitJ. 
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CHAP.  Wales,    and  exclaimed,    My  brave  fori  !    Perfevere 
y]^'       in  your  honourable   caufe:  Ton  are  my  Jon  \  for  va- 
1346.      Uantiy  have  you   acquitted  yourfelf  to-day  :  Ton  have 
fhewn  yourfelf  worthy  of  empire  *. 

This  battle,  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  the 
battle    of   Crecy,  began  after  three   o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  and  continued   till  evening.     The  next 
morning  was  foggy  ;    and  as   the  Englifh  obferved 
that  many  of  the  enemy   had  loft  their  way  in  the 
night  and  in  the  mift,  they   employed  a  ftratagem. 
to  bring  them  into  their  power :    They   erected   on 
the  eminences   fome  French  ftandards  which  they 
had  taken  in  the  battle  ;  and  all  who  were  allured  by 
this  fa  lie  fignal  were  put  to  the  fword,  and  no  quar- 
ter given  them.     In  excufe   for  this    inhumanity,  it 
was  alledgedthat  the  French  kinghad  given  like  orders 
to  his  troops ;  but  the  real  reafon  probably  was,  that 
the  Englifh  in  their  prefent  fituation,  did   not  chufe 
to  be  encumbered  with  prifoners.     On  the  day  of 
battle  and   on  the  enfuing,  there  fell,   by  a  mode- 
rate computation,   1200  French  knights,   1400  gen- 
tlemen, 4000  men  at  arms,  befides   about   30,000 
of  inferior  rank  b  :  Many    of  the  principal  nobility 
of  France,    the  dukes  of  Lorraine  and   Bourbon, 
the  earls  of  Flanders,  Blois,    Vaudemont,  Autnale, 
were  left  on  the  field  of  battle.     The  kings  alio   of 
Bohemia  and  Majorca  were  flain  •.  The  fate  of  the 
former  was  remarkable :  He  was  blind   from  age  ; 
but  being  refolved  to  hazard  his  perfon,  and  fet  an 
example   to   others,    he   ordered   the  reins    of   his 
bridle  to  be  tied   on  each  fide  to  the  horfes  of  two 
gentlemen  of  his  train  ;    and  his  dead   body,  and 
thofe  of   his    attendants,     were    afterwards    found 
among  the  flain,  with  their  horfes  {landing  by  them 
in  that  fituation  c,     His  crelt  was  three  oitrich  fea- 
thers ;  and  his  motto  thefe  German  words,  Ich  dein, 
Jferve :    Which  the  prince  of  Wales  and  his  fuc- 

a  Froifiard,  liv.  i.  chap.  131.         b  Ibid.  Knyhton,p.  2588. 
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cefTors  adopted  in  memorial  of  this  great  victory,  c  H  *  p. 
The  action  may  feem  no  lefs  remarkable  for  the  fmall       xv- 
lofs   fuftained   by  the  Englifh,    than  for  the   great      ,3J6§  "J 
flaughter  of  the  French  :    There   were  killed  in  it 
only  one  efquire  and  three  knights  \  and  very  few 
of  inferior  rank  ;  a  demonftration,  that  the  prudent 
difpofition  planned   by  Edward,  and  the  diforderly 
attack  made  by  the  French,  had  rendered  the  whole 
rather  a  rout  than  a  battle ;  which  was   indeed  the 
common  cafe  with  engagements  in  thoie  times. 

The   great    prudence  of  Edward    appeared   not 
only  in  obtaining  this   memorable  victory,  but  in 
the  meafures  which  he  p armed  after  it.     Not  elated 
by  his  prefent  profperity,  fo  far  as  to   expect  the 
total  conquefl  of  France,  or  even  that  of  any  con- 
fiderable   provinces  ;    he  purpofed  only    to    fecure 
fuch  an  ealy  entrance  into  that  kingdom,  as  might 
afterwards  open  the  way  to  more  moderate  advan- 
tages.    He  knew  the  extreme  diflance  of  Guienne : 
He  had  experienced  the  difficulty  and  uncertainty 
of  penetrating  on  the  fide  of  the   Eow  Countries, 
and  had  already  loll  much  of  his  authority  over  Flan- 
ders by  the  death  of  d'Arteville,  who  had  been  mur- 
dered by  the  populace  themfelves,  his  former  par- 
tifans,  on  his  attempting  to  transfer  the  fovereignty 
of  that   province   to   the   prince  of  Wales  e.      The 
king,   therefore,   limited  his   ambition  to  the  con- 
quell:  of  Calais  :  and  after  the  interval  of  a  few  days, 
which  he  employed  in  interring  the  flain,  he  marched 
with  his  victorious  army,  and   prefented  himfelf  be-  ' 
fore  the  place. 

John  of  Vienne,  a  valiant  knight  of  Burgundy, 
was  governor  of  Calais,  and  being  fupplied  with 
every  thing  necefiary  for  defence,  he  encouraged  the 
townfmen  to  perform  to  the  utmofi  their  duty  to 
their  king  and  country.  Edward,  therefore,  fen- 
fible  from  the  beginning  that  it  was  in  vain  to  at- 

d  Knyghton,  p.  aj88.  e  Frpiflard,  liv.  i.  chap.  136. 
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chap,  tempt  the  place  by  force,  purpofed  only  to  reduce  it 
VJ^\_)  by  famine  :  He  chofe  a  fecure  ftation  for  his  camp  ; 
1346.  drew  intrenchments  around  the  whole  city  ;  raifed 
huts  for  his  foldiers,  which  he  covered  with  draw 
or  broom ;  and  provided  his  army  with  all  the 
conveniencies  neceffary  to  make  them  endure  the 
winter  feafon;  which  was  approaching.  As  the  go- 
vernor foon  perceived  his  intention,  he  expelled  all 
the  ufelefs  mouths  ;  and  the  king  had  the  generofity 
to  allow  thefe  unhappy  people  to  pafs  through  his 
camp,  and  he  even  fupplied  them  with  money  for 
their  journey  f. 

While  Edward  was  engaged  in  this  fiege,  which 
emploved  him  near  a  twelvemonth,  there  paiTed  in 
different  places  many  other  events  ;  and  all  to  the 
honour  of  the  Englifh  arms, 

Th  e  retreat  of  the  duke  of  Normandy  from 
Guienne  left  the  earl  of  Derby  matter  of  the  field  ; 
and  he  was  not  negligent  in  making  his  advantage 
of  the  fuperiority.  He  took  Mirebeau  by  affault  : 
He  made  himfelf  maftef  of  Luiignan  in  the  fame 
manner  :  Tallebourg-  and  St.  lean  d'An^eli  fell  into 
his  hands  ;  Poicliers  opened  its  gates  to  him  ;  and 
Derby  having  thus  broken  into  the  frontiers  on  that 
quarter,  carried  his  incurfions  to  the  banks  of  the 
Loire,  and  filled  all  the  fouthern  provinces  of  France 
with  horror  and  devastation  s. 

The  flames  of  war  were  at  the  fame  time  kindled 
in  Britanny.  Charles  of  Blois  invaded  that  pro- 
vince with  a  considerable  army,  and  inverted  the 
fortrefs  of  Roche  de  Rien  ;  but  the  countefs  of 
Mount  fort,  reinforced  by  fome  Englifh  troops  un- 
der fir  Thomas  Dagworth,  attacked  him  during  the 
night  in  his  entrenchments,  difperfed  his  army,  and 
took  Charles  himfelf  prifoner  h.  His  wife,  by  whom 
he  enjoyed  his  pretentions  to  Britanny,  compelled 
by  the  prefent  necelHty,  took  on  her  the  government 

f  Frolfiard,  Iiv.  i.  chip.  1*3.  z  Ibid.  chap.  136. 
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of  the  party,  and  proved  herfelf  a  rival  in  every  c  H  A  p. 
fhape,  and  an  antagomfl  to  the  Coimtefs  of  Mount- 
fort,  both  in  the  field  and  in  the  cabinet.  And  while  j34k, 
thefe  heroic  dames  prefented  this  extraordinary  fcene 
to  the  world,  another  princefs  in  England,  of  ftill 
higher  rank,  fhewed  herfelf  no  lefs  capable  of  ex- 
erting every  manly  virtue. 

The  Scottifh  nation,  after  long  defending,  with  War  w't.h 
incredible  perfeverance,  their  liberties  again  ft  the  Scotisa,i- 
fuperior  force  of  the  Englifh,  recalled  their  king 
David  Bruce  in  1342.  Though  that  prince,  nei- 
ther by  his  age  nor  capacity,  could  bring  them  great 
affiftance,  he  gave  them  the  countenance  of  fove- 
reign  authority  ;  and  as  Edward's  wars  on  the  con- 
tinent proved  a  great  diverfion  to  the  force  of  Eng- 
land, they  rendered  the  balance  more  equal  be- 
tween the  kingdoms.  In  every  truce  which  Edward 
concluded  with  Philip,  the  king  of  Scotland  was 
comprehended  ;  and  when  Edward  made  his  laft  in- 
vafion  upon  France,  David  was  ftrongly  folicited 
by  his  ally  to  begin  alfo  hoflilities,  and  to  invade 
the  northern  counties  of  England.  The  nobility  of 
his  nation  being  always  forward  in  fuch  incurfions, 
David  foon  muitered  a  great  army,  entered  North* 
umberland  at  the  head  of  above  50,000  men,  and 
carried  his  ravages  and  devaluations  to  the  gates  of 
Durham  '.  Bat  queen  Phiiippa,  affembling  a  body 
of  little  more  than  12,000  men''',  which  (lie  en- 
trufled  to  the  command  of  lord  Piercy,  ventured 
to  approach  him  at  Neville's  Crofs  near  that  city  ; 
and  riding  through  the  ranks  of  her  army,  exhorted 
every  man  to  do  his  duty,  and  to  take  rtvenge  on 
thefe  barbarous  ravagers  '.  Nor  could  me  be  per- 
fuaded  to  leave  the  field,  till  the  armies  were  on  the 
point  of  engaging.  The  Scots  have  often  been  tin-  17th  0&, 
fortunate  in  the  great  pitched  battles  which  they 
fought   with  the  Englilh  ;    even  though  they  com. 

J  Fioiflard,  liv.  i.  chap.  137.  k  Ibid,  chap.  13*. 
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monly  declined  fuch  engagements  where  the  fupe- 
riority  of  numbers  was  not  on  their  fide  :  But  never 
did  they  receive  a  more  fatal  blow  than  the  prefent. 
They  were  broken  and  chafed  off  the  field  :  Fifteen 
thoufand  of  them,  fome  hiflorians  fay  twenty  thou- 
faiid,  were  flain  ;  among  whom  were  Edward  Keith 
earl  marefchal,  and  fir  Thomas  Charteris  chancellor: 
Captivity  And  the  king  himfelf  was  taken  prifoner,  with  the 
f!  thec       earls  of  Sutherland,  Fife,    Monteith,   Carrie,  lord 

k.1  n°*  or 

Scots,         Douglas,  and  many  other  noblemen  m. 

Philippa,  having  fecured  her  royal  prifoner  in 
the  Tower  n,  croffed  the  fea  at  Dover  ;  and  was  re- 
ceived in  the  Englifh  camp  before  Calais,  with  all 
the  triumph  due  to  her  rank,  her  merit,  and  her 
fuccefs.  This  age  was  the  reign  of  chivalry  and 
gallantry  :  Edward's  court  excelled  in  theie  ac- 
compliinments  as  much  as  in  policy  and  arms  :  And 
if  any  thing  could  juitify  the  obfequious  devotion 
then  profefied  to  the  fair  lex,  it  mult  be  the  appear- 
ance of  fuch  extraordinary  women  as  fhone  forth 
during  that  period. 
s347i  The  town  of  Calais  had  been  defended  with  re- 

Calais  markable  vigilance,  conftancy,  and  bravery  by  the 
taken.  townfmen,  during  a  fiege  of  unufual  length  :  But 
Philip,  informed  of  their  diftreifed  condition,  de- 
termined at  laft  to  attempt  their  relief;  and  he  ap- 
proached the  Engliih  with  an  immenfe  army,  which 
the  writers  of  that  age  make  amount  to  200,000. 
men.  But  he  found  Edward  fo  furrounded  with  mo- 
rales, and  fecured  by  intrenchments,  that,  without 
running  on  inevitable  deftruclion,  he  concluded  it 
impofiible  to  make  an  attempt  on  the  Engliih  camp. 
He  had  no  other  refource  than  to  fend  his  rival  a 
vain  challenge  to  meet  him  in  the  open  field  ;  which 
being  refufed,  he  was  obliged  to  decamp  with  his 
army,  and  difperfe  them  into  their  feveral  pro- 
vinces °. 

P>  FroTfard,  liv  i.  chap   139.  n  Rymer,  vol.  v.  p.  537. 
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John  of  Vienne,  governor  of  Calais,  now  faw 
the  neceffity  of  furrendering  his  fortrefs,  which  was 
reduced  to  the  lad  extremity  by  famine  and  the  I347 
fatigue  of  the  inhabitants.  He  appeared  on  the 
walls,  and  made  a  fignal  to  the  Engtifh  centinels 
that  he  defired  a  parley.  Sir  Walter  Manny  was 
fent  to  him  by  Edward.  ft  Brave  knight/'  cried 
the  governor,  "  I  have  been  entruded  by  my  fove- 
tC  reign  with  the  command  of  this  town :  It  is  al- 
"  mod  a  year  fince  you  befieged  me ;  and  I  have 
*c  endeavoured,  as  well  as  thofe  under  me,  to  do 
"  our  duty.  But  you  are  acquainted  with  our  pre- 
"  fent  condition.-  We  have  no  hopes  of  relief;  we 
Ci  are  perifhing  with  hunger;  I  am  willing  therefore 
iC  to  furrender,  and  defire  as  the  fole  condition^  to 
<c  enfure  the  lives  and  liberties  of  thefe  brave  men, 
Cf  who  have  fo  long  fhared  with  me  every  danger 
"  and  fatigue1'. " 

Manny  replied,  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  intentions  of  the  king  of  England ;  that  that 
prince  was  incenfed  againft  the  townfmen  of  Calais 
for  their  pertinacious  refidance,  and  for  the  evils 
which  they  had  made  him  and  his  fubjects  differ ; 
that  he  was  determined  to  take  exemplary  vengeance 
on  them  ;  and  would  not  receive  the  town  on  any 
condition  which  mould  confine  him  in  the  puniih- 
ment  of  thefe  offenders.  "  Confider,"  replied  Vi- 
enne,  <f  that  this  is  not  the  treatment  to  which  brave 
Ci  men  are  entitled:  If  any  Englifh  knight  had  been 
"  in  my  lituation,  your  king  would  have  expected 
tc  the  fame  conduct  from  him.  The  inhabitants  of 
Calais  have  done  for  their  fovereign  what  merits 
rhe  efteem  of  every  prince;  much  more  of  fo  gal- 
lant a  prince  as  Edward.  But  I  inform  you,  that 
if  we  mud  perifh,  we  mall  not  periih  unrevenged; 
and  that  we  are  not  yet  fo  reduced,  but  we  can  fell 
fc  our  lives  at  a  high  price  to  the  victors.     It  is  the 

P  FroiiTard,  liv.  i,  chap.  146. 

5  "  intereft 


(C 
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CHAP-  fC  Intereft  of  both  fides  to  prevent  thefe  defperate 
"  extremities ;  and  I  expect  that  you  yourfelf,  brave 
J3,7<      tc  knight,  will  interpofe  your  good  offices  with  your 
<c  prince  in  our  behalf." 

Manny  was  ftruck  with  the  juflnefs  of  the  fen- 
timents,  and  reprefented  to  the  king  the  danger  of 
reprifals,  if  he  mould  give  fuch  treatment  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Calais.  Edward  was  at  laft  perfuaded 
to  mitigate  the  rigour  of  the  conditions  demanded  : 
He  only  infilled  that  fix  of  the  moft  confiderable 
citizens  mould  be  fent  to  him,  to  be  difpofed  of  as  he 
thought  proper ;  that  they  mould  come  to  his  camp 
carrying  the  keys  of  the  city  in  their  hands,  bare- 
headed and  barefooted,  with  ropes  about  their  necks: 
And,  on  thefe  conditions,  he  promifed  to  fpare  the 
lives  of  all  the  remainder  °\ 

■  When  this  intelligence  was  conveyed  to  Calais, 
it  ftruck  the  inhabitants  with  new  confternation. 
To  facrifice  fix  of  their  fellow-citizens  to  certain 
deftru&ion  for  fignalifmg  their  valour  in  a  common 
caufe,  appeared  to  them  even  more  fevcre  than  that 
general  punifhment  with  which  they  were  before 
threatened ;  and  they  found  themfelves  incapable  of 
coming  to  any  refolution  in  fo  cruel  and  diftrefsful 
a  fituation.  At  laft  one  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
called  Euftace  de  St.  Pierre,  whofe  name  deferves 
to  be  recorded,  ftepped  forth,  and  declared  himfeif 
willing  to  encounter  death  for  the  fafety  of  his 
friends  and  companions  :  Another  animated  by  his 
example,  made  a  like  generous  offer :  A  third  and 
a  fourth  prefented  themfeves  to  the  fame  fate ;  and 
the  whole  number  was  foon  completed.  Thefe  fix 
heroic  burgefies  appeared  before  Edward  in  the 
guife  of  malefactors,  laid  at  his  feet  the  keys  of 
their  city,  and  were  ordered  to  be  led  to  execution. 
It  is  furprifing  that  fo  generous  a  prince  mould 
ever   have   entertained   fuch   a  barbarous  purpofe 
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againft  fuch  men  ;    and  ftill  more  that  he  mould  c  H  A  p. 
ferioufly  perfift  in  the  refolution  of  executing  it  *.  *   a 

But  the  entreaties  of  his  queen  faved  his  memory  ,347. 
from  that  infamy:  She  threw  herfelf  on  her  knees 
before  him,  and,  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  begged  the 
lives  of  thefe  citizens.  Having  obtained  her  requeft, 
fhe  carried  them  into  her  tent,  ordered  a  repafl  to 
be  fet  before  them,  and,  after  making  them  a 
prefent  of  money  and  clothes,  difmifled  them  in 
fafety  r. 

The  king  took  pofTeffion  of  Calais,  and  imme-  4th  Aug* 
diately  executed  an  act  of  rigour,  more  justifiable, 
becaufe  more  neceffarv,    than  that   which   he  had 
before  refolved  on.    He  knew  that,  notwithstanding 
his  pretended  title   to  the  crown  of  France,  every 
Frenchman  regarded  him  as  a  mortal  enemy  :  He 
therefore  ordered  all  the  inhabitants  of  Calais  to 
evacuate   the  town,  and  he  peopled   it  anew  with 
Englifh  ;  a  policy  which  probably  preferved  fo  long 
to   his   fucceflbrs   the   dominion  of  that   important 
fortrefs.     He  made. it  the  ftaple  of  wool,  leather, 
tin,  and  lead  ;  the  four  chief,  if  not  the  fole  com- 
modities of  the  kingdom,  for  which  there  was  any 
considerable  demand  in  foreign  markets.     All  the 
Englifh  were  obliged  to  bring  thither  thefe  goods  : 
Foreign  merchants  came  to  the  fame  place  in  order 
to  purchafe  them:  And  at  a  period  when  polls  were 
not  eilablimed,  and  when  the  communication  between 
Hates  was  fo  imperfect,  this  inflitution,  though  it  hurt 
the  navigation  of  England,  was  probably  of  advan- 
tage to  the  kingdom. 

Through  the  mediation  of  the  pope's  legates,  1348. 
Edward  concluded  a  truce  with  France  ;  but,  even 
during  this  celTation  of  arms,  he  had  very  nearly 
loll  Calais,  the  fole  fruit  of  all  his  boafted  victories. 
The  king  had  entrufted  that  place  to  Aimery  de 
Pavie,  an  Italian,  who  had  discovered  bravery  and 

*  See  note  [H]  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
r  Jroiflard,  liv,  i.  chap.  1-46. 
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c  HAP.  conduct  in  the  wars,  but  was  utterly  deftitute  of 
t^^t  eyery  principle  of  honour  and  fidelity.  This  man 
I348.  agreed  to  deliver  up  Calais  for  the  fum  of  twenty 
thoufand  crowns ;  and  Geoffrey  de  Charni,  who 
commanded  the  French  forces  in  thofe  quarters, 
and  who  knew  that,  if  he  fuceeded  in  this  fervice, 
he  mould  not  be  difavov/ed  ventured,  without  con- 
fulting  his  mailer,  to  conclude  the  bargain  with 
him.  Edward,  informed  of  this  treachery  by  means 
of  Aimery's  fecretary,  fummoned  the  governor  to 
London  on  other  pretences  ;  and  having  charged 
him  with  the  guilt,  promifed  him  his  life,  but  on 
condition  that  he  would  turn  the  contrivance  to  the 
deftrucfion  of  the  enemy.  The  Italian  eafily  agreed 
to  this  double  treachery.  A  day  was  appointed  for 
the  admiffion  of  the  French  ;  and  Edward,  having 
prepared  a  force  of  about  a  thoufand  men,,  under  fir 
Walter  Manny,  fecretly  departed  from  I  ondon,  car- 
rying with  him  the  prince  of  Waiej  ;  and,  without 
being  fufpecfed,  arrived  the  evening  before  at  Calais. 
He  made  a  proper  diipofition  for  the  receptior  of 
the  enemy,  and  kept  all  his  forces  and  the  garrifon 
under  arms.  On  the  appearance  of  Charni,  a  chofen 
band  of  French  foldiers  was  admitted  at  the  poltern; 
and  Aimery,  receiving  the  ilipulated  fum,  promifed 
that,  with  their  affiflance,  he  would  immediately  open 
the  great  gate  to  the  troops,  who  were  waiting  with 
impatience  for  the  fulfilling  of  his  engagement.  All 
1349-  the  French  who  entered  were  immediately  flain,  or 
1  Jan.  taken  prifoners :  The  great  gate  opened :  Edward 
rumed  forth  with  cries  of  battle  and  of  victory  :  The 
French,  though  aftonifhed  at  the  event,  behaved 
with  valour:  A  fierce  and  bloody  engagement  en- 
fued.  As  the  morning  broke,  the  king,  who  was 
not  diflinguimed  by  his  arms,  and  who  fought  as  a 
private  man  under  the  ftandard  of  fir  Walter  Man- 
ny, remarked  a  French  gentleman,  called  Euftace 
de  Ribaumont,  who  exerted  himlelf  with  fingular 
vigour  and  bravery ;  and  he  was  feized  with  a  de- 
fire 


EDWARD       III.  445 

fire  of  trying  a  fmgle  combat  with  him.  He  flepped 
forth  from  his  troop,  and  challenging  Ribaumont  ^^  J 
by  name  (for  he  was  known  to  him),  began  a  (harp  ,349, 
and  dangerous  encounter.  He  was  twice  beaten  to 
the  ground  by  the  valour  of  the  Frenchman :  He 
twice  recovered  himfelf :  Blows  were  redoubled  with 
equal  force  on  both  fides :  The  victory  was  long 
undecided  ;  till  Ribaumont,  perceiving  himfelf  to 
be  left  almoft  alone,  called  out  to  his  antagonift, 
Sir  knight,  I  yield  myfelf  your  prifomr  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  delivered  his  fword  to  the  king.  Molt 
of  the  French  being  overpowered  by  numbers,  and 
intercepted  in  their  retreat,  loft  either  their  lives  or 
their  liberty  3. 

The  French  officers  who  had  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  Englifh  were  conducted  into  Cal .us ;  where 
Edward  difcovered  to  them  the  antagonift  with 
whom  they  had  the  honour  to  be  engaged,  and 
treated  them  with  great  regard  and  courtefy.  They 
were  admitted  to  fup  with  the  prince  of  Wales  and 
the  Englifh  nobility  ;  and,  after  fupper,  the  king 
himfelf  came  into  the  apartment,  and  went  about, 
converfmg  familiarly  with  one  or  other  of  his  pri- 
foners.  He  even  addreffed  himfelf  to  Charni,  and 
avoided  reproaching  him,  in  too  fevere  terms,  with 
the  treacherous  attempt  which  he  had  made  upon 
Calais  during  the  truce  :  But  he  openly  bellowed 
the  higheft  encomiums  on  Ribaumont ;  called  him 
the  moft  valorous  knight  that  he  had  ever  been 
acquainted  with  ;  and  confeffed  that  he  himfelf  had 
at  no  time  been  in  lb  great  danger  as  when  engaged 
in  combat  with  him.  He  then  took  a  firing  of 
pearls,  which  he  wore  about  his  own  head,  and 
throwing  it  over  the  head  of  Ribaumont,  he  faid 
to  him,  "  Sir  Euftace,  I  beftow  this   prefent  upon 

you  as  a  teftimcny  of  my  efteem  for  your  bra- 
"  very  :  And  I  defire  you  to  wear  it  a  year  for  my 

s  Froiflard,  liv   i    chap,  140,  141,  T45. 

"  fake  : 


(( 


*349- 


446  HISTORY    OF     ENGLAND. 

CHAP.  es  iake :  I  know  you  to  be  gay  and  amorous,  and 
xv  <c  to  take  delight  in  the  company  of  ladies  and  dam- 
"  fels  :  Let  them  all  know  from  what  hand  you  had 
"  the  prefent :  You  are  no  longer  a  prifoner  ;  I  ac- 
<c  quit  you  of  your  ranfom ;  and  you  are  at  liberty 
"  to-morrow  to  difpofe  of  yourfelf  as  you  think 
"  proper." 

^Nothing  proves  more  evidently  the  vaft  fupe- 
riority  affumed  by  the  nobility  and  gentry  above  all 
the  other  orders  of  men  during  thofe  ages,  than  the 
extreme  difference  which  Edward  made  in  his  treat- 
ment of  thefe  French  knights,  and  that  of  the  fix 
citizens  of  Calais,  who  had  exerted  more  fignal 
bravery  in  a  caufe  more  juftinable  and  more  ho- 
nourable. 
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Inftitulion  of  the  Garter State    of  France 

Battle    of  Poicliers ■  Captivity  of  the  king  of 

France State  of  that  kingdom Invafion   of 

France Peace  of  Bretigni State  of  France 

■' Expedition    into    Cajiile Rupture    with 

France III  fuccefs  of  the  Fnglifh Death  of 

the  prince  of  Wales Death — and  character   of 

the    king Mifcellaiieous    tranfacliom  in   this 

reign. 

nHE  prudent  conduct  and  great  fuccefs  of  Ed-  c  H  A  l>. 
ward  in  his  foreign  wars  had  excited  a  ftrong  ^  .7!['  j 
emulation  and  a  military  genius  among  the  Englifh      I34g# 
nobility  ;    and  thefe  turbulent  barons,  overawed  by 
the  crown,   gave  now  a  more  ufeful  direction  to 
their  ambition,  and  attached  themfelves  to  a  prince 
who  led  them  to  the  acquifition  of  riches  and  of 
glory.     That  he  might  farther  promote  the  fpirit  Jj**" tl0R 
of  emulation  and  obedience,  the  ldng  inftituted  the  Garter, 
order  of  the  Garter,  in  imitation  of  feme  orders  of 
a  like  nature,  religious  as  well  as  military,  which 
had  been  eftabliihed  in  different  parts  of  Europe. 
The  number  received  into  this  order  confided  of 
twenty-five  perfons,  befides  the  fovereign ;  and  as 
it  has  never  been  enlarged,  this  badge  of  diftinc- 
tion  continues  as  honourable  as  at  its  firft  inftitu- 
tion,  and  is  Hill  a  valuable,  though  a  cheap  prefent, 
which  the  prince  can  confer  on  his  greatefl  iubje&s. 
A  vulgar  ftory  prevails,  but  is  not  fupported   by 
any  ancient  authority,    that,    at  a  court-ball,  Ed- 
ward's 
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c  h  A  P.  ward's  miftrefs,  commonly  fuppofed  to  be  the 
.JP^'  countefs  of  Saliibury,  dropped  her  garter  ;  and  the 
j,49.  king  taking  it  up,  obferved  fome  of  the  courtiers 
to  fmile,  as  if  they  thought  that  he  had  not  ob- 
tained this  favour  merely  by  accident :  Upon  which 
he  called  out,  Honi  foit  qui  mal  y  penfe>  Evil  to 
him  that  evil  thinks  ;  and  as  every  incident  of  gal- 
lantry among  thofe  ancient  warriors  was  magnified 
into  a  matter  of  great  importance  *,  he  iniiituted 
the  order  of  the  Garter  in  memorial  of  this  event, 
and  gave  thefe  words  as  the  motto  of  the  order. 
This  orip-in,  though  frivolous,  is  not  unfuitable  to 
the  manners  of  the  times  j  and  it  is  indeed  difficult 
by  any  other  means  to  account,  either  for  the 
feemingly  unmeaning  terms  of  the  motto,  or  for  the 
peculiar  badge  of  the  garter,  which  feems  to  have 
no  reference  to  any  purpofe  either  of  military  ufe  or 
ornament. 

But  a  fudden  damp  was  thrown  over  this  feftivity 
and  triumph  of  the  court  of  England,  by  a  deftruc- 
tive  peftilence  which  invaded  that  kingdom,  as  well 
as  the  relt  of  Europe ;  and  is  computed  to  have 
fwept  away  near  a  third  of  the  inhabitants  in  every 
country  which  it  attacked.  It  was  probably  more 
fatal  in  great  cities  than  in  the  country  ;  and  above 
fifty  thoufand  fouls  are  faid  to  have  perifhed  by  it  in 
London  alone  f.  This  malady  firft  difcovered  itfelf 
in  the  north  of  Afia,  was  fpread  over  ail  that  country, 
made  its  progrefs  from  one  end  of  Europe  to  the 
other,  and  fenfibly  depopulated  every  (late,  through 
which  it  palled.  So  grievous  a  calamity,  more  than 
the  pacific  difpofition  of  the  princes,  ferved  to  main- 
tain and  prolong  the  truce  between  France  and 
England. 

*  Se  note  [I]  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

*  Stowe's  Survey,  p.  4.78-.  There  were  buried  <;o,ooo  bodies  in  one 
church  yard,  which  fir  Walter  Manny  had  bought  for  the  ufe  of  the 
poor.  The  fame  author  fays,  that  there  died  above  50,000 pcrfons 
of  the  plague  in  Norwich,  which  is  quite  incredible. 

During 
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During  this  truce  Philip   de  Valois  died,  with-  c  ** _A  P. 
6ut  being  able  to  re-eftabliih   the  affairs  of  France,   ^^ ^^1_, 
which  his  bad  fuccefs  againfi  England  had  thrown      1350. 
into  extreme  diforder.     This  monarch,  during  the 
firfl  years  of  his  reign,  had  obtained  the   appellation 
of  Fortunate,  and  acquired  the  character  of  prudent ; 
but  he  ill  maintained  either  the   one  or  the  other  ; 
lefs  from  his  own  fault,  than  becaufe  he    was  over- 
matched by  the  fuperior  fortune  and  mperior  genius 
of  Edward.     But  the  incidents  in   the  reign  of  his 
Ion  John   gave  the  French  nation  caufe   to    regret 
even  the  calamitous  times   of  his  predeceiTor.  John 
was   diflinguiihed  by   many  virtues,   particularly   a 
fcrupulous  honour  and  fidelity  :  Ke  was  not    defi- 
cient  in   perfonal  courage :   But  as  he  wanted  that 
mafterly  prudence  and  rorefight,  which  his  difficult 
fituation   required,    his    kingdom  was   at  the  fame 
time  difturbed    by    interline    commotions,  and  op-  o/3'4/ 
preffed  with  foreign  wars.     The  chief  fouree  of  its   France. 
calamities  was   Charles   king   of  Navarre,  who   re- 
ceived the  epithet  of  the  bad  or  wicked,  and  whofe 
conduct  fully  entitled  him  to  that  appellation.     This 
prince  was  defcended  from  males  of  the  blood  royal 
of  France ;    his    mother    was   daughter    of  Lewis 
Hutin  ;  he  had  himielf  efpouied  a  daughter  of  king 
John  ;  But  all  thefe  ties,  which  ought  to  have  con- 
nected him  with  the  throne,  gave  him  only  greater 
power  to  make  and  overthrow  it.     With  regard  to 
his  perfonal   qualities,    he    was   courteous,  affable, 
engaging,  eloquent ;  full  of  insinuation  and  addrefs  ; 
inexhaustible  in  his  refources  ;   active  and  enterprif- 
ing.      But    thefe  fplendid     accomplishments    were 
attended  with  fuch  defects  as  rendered  them   perni- 
cious to  his  country,  and  even  ruinous  to    himfelf : 
He    was  volatile,    inconftant,    faithleis,    revengful, 
malicious :    Restrained    by   no    principle   or   duty : 
Infatiable  in   his  pretenfions  :   And  whether  fuccefT- 
ful  or  unfortunate  in  one  enterprise,  he  immediately 
undertook  another,  in  which  he  was  never  deterred 
Vol.  II.  G  g  from 
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chat,  from  employing  the  mod  criminal  and  moft   dimo* 
nourable  expedients. 

The  conitable  of  Eu,  who  had  been  taken  pri- 
foner  by  Edward  at  Caen,  recovered  his  liberty,  on 
the  promife  of  delivering  as  his  ranfom  the  town  of 
Guifnes,  near  Calais,  of  which  he  was  fuperior  lord : 
But  as  John  was  offended  at  this  ftipulation,  which, 
if  fulfilled,  opened  itill  farther  that  frontier  to  the 
enemy  ;  and  as  he  fufpected  the  conflable  of  more 
dangerous  connexions  with  the  king   of  England, 
he  ordered   him  to   be  feized,    and  without   any 
legal   or  formal   trial,  put  him  to  death  in  prifon. 
Charles  de  la  Cerda  was  appointed  conflable   in  his 
place  ;  and  had  a  like  fatal  end  :  1  he  king  of  Na- 
varre ordered  him  to  be  aflaflinated  ;  and   fuch  was 
the  weaknefs  of  the  crown,  that  this  prince,  inftead 
of  dreading  punifhment,  would  not  even  agree   to 
afk  pardon  for  his  offence,  but  on  condition  that  he 
mould  receive  an  accellion  of  territory  :   And  he  had 
alfo  John's  fecond  fon  put  into  his  hands  as  a  fecurity 
for  his  perfon,  when  he  came  to  court,  and  performed 
this  acl:  of  mock  penitence  and  humiliation   before 
his  fovereignu. 

The  two  French  princes  feemed  entirely  recon- 
ciled •,  but  this  diliimulation,  to  which  John  fub- 
mitted  from  neceflity,  and  Charles  from  habit,  did 
not  long  continue  ;  and  the  king  of  Navarre  knew 
that  he  had  reafon  to  apprehend  the  moft  fevere 
vengeance  for  the  many  crimes  and  treafons  which 
he  had  already  committed,  and  the  ftill  greater, 
which  he  was  meditating.  To  enfure  himielf  of 
protection,  he  entered  into  a  fecret  correfpondence 
with  England,  by  means  of  Henry  earl  of  Derby, 
now  earl  of  Lancafter,  who  at  that  time  was  em- 
ployed in  fruitlefs  negociations  for  peace  at  Avig- 
non, under  the  mediation  of  the  pope.  John  de-^ 
r-ccted  this  correfpondence;  and  to  prevent  the  dan- 

*  Eroiflardj  liv.  i.  chap.  144. 

gerons 
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gerous  effects  of  it,  he  fent  forces  into  Normandy,  CHAP. 
the  chief  feat  of  the  king  of  Navarre's  power,  and  v^~v 
attacked  his  caitles  and  fortrelfes.  But  hearing  that  135 
Edward  had  prepared  an  army  to  fupport  his  ally, 
he  had  the  weaknefs  to  propofe  an  accommodation 
with  Charles,  and  even  to  give  this  traiterous  fub- 
jecl:  the  fum  of  a  hundred  thoufand  crowns  as  the 
purchafe  of  a  feigned  reconcilement,  which  rendered 
him  dill  more  dangerous.  The  king  of  Navarre, 
infolent  from  pad  impunity,  and  defperate  from  the 
dangers  which  he  apprehended,  continued  his  in- 
trigues ;  and  affociating  himfelf  with  Geoffrey  d'Har- 
court,  who  had  received  his  pardon  from  Philip  de 
Valois,  but  perfevered  (till  in  his  factious  difpofition, 
he  increafed  the  number  of  his  partifans  in  every  part 
of  the  kingdom.  He  even  feduced,  by  his  addrefs, 
Charles  the  king  of  France's  eldefl  fon,  a  youth  of 
feventeen  years  of  age,  who  was  the  firfl  that  bore 
the  appellation  of  Dauphin,  by  the  re-union  of  the 
province  of  Dauphiny  to  the  crown.  But  this  prince, 
being  made  fenfible  of  the  danger  and  folly  of  thefe 
connexions,  promifed  to  make  atonement  for  the 
offence  by  the  facrifice  of  his  affociates ;  and,  in 
concert  with  his  father,  he  invited  the  king  of  Na- 
varre, and  other  noblemen  of  the  party,  to  a  feaft  at 
Rouen,  where  they  were  betrayed  into  the  hands  of 
John.  Some  of  the  mod  obnoxious  were  immedi- 
ately led  to  execution;  the  king  of  Navarre  was 
thrown  into  prifon  w  :  But  this  ftroke  of  feverity  in 
the  king,  and  of  treachery  in  the  dauphin,  was  far 
from  proving  decifive  in  maintaining  the  royal  au- 
thority. Philip  of  Navarre,  brother  to  Charles,  and 
Geoffrey  d'Harcourt,  put  all  the  towns  and  cadies 
belonging  to  that  prince  in  a  pofture  of  defence  ;  and 
had  immediate  recourfe  to  the  protection  of  England 
in  this  defperate  extremity. 

w  Froiflard,  liv.  i.  chap.  146.    Avefbury,  p.  243. 
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c  ha  P.  The  truce  between  the  two  kingdoms,  which  had 
always  been  ill  obferved  on  both  fides,  was  now  ex- 
^7~  pired  ;  and  Edward  was  entirely  free  to  fupport  the 
French  malcontents.  Well  pleafed  that  the  factions 
in  France  had  at  length  gained  him  fome  partifans  in 
that  kingdom,  which  his  pretentions  to  the  crown 
had  never  been  able  to  accomplifh,  he  purpofed  to 
attack  his  enemy  both  on  the  fide  of  Guienne,  under 
the  command  of  the  prince  of  Wales,  and  on  that  of 
Calais,  in  his  own  perfon. 

Young  Edward  arrived  in  the  Garronne  with  his 
army,  on  board  a  fleet  of  three  hundred  fail,  at- 
tended by  the  earls  ofWarwic,  Salifbury,  Oxford, 
Suffolk,  and  other  Englifh  noblemen.  Being  joined 
bv  the  vaffals  of  Gafcony,  he  took  the  field  ;  and  as 
the  prefent  diforders  in  France  prevented  every  pro- 
per plan  of  defence,  he  carried  on  with  impunity 
his  ravages  and  devaluations,  according  to  the  mode 
of  war  in  that  age.  He  reduced  all  the  villages  and 
feveral  towns  of  Languedoc  to  afhes :  Fie  prefented 
himfelf  before  Thouloufe ;  paffed  the  Garronne, 
and  burned  the  fuburbs  of  Carcaffonne  ;  advanced 
even  to  Narbonne,  laying  every  place  wafte  around 
him  :  And  after  an  incuriion  of  fix  weeks,  returned 
with  a  vaft  booty  and  many  prifoners  to  Guienne, 
where  he  took  up  his  winter-quarters  *,  The  con- 
itable  of  Bourbon,  who  commanded  in  thefe  pro- 
vinces", received  orders,  though  at  the  head  of  a 
fuperior  army,  on  no  account  to  run  the  hazard  of 

a  battle. 

The  king  of  England's  incurfion  from  Calais  was 
of  the  fame  nature,  and  attended  with  the  fame  iffue. 
He  broke  into  France  at  the  head  of  a  numerous 
army  ;  to  which  he  gave  a  full  licence  of  plundering 
and  ravaging  the  open  country.  He  advanced  to 
St.  Omer,  where  the  king    of  France  was   ported  5 

x  Froiflard,  liv.  i.  chap.  144.  146. 
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and  on  the  retreat   of  that  prince  followed  him  to  c  h  A  P. 
Hefdin  y.     John  ftill  kept  at  a  diftance,  and  declined   v__^-[ 
an  engagement :  But,  in  order  to  fave  his  reputation,      1355. 
he  fent  Edward  a  challenge  to  fight  a  pitched  battle 
with  him  ;  a  ufual  bravado  in  that  age,  derived  from 
the  practice  of  fingle  combat,  and  ridiculous  in   the 
art  of  war.     The  king,   finding  no  lincerity  in  this 
defiance,  retired  to  Calais,  and  thence  went  over  to 
England  in  order  to  defend  that  kingdom   againft  a 
threatened  invafion  of  the  Scots. 

The  Scots,  taking  advantage  of  the  king's  ab- 
fence,  and  that  of  the  military  power  of  England, 
had  furprifed  Berwic  ;  and  had  collected  an  army 
with  a  view  of  committing  ravages  upon  the  north- 
ern provinces  :  But  on  the  approach  of  Edward  they 
abandoned  that  place,  which  was  not  tenable  while 
the  cattle  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Englifh  ;  and  re- 
tiring to  their  mountains,  gave  the  enemy  full  liberty 
of  burning  and  deftroymg  the  whole  country  from 
Berwic  to  Edinburgh  z.  Baliol  attended  Edward 
on  this  expedition  ;  but  finding  that  his  conttant  ad- 
herence to  the  Englifh  had  given  his  countrymen 
an  unconquerable  averfion  to  his  title,  and  that  he 
himfelf  was  declining  through  age  and  infirmities, 
he  finally  refigned  into  the  king's  hands  his  preten- 
tions to  the  crown  of  Scotland  %  and  received  in 
lieu  of  them  an  annual  penfion  of  2000  pounds,  with 
which  he  paffed  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  privacy 
and  retirement. 

During  thefe  military  operations,  Edward  re- 
ceived information  of  the  increafing  diforders  in 
France,  anting  from  the  imprifon-ment  of  the  king 
of  Navarre  ;  and  he  fent  Lancafter,  at  the  head  of 
a  fmall  army,  to  fupport  the  partifans  of  that  prince 
in  Normandy.     The  war  was  conducted  with  vari- 

y  Froifiard,    liv    i.  chap.   144.      Avefbury,    p.   ac6      Walling-, 
p.  171.  z  Walling,  p.  171.  a  Rymer,  vol.  v. 

p.  823.     Ypod.  Ncuit   p  5 'i. 
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C  K  A  P.  ous  fuccefs  ;  but  chiefly  to  the  difadvantage   of  the 
^        French  malcontents ;  till  an  important  event   hap- 
pened in   the  other   quarter  of  the  kingdom,  which 
had  well  nigh  proved  fatal  to  the  monarchy  of  France, 
and  threw  every  thing  into  the  utmoft  confufion. 
S3i5-  The  prince  of  Wales,  encouraged  by  the  fuccefs.  J 

of  the  preceding  campaign,  took  the  field  with  an 
army,  which  no  hiftorian  makes  amount  to  above 
1 2,000  men,  and  of  which  not  a  third  were  Engiifh  ; 
and  with  this  fmall  body,  he  ventured  to  penetrate 
into  the  heart  of  France.     After  ravaging  the  Age- 
nois,    Quercy,    and   the  Limoufm,  he  entered  the 
province  of  Berry ;  and  made  fome  attacks,  though 
without   fuccefs,    on    the    towns   of  Bourges   and 
Iflbudun.     It  appeared,  that  his  intentions  were   to 
march  into  Normandy,  and  to  join  his  forces  with 
thofe  of  the  earl  of  Lancafter  and  the  partifans    of 
the  king  of  Navarre  ;    but  finding  all  the   bridges 
on  the  Loire  broken  down,  and  every  pafs  carefully 
guarded,  he  was  obliged  to  think    of  making  his 
retreat  into   Guienne  b.     He  found  this   refolution 
the  more  neceffary,  from  the  intelligence  which  he 
received  of  the  king  of  France's   motions.     That 
monarch,  provoked  at   the   infult  offered   him   by 
this  incurfion,    and  entertaining   hopes    of  fuccefs 
from  the  young  prince's  temerity,  collected  a  great 
army  of  above  60,000  men,  and  advanced,  by  hafty 
marches,  to  intercept  his  enemy.     The  prince,  not 
aware  of  John's  near  approach,  loft   fome  days  on 
his  retreat  before  the  cattle   of  Remorantin c ;  and 
thereby  gave   the  French   an  opportunity  of  over- 
Battle  of    takmg    him,     They  came  within  fight   at  Mauper- 
Poi&iers.   tuis  near  Poicliers ;  and  Edward,  feniible   that   his 
retreat  was  now  become  impracticable,  prepared  for 
battle  with  all  the  courage  of  a  young  hero,  and  with 
all  the  prudence  of  the  oldeft  and  moil  experienced 
commander. 

*>  Waiting,  p.  i?t. 

c  Froiflard,  liv.  i.  chap.  158.    Walling,  p.  171. 
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But  the  utmoft  prudence  and   courage  would  chap. 
have  proved  infufficient  to  fave  him   in   this  extre-  ._ -  -_f 
mity,  had  the  king  of  France  known  how  to  make      13,56. 
ufe  of  his  prefent  advantages.     His   great   fuperio- 
rity  in  numbers  enabled  him  to  furround  the  enemy  \ 
*  and,    by    intercepting   all    provifions,    which    were 
already  become  fcarce  in  the  Englifh   camp,  to   re- 
duce this  fmall  army,  without  a  blow,  to  the  necek 
fity  of  furrendering  at  difcretion.     But  fuch  was  the 
impatient  ardour  of  the    French   nobility,    and   fo 
much  had  their  thoughts  been   bent  on  overtaking 
the  Englifh  as  their  fole  object,  that  this  idea  never 
ftruck  any  of  the  commanders ;  and  they   immedi- 
ately took  meafures  for  the  afiault,  as  for  a  certain 
victory.     While  the  French  army  was  drawn  up  in 
order  of  battle,  they   were  flopped  by  rhe  appear- 
ance of  the    cardinal   of  Ferigord ;    who,    having 
learned   the  approach  of  the   two   armies  to   each 
other,  had  haftened,  by  interpofing  his  good  offices, 
to  prevent  any  farther  effufion   of  Chriftian  blood, 
By  John's  permiffion,  he  carried  propofals  to  the 
prince  of  Wales ;  and  found  him  fo  fenfible  of  the 
bad  pofture  of  his  affairs,    that  an  accommodation 
feemed  not  impracticable.     Edward  told  him,  that 
he  would  agree  to  any  terms  confident  with  his  own 
honour  and    that  of  England  ;    and  he  offered  to 
purchafe  a  retreat,  by  ceding  all  the  conquefls  which 
he  had  made  during  this  and  the  former  compaign, 
and  by  ftipulating  not  to  ferve  again  ft  France  dur- 
ing the  courfe  of  feven  years.     But   John,  imagin- 
ing that  he  had  now  got  into  his  hands  a  fufficient 
pledge  for  the   restitution  of  Calais,    required    that 
Edward    fliould   furrender   himfelf  prifoner  with  a 
hundred  of  his  attendants  ;  and   offered,  on    thefe 
terms,  a  fafe  retreat  to   the  Englifh    army.     The 
prince  rejected  the  propofal  with  difdain  ;  and    de- 
clared that  whatever    fortune  might    attend    him, 
England  fliould  never  be  obliged  to  pay  the  price 
of  his  ranfom.     This    refolute  anfwer  cut  off'  all 
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CHAP,  hope?  of  accommodation  ;    but    as   the  day  was  al- 
>:VI-       ready  fpent  in  negotiating,  the  battle  was  delayed  till 

'    if5«:      the  next  morning  d. 

The  cardinal  of  Perigord,  as  did  all  the  prelates 
of  the  court  of  Rome,  bore  a  great  attachment  to 
the  French  intereit  ;  but  the  mod  determined  enemy 
could  not,  by  any  expedient,  have  done  a  greater 
prejudice  to  John's  affairs  than  he  did  them    by  this 

sjtli  Sept.  delay.  The  prince  of  Wales  had  ieifure,  during 
the  night,  to  itrengthen,  by  new  entrenchments,  the 
poft  which  he  had  before  fo  judicioufly  chofen  ;  and 
he  "contrived  an  ambufn  of  300  men  at  arms,  and  as 
many  archers,  whom  he  put  under  the  command  of 
the  Caotal  de  Buche,  and' ordered  to  make  a  circuit, 
that  they  might  fall  on  the  flank  or  rear  of  the  French 
army  during  the  engagement.  The  van  of  his  army 
was  commanded  by  the  earl  of  Warwic,  the  rear  by 
the  earls  of  Salifoury  and  Suffolk,  the  main  body 
by  the  prince  himfelf.  The  lords  Chandos,  Audeley, 
and  many  other  brave  and  experienced  com- 
manders, were  at  the  head  pf  different  corps  of  his 

army. 

John   alfo  arranged  his  forces  in  three  divifions, 
nearly   equal :    The   fiift   was    commanded  by  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  the  king's  brother  ;   the  fecond  by 
the  dauphin,  attended  by  his  two  younger  brothers  ; 
the  third  by  the  king  himfelf,  who  had  by  his  fide 
Philip  his  fourth  fon  and  favourite,  then  about  four- 
teen  years    of  age.      There  was   no    reaching   the 
Englilh   army    but  through  a  narrow  lane,  covered 
on  each  fide  by  hedges  ;  and  in  order  to  open  this 
paffige,    the   marefchals    Andrehen    and   Clermont 
were  ordered  to  advance  with  a  feparate  detachment 
of  men   at  arms.     While  they  marched   along  the 
lane,    a  body    of  Englim    archers,    who  lined  the 
hedges,  plyed  them  on  each  fide  with  their  arrows  ; 
and  being  very  near  them,    yet  placed  in   perfect 

<i  Froiflard,  liv-  i.  cbap.  161. 
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fafety,  they  coolly  took  their  aim  againft  the  ene-  chap. 
my,    and   flaughtered    them    with   impunity.     The      XVf 
French  detachment,  much  difcouraged  by   the  un-      ,3i6. 
equal    combat,    and    diminifhed    in  their   number, 
arrived  at  the  tend  of  the  lane,  where  they  met  on 
the  open  ground   the   prince  of  Wales  himfelf,  at 
the  head  of  a  chofen  body,  ready  for  their  reception. 
They  were  difcomfited  and  overthrown :  One  of  the 
marefchals  was  fiain  ;  the  other  taken  prifoner  :  And 
the  remainder  of   the  detachment,  who   were  flill 
in  the  lane,  and  expofed  to  the  (hot  of  the  enemy, 
without   being   able    to    make    refinance,    recoiled 
upon  their  own  army,  and  put  every  thing  into  dif- 
prder c. .    In    that   critical    moment   the   Captal  de 
Buche  unexpectedly  appeared,  and  attacked  in  flank 
the   dauphin's  line,  which  fell  into  fome  confufion. 
pandas,    Bodenai,    and   St.  Venant,  to    whom   the 
care  of  that  young  prince  and  his  brothers  had  been 
committed,  too  anxious  for  their  charge  or  for  their 
own  fafety,  carried  them  off  the  field,  and  fet  the 
example  of  flight,  which  was  followed  by  that  whole 
divifion.     The  duke  of  Orleans,  feized  with  a  like 
panic,  and  imagining  all  was  loft,  thought  no  longer 
pf  fighting,  but  carried  off  his  divifion  by  a  retreat, 
which   foon   turned  into  a  flight.     Lord  Chandos 
called  out  to  the  prince,  that  the  day  was  won  ;  and 
encouraged  him  to  attack  the  divifion  under  king 
John,  which  though  more  numerous  than  the  whole 
Englifh  army,   were  fomewhat   difmayed  with  the 
precipitate  flight  of  their  companions.     John  here 
made  the  utmofl  efforts   to  retrieve  by  his  valour 
what  his  imprudence  had  betrayed ;  and  the   only 
refiftance  made  that  day  was  by  bis  line  of  battle. 
The  prince  of  Wales  fell  wfth  impetuofity  on  fome 
German  cavalry  placed  in  the  front,  and  commanded 
by  the  counts  of  Sallebruche,  Nydo,  and  Nofto : 
,4  fierce  battle  enfued:  One  fide  were  encouraged 

e  Froiilird.  Ihi.'u  chap.  x6z. 
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C  HA  P.  by  the  near  profpect  of  fo  great  a  victory:  The 
i^^^j  other  were  flimulated  by  the  fliame  of  quitting  the 
1356.      held  to  an  enemy  fo  much  inferior  :  But  the  three 
German  generals,  together  with  the  duke  of  Athens 
conftable  of  France,  falling  in  battle,  that  body  of 
cavalry  gave  way,  and  left  the  king  himfelf  expofed 
to  the  whole  fury  of  the  enemy.     The  ranks  were 
every    moment   thinned   around  him  :  The  nobles 
fell  by  his  fide  one  after  another :  His  fon,  fcarce 
fourteen  years  of  age,  received  a  wound,  while  he 
was  fighting  valiantly  in  defence  of  his  father:  The 
king  himfelf,  fpent  with  fatigue,  and  overwhelmed 
by  numbers,  might  eafily  have  been  ilain;  but  every 
Engliih   gentleman,    ambitious  of  taking  alive  the 
royal  prifoner,  fpared  him  in  the  aftion,  exhorted 
him  to  furrender,  and  offered  him  quarter :  Several 
who  attempted  to  feize  him  fuffered  for  their  teme- 
rity.    He  flill   cried  out,  Where   is   my  confin,   the 
■prince  of  Wales  f  and  feemed  unwilling  to  become 
Captivity    prifoner  to  any  perfon  of  inferior  rank.     But  being 
oftheking  to\^  tbat  the  prince  was  at  a  diftance  on  the  field, 
he  threw  down  his  gauntlet,  and  yielded  himfelf  to 
Dennis  de  Morbec,   a  knight  of  Arras,  who  had 
been  obliged  to  fly  his  country  for  murder.     His 
fon  was  taken  with  him f. 

The  prince  of  Wales,  who  had  been  carried 
away  in  purfuit  of  the  flying  enemy,  finding  the 
field  entirely  clear,  had  ordered  a  tent  to  be  pitched, 
and  was  repofmg  himfelf  after  the  toils  of  battle; 
enquiring  (till,  with  great  anxiety,  concerning  the 
fate  of  the  French  monarch.  Fie  difpatched  the 
earl  of  Warwic  to  bring  him  intelligence ;  and  that 
nobleman  came  happily  in  time  to  lave  the  life  of 
the  captive  prince,  which  was  expofed  to  greater 
danger  than  it  had  been  during  the  heat  of  the  ac- 
tion. The  Engliih  had  taken  him  by  violence  from 
Morbec :  The  Gafcons  claimed  the  -honour  of  de. 

*  Rvmcij  vol.  vi.  p.  72.  154.    Froiflard;  liv.  i,  chap.  164- 

taining 


EDWARD      III.  459 

taming  the  royal  prifoner:  And  fonie  brutal  Sol-  C  ha  p. 
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diers,  rather  than  yield  the  prize  to  their  rivals,  naa 
threatened  to  put  him  to  death  g.  Warwic  over- 
awed both  parties,  and  approaching  the  king  with 
great  demonltrations  of  refpecl,  offered  to  conduct 
him  to  the  prince's  tent. 

Here  commences  the  real  and  truly  admirable 
heroifm  of  Edward  :  For  victories  are  vulgar  things 
in  comparifon  of  that  moderation  and  humanity  dis- 
played by  a  young  prince  of  twenty-feven  years  of 
age,  not  yet   cooled   from  the  fury  of  battle,  and. 
elated  by  as  extraordinary  and  as  unexpected  fuccefs 
as   had  ever  crowned  the  arms  of  any  commander. 
He  came  forth  to  meet  the  captive  king  with  all 
the  marks  of    regard  and  Sympathy;  adminiflered 
comfort  to  him  amidll  his  misfortunes ;  paid  him  the 
tribute  of  praife  due  to  his  valour  ;  and  afcribed  his 
own  victory  merely  to  the  blind  chance  of  war,  or 
to   a  fuperior   providence,  which   controls  all  the 
efforts  of  human  force  and  prudence  h.     The  beha- 
viour of  John  mowed    him  not  unworthy  of  this 
courteous   treatment :    His   prefent   abject   fortune 
never  made  him  forget  a  moment  that  he  was  a 
king  :     More  touched  by  Edward's  generofity  than 
by  his  own  calamities,  he  confeffed,  that,  notwith- 
standing his  defeat   and  captivity,  his  honour  was 
Still  unimpaired;  and  that  if  he  yielded  the  victory, 
it  was  at  leaft  gained  by  a  prince  of  Such  confum- 
mate  valour  and  humanity. 

Edward  ordered  a  repafl  to  be  prepared  in  his 
tent  for  the  prifoner ;  and  he  himfelf  ferved  at  the 
royal  captive's  table,  as  if  he  had  been  one  of  his 
retinue :  He  flood  at  the  king's  back  during 
the  meal;  conftantly  refufed  to  take  a  place  at 
table  -}  and  declared,  that,  being  a  fubjecl:,  he  was 
too  well  acquainted  with  the  diftance  between  his 
own  rank  and  that  of  royal  majefty,  to  affume  iuch 
freedom.    All  his  father's  pretenfions  to  the  crown  of 

2  Froiflard,  liv.  i.  chap  164.  h  Poul.  Cemil.  p.  197. 
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CHAP.  France  were  now  buried  in  oblivion  :  John,  in  cap- 

^VL      tivity,  received  the  honours  of  a  king,  which  were 

j357,     refufed  him  when  feated  on  the  throne :  His  mif- 

.  fortunes,    not   his   title,    were   refpected  ;    and  the 

French   prifoners,    conquered  by  this   elevation  of 

mind,  more  than  by  their  late  difcomfiture,  burft 

into  tears  of  admiration ;  which  were  only  checked 

by  the  reflection,  that  fuch  genuine  and  unaltered 

heroifm   in  _an   enemy   mull  certainly  in   the  iflue 

prove   but    the   more    dangerous    to    their    native 

country'. 

All  the  Englim  and  Gafcon  knights  imitated 
the  generous  example  fet  them  by  their  prince.  The 
captives  were  every  where  treated  with  humanity, 
and  were  foon  after  difmifledj  on  paying  moderate 
ranfoms  to  the  perfons  into  whofe  hands  they  had 
fallen.  The  extent  of  their  fortunes  was  confi- 
dered;  and  an  attention  was  given,  that  they  mould 
ftiil  have  fufficient  means  left  to  perform  their  mili- 
tary feryice  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  their  rank  and 
quality.  Yet  fo  numerous  were  the  noble  prifoners, 
that  thefe  ranfoms,  added  to  the  fpoils  gained  in  the 
field,  were  fufficient  to  enrich  the  prince's  army; 
and  as  they  had  fuffered  very  little  in  the  action, 
their  joy  and  exultation  were  complete. 

The  prince  of  Wales  conducted  his  prifoner 
to  Bordeaux  ;  and  not  being  provided  with  forces 
fo  numerous  as  might  enable  him  to  pufn  his  pre- 
fent  advantages,  he  concluded  a  two  years  truce 
with  Francek,  which  was  alfo  become  requifite,  that 
he  might  <?onduu:  the  captive  king  with  fafety  into 
England.  He  landed  at  Southwark,  and  was  met 
by  a  great  concourfe  of  people  of  all  ranks  and  fta- 

84th  May.  tions.  The  prifoner  was  clad  in  royal  apparel,  and 
mounted  on  a  white  fteed,  diftinguilhed  by  its  fize 
and  beauty,  and  by  the  richnefs  of  its  furniture. 
The  conqueror  rode  by  his  fide  in  a  meaner  attire? 
and  carried  by  a  black  palfry.  In  this  fituation,  more 

i  Froiffard,  liv.  i.  chap.*  68.  k  Rymer,  vol  vi.p;3. 

glorious 


EDWARD       III.  461 

glorious  than  all  the  infolent  parade  of  a  Roman  cha  p. 
triumph,  he  pafied  through  the  ftreets  of  London,       J* 
and  prefented  the  king  of  France  to  his  father,  who      I357. 
advanced  to  meet  him,  and  received  him  with  the 
fame  courtefy  as  if  he   had  been   a  neighbouring 
potentate  that  had  voluntarily  come  to  pay  him  a 
friendly   vifit '.     It   is   impoflible,    in   reflecting  on 
this  noble  conduct,  not  to  perceive  the  advantages 
which  refulted  from  the  otherwife  whimfical  prin- 
ciples of  chivalry,  and  which   gave  men,  in  thofe 
rude  times,  fome  fuperiority  even  over  people  of  a, 
more  cultivated  age  and  nation. 

The  king  of  France,  befides  the  generous  treat- 
ment which  he  met  with  in  England,  had  the  me- 
lancholy confolation  of  the  wretched,  to  fee  com- 
panions in  affliction.  The  king  of  Scots  had  been 
eleven  years  a  captive  in  Edward's  hands ;  and  the 
good  fortune  of  this  latter  monarch  had  reduced  at 
once  the  two  neighbouring  potentates,  with  whom 
he  was  engaged  in  war,  to  be  prifoners  in  his  capital. 
But  Edward,  finding  that  the  conqueft  of  Scotland 
was  nowife  advanced  by  the  captivity  of  its  fove 
reign,  and  that  the  government,  conducted  by  Ro- 
bert Stuart  his  nephew  and  heir,  was  flill  able  to 
defend  itfelf,  confented  to  re  (lore  David  Bruce  to 
his  liberty,  for  the  ranfom  of  100,000  marks  iter- 
ling;  and  that  prince  delivered  the  fons  of  all  his 
principal  nobility  as  hoftages  for  the  payment  m. 

Meanwhile,  the  captivity  of  John,  joined  to  gj'/rf 
the  preceding  diforders  of  the  French  government,  France, 
had  produced  in  that  country  a  dilfolution,  almoft 
total  of  civil  authority,  and  had  occailoned  confu- 
fions,  the  molt  horrible  and  definitive  that  had 
ever  been  experienced  in  any  age  or  in  any  nation. 
■The  dauphin,  now  about  eighteen  years  of  age, 
namrally  affumed  the  royal  power  during  his  father's 
captivity  ;  but  though  endowed  with  an  excellent 
capacity,  even  in  fuch  early  years,  he  poflelled  nei- 

1  Froifirud,  It  v.  i .  chip.  173.  m  Rymer,  vol.  vi.  p.  45. 

46.   5a.  56.     FroiQart.I.  liv,  i.  chap.  174.    Walfihghara,  p-  173. 
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CHAP,  ther  experience  nor  authority  fufficient  to  defend  a 
^_^  "  ftate,  affailed  at  once  by  foreign  power  and  fhaken 
x&S-  ky  interline  faction.  In  order  to  obtain  iupply,  he 
aifembled  the  ftates  of  the  kingdom:  That  affenv 
bly,  mftead  of  fupporting  his  administration,  were 
themfelves  feized  with  the  fpirit  of  confufion  •,  and 
laid  hold  of  the  prefent  opportunity  to  demand 
limitations  of  the  prince's  power,  the  punifliment  of 
pad  malverfations,  and  the  liberty  of  the  king  of 
Navarre.  Marcel,  provofl  of  the  merchants,  and 
firft  magiftrate  of  Paris,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
the  unruly  populace ;  and  from  the  violence  and  te- 
merity of  his  character,  pufhed  them  to  commit 
the  moil:  criminal  outrages  again!!  the  royal  autho- 
rity. They  detained  the  dauphin  in  a  fort  of  cap- 
tivity ;  they  murdered  in  his  prefence  Robert  de 
Clermont  and  John  de  Conflans,  marefchals,  the 
one  of  Normandy,  the  other  of  Burgundy  ;  they 
threatened  all  the  other  minifters  with  a  like  fate  ; 
and  when  Charles,  who  was  obliged  to  temporife 
and  diflemble,  made  his  efcapc  from  their  hands, 
they  levied  war  againir.  him,  and  openly  erected  the 
flandard  of  rebellion.  The  other  cities  of  the  king- 
dom, in  imitation  of  the  capital,  fhook  off  the  dau- 
phin's authority;  took  the  government  into  their 
own  hands ;  and  fpread  the  diforder  into  every  pro- 
vince. The  nobles,  whofe  inclinations  led  them  to 
adhere  to  the  crown,  and  were  naturally  difpofed  to 
check  thefe  tumults,  had  loft  all  their  influence  5 
and  being  reproached  with  cowardice,  on  account 
of  the  bafe  defertion  of  their  fovereign  in  the  battle 
of  PoicYiers,  were  treated  with  univerfal  contempt 
by  the  inferior  orders.  The  troops,  who,  from  the 
deficiency  of  pay,  were  no  longer  retained  in  difci- 
pline,  threw  off  all  regard  to  their  officers,  fought 
the  means  of  fubliflence  by  plunder  and  robbery, 
and  affociating  to  them  all  the  diforderly  people, 
with  whom  that  age  abounded,  formed  numerous 
bands,  which  infefted  all  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
They  defolated  the  open  country  ;  burned  and  plun- 
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tiered  the  villages ;  and  by  cutting  off  all  means  of  c  h  a  p. 
communication   or   fubfiftence,    reduced   even   the  ji^J, 
inhabitants  of  the  walled  towns  to  the  moft  extreme      I3js. 
neceflity.     The   peafants,    formerly   oppretTed   and 
now  left  unprotected  by  their  mailers,  became  de- 
fperate  from  their  prefent  mifery ;  and  rifing  every 
where  in  arms,  carried  to  the  laft  extremity  thofe 
diforders  which  were  derived  from  the  fedition  of 
the  citizens  and  difbanded  foldiers".     The  gentry, 
hated  for  their  tyranny,  were  every  where  expofed 
to   the  violence  of  popular  rage;  and  inftead  of 
meeting  with  the  regard  due  to  their  pad  dignity, 
became  only,  on  that  account,  the  object  of  more 
wanton  infult  to  the  mutinous  peafants.     They  were 
hunted  like  wild  beafts,  and  put  to  the  fword  with- 
out mercy :  Their  caftles  were  confumed   with  fire, 
and  levelled  to  the  ground:  Their  wives  and  daugh- 
ters were  firft  ravimed,  then  murdered :  The  favages 
proceeded  fo  far  as  to  impale  fome  gentlemen,  and 
road  them  alive  before  a  flow  fire :  A  body  of  nine 
thoufand  of  them  broke  into  Meux,  where  the  wife 
of  the  dauphin,  with  above  300  ladies,  had  taken 
fhelter  :  The  moft  brutal  treatment  and  moft  atro- 
cious cruelty  were  juftly  dreaded  by  this  helplefs 
Company  :  But  the  Captal  de  Buche,  though  in  the 
fervice  of  Edward,  yet  moved  by  generofity  and  by 
the  gallantry  of  a  true  knight,  flew  to  their  refcue, 
and  beat  off  the  peafants  with  great  flaughter.     In 
other  civil  wars,  the  oppofite  factions,  falling  under 
the  government  of  their  feveral  leaders,  commonly 
preferve  f  til  1  the  veftige  of  fome  rule  and  order:  But 
here  the  wild  ftate  of  nature  feemed  to  be  renewed: 
Every  man  was  thrown  loofe  and  independent  of  his. 
fellows :  And  the  populoufnefs  of  the  country,  de- 
rived  from    the    preceding   police   of  civil   focietv, 
ferved  only  to  increafe  the  horror  and  confufion  of 
the  fcene. 

Amidst  thefe    diforders,    the   king   of  Navarre 
made  his  efcape  from  prifon,  and  preiented  a  dan- 

»  FroifTird,  Kv.  i.  chap.  1S2,  i??,  134, 
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CHAp.  gerous  leader  to  the  furious  malcontents0.     But  tfrs 
^VI-      fplendid  talents  of  this  prince  qualified  him  only  to 
,sS  '     do  mifchief,  and  to  increafe  the  public  diffractions  1 
He  wanted  the  fteadinefs  and  prudence  requifite  for 
making  his  intrigues  fubfervient   to    his    ambition, 
and  forming  his  numerous  partizans  into  a  regular 
faction.     He  revived  his  pretentions,  fomewhat  ob- 
folete,  to  the  crown  of  France  :  But  while  he  ad- 
vanced this  claim,  he  relied  entirely  on  his  alliance 
with  the  Englifn,  who  were  concerned  in  mterefl  to 
diiappoint  his  pretentions;  and  who,  being  public 
and  inveterate  enemies  to  the  ftate,  ferved  only,  by 
the  friendship  which  they  feemingry  bore  him,   to 
render  his  caufe  the  more  odious.     And  in  all  his 
operations  he  acted  more  like  a  leader  of  banditti, 
than  one  who  afpired  to  be  the  head  of  a  regular 
government,  and  who  was  engaged,  by  his  ftation, 
to   endeavour    the   re-eflablifhment  of  order  .in  the 
community. 

The  eyes  therefore  of  all  the  French,  who 
wifned  to  reftore  peace  to  their  miferable  and  defo* 
lated  country,  were  turned  towards  the  dauphin 5 
and  that  young  prince,  though  not  remarkable  for 
his  military  talents,  pofleiTed  ib  much  prudence  and 
fpirit,  that  he  daily  gained  the  afcendant  over  all 
his  enemies.  Marcel,  the  feditious  provofl  of  Paris, 
was  llain  while  he  Was  attempting  to  deliver  the  city 
to  the  king  of  Navarre  and  the  Englifn ;  and  the 
capital  immediately  returned  to  its  duty  i1.  The 
moil  contiderable  bodies  of  the  mutinous  peafants 
were  difperfed  and  put  to  the  fword  :  Some  bands 
of  military  robbers  underwent  the  fame  fate :  And 
though  many  grievous  diforders  ftill  remained, 
France  began  gradually  to  aifume  the  race  of  a 
regular  civil  government,  and  to  form  fome  plan 
for  its  defence  and  feourity. 

During  the  confution  in   the  dauphin's  affairs  j 
Edward  feemed  to  have  a  favourable  opportunity  for 

*  Froiflard,  liv.  i.  chap.  181.  r  Ibid.  chap.  187. 
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pufhing  his  conquefls :    But  befides  that  his  hands  c  ^  p- 
Were  tied  by  the  truce,  and  he  could  only  affift  un-  \^~y~^j 
derhand  the  faction  of  Navarre ;    the  ftate  of  the      *jj8. 
Englifh  finances  and  military  power  during  thofe 
ages,    rendered  the  kingdom  incapable  of  making 
any  regular  or  Heady  effort,  and  obliged  it  to  exert 
its  force  at  very  diftant  intervals,   by  which  all  the 
projected  ends  were  commonly  difappointed.     Ed- 
ward   employed  himfelf,    during  a  conjuncture  fo 
inviting,  chiefly  in  negotiations  with  his  prifoner  5 
and  John  had  the  weaknefs  to  fign  terms  of  peace, 
which,  had  they   taken    effect,    muft  have  totally- 
ruined  and  difmembered  his  kingdom.     He  agreed 
to  reftore  all  the  provinces  which  had  been  ppflefled 
by  Henry  II.  and  his  two  fons,  and  to  annex  them 
for  ever  to  England,  without  any  obligation  of  ho- 
mage or  fealty  on  the  part  of  the  Englifh  monarch. 
But  the  dauphin  and  the  ftates  of  France  rejected  this 
treaty,  fo  difhonourable  and  pernicious  to  the  king* 
dom  * ;  and  Edward,  on  the  expiration  of  the  truce, 
having  now  by  fubfidies  and  frugality  collected  fome 
treafure,    prepared   himfelf  for  a  new  invafion  of 
France. 

The  great  authority  and  renown  of  the  king  and 
the  prince  of  Wales,  the  fplendid  fuccefs  of  their 
former  enterprifes,  and  the  certain  profpect  of  plun- 
der from  the  defencelefs  provinces  of  France,  foon 
brought  together  the  whole  military  power  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  the  fame  motives  invited  to  Edward's 
ftandard  all  the  hardy  adventurers  of  the  different 
countries  of  Europe r.  He  paffed  over  to  Calais, 
where  he  affembled  an  army  of  near  a  hundred 
thoufand  men  ;  a  force  which  the  dauphin  could  not 
pretend  to  withftand  in  the  open  field :  That  prince, 
therefore,  prepared  himfelf  to  elude  a  blow  which  it 
was  impoffible  for  him  to  refill.  He  put  all  the  con- 
fiderable  towns  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  ordered  them 

1  Froiflard,  liv.  i.  chip.  201.  x  Ibid.  chap.  20J. 
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C  K  A  ?.  to  be  fupplied  with  magazines  and  provifions  ;  diflri- 
^,-1^  buted  proper  garrifons  in  all  places  ;    fecured  every 
'jjjS.      thing  valuable  in  the  fortified  cities  ;    and  chofe  his 
own  ftation  at  Paris,    with  a  view  of  allowing  the 
enemy  to  vent  their  fury  on  the  open  country. 
'359*  The  king,  aware  of  this  plan  of  defence,,  was 

obliged  to  carry  along  with  him  fix  thoufand  wag- 
gons, loaded  with  provifions  neceffary  for  the 
'iubfiftence  of  his  army.  After  ravaging  the  pro- 
vince of  Picardy,  he  advanced  into  Champagne ; 
and  having  a  ftrong  defire  of  being  crowned  king 
invafion  of  of  France  at  Rheims,  the  ufual  place  in  which  this 
Irance-  ceremony  is  performed,  he  laid  fiege  to  that  city, 
and  carried  on  his  attacks,  though  without  fuccefs, 
for  the  fpace  of  feven  weeks5.  The  place  was 
bravely  defended  by  the  inhabitants,  encouraged  by 
the  exhortations  of  the  archbifhop  John  de  Craon  ; 
till  the  advanced  feafon  (for  this  expedition  was  en- 
*;i<5o.  tered  upon  in 'the  beginning  of  winter)  obliged  the 
king  to  raiie  the  fiege.  The  province  of  Cham- 
pagne meanwhile  was  defolated  by  his  incurfions ; 
aiid  he  thence  conducted  his  army  with  a  like  in- 
tent into  Burgundy.  He  took  and  pillaged  Ton- 
nerre,  Gaillon,  Avalon,  and  other  fmall  places ; 
but  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  that  he  might  preferve 
his  country  from  farther  ravages,  confented  to  pay 
him  the  fum  of  1 00,000  nobles*.  Edward  then 
bent  his  march  towards  the  Nivernois,  which  faved 
itfelf  by  a  like  compofition  :  He  laid  wafte  Brie  and 
the  Gatinois  ;  and  after  a  long  march,  very  de- 
flru-ftive  to  France,  and  fomewhat  ruinous  to  his 
own  troops,  he  appeared  before  the  gates  of  Paris, 
and  taking  up  his  quarters  at  Bourg-la-Reine,  ex- 
tended his  army  to  Long-jumeau,  Mont-rouge, 
and  Vaugirard.  Fie  tried  to  provoke  the  dauphin 
to- hazard  a  battle,  by  fending  him  a  defiance  j  but 

»  Froifiard,  liv.  i.  chap.  zo?,.    Waiting,  p.  174. 
1  'Kymer,  vol.  vi.  p.  idi.     Walling,  p.  174. 
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could  not  make  that  prudent  prince  change  his  plan  chap. 
of  operations.  Paris  was  fate  from  the  danger  of  XV!^j 
an  alfault  by  its  numerous  garrifon  •,  from  that  of  a  j^©.  J 
blockade  by  its  well  fupplied  magazines :  And  as 
Edward  himfelf  could  not  fubfift  his  army  in  a  coun- 
try wafted  by  foreign  and  domeflic  enemies,  and  left 
alfo  empty  by  the  precaution  of  the  dauphin,  he 
was  obliged  to  remove  his  quarters ;  and  he  fpread 
his  troops  into  the  provinces  of  Maine,  Beaufle, 
and  the  Chartraine,  which  were  abandoned  to  the 
fury  of  their  devaluations u.  The  only  repofe  which 
France  experienced,  was  during  the  feftival  of 
Eafter,  when  the  king  flopped  the  coutfe  of  his  ra- 
vages. For  fuperftition  can  fometimes  reftrain  the 
rage  of  men,  which  neither  juftice  nor  humanity  is 
able  to  control. 

While  the  war  was  carried  on  in  this  ruinous 
manner,  the  negociations  for  peace  were  never  in- 
terrupted :  But  as  the  king  flill  infilled  on  the  full 
execution  of  the  treaty,  which  he  had  made  with 
his  prifoner  at  London,  and  which  was  ftrenuoufly 
rejected  by  the  dauphin,  there  appeared  no  likeli- 
hood of  an  accommodation.  The  earl,  now  duke 
of  Lancafter  (for  his  title  was  introduced  into  Eng- 
land during  the  prefent  reign)  endeavoured  to  foften 
the  rigour  of  thefe  terms,  and  to  finim  the  war  on 
more  equal  and  reafonable  conditions.  He  infifted 
with  Edward,  that  notwithstanding  his  great  and  fur- 
prifing  fuccefTes,  the  object  of  the  war,  if  fuch  were 
to  be  efteemed  the  acquifition  of  the  crown  of 
France,  was  not  become  any  nearer  than  at  the 
commencement  of  it ;  or  rather  was  fet  at  a  greater 
di  fiance  by  thofe  very  victories  and  advantages  which 
feemed  to  lead  to  it.  That  his  claim  of  fucceffion 
had  not  from  the  firft  procured  him  one  partifan 
in  the  kingdom  ;  and  the  continuance  of  thefe  deflruc- 
tive  hoftilities  had  united  every  Frenchman  in  the 

«  Walfing.  p.  17 j. 
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chap,  mofl implacable animofity againft him.  That. though 
t-^il.  intefline  faction  had  creeped  into  the  government 
i$6j.  of  France,  it  was  abating  every  moment ;  and  na 
party,  even  during  the  greateft  heat  of  the  contefl, 
when  fubjection  under  a  foreign  enemy  ufually  ap- 
pears preferable  to  the  dominion  of  fellow-citizens, 
had  ever  adopted  the  pretentions  of  the  king  of 
England.  That  the  king  of  Navarre  himfelf,  who 
alone  was  allied  with  the  Englifh,  inflead  of  being  a 
cordial  friend,  was  Edward's  mofl  dangerous  rival, 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  his  partifans,  poffeflfed  a  much 
preferable  title  to  the  crown  of  France.  That  the 
prolongation  of  the  war,  however  it  might  enrich 
the  Englifh  foldiers,  was  ruinous  to  the  king  him- 
felf, who  bore  all  the  charges  of  the  armament, 
without  reaping  any  folid  or  durable  advantage 
from  it.  That  if  the  preient  diforders  of  France  con- 
tinued, that  kingdom  would  foon  be  reduced  to 
fuch  a  flate  of  defolation,  that  it  would  afford  no 
fpoils  to  its  ravagers ;  if  it  could  eflablifh  a  more 
iteady  government,  it  might  turn  the  chance  of  war 
in  its  favour,  and  by  its  fuperior  force  and  advan- 
tages be  able  to  repel  the  preient  viclors.  That  the 
dauphin,  even  during  his  greateft  diflrefies,  had 
yet  conducted  himfelf  with  fo  much  prudence,  as  to 
prevent  the  Englifh  from  acquiring  one  foot  of  land 
in  the  kingdom  ;  and  it  were  better  for  the  king  to 
accept  by  a  peace  what  he  had  in  vain  attempted  to 
acquire  by  hoflilities,  whichs  however  hitherto  fuc- 
celsful,  had  been  extremely  expeafive,  and  might 
prove  very  dangerous :  And  that  Edward  having 
acquired  fo  much  glory  by  his  arms,  the  praife  of 
moderation  was  the  only  honour  to  which  he 
could  now  afpire ;  an  honour  fo  much  the  greater, 
as  it  was  durable,  was  united  with  that  of  prudence, 
and  might  be  attended  with  the  moil  real  advan- 

w  FroifTard,  liv,i.  cjisp.  an. 
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These  reafons  induced  Edward  to  accept  of  more  CHAP. 

Y  \T  f 

moderate  terms  of  peace  ;  and  it  is  probable  that,  _ ' 

in  order  to  palliate  this  change  of  refolution,  he  I?6o. 
afcribed  it  to  a  vow  made  during  a  dreadful  temped,  Peac.e  °.f 
which  attacked  his  army  on  their  march,  and  which 
ancient  hiftorians  reprefent  as  the  caufe  of  this  fud- 
den  accommodation  x.  The  conferences  between 
the  EngHfh  and  French  commiflioners  were  carried 
on  during  a  few  days  at  Bretigni  in  the  Chartraine, 
and  the  peace  was  at  lad  concluded  on  the  following  8th  May 
conditions y.  It  was  ftipulated  that  king  John  mould 
be  reftored  to  his  liberty,  and  mould  pay  as  his 
ranfom  three  millions  of  crowns  of  gold,  about 
1,500,000  pounds  of  our  prefent  money7;  which 
was  to  be  difcharged  at  different  payments  :  That 
Edward  mould  for  ever  renounce  all  claim  to  the 
crown  of  France,  and  to  the  provinces  of  Nor- 
mandy, Maine,  Touraine,  and  Anjou,  pofTeiTed  by 
his  anceftors ;  and  mould  receive  in  exchange  the 
provinces  of  PoicT.au,  Xaintonge,  l'Agenois,  Peri- 
gort,  the  Limoufm,  Quercy,  Rovergue,  l'Angou- 
mois,  and  other  diftri&s  in  that  quarter,  together 
with  Calais,  Guifnes,  Montreuil,  and  the  county  of 
Ponthieu,  on  the  other  fide  of  France  :  That  the  full 
fovereignty  of  all  thefe  provinces,  as  well  as  that  of 
Guienne,  fhould  be  veiled  in  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land, and  that  France  mould  renounce  all  title  to 
feudal  jurifdiction,  homage,  or  appeal  from  them  : 
That  the  king  of  Navarre  mould  be  reftored  to  all 
his  honours  and  pofiefiions :  That  Edward  mould 
renounce  his  confederacy  with  the  Flemings,  John 
his  connexions  with  the  Scots :  That  the  difputes 
concerning  the  fucceflion  of  Britanny,  between  the 
families  of  Blois  and  Mountfort,  fhould  be  decided 
by  arbiters  appointed  by  the  two  kings  ;  and  if  the 
competitors   refufed  to  fubmit   to  the  award,  the 

*  Froiflard,  liv.  i.  chap.  211. 

V  Rymer,  vol.  vi,  p.  178.     FroifTard,  liv.  i.  chap.  an. 

*  See  lio.te  l~K]  &t  the  end  of  the  volume. 
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chap,  difpute  fhould  no  longer  be  a  ground  of  war  be- 
it^^^j  tween  the  kingdoms:  And  that  forty  nonages, 
1360.  fuch  as  mould  be  agreed  on,  mould  be  fent  to  Eng- 
land as  a  fecurity  for  the  execution  of  all  thefe  con- 
ditions a. 
zth  July.  In  confequence  of  this  treaty,  the  king  of  France 
was  brought  over  to  Calais ;  whither  Edward  alfo 
foon  after  repaired  :  And  there  both  princes  folemn- 
ly  ratified  the  treaty.  John  was  fent  to  Boulogne  ; 
the  king  accompanied  him  a  mile  on  his  journey  ; 
and  the  two  monarchs  parted  with  many  profeffions, 
probably  cordial  and  fmcere,  of  mutual  amity b. 
The  good  difpofition  of  John  made  him  fully  fen- 
fible  of  the  generous  treatment  which  he  had  re- 
ceived in  England,  and  obliterated  all  memory  of 
the  afcendant  gained  over  him  by  his  rival.  There 
feldom  has  been  a  treaty  of  fo  great  importance  fo 
faithfully  executed  by  both  parties.  Edward  had 
fcarcely  from  the  beginning  entertained  any  hopes  of 
acquiring  the  crown  of  France  :  By  reftoring  John 
to  his  liberty,  and  making  peace  at  a  juncture  fo  fa- 
vourable to  his  arms,  he  had  now  plainly  renounced 
all  pretenfions  of  this  nature  :  He  had  fold  at  a  very 
high  price  that  chimerical  claim  :  And  had  at  pre- 
fent  no  other  intereil  than  to  retain  thofe  acqui- 
sitions which  he  had  made  with  fuch  fingular  pru- 
dence and  good  fortune.  John,  on  the  other  hand, 
though  the  terms  were  fevere,  polleffed  fuch  fidelity 
and  honour,  that  he  was  determined  at  all  hazards 
to  execute  them,  and  to  ufe  every  expedient  for  la- 

a  The  hoftages  were  the  two  fons  of  the  French  king,  John  and 
Lewis;  his  brother  Philip  duke  of  Orleans,  the  duke  of  Bourbon, 
James  de  Bouvbon  count  de  Ponthieu,  the  count  dTu,  de  Longuc  - 
ville.  de  St.,  Pol.  de  Harcourt,  de  Vendome,  de  Couci,  de  Craon, 
de  Montmorency,  and  many  of  the  chief  nobility  of  France.  The 
princes  were  moftly  releafed,  on  the  fulfilling  of  certain  articles; 
Others  of  the  hoftages,  and  the  duke  of  Berry  among  the  reft,  were 
permitted  to  return  upon  their  parole,  which  they  did  not  keep. 
Rymer,  vol.  vi,  p.  278.   2.85.  287. 

*>  Froiflavd,  hv.-i,  chap.  2,13. 
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tiofying  a  monarch  who  had  indeed  been  his  greatefl  chap. 
political  enemy,  but  had  treated  him  perfonaily  with       ^VI 
fingular  humanity  and  regard.    But  notwithstanding      ,»$* 
his  endeavours,  there  occurred  many  difficulties  in 
fulfilling  his  purpofe  ;    chiefly  from  the  extreme  rer 
luctance  which  many  towns  and  vaffals  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of  Guienne  exprefled  againif.  fubmittmg 
to  the  Englifh.  dominion  c ;  and  John,  in  order  to  adr 
juft  thefe  differences,  took  a  refolution   of  coming      j,g3. 
over  himfelf  to  England.    His  council  endeavoured 
to  diflfuade  him  from  this  rafh  defign  ;  and  probably 
would  have  been  pleafed  to  fee  him  employ  more 
chicanes  for  eluding  the  execution  of  fo  disadvan- 
tageous a  treaty  :    But  John  replied   to  them,  that 
though  good  faith  were  banifhed  from  the  reft  of 
the  earth,  (he  ought  ftill  to  retain  her   habitation 
in  the  breads  of  princes.    Some  hiftorians  would  de- 
tract from  the  merit  of  this  honourable  conduct, 
by  reprefenting  John  as  enamoured   of  an  Engliih 
lady,  to  whom  he  was  glad  on  this  pretence  to  pay 
a  vifit :  But  befides  that  this  furmife  is  not  founded 
on  any  good  authority,  it  appears  fo  me  what  un- 
likely, on  account  of  the  advanced  age  of  that  prince, 
who  was  now  in  his  fifty- fixth  year.    He  was  lodged      's6** 
in  the  Savoy;  the  palace  where  he  had  refided  dur- 
ing his  captivity,  and  where  he  foon  after  fickened 
and  died.     Nothing  can  be  a  ftronger  proof  of  the  8th  April, 
great  dominion  of  fortune  over  men,  than  the  ca- 
lamities which  purfued  a  monarch  of  fuch  eminent 
yalour,  goodnefs,   and  honour,  and  which   he  in- 
curred merely  by  reafon  of  fome  flight  imprudences, 
which  in  other  fituations  would   have  been  of  no 
importance.     But  though  both  his  reign  and  that 
of  his  father  proved  extremely  unfortunate  to  their 
kingdom,  the  French  crown  acquired,  during  their 
time,  very   confiderable  acceffions,  thofe   of  Dau- 
phiny  and  Burgundy.     This  latter  province,  how- 

c  Froiflard,  liv.  i.  chap.  314- 
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c  H  A.  P.  ever,  John  had  the  imprudence  again  to  difmem* 
ber  by  beftowing  it  on  Philip  his  fourth  fon,  the 
object  of  his  mod  tender  affections  f ;  a  deed  which 
was  afterwards  the  fource  of  many  calamities  to  the 
kingdom. 

John  was  fucceeded  in  the  throne  by  Charles  the 
dauphin,  a  prince  educated  in  the  fchool  of  adverfity, 
and  well  qualified,  by  his  confummate  prudence  and 
experience,  to  repair  all  the  lolfes  which  the  king- 
dom had  fuflained  from  the  errors  of  his  two  pre-, 
deceffors.  Contrary  to  the  practice  of  all  the  great 
princes  of  thofe  times,  which  held  nothing  in  efti* 
mation  but  military  courage,  he  feems  to  have  fixed 
it  as  a  maxim  never  to  appear  at  the  head  of  his  ar- 
mies ;  and  he  was  the  firfl  king  in  Europe  that 
{hewed  the  advantage  of  policy,  forefight,  and  judg- 
ment, above  a  rafh  and  precipitate  valour.  The 
events  of  his  reign,  compared  with  thofe  of  the  pre- 
ceding, are  a  proof  how  little  reafon  kingdoms  have 
to  value  themfelves  on  their  victories,  or  to  be 
humbled  by  their  defeats  ;  which  in  reality  ought  to 
be  afcribed  chiefly  to  the  good  or  bad  conduct  of 
their  rulers,  and  are  of  little  moment  towards  deter- 
mining national  characters  and  manners. 
State  of  Before  Charles  could  think  of  counterbalancing 

1  ranee.      j-Q  great  a  p0wer  as  England,  it  was  neceflary  for 

him  to  remedy  the  many  diforders  to  which  his 
own  kingdom  was  expofed.  He  turned  his  arms 
againd  the  king  of  Navarre,  the  great  didurber  of 
France  during  that  age  ;  he  defeated  this  prince  by 
the  conduct  of  Bertrand  du  Guefclin,  a  gentleman 
of  Britanny,  one  of  the  mod  accomplifhed  charac- 
ters of  the  age,  whom  he  had  the  difcernment  to 
chufe  as  the  indrument  of  all  his  victories s :  And 
he  obliged  his  enemy  to  accept  of  moderate  terms  of 
peace.  Du  Guefclin  was  lefs  fortunate  in  the  wars  of 
Britanny,  which  dill  continued,  notwithstanding  the 

*  Rymer,  vol.vi.  p.  411.       8  Froiffard,  liv.i.  chap.  ir9,  iao. 
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mediation  of  France  and  England  :  He  was  defeated  C  HA  p- 
and  taken  prifoner  at  Auray  by  Chandos :    Charles  vj^^j 
ofBlois  was  there  flain,  and  the  young  count  of     1364. 
Mountfort  foon  after  got  entire  pofTeflion  of  that 
dutchy'1.     But  the  prudence  of  Charles  broke  the 
force  of  this  blow  :   He  fubmkted  to  the  decifion  of 
fortune :  He  acknowledged  the  title  of  Mountfort, 
though  a  zealous  partifan  of  England  ;  and  received 
the  proffered  homage  for  his  dominions.     But  the 
chief  obitacle  which  the  French  king  met  with  in  the 
fettlement  of  the  flate  proceeded  from  obfeure  ene- 
mies, whom  their  crimes  alone  rendered  eminent, 
and  their  number  dangerous. 

On  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  of  Bretigni,  the 
many  military  adventurers  who  had  followed  the 
ftandard  of  Edward,  being  difperfed  into  the  feveral 
provinces,  and  poffeffed  of  Arong  holds,  refufed  to 
lay  down  their  arms,  or  reiinquiih  a  courfe  of  life 
to  which  they  were  now  accuftomed,  and  by  which 
alone  they  could  gain  a  fubfiftence  '.  They  affoci- 
ated  themfelves  with  the  banditti,  who  were  already 
enured  to  the  habits  of  rapine  and  violence  ;  and 
under  the  name  of  the  companies  and  companions^ 
became  a  terror  to  all  the  peaceable  inhabitants. 
Some  Englifh  and  Gafcon  gentlemen  of  charac- 
ter, particularly  fir  Matthew  Gournay,  fir  Hugh 
Calverly,  the  chevalier  Verte,  and  others,  were 
aot  alhamed  to  take  the  command  of  thefe  ruf- 
fians, whofe  numbers  amounted  on  the  whole  to  near 
40,000,  and  who  bore  the  appearance  of  regular 
armies,  rather  than  bands  of  robbers.  Thefe  leaders 
fought  pitched  battles  with  the  troops  of  France, 
and  gained  victories ;  in  one  of  which  Jaques  de 
Bourbon,  a  prince  of  the  blood,  was  flain  k  :  And 
they  proceeded  to  fuch  a  height,  that  they  wanted 
little  but  regular  eftablifhments  to  become  princes, 

h  Fro;fiT;ird,  liv.  i.  chap  227,  228,  &c     Walfing.  p.  180. 
5  Froiflard,  liv.  i.  chap.  H4,  *  Ibid,  chap.  214,  215. 
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CHA?.  and  thereby  fanctifv,  by  the  maxims  of  the  world, 
t^^j  their  infamous  profeffion.     The  greater  fpoil  they 
J364,      committed  on  the  country,  the  more  eafy  they  found 
it  to  recruit  their  number  :   All  thofe  who  were  re- 
duced to  miferyand  defpair  flocked  to  their  ftandard  ; 
The  evil  was  every  day  increasing  :  And  though  the 
pope   declared   them  excommunicated,    thefe   mili- 
tary plunderers,  however  deeply  affected  with  the 
fentence,  to  which  they  paid  a  much  greater  regard 
than  to  any  principles  of  morality,  could  not  be  in- 
duced by  it  to  betake  themfelves  to  peaceable  or 
lawful  profeffions. 
J266.  ^s  Charles  was  not  able  by  power  to.  redrefs  fo 

enormous  a  grievance,  he  was  led  by  neceffity,  and 
by  the  turn  of  his  character,  to  correct,  it  by  policy, 
and  to  contrive  fome  method  of  difcharging  into,  fo- 
reign countries  this  dangerous  and  inteftine  evil. 

Peter,  king  of  Caflile,  ftigmatifed  by  his  contem- 
poraries and  by  pofterity  with  the  epithet  of  Crue/y 
had  filled  with  blood  and  murder  his  kingdom  and 
his  own  family  ;  and  having  incurred  the  univerfal 
hatred  of  his  fubjects,  he  kept,  from  prefent  terror 
alone,  an  anxious  and  precarious  pofleffion  of  the 
throne.  His  nobles  fell  every  day  the  victims  of  his 
feverity  :  He  put  to  death  feveral  of  his  natural 
brothers  from  groundlefs  jealoufy  :  Each  murder, 
by  multiplying  his  enemies,  became  the  occafion  of 
frefli  barbarities :  And  as  he  was  not  deftitute  of  t^. 
lents,  his  neighbours,  no  lefs  than  his  own  fubjecls, 
were  alarmed  at  the  progrefs  of  his  violence  and  in- 
juftice.  The  ferocity  of  his  temper,  inftead  of  being 
ibftened  by  his  ftrong  propenfity  to  love,  was  rather 
inflamed  by  that  paflion,  and  took  thence  new  oc- 
cafion to  exert  itfelf.  Inftigated  by  Mary  de  Padilla, 
who  had  acquired  the  afcendant  over  him,  he  threw 
Into  prilon  Blanche  de  Bourbon,  his  wife,  fifler  to 
ihe  queen  of  France  ;  and  foon  after  made  way  by 
poilbn  for  the  efpoufmg  of  his  miilrds. 

Henry. 
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Henry,  count  of  Tranftamare,  his  natural  bro-  CHAP, 
ther,  feeing  the  fate  of  every  one  who  had   become  ^L, 

obnoxious  to  this  tyrant,  took  arms  againfthim;  i366, 
but  toeing  foiled  in  the  attempt,  he  fought  for  refuge 
jn  France,  where  he  found  the  minds  of  men  ex- 
tremely inflamed  againft  Peter,  on  account  of  his 
murder  of  the  French  princefs.  He  afked  permiffion 
of  Charles  to  enlift  the  companies  in  his  fervice,  and 
to  lead  them  into  Caftile ;  where,  from  the  concur- 
rence of  his  own  friends,  and  the  enemies  of  his  bro- 
ther, he  had  the  profpecl  of  certain  and  immediate 
fuccefs.  The  French  king,  charmed  with  the  pro- 
ject, employed  du  Guefclin  in  negociating  with  the 
leaders  of  thefe  banditti.  The  treaty  was  foon  con- 
cluded. The  high  character  of  honour  which  that 
general  pollened  made  every  one  trull  to  his  pro- 
mifes :  Though  the  intended  expedition  was  kept  a 
fecret,  the  companies  implicitly  inlifted  under  his 
ftandard  :  And  they  required  no  other  condition  be- 
fore their  engagement,  than  an  aflurance  that  they 
were  not  to  be  led  againft  the  prince  of  Wales  in 
Guienne.  But  that  prince  was  fo  little  averfe  to  the 
enterprife,  that  he  allowed  fome  gentlemen  of  his  re- 
tinue to  enter  into  the  fervice  under  du  Guefclin. 

Du  Guesclin,  having  completed  his  levies,  led 
the  army  firft  to  Avignon,  where  the  pope  then 
reilded,  and  demanded,  fword  in  hand,  an  abfolu- 
jtjon  for  his  foldiers,  and  the  fum  of  200,000  livres. 
The  firft  was  readily  promifed  him  ;  fome  more 
difficulty  was  made  with  regard  to  the  fecond.  "  I 
fc  believe  that  my  fellows/5  replied  du  Guefclin, 
"  may  make  a  ftiift  to  do  without  your  abfolution  ; 
c<  but  the  money  is  abfolutely  neceffary."  The 
pope  then  extorted  from  the  inhabitants  in  the  city 
and  neighbourhood  the  fum  of  a  hundred  thoufand 
livres,  and  offered  it  to  du  Guefclin.  *'  It  is  not 
"  my  purpofe,"  cried  that  generous  warrior,  "  to 
Ci  opprefs  the  innocent  people.  The  pope  and  his 
"  cardinals  th-emfelves  can  well  fpare  me  that  fum 

c<  from 


476  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

C  HA  P.  "  from  their  own  coffers.  This  money,  I  infill,  moil 
^j^J^j  "  be  reftored  to  the  owners.  And  mould  they  be 
3,66,  "  defrauded  of  it,  I  (hall  myfelf  return  from  the 
6i  other  fide  of  the  Pyrennees,  and  oblige  you  to 
*'  make  them  restitution."  The  pope  found  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  fubmitting,  and  paid  him  from  his  treafury 
the  fum  demanded  '.  The  army,  hallowed  by  the 
bleflings,  and  enriched  by  the  fpoils  of  the  church, 
proceeded  on  their  expedition. 

These  experienced  and  hardy  foldiers,  conducted 
by  fo  able  a  general,  eafily  prevailed  over  the  king 
of  Caftile,  whofe  fubjects,  infiead  of  fupporting 
their  oppreffor,  were  ready  to  join  the  enemy  againrl 
him  m.  Peter  fled  from  his  dominions,  took  melter 
in  Guienne,  and  craved  the  protection  of  the  prince 
of  Wales,  whom  his  father  had  inverted  with  the 
fovereignty  of  thefe  conquered  provinces,  by  the 
title  of  the  principality  of  Aqultainen.  The  prince 
jeemed  now  to  have  entirely  changed  his  fentiments 
with  regard  to  the  Spanifh  tranfactions :  Whether 
lhat  he  was  moved  by  the  generofity  of  fupporting 
a  diftreifed  prince,  and  thought,  as  is  but  too  ufual 
among  fovereigns,  that  the  rights  of  the  people  were 
a  matter  of  much  lefs  confideration  ;  or  dreaded  the 
acquifition  of  fo  powerful  a  confederate  to  France  as 
the  new  king  of  Caftile  ;  or  what  is  moil  probable, 
was  impatient  of  reft  and  eafe,  and  fought  only  an 
opportunity  for  exerting  his  military  talents,  by 
which  he  had  already  acquired  fo  much  renown. 
»'3^7.'  He  promifed  his  alliftance  to  the  dethroned  mo- 
tionVto  narch ;  and  having  obtained  the  confent  of  his  fa- 
Caftile.  ther,  he  levied  a  great  army,  and  fet  out  upon  his 
enterprife.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  younger 
brother,  John  of  Gaunt,  created  duke  of  Lancaf- 
ter,  in  the  room  of  the  good  prince  of  that  name, 
who  had  died  without  any  male  iifue,  and  whole 

1  Hid.  du  Guefclin.  ,       m  Froiflard,  liv.  i.  chap.  230. 

«  Rymer,  vol.  vi,  p.  384.    FroifTard,  liv.  i.  chap.  231. 

daughter 


E  D  W   A   R   B        ItL  477 

daughter  he  had  efpoufed.  Chandos  alfo,  who  bore  chap. 
among  the  Englifh   the   fame  character  which  du  v^Sl^ 
Guefclin  had  acquired  among  the  French,    com-      1367. 
manded  under  him  in  this  expedition. 

The  firft  blow  which  the  prince  of  Wales  gave 
to  Henry  of  Tranftamare,  was  the  recalling  of  all 
the  companies  from  his  fervice ;  and  fo  much  re- 
verence did  they  bear  to  the  name  of  Edward,  that 
great  numbers  of  them  immediately  withdrew  from 
Spain,  and  inlifted  under  his  banners*  Henry, 
however,  beloved  by  his  new  fubjecls,  and  fup- 
ported  by  the  king  of  Arragon  and  others  of  his 
neighbours,  was  able  to  meet  the  enemy  with  an 
army  of  100,000  men  ;  forces  three  times  more  nu- 
merous than  .thofe  which  were  commanded  by  Ed- 
ward. Du  Guefclin,  and  all  his  experienced  offi- 
cers, advifed  him  to  delay  any  decifive  action,  to 
cut  off  the  prince  of  Wales's  provifions,  and  to 
avoid  every  engagement  with  a  general,  whofe  en- 
terprifes  had  hitherto  been  always  conducted  with 
prudence  and  crowned  with  fuccefs.  Henry  truited 
too  much  to  his  numbers;  and  ventured  to  encoun-  3d /ipnT, 
ter  the  Englim  prince  at  Najara  °.  Hiftorians  of 
that  age  are  commonly  very  copious  in  defcribing 
the  fhock  of  armies  in  battle,  the  valour  of  the 
combatants,  the  daughter  and  various  fucceifes  of 
the  day  :  But  though  fmali  rencounters  in  thofe  times 
were  often  well  difputed,  military  difcipline  wra*  al- 
ways too  imperfect  to  preferve  order  in  great  armies  j 
and  fuch  actions  deferve  more  the  name  of  routs  than 
of  battles.  Henry  was  chafed  oif  the  field,  with 
the  lofs  of  above  20,000  men  :  There  perifhed  only 
four  knights  and  forty  private  men  on  the  fide  of 
the  Englifh. 

Peter,  who  fo  well  merited  the  infamous  epithet 
which  he  bore,  purpofed  to  murder  all  his  prifoners 

f  Froiflard,  liv.  i.  chap.  %$tr 
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CHAP,  in  cold  blood  ;  but  was  retrained  from  this  barbarity 
^J^l^,  by  the  remonflrances  of  the  prince  of  Wales.  All 
3367.  Caflile  now  fubmitted  to  the  victor  :  Peter  was  re»* 
flored  to  the  throne  :  And  Edward  finifhed  this  pe^ 
rilous  enterprife  with  his  ufual  glory.  But  he  had 
foon  reafon  to  repent  his  connexions  with  a  man 
like  Peter,  abandoned  to  all  fenfe  of  virtue  and  ho- 
nour. The  ungrateful  tyrant  refufed  the  flipulated 
pay  to  the  Englifh  forces;  and  Edward,  finding  his 
foldiers  daily  perifh  by  ficknefs,  and  even  his  own 
health  impaired  by  the  climate,  was  obliged,  with 
out  receiving  any  fatisfaction  on  this  head,  to  return 
Into  Guiennep. 

The  barbarities  exercifed  by  Peter  over  his  help- 
lefs  fubjecls,  whom  he  now  regarded  as  vanquifhed 
rebels,  revived  all  the  animofity  of  the  CaitiHans 
againft  him  ;  and,  on  the  return  of  Henry  of  Tranfta* 
mare,  together  with  du  Guefclin,  and  fome  forces 
levied  anew  in  France,  the  tyrant  was  again  de- 
throned, and  was  taken  prifoner.  His  brother,  in 
refentment  of  his  cruelties,  murdered  him  with  his 
own  hand  ;  and  was  placed  on  the  throne  of  Caflile,* 
Which  he  tranfmitted  to  his  pofterity.  The  duke  of 
Lancafler,  who  efpoufed  in  fecond  marriage  the  eld- 
eft  daughter  of  Peter,  inherited  only  the  empty  title 
of  that  fovereignty,  and,  by  claiming  the  fucceilion., 
increafed  the  animofity  of  the  new  king  of  Caflile 
againil  England. 
Rupture  But  ^e  prejudice  which  the  affairs  of  prince 
with  Edward  received  from  this  fplendid  though  impru- 

France*  jent  expedition,  ended  not  with  it*  He  had  in- 
volved himfelf  in  fo  much  debt,  by  his  prepara- 
tions and  the  pay  of  his  troops,  that  he  found 
it  neceffary,  on  his  return,  to  impofe  on  his  prin* 
cipality  a  new  tax,  to  which  fome  of  the  nobility 
confented  with  extreme  reluctance,    and  to  which 

P  Froiflhrd,  liv.  I  chap.  242,  243.     Walfingham,  p.  183. 
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Others  absolutely  refufed  to  fubmit q.  This  inci-  CHAP, 
dent  revived  the  animofity  which  the  inhabitants 
bore  to  the  Englifh,  and  which  all  the  amiable 
qualities  of  the  prince  of  Wales  were  not  able  to 
mitigate  or  affuage.  They  complained  that  they 
were  confidered  as  a  conquered  people,  that  their 
privileges  were  disregarded,  that  all  truil  was  given 
to  the  Englifh  alone,  that  everv  office  of  honour 
and  profit  was  conferred  on  theie  foreigners,  and  that 
the  extreme  reluclance  which  mod  of  them  had  ex- 
preffed  to  receive  the  new  yoke,  was  likely  to  be  long 
remembered  againft  them.  They  caff,  therefore, 
their  eyes  towards  their  ancient  fovereign,  whofe 
prudence  they  found  had  now  brought  the  affairs  of 
his  kingdom  into  excellent  order  ;  and  the  counts  of 
Armagnac,  Comminge,  and  Perigord,  the  lord 
d'Albret,  with  other  nobles,  went  to  Paris,  and 
were  encouraged  to  carry  their  complaints  to  Charles, 
as  to  their  lord  paramount,  againft  thefe  oppref- 
iions  of  the  Englifh  government '. 

In  the  treaty  of  Bretigni  it  had  been  flipulated 
that  the  two  kings  mould  make  renunciations, 
Edward  of  his  claim  to  the  crown  of  France,  and 
to  the  provinces  of  Normandy,  Maine,  and  Anjou  ; 
John  of  the  homage  and  fealty  due  for  Guienne, 
and  the  other  provinces  ceded  to  the  Englifh. 
But  when  that  treaty  was  confirmed  and  renewed  at 
Calais,  it  was  found  neceffary,  as  Edward  was 
not  yet  in  poffeflion   of  all   the  territories,  that  the 

i  This  tax  was  a  livre  upon  a  hearth ;  and  it  was  imagined  that  the 
impjfitioii  would  have  yielded  t,»6o,ooq  livres  a  year,  which  Tup- 
pofes  fo  many  hearths  in  the  provinces  poffefied  by  the  Engiiih.  Bu': 
Inch  loofe  conjectures  have  commonly  no  manner  of  authority, 
much  lefs  in  fuch  ignorant  times.  There  is  a  ftrong  inftance  of  if. 
in  the  prefent  reign.  The  houfe  of  commons  granted  the  king  a  tax: 
of  twenty-two  /hillings  on  each  pariih,  luppofing  that  the  amount  of 
the  Whole  would  be  50,000  pounds.  But  they  were  found  to  be  in 
a  miftake  of  near  five  to  one.  Cotton,  p.  3.  And  the  council  af- 
fumed  the  power  of  augmenting  the  tax  upon  each  pariih. 

*  FroiiFard,  liv.  i,  chap.  244. 
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c  h  A  p.  mutual  renunciations  fhould  for  fome  time  be  de* 

Y  XT  I 

k>()r_<J  ferred ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  parties  mean-* 
i?68.  while  fhould  make  no  ufe  of  their  respective  claims 
againft  each  other3.  Though  the  failure  in  ex- 
changing thefe  renunciations  had  ftill  proceeded  from 
France1,  Edward  appears  to  have  taken  no  um- 
brage at  it  I  both  becaufe  this  claufe  feemed  to  give 
him  entire  fecurity,  and  becaufe  fome  reafonable 
apology  had  probably  been  made  to  him  for  each 
delay.  It  was,  however,  on  this  pretence,  though 
dire&ly  contrary  to  treaty,  that  Charles-  refolved  to 
ground  his  claim,  of  ftill  confidering  himfelf  as  fu- 
perior  lord  of  thofe  provinces,  and  of  receiving  the 
appeals  of  his  fub-vaffals u. 
7369.  But  as  views  of  policy,  more  than  thofe  of  juf- 

tice,  enter  into  the  deliberations  of  princes  ;  and  as 
the  mortal  injuries  received  from  the  Englifh,  the 
pride  of  their  triumphs,  the  fevere  terms  impofed 
by  the  treaty  of  peace,  feemed  to  render  every  pru* 
dent  means  of  revenge  honourable  againft  them ; 
Charles  was  determined  to  take  this  meafure,  lefs  by 
the  reafonings  of  his  civilians  and  lawyers  than  by 
the  prefent  Situation  of  the  two  monarchies.  He 
confidered  the  declining  years  of  Edward,  the  Ian- 
guifiiing  ftate  of  the  prince  of  Wales's  health,  the 
affection  which  the  inhabitants  of  all  thefe  provinces 
bore  to  their  ancient  mailer,  their  diftance  from 
England,  their  vicinity  to  France,  the  extreme  ani- 
mofity  expreffed  by  his  own  fubjecls  againft  thefe 
invaders,  £nd  their  ardent  thirft  of  vengeance  ;  and 
having  filently  made  all  the  neceffary  preparations, 
he  fent  to  the  prince  Wales  a  fummons  to  appear 
in  his  court  at  Paris,  and  there  to  juftify  his  con- 
duel:  towards  his  valials.  The  prince  replied,  that 
he  would  come  to  Paris  j  but  it  fhould  be  at  the 
head  of  fixty  thoufand  men  w.     The  unwarlike  cha- 

s  Rymer,  vol.  vi.  p.  119.  230.  234,  237.  443.  t  Rot.  Franc. 

3;  Ed.  III.  m.3.  from  Tyrrell,  vol.  iii.  p.  643.         u  Froiflard,  liv.  i. 
chap.  245.  w  Ibid.  chap.  247,  248. 
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racier  of  Charles  kept  prince  Edward,  even  yet,  from  c  H  a  p. 
thinking  that  that  monarch  was  in  earned  in  this  bold  L ,-y— o 
and  hazardous  attempt.  1370. 

It  foon  appeared  what  a  poor  return  the  king 
had  received  by  his  diftant  conquefts  for  all  the 
blood  and  treafure  expended  in  the  quarrel,  and  how 
impoflible  it  was  to  retain  acquifitions,  in  an  age 
when  no  regular  force  could  be  maintained  fufficient 
to  defend  them  againfl  the  revolt  of  the  inhabitants, 
efpecially  if  that  danger  was  joined  with  the  invafion  in  fuccefii 
of  a  foreign  enemy.  Charles  fell  firft  upon  Pon-  rftl}en, 
thieu,  which  gave  the  Enghlh  an  inlet  into  the 
heart  of  France  :  The  citizens  of  Abbeville  opened 
their  gates  to  him  * :  Thofe  of  St.  Valori,  Rue,  and 
Crotoy,  imitated  the  example,  and  the  whole  coun- 
try was  in  a  little  time  reduced  to  fubmiffion.  The 
dukes  of  Berri  and  Anjou,  brothers  to  Charges,  be- 
ing affifted  by  du  Guelclin,  who  was  recalled  from 
Spain,  invaded  the  fouthern  provinces ;  and  by 
means  of  their  good  conduct,  the  favourable  difpo- 
fitions  of  the  people,  and  the  ardour  of  the  French 
nobility,  they  made  every  day  confiderable  progrefs 
againft  the  Englifh.  The  (fate  of  the  prince  of 
Wales's  health  did  not  permit  him  to  mount  on 
horfeback,  or  exert  his  ufual  activity  :  Chandos,  the 
conftable  of  Guienne,  was  ilain  in  one  action  y : 
The  Captal  de  Buche,  who  fucceeded  him  in  that 
office,  was  taken  prifoner  in  another  z  :  And  when 
young  Edward  himfelf  was  obliged  by  his  increafing 
infirmities  to  throw  up  the  command,  and  return  to 
his  native  country,  the  affairs  of  the  Englifh  in  the 
fouth  of  France  feemed  to  be  menaced  with  total 
ruin. 

The  king,  incenfed  at  thefe  injuries,  threatened 
to  put  to  death  all  the  French  hoftages  who  remained 
in  his  hands ;  but  on  reflection  abltained  from  that 
ungenerous   revenge.     After   refuming,  by   advice 

x  WalCngham,  p.  183.  v  FroifTard,  liv.i.  qhap,  a;;. 

Wallingham,  p.  185.  z  Froiffaid,  liv,  i.  cliap.  510. 
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CHAP,  of  parliament,  the   vain   title  of  king  of  France  % 
XVI.      he  endeavoured  to  fend  fuccours  into  Gafcony  ;  but 
all  his  attempts  both  by  fea  and  land  proved  unfuc- 
cefsful.     The  earl  of  Pembroke  was  intercepted  at 
fea,  and  taken  prifoner  with  his  whole   army  near 
Rochelle,  by  a  fleet  which  the  king  of  Caflile  had 
fitted  out  for  that  purpofe  b :  Edward  himfelf  em- 
barked for  Bourdeaux  with  another  army ;  but  was  fo 
long  detained  by  contrary  winds,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  lay  afide  the  enterprife c.     Sir  Robert  Knolles,  at 
the  head  of  30,000  men,  marched  out  of  Calais,  and 
continued  his  ravages  to  the  gates  of  Paris,  without 
being  able  to  provoke  the  enemy  to  an  engagement : 
He  proceeded  in  his  march  to  the  provinces  of  Maine 
and  Anjou,  which  he  laid  wade  ;  but  part  of  his  army 
being  there  defeated  by  the  conduct  of  du  Guefclin, 
who  was  now  created  conftable  of  France,  and  who 
feems  to  have  been  the  firft  confummate  general  that 
had  yet  appeared  in  Europe,  the  reft  were  fcattered 
and  difperfed,  and  the  fmall  remains  of  the  Englifh 
forces,  inftead  of  reaching  Guienne,  took  fhelter  in 
Britanny,  whofe  fovereign  had  embraced  the  alliance 
of  England  d.     The  duke  of  Lancafter,  fome  time 
after,  made  a  like  attempt  with  an  army  of  25,000 
men  ;  and  marched  the  whole  length  of  France  from 
Calais  to  Bourdeaux  ;  but  was  fo  much  harafled  by 
the  flying  parties  which  attended  him,  that  he  brought 
not  the  half  of  his  army  to  the  place  of  their  defti- 
nation.     Edward,  from  the  neceflity  of  his  affairs, 
was  at  laft  obliged  to  conclude  a  truce  with  the  ene- 
my c ;  after  almoit,  all  his  ancient  poiTeffions  in  France 
had  been  raviflied  from  him,  except  Bourdeaux  and 
Bayonne,  and  all  his  conquelts,  except  Calais. 

The  decline  of  the  king's  life  was    expofed   to 
many  mortifications,  and  correfponded  not  to  the 

a  Rymer,  vol.  vi.  p.  6zi-    Cotton's  Abridg.  p.  108. 

*>  Froiflard,  liv.  i.  chap.  30a,  303,  304.     Wallingham,  p.  186. 

c  Froiflard,  liv.  i.  chap.  311.      Wallingham,  p.  187. 

d  Froiflard,  liv.  i.  chap.  291.     Wallingham,  p.  1Z5. 

c  Froiflard,  liv.  i,  chap.  321..    Walfinjjhatn,  p.  187. 
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fplendid  and  noify  fcenes  which  had  filled  the  begin-  c  j?  A  p" 
ning  and  the  middle  of  it.  Befides  feeing  the  lofs  u  -r_,  j 
of  his  foreign  dominions,  and  being  baffled  in  every  137°- 
attempt  to  defend  them,  he  felt  the  decay  of  his  au? 
thority  at  home,  and  experienced,  from  the  fharpnefs 
of  fome  parliamentary  remonftrances,  the  great  in^ 
conftancy  of  the  people,  and  the  influence  of  prefent 
fortune  over  all  their  judgments f.  This  prince,  who;, 
during  the  vigour  of  his  age,  had  been  chiefly  oc- 
cupied in  the  purfuits  of  war  and  ambition,  began, 
at  an  unfeafonable  period,  to  indulge  himfelf  in 
pleafure  ;  and  being  now  a  widower,  he  attached 
himfelf  to  a  lady  of  fenfe  and  fpirit,  one  Alice  Pierce, 
who  acquired  a  great  afcendant  over  him,  and  by 
her  influence  gave  fuch  general  difguft,  that,  in  order 
to  fatisfy  the  parliament,  he  was  obliged  to  remove 
her  from  court z.  The  indolence  alfo,  naturally  at- 
tending old  age  and  infirmities,  had  made  him,  in  a 
great  meafure,  refign  the  adminiflration  into  the 
hands  of  his  fon  the  duke  of  Lancafter,  who,  as  he 
was  far  from  being  popular,  weakened  extremely  the 
affection  which  the  Englifh  bore  to  the  perfon  and 
government  of  the  king.  Men  carried  their  jealoufies 
very  far  againft  the  duke ;  and  as  they  faw,  with  much 
regret,  the  death  of  the  prince  of  Wales  every  day- 
approaching,  they  apprehended,  left  the  fucceffion 
of  his  fon  Richard,  now  a  minor,  mould  be  defeated 
by  the  intrigues  of  Lancafter,  and  by  the  weak  in- 
dulgence of  the  old  king.  But  Edward,  in  order  to 
fatisfy  both  the  people  and  the  prince  on  this  head, 
declared  in  parliament  his  grandfon  heir  and  fucceffor 
to  the  crown  ;  and  thereby  cut  off  all  the  hopes  of 
the  duke  Lancafter,  if  he  ever  had  the  temerity 
to  entertain  any. 

The    prince  of  Wales,  after  a  lingering  lllnefs,      137*. 
died  in  the  forty-fixth  year  of  his  age  ;    and   left  a  1th  J;,1IK*: 

1         a.        -ii    n  '  r  .  °     '      .  ,    Death  oi 
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from  his  earlieft  youth,  till  the  hour  he  expired,  un- 
ftained  by  any  blernifh.  His  valour  and  military 
talents  formed  the  fmallefl  part  of  his  merit :  His 
generofity,  humanity,  affability,  moderation,  gained 
him  the  affections  of  all  men  ;  and  he  was  qualified 
to  throw  a  luftre,  not  only  on  that  rude  age  in  which 
he  lived,  and  which  no  wife  infectea  him  with  its 
vices,  but  on  the  mod  Aiming  period  of  ancient  or 
modern  hiftory.  The  king  furvived  about  a  year 
this  melancholy  incident :  England  was  deprived  at 
once  of  both  thefe  princes,  its  chief  ornament  and 
fupport :  He  expired  in  the  fixty-fifth  year  of  his 
age  and  the  fifty-firft  of  his  reign  ;  and  the  people 
were  then  fenfible,  though  too  late,  of  the  irreparable 
lofs  which  they  had  fuitained. 

The  Englilh  are  apt  to  confider  with  peculiar 
fondnefs  the  hiftory  of  Edward  III.  and  to  efteeni 
his  reign,  as  it  was  one  of  the  longed,  the  molt 
glorious  alfo,  that  occurs  in  the  annals  of  their  na- 
tion. The  afcendant  which  they  then  began  to 
acquire  over  France,  their  rival  and  fuppofed  na* 
tional  enemy,  makes  them  caft  their  eyes  on  this 
period  with  great  complacency,  and  fanctifies  every 
meafure  which  Edward  embraced  for  that  end.  But 
the  domeftic  government  of  this  prince  is  really 
more  admirable  than  his  foreign  victories  ;  and 
England  enjoyed,  by  the  prudence  and  vigour  of. 
his  administration,  a  longer  interval  of  domeftic 
peace  and  tranquillity  than  fhe  had  been  bled  with 
in  any  former  period,  or  than  fhe  experienced  for 
many  ages  after.  He  gained  the  affections  of  the 
great,  yet  curbed  their  licentioufnefs :  He  made 
them  feel  his  power,  without  their  daring,  or  even 
being  inclined,  to  murmur  at  it :  His  affable  and 
obliging  behaviour,  his  munificence  and  generofity, 
made  them  fubmit  with  pleafure  to  his  dominion  ; 
his  valour  and  conduct  made  them  fuccefsful  in 
moft  of  their  enterprifes ;  and  their  unquiet  fpirits, 
directed  againft  a  public  enemy,  had  no  leifure  to 
breed  thole  difturbances  to  which  they  were  natu- 
rally 
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2'ally  fo  much  inclined,  and  which  the  frame  of  the  c  H  A  p« 
government   feemed  fo  much   to  authorife.    This  i-__" 
was  the  chief  benefit  which  refulted  from  Edward's      1377 
victories  and  conquefts.     His  foreign  wars  were,  in 
other  refpects,  neither  founded  in  juftice,  nor  directed 
to  any  falutary  purpofe.     His  attempt  againft  the 
king  of  Scotland,  a  minor  and  a  brother-in-law,  and 
the  revival  of  his  grandfather's  claim  of  fuperiority 
over  that  kingdom,  were  both  unreafonable  and  un- 
generous ;  and  he  allowed  himfelf  to  be  too  eafily 
feduced,  by  the  glaring   profpect  of  French  con- 
quells,  from  the  acquifition  of  a  point   which  was 
practicable,  and   which,  if  attained,    might  really 
have  been  of  lading  utility  to  his  country   and  his 
fucceflbrs.      The    fuccefs    which  he    met  with  in 
France,  though  chiefly  owing  to  his  eminent  talents, 
was  unexpected  ;  and  yet,  from  the  very  nature  of 
things,    not  from  any  unforefeen   accidents,   was 
found,  even  during  his  life-time,  to  have  procured 
him  no  folid  advantages.     But  the  glory  of  a  com- 
queror  is  fo  dazzling  to  the  vulgar,  the  animoiity  of 
nations  is  fo  violent,  that  the  fruitlefs  defolation  of 
fo  fine  a  part  of  Europe  as  France,  is  totally  disre- 
garded by  us,  and  is  never  confidered  as  a  blemifli 
in  the  character  or  conduct  of  this  prince.  And  in- 
deed, from  the  unfortunate  (late  of  human  nature, 
it  will  commonly  happen,  that  a  fovereign  of  genius, 
fuch  as  Edward,  who  ufually  finds  every  thing  eafy 
in  hisdomeflic  government,  willturn  himfelf  towards 
military  enterprifes,  where  alone  he  meets  with  oppo- 
sition, and  where  he  has  full  exercife  for  his  induitry 
and  capacity. 

Edward  had  a  numerous  pofterity  by  his  queen, 
Philippa  of  Hainault.  His  eldefl  fon  was  the  heroic 
Edward,  ufually  denominated  the  Black  Prince, 
from  the  colour  of  his  armour.  This  prince  efpoufed 
his  coufin  Joan,  commonly  called  the  Fair  Maid  of 
Kent,  daughter  and  heir  of  his  uncle,  the  earl  of 
Kent,  who  was  beheaded  in  the  beginning  of  this 
reign.     She  was  firfl  married  to  (ir  Thomas  Holland, 

I  i  3  by 
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CHAP,  by  whom  me  had  children.     By  the  prince  of  Wales 
ti^L,  &e  had  a  fon  Richard,  who  alone  furvived  his  father. 
I377-  The  fecond  fon  of  king  Edward  (for  we  pafs  over 

fuch  as  died  in  their  childhood)  was  Lionel  duke 
of  Clarence,  who  was  firft  married  to  Elizabeth  de 
Burgh,  daughter  and  heir  of  the  earl  of  Ulfter,  by 
■whom  he  left  only  one  daughter,  married  to  Ed- 
mund Mortimer  earl  of  Marche.  Lionel  efpoufed 
in  fecond  marriage  Violante,  the  daughter  of  the 
duke  of  Milan  h,  and  died  in  Italy  foon  after  the 
confummation  of  his  nuptials,  without  leaving  any 
poiterity  by  that  princefs.  Of  all  the  family,  he  re- 
fembled  moll  his  father  and  elder  brother  in  his  noble 
qualities. 

Edward's  third  fon  was  John  of  Gaunt,  fo  called 
from  the  place  of  his  birth  :  He  was  created  duke  of 
Lancaster  ;  and  from  him  fprang  that  branch  which 
afterwards  pofTeffed  the  crown.  The  fourth  fon  of 
this  royal  family  was  Edmund,  created  earl  of  Cam- 
bridge by  his  father,  and  duke  of  York  by  his  ne- 
phew. The  fifth' fon  was  Thomas,  who  received  the 
title  of  earl  of  Buckingham  from  his  father,  and  that 
of  duke  of  Gloucefter  from  his  nephew.     In    order 

A. 

to  prevent  confufion,  we  fhall  always  diftinguifh  thefe 
two  princes  by  the  titles  of  York  and  Gloucefter, 
even  before  they  were  advanced  to  them. 

ThePvE  were  alfo  feveralprinceiTes  borntoEdward 
by  Philippa  ;  to  wit,  Ifabella,  Joan,  Mary,  and  Mar- 
garet, who  efpoufed,  in  the  order  of  their  names, 
Ingelram  de  Courcy  earl  of  Bedford,  Aiphonfo  king 
of  Caftile,   John  of  Mountfort   duke  of  Britanny, 
and  John  Haftmgs  earl  of  Pembroke.  The  princefs 
Joan  died  at  Eourdeaux  before  the  confummation  of 
her  marriage. 
Mifcella-        It  is  remarked  by  an  elegant  hiltorian,  that  con- 
tranfac-      querors,  though  ufually  the   bane  of  human   kind, 
tionsof      proved  often,  in  thofe  feudal  times,  the  moil  indul- 
this  reign.  t    of  foverei„ns  I,        They  ftood  moft  fo  need  cf 
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h  Rymcr,  vol.  vi.  p.  5S4.  ^Pr,  Robt  rtfon's  Bift.  of 

Sco.I?.nd,  B.  i 
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fupplies  from  their  people ;  and,  not  being  able  to  C  H  A  p. 
compel  them  by  force  to  fubmit  to  the  neceffary  im-  -  _? 

pofitions,  they  were  obliged  to  make  them  fome  i377l 
compenfation  by  equitable  laws  and  popular  concef- 
iions.  This  remark  is,  in  fome  meafure,  though 
imperfectly,  juftified  by  the  conduct  of  Edward  III. 
He  took  no  fteps  of  moment  without  confulting  his 
parliament  and  obtaining  their  approbation,  which 
he  afterwards  pleaded  as  a  reafon  for  their  fupporting 
his  meafuresk.  The  parliament,  therefore,  rofeinto 
greater  confideration  during  his  reign,  and  acquired 
more  regular  authority,  than  in  any  former  time;  and 
even  the  houfe  of  commons,  which,  during  turbu- 
lent and  factious  periods,  was  naturally  depreffed  by 
the  greater  power  of  the  crown  and  barons,  began 
to  appear  of  fome  weight  in  the  conftitution.  In 
the  later  years  of  Edward,  the  king's  minifters  were  • 

impeached  in  parliament,  particularly  lord  Latimer, 
who  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  authority  of  the  com- 
mons J ;  and  they  even  obliged  the  king  to  banifh 
his  miftrefs  by  their  remonftrances.  Some  attention 
was  alfo  paid  to  the  election  of  their  members ;  and 
lawyers,  in  particular,  who  were  at  that  time  men  of 
character  fomewhat  inferior,  were  totally  excluded 
the  houfe  during  feveral  parliaments  m. 

One  of  the  mod  popular  laws  enacted  by  any 
prince,  was  the  flatute  which  pafled  in  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  this  reign  n,  and  which  limited  the  cafes  of 
high  treafon,  before  vague  and  uncertain,  to  three 
principal  heads,  confpiring  the  death  of  the  king, 
levying  war  againft  him,  and  adhering  to  his  ene- 
mies ;  and  the  judges  were  prohibited,  if  any  other 
cafes  mould  occur,  from  inflicting  the  penalty  of 
treafon  without  an  application  to  parliament.  The 
bounds  of  treafon  were  indeed  fo  much  limited  by 
this  flatute,  which  flill  remains  in  force  without  any 
alteration,  that  the  lawyers  were  obliged  to  enlarge 
them,  and  to  explain  a  confpiracy  for  levying  war 

k  Cotton's  Abridg.  p.  108.  1*0.  J  Ibid.  p.  tz*. 

»  Cotton's  Abridg.  p.  18.  B  Chap.  a. 

I  i  4  againft 


4$S  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

c  HAP.  againft  the  king,  to  be  equivalent  to  a  confpiracy 
v^v-**'  againft  his  life  ;  and  this  interpretation,  feemingly 
1377.  forced,  has,  from  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe,  been 
tacitly  acquiefced  in.  It  was  alfo  ordained,  that  a 
parliament  mould  be  held  once  a  year,  or  oftener,  if 
need  be  :  A  law,  which,  like  many  others,  w„as  never 
obferved,  and  loft  its  authority  by  difufe  n. 

Edward  granted  above  twenty  parliamentary 
confirmations  of  the  Great  Charter  ;  and  thefe  con- 
ceffions  are  commonly  appealed  to  as  proofs  of  his 
great  indulgence  to  the  people,  and  his  tender  re- 
gard for  their  liberties.  But  the  contrary  prefump- 
tion  is  more  natural.  Ii  the  maxims  of  Edward's 
reign  had  not  been  in  general  iomewhat  arbitrary, 
and  if  the  Great  Charter  had  not  been  frequently  vio- 
lated, the  parliament  would  never  have  applied  for 
.  thefe  frequent  confirmations,  which   could  add  no 

force  to  a  deed  regularly  obferved,  and  which  could 
ferve  to  no  other  purpoie  than  to  prevent  the  con- 
trary precedents  from  turning  into  a  rule,  and  ac- 
quiring authority.  It  was  indeed  the  effect  of  the 
irregular  government  during  thofe  ages,  that  a  fta- 
tute  which  had  been  enacted  fome  years,  inftead  of 
acquiring,  was  imagined  to  lofe  force  by  time,  and 
needed  to  be  often  renewed  by  recent  flatutes  of  the 
fame  fenfe  and  tenour.  Hence,  likewife,  that  general 
claufe  fo  frequent  in  old  a£ts  of  parliament,  that  the 
flatutes  ena&ed  by  the  king's  progenitors  mould  be 
obferved  °  ;  a  precaution  which,  if  we  do  not  confider 
the  eircumftances  of  the  times,  might  appear  abfurd 
and  ridiculous.  The  frequent  confirmations,  in  ge- 
neral terms,  of  the  privileges  of  the  church,  pro- 
ceeded from  the  fame  caufe. 

It  is  a  claufe  in  one  of  Edward's  flatutes,  that  no 
man,  of  what  Jiate  or  condition  fosver,  Jhall  be  put 
out  of  land  or  tenement,  nor  taken  nor  imprifoned,  nor 
dif/ierited,  nor  put  to  death,  without  being  brought 
in  anfwer  by  due  procefs  of  the  law  p.     This  privilege 

n  4Edw.  III.  chap.  14,  °  36  Eclw.  III.  cap.  i.     37  Edvv. 

Ill-  cap.  1,  &c.  p  28  Edw,  ill.  cap.  3. 

was 
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was  fufficiently  fecured  by  a  claufe  of  the  Great 
Charter,  which  had  received  a  general  confirmation 
in  the  nrfl  chapter  of  the  fame  ftatute.  Why  then  "T377 
is  the  claufe  fo  anxiouily,  and,  as  we  may  think,  fo 
fuperfluoufly  repeated?  Plainly,  becaufe  there  had 
been  fome  late  infringements  of  it,  which  gave 
umbrage  to  the  commons  9. 

But  there  is  no  article  in  which  the  laws  are  more 
frequently  repeated  during  this  reign,  almoit  in  the 
fame  terms,  than    that   of  purveyance,  which  the 
parliament  always  calls  an  outrageous  and  intolerable 
grievance,  and  the  fource  of  infinite  damage  to  the 
people'.     The    parliament    tried    to    abolifh    this 
prerogative  altogether,  by  prohibiting  any  one  from 
taking  goods  without  the  confent  of  the  owners  % 
and  by  changing  the  heinous  name  of  purveyors,  aa 
they  term  it,  into  that  of  buyers  : :  But  the  arbitrary 
conduct  of  Edward  ftill  brought  back  the  grievance 
upon  them ;  though    contrary  both  to   the  Great 
Charter  and  to  many  ftatutes.     This  diforder  was 
in  a  great  meafure   derived  from  the  (late  of  the 
public  finances    and  of  the   kingdom  5  and  could 
therefore  the  lefs  admit  of  remedy.     The   prince 
frequently  wanted  ready  money;  yet  his  family  mult 
be  fubfifted:  He  was  therefore  obliged  to  employ 
force  and  violence  for  that  purpofe,  and  to  give  tal- 
lies, at  what  rate  he  pleafed,  to  the  owners  of  the 
goods  which  he  laid  hold  of.     The  kingdom  alfo 
•  abounded  fo  little  in  commodities,  and  the  interior 
communication   was   lb    imperfect,    that,    had    the 
owners  been  ftrictly  protected  by  law,  they  could 
eafily  have  exacted  any  price  from  the  king;  efpe- 
cially  in  his  frequent  progreffes  when  he  came  to 
diftant  and  poor  places,  where  the  court  did  not 
ufually  refide,  and  where  a  regular  plan  for  fupplying 
it  could  not  be  eafily  eftablifhed.     Not  only  the  king, 

<J  They  aflert,  in  the  15th  of  this  reign,  that  there  had  been  fuch 
inftances.  Cotton'*  Abridg.  p.  31.  They  repeat  the  fame  in  the 
sift  year.    See  p.  59.  r  36  Edward  III.  &c. 

'  i<\  Edward  III,  cap.  19,  «  36  Edward  III.  cap.  t.    • 

but 
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CHAP,  but  feveral  great  lords,  infilled  upon  this  right  ox 

,J^_,  purveyance'-1. 
3377.  The  magnificent  caftle  of  Windfor  was  built  by 

Edward  III.  and  his  method  of  conducting  the  work 
may  ferve  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  condition  of  the 
people  in  that  age.  Inftead  of  engaging  workmen 
by  contracts  and  wages,  he  aflelTed  every  county  in 
England  to  fend  him  a  certain  number  of  mafons, 
tilers,  and  carpenters,  as  if  he  had  been  levying 
ar.  army  w* 

They  miflake,  indeed,  very  much  the  genius  of 
this  reign,  who  imagine  that  it  was  not  extremely 
arbitrary.  All  the  high  prerogatives  of  the  crown 
were  to  the  full  exerted  in  it ;  but  what  gave  fome 
confolation,  and  promifed  in  time  fome  relief  to  the 
people,  they  were  always  complained  of  by  the  com- 
mons: Such  as  the  difpenfing  power x;  the  extenfion 
of  the  forefts  y ;  erecting  monopolies  z ;  exacting 
loans a;  flopping  juftice  by  particular  warrants b;  the 
renewal  of  the  comraiffion  of  trailbaton  c ;  preffing 
men  and  (hips  into  the  publick  fervice d ;  levying  ar- 
bitrary and  exorbitant  fines  ° ;  extending  the  autho- 
rity of  the  privy  council  or  flar-chamber  tothedecifion 
of  private  caufes* ;  enlarging  the  power  of  the  ma- 
refchal's  and  other  arbitrary  courts g;  imprifoning 
members  for  freedom  of  fpeech  in  parliament h ; 
obliging  people,  without  any  rule,  to  fend  recruits  of 
men  at  arms,  archers,  and  hoblers,  to  the  army'. 

Bur  there  was  no  act  of  arbitrary  power  more 
frequently  repeated  in  this  reign,  than  that  of  im- 
pofmg  taxes  without  confent  of  parliament.  Though 
that  affembly  granted  the  king  greater  fupplies  than 
had  ever  been  obtained  by  any  of  his  predeceffors, 

u  7  Rich.  II.  cap.  8.        w  Afhmole's  Hift.  of  the  Garter,  p.  129- 

x  Cotton's  Abridg.  p.  148.  Y  Cotton,  p.  71. 

a  Cotton's  Abridg.  p.  56.  61.  123.  a  Rymer,  vol.  V. 

p.  491.  574.     Cotton's  Abridg.  p.  ;6:  t>  Cotton,  p.  114. 

c  Ibid.  p.  67.  J  Cotton's  Abridg.  p  47-  79-  1*3' 

«  Ibid,  p.  32.  f  Ibid.  p.  74.  g  Ibid, 

h  Walfmg.  p.  189,  '90.  1  Tyn els  Hift.  vol.  vili 

p.  554,  from  the  Records. 
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his  great  undertakings,  and  the  neceflity  of  his  af-  c  h  a  p. 
fairs,  obliged  him  to  levy  (till  more  \  and  after  his      XVI- 
fplendid  fuccefs  againfl  France  had  added  weight  to      i377"" 
his   authority,    thefe  arbitrary  impofitions    became 
almoft  annual  and  peipetual.     Cotton's  Abridgment 
nf  the  Records  affords  numerous  initances  of  this 
kind  in  the  firft '  year  of  his  reign,  in  the  thirteenth 
year  k,  in  the  fourteenth  !,  in  the  twentieth  m,  in  the 
twenty-firil n,  in  the  twenty-fecond  °,  in  the  twenty- 
fifth  p,  in  the  thirty-eighth q,  in  the  fiftieth r,  and  in 
the  fifty-  fir  ft  3. 

The  king  openly  avowed  and  maintained  this* 
power  of  levying  taxes  at  pleafure.  At  one  time 
he  replied  to  the  remonilrance  made  by  the  com- 
mons againfl  it,  that  the  impofitions  had  been  ex- 
acted from  great  neceffity,  and  had  been  alien  ted  to 
by  the  prelates,  earls,  barons,  and  fame  of  the  com- 
mons l ;  at  another,  that  he  would  advife  with  his 
council ".-  When  the  parliament  defired  that  a  law 
might  be  enacled  for  the  punifhment  of  fuch  as  levied 
thefe  arbitrary  impofitions,  he  refufed  compliance  w. 
In  the  fubfequent  \ear  they  defired  that  the  king 
might  renounce  this  pretended  prerogative ;  but  his 
anfwer  was,  that  he  would  levy  no  taxes  without 
neceffity,  for  the  defence  of  the  realm,  and  where  he 
reafonably  might  ufe  that  authority x.  This  inci- 
dent pafled  a  few  days  before  his  death  ;  and  thefe 
were,  in  a  manner,  his  la  ft  words  to  his  people.  It 
would  feem  that  the  famous  charter  or  ftatute  of 
Edward  I.  de  talkigio  non  concedendo,  though  never 
repealed,  was  fuppofed  to  have  already  loft,  by  age, 
all  its  authority. 

These  fa 61s  can  only  mow  the  praclice  of  the 
times :  For  as  to  the  right,  the  continual  remon- 
ftrances  of  the  commons  may  feem  to  prove  that  it 

t  Rymer,  vol.  iv.  p.  363.  k  P.  17,  18.  !  Rymer,  vol.  iv. 

p.  39.  "P-47-  *  P-  S*>  S3-  ,57,  58.  °P.  69. 

PP.76.  <3  P.  lor.  t  P.  ,38.  «  P.   152. 

1  Cotton,  p.  53.  He  repeats  the  fame  jfiifwer  in  p.  60.  Some  of  the 
commons  were  fnch  as  he  mould  be  pleafed  to  confult  with. 

w  Cotton,  p.  57.  w  Ibid,  p.  138.  *  Ibid.  p.  13*- 

rather 
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chap,  rather  lay  on  their  fide :  At  lead,  thefe  remon- 
x^J^J^j  Frances  ferved  to  prevent  the  arbitrary  practices  of 
,377.  the  court  from  becoming  an  eftablifhed  part  of  the 
conftitution.  In  fo  much  a  better  condition  were 
the  privileges  of  the  people,  even  during  the  arbitrary 
reign  of  Edward  III.  than  during  fome  fubfequent 
ones,  particularly  thofe  of  the  Tudors,  where  no 
tyranny  or  abufe  of  power  ever  met  with  any  check 
or  oppofition,  or  fo  much  as  a  remonftrance,  from 
parliament. 

In  this  reign  we  find,  according  to  the  fentiments 
of  an  ingenious  and  learned  author,  the  firfl  firongly 
marked,  and  probably  contefted,  diftinction  between 
a  proclamation  by  the  king  and  his  privy-council, 
and  a  law  which  had  received  the  affent  of  the  lords 
and  commons /. 

It  is  eafy  to  imagine  that  a  prince  of  fo  much 
fenfe  and  fpirit  as  Edward,  would  be  no  flave  to  the 
court  of  Rome.  Though  the  old  tribute  was  paid 
during  fome  years  of  his  minority z,  he  afterwards 
withheld  it ;  and  when  the  pope,  in  1367,  threatened 
to  cite  him  to  the  court  of  Rome  for  default  of 
payment,  he  laid  the  matter  before  his  parliament. 
That  affembly  unanimoufly  declared,  that  king  John 
could  not,  without  a  national  confent,  fubject  his 
kingdom  to  a  foreign  power :  And  that  they  were 
therefore  determined  to  fupport  their  fovereign 
againft  this  unjuft  pretenfion  a. 

During  this  reign,  the  ftatute  of  provifors  was 
enacted,  rendering  it  penal  to  procure  any  prefen- 
tations  to  benefices  from  the  court  of  Rome,  and 
fecuring  the  rights  of  all  patrons  and  electors,  which 
had  been  extremely  encroached  on  by  the  popeb. 
By  a  fubfequent  ftatute,  every  perfon  was  outlawed 
who  carried  any  caufe  by  appeal  to  the  court  of 
Rome c. 

y  Obfervations  on  the  Statutes,  p  193.     2  Rymer,  vol.  iv.  p. 454. 
a  Cotton's  Abridg.  p   no.  i»  25  Edvv.  ill.  2.7  Edw.  III. 

c  27  Edw.  III.  38  Edw.  III. 

The 
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The    laity,    at   this   time,    feem    to    have    been  c  |*^ p* 
extremely  prejudiced  againft  the  papal  power,  and  ■_  — t-',_j 
even  fomewhat  againft  their  own  clergy,  becaufe  of     1377* 
their  connexions  with   the    Roman   pontiff.     The 
parliament  pretended  that   the  ufurpations  of  the 
pope  were   the  caufe  of  all  the  plagues,  injuries, 
famine,  and  poverty  of  the  realm;  wrere  more  de- 
ftruftive   to    it  than   all  the  wars ;  and  were   the 
reafon  why  it  contained  not  a  third  of  the  inhabit- 
ants and  commodities  which  it  formerly  pofieffed  : 
That  the  taxes  levied  by  him  exceeded  live  times 
thofe  which  were  paid  to  the  king :    That   every 
thing  was  venal  in  that  finful  city  of  Rome ;  and 
that  even  the  patrons  in  England  had  thence  learned 
to    practice  fimony    without    fhame   or   remorfe  d. 
At  another  time  they  petition  the  king  to  employ 
no    churchman  in  any  office  of   ftate c ;  and  they 
even  fpeak  in  plain  terms  of  expelling  by  force  the 
papal  authority,  and  thereby  providing  a  remedy 
againft  oppreffions,  which  they  neither  could  nor 
would  any  longer  endure f.      Men  who  talked   in 
this  drain  were  not  far  from  the  reformation  :  But 
Edward   did  not  think  proper  to  fecond   all    this 
zeal :  Though  he  paffed  the  ftatute  of  provifors,  he 
took  little  care  of  its  execution ;  and  the  parliament 
made  frequent  complaints  of  his  negligence  on  this 
head s.     He  was  content  with  having  reduced  fuch 
of  the  Romifh  ecclefiaftics  as  poflefled  revenues  in 
England,  to  depend  entirely  upon  him  by  means  of 
that  ftatute. 

As  to  the  police  of  the  kingdom  during  this  pe- 
riod, it  was  certainly  better  than  during  times  of  fac- 
tion, civil  war,  and  diforder,  to  which  England  was 
fo  often  expofed  :  Yet  were  there  feveral  vices  in  the 
conftitution,  the  bad  confequences  of  which,  all  the 
power  and  vigilance  of  the  king  could  not  prevent. 
The  barons,  by  their  confederacies  with  thofe  of 
their  own  order,  and  by  fupporting  and  defending 

d  Cotton,  p.  74.  12,8,  129.  e  Ibid.  p.  112. 

*'  Cotton,  p,  41.  S  Ibid.p.  119.  ia?,i;9, 13°- J4^. 

their 
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c  HAP.  their  retainers  in  every  iniquity  h,  were  the  chief 
vr-  ,  abettors  of  robbers,  murderers,  and  ruffians  of  all 
kinds ;  and  no  law  could  be  executed  againft  thofe 
criminals.  The  nobility  were  brought  to  give  their 
promife  in  parliament^  that  they  would  not  avow, 
retain,  or  fupport,  any  felon  or  breaker  of  the  law'; 
yet  this  engagement,  which  we  may  wonder  to  fee 
exacted  from  men  of  their  rank,  was  never  re- 
garded by  them.  The  commons  make  continual 
complaints  of  the  multitude  of  robberies,  murders, 
rapes,  and  other  diforders,  which,  they  fay,  were 
become  numberlefs  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom, 
and  which  they  always  afcribe  to  the  protection  that 
the  criminals  receive  from  the  great  k.  The  king 
of  Cyprus,  who  paid  a  vifrt  to  England  in  this 
reign,  was  robbed  and  (tripped  on  the  highway, 
with  his  whole  retinue  ].  Edward  himfelf  contri- 
buted to  this  dhTolution  of  law,  by  his  facility  in 
granting  pardons  to  felons  from  the  folicitation  of 
the  courtiers.  Laws  were  made  to  retrench  this 
prerogative rn,  and  remonftrances  of  the  commons 
were  prefented  againft  the  abufe  of  it  n :  But  to  no 
purpofe.  The  gratifying  of  a  powerful  nobleman 
continued  (till  to  be  of  more  importance  than  the 
protection  of  the  people.  The  king  alfo  granted 
many  franchifes,  which  interrupted  the  courfe  of 
juflice  and  the  execution  of  the  laws  °. 

Commerce  and  induftry  were  certainly  at  a  very 
low  ebb  during  this  period.  The  bad  police  of  the 
country  alone  affords  a  fufficient  reafon.  The  only 
exports  were,  wool,  fkins,  hides,  leather,  butter,  tin, 
lead,  and  fuch  unmanufactured  goods,  of  which 
wool  was  by  far  the  mofh  confiderable.  Knyghton 
has  aflerued,  that  100,000  facks  of  wool  were  an- 
nually exported,  and  fold  at  twenty  pounds  a  fack, 
money  of  that  age.   But  he  is  widely  miftaken,  both 

h  i!  Edw.  III.  cap.  14.    4  Edvv.  III.  cap.  i.    15  Edw.  III.  cap.  4. 
J  Cotton,  p.  10.  k  Ibid.  p.  51.   62.  64.  70     160. 

s  W  ailing,  p.  170.  m  10  Edw.  Ill,  cap.  a.    37  Edw.  III. 

cap.  %,  B  Cotton,  p.  75.  •  Ibid,  p,  54. 
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in  the  quantity  exported  and  in  the  value    In  1349,  c  "  ^  p~ 
the  parliament  remonflrate  that  the  king,  by  an  illegal  ^^~^^j 
jmpofition  of  forty  millings   on  each  fack  exported,      1.377- 
had  levied  60,000  pounds  a  year  p  :  Which  reduces 
the  annual  exports  to  30,000  facks.     A  fack  con- 
tained  twenty-fix  (tone,  and   each   {lone   fourteen 
pounds  c",  and  at  a  medium  was  not  valued  at  above 
five  pounds  a  fack  r,  that  is,  fourteen  or  fifteen  pounds 
of  our   prefent   money.     Knyghton's   computation 
raifes  it  to  fixty  pounds,  which  is  near  four  times  the 
prefent  price  of  wool  in  England.     According  to  this 
reduced  computation,  the  export  of  wool  brought 
into  the  kingdom  about  450,000  pounds  of  our  pre- 
fent money,  inflead  of  fix  millions,  which  is  an  ex- 
travagant mm.     Even  the  former  fum  is  fo  high  as 
to  afford  a  fufpicion  of  fome  miftake  in  the  compu- 
tation of  the  parliament  with  regard  to  the  number 
of  facks  exported.     Such  miftakes  were  very  ufual 
in  thofe  ages. 

Edward  endeavoured  to  introduce  and  promote 
the  woollen  manufacture,  by  giving  protection  and 
encouragement  to  foreign  weavers  %  and  by  enacting 
a  law  which  prohibited  every  one  from  wearing  any 
cloth  but  of  Englifh  fabric  l.  The  parliament  prohi- 
bited the  exportation  of  woollen  goods,  which  was  not 
fo  well  judged,  efpecially  while  the  exportation  of 
unwrought  wool  was  fo  much  allowed  and  encouraged. 
A  like  injudicious  law  was  made  againfl  the  expor- 
tation of  manufactured  iron0. 

It  appears  from  a  record  in  the  Exchequer, 
that  in  1354  the  exports  of  England  amounted 
to  294,184  pounds  feventeen  millings  and  two- 
pence :  The  imports  to  38,970  pounds  three  mil- 
lings and  fixpence,  money  of  that;  time.  This  is 
a  great  balance,  confidering  that  it  arofe  wholly 
from  the  exportation  of  raw  wool  and  other  rough 

P  Cotton,  p.  48.  69.  1  34.  Edw.  III.  cap.  5. 

T  Cotton,  p.  29.  s  11  Edw,  HI.  cap.  5.    Rymcr,  vol.  iv. 

p.  723.     Murimuth,  p.  88.  *  II  Edw.  ill.  cap.  2. 

■  u  z8  Edw.  III.  cap.  j. 

materials, 
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C  xvi  P'  mater^s'     Tne  import  was  chiefly  linen  and  fine 

d^^-v-^  cloth,  and  fome  wine.     England  feems  to  have  been 

i377»      extremely  drained  at  this  time  by  Edward's  foreign 

expeditions  and  foreign  fubfidies,  which   probably 

was  the  reafon  why  the  exports  fo  much  exceed  the 

Imports. 

The  fir  ft  toll  we  read  of  in  England  for  mending 
the  highways,  was  impoied  in  this  reign :  It  was 
that  for  repairing  the  road  between  St.  Giles's  and 
Temple-bar  w. 

In  the  firft  of  Richard  II.  the  parliament  complain 
extremely  of  the  decay  of  (hipping  during  the  pre- 
ceding reign,  and  affert,  that  one  fea-port  formerly 
contained  more  vefiels  than  were  then  to  be  found  in 
the  whole  kingdom.  This  calamity  they  afcribe  to 
the  arbitrary  feizure  of  (hips  by  Edward  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  his  frequent  expeditions  x.  The  parliament 
in  the  fifth  of  Richard  renew  the  fame  complaint y ; 
and  we  likewife  find  it  made  in  the  forty-fixth  of 
Edward  III.  So  falfe  is  the  common  opinion,  that 
this  reign  was  favourable  to  commerce. 

There  is  an  order  of  this  king  directed  to  the 
mayor  and  fheriffs  of  London,  to  take  up  all  mips 
of  forty  ton  and  upwards,  to  be  converted  into  (hips 
of  warz. 

The  parliament  attempted  the  impracticable 
fcheme  of  reducing  the  price  of  labour  after  the 
peflilence,  and  alfo  that  of  poultry  a.  A  reaper, 
in  the  firft  week  of  Auguft,  was  not  allowed  above 
two-pence  a  day,  or  near  fix-pence  of  our  prefent 
money  ;  in  the  fecond  week,  a  third  more.  A 
mailer  carpenter  was  limited  through  the  whole 
year  to  three-pence  a  day,  a  common  carpenter  to 
two-pence,  money  of  that  age  b.  It  is  remarkable, 
that  in  the  fame  reign,  the  pay  of  a  common  fol-' 
dier,  an  archer,  was  fix-pence  a  clay ;  which  by  the 
change  both  in  denomination  and  value,  would  be 

"*'  Rymer,  vol.  v.  p.  530.  x  Cotton,  p.  155.  164. 

y  Cap.  3.  9  Rymer,  vol.  iv.  p.  664. 

J  57  Edw,  III,  cap.  3.  b  a5  Edw.  ITT-  cap.  1.3. 

equivalent 
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equivalent  to  near  five  (hillings  of  our  prefent  money  c. 
Soldiers  were  then  inlifted  only  for  a  very  fhort  time  : 
They  lived  idle  all  the  reft  of  the  year,  and  commonly  J3? 
all  the  reft  of  their  lives :  One  fuccefsful  campaign, 
by  pay  and  plunder,  and  the  ranfom  of  prifoners,  was 
fuppofed  to  be  a  fmall  fortune  to  a  man  ;  which  was 
a  great  allurement  to  enter  into  the  fervice. d. 

The  ftaple  of  wool,  wool  fells,  leather,  and  lead, 
was  fixed  by  act  of  parliament  in  particular  towns  of 
England  e.  Afterwards  it  was  removed  by  law  to 
Calais :  But  Edward,  who  commonly  deemed  his 
prerogative  above  law,  paid  little  regard  to  thefe 
ftatutes  ;  and  when  the  parliament  remonftrated  with 
him  on  account  of  thofe  acts  of  power,  he  plainly 
told  them,  that  he  would  proceed  in  that  matter  as  he 
thought  proper  f.  It  is  not  eafy  to  affign  the  reafon 
of  this  great  anxiety  for  fixing  a  ftaple  ;  unlefs  per- 
haps it  invited  foreigners  to  a  market,  when  they  knew 
beforehand  that  they  mould  there  meet  with  great: 
choice  of  any  particular  fpecies  of  commodity.  This 
policy  of  inviting  foreigners  to  Calais  was  carried  fo 
far,  that  all  Englifh  merchants  were  prohibited  by 
law  from  exporting  any  Engli/h  goods  from  the  fta- 
ple ;  which  was  in  a  manner  the  total  abandoning  of 
ail  foreign  navigation,  except  that  to  Calais5:  A  con- 
trivance feemingly  extraordinary. 

c  Dugdale's  Baronage,  vol.  i.  p.  784.  Brady's  Hift.  vol.  ii.App 
N°  92.  The  pay  of  a  man  at  arms  was  quadruple.  We  may  there- 
fore conclude  that  the  numerous  armies,  mentioned  by  hhToiians  in 
thofe  times,  confifted  chiefly  of  ragamuffins,  who  followed  the  camp, 
and  lived  by  plunder.  Edward's  army  before  Calais  confifted  of 
31,094  men;  yet  its  pay  for  fixteen months  was  only  117,201  pounds. 
Brady,  ibid. 

d  Commodities  feem  to  have  rifen  fince  theConqueft.  Inftead  of 
being  ten  times  cheaper  than  at  prefent,  they  were,  in  the  age  of  Ed- 
XvardHI.  only  three. or  four  times.  This  change  feems  to  have  taken 
place  in  a  great  meafure  fince  Edward  I.  The  allowance  granted  by 
Edward  III.  to  the  earl  of  Murray,  then  a  prifoner  in  Nottingham 
cattle,  is  one  pound  a  week  ;  whereas  the  bilhop  of  St. Andrews,  the 
primate  of  Scotland,  had  only  fixpence  a  day  allowed  him  by  Ed' 
ward  I. 

f  27  Edw.  III.        f  Cotton,  p.  117.         2  27  Edw.  III.  cap    7. 

Vol.  II.  K  k  It 
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CHAP.       It  was  not  till  the  middle  of  this  century  that  the 
XVI*      Eno-lilh  began  to  extend  their  navigation  even  to  the 
Baltic  h  ;  nor  till  the  middle  of  the  fubfequent,   that 
they  failed  to  the  Mediterranean '. 

Luxury  was  complained  of  in  that  age,  as  well  as 
in  others  of  more  refinement  ;    and  attempts  were 
made  by  parliament  to  reftrain  it,  particularly  on  the 
head  of  apparel,  where  furely  it  is  the  mod  obviouily 
innocent  and  inofienfive.     No  man  under  a  hundred 
a  year  was  allowed  to  wear  gold,  filver,  or  filk  in  his 
clothes  :  Servants  alfo  were  prohibited  from  eating 
Hem  meat  or  nth  above  once  a  day  k.     By  another 
law  it  was  ordained,  that  no  one  mould  be  allowed 
cither  for  dinner  or  fupper,  above  three  dimes  in  each 
courfe,  and   not  above  two  courfes  :  And  it  is  like- 
wife  exprefsly  declared,  that foufed  meat,  is  to  count 
as  one  of  thefe  dimes '.     It  was  eafy  to  forefee  that 
fuch  ridiculous  laws  mud  prove  ineffectual,  and  could 
never  be  executed. 

The  ufe  of  the  French  language  in  pleadings  and 
public  deeds  was  abolifhed  m.  It  may  appear  ftrange 
that  the  nation  mould  fo  long  have  worn  this  badge 
of  conqueft  :  But  the  king  and  nobility  feem  never 
to  have  become  thoroughly  Englifh,  or  to  have  for- 
gotten their  French  extraction,  till  Edward's  wars 
with  France  gave  them  an  antipathy  to  that  na- 
tion. Yet  (till  it  was  long  before  the  ufe  of  the  Eng- 
Jiih  tongue  came  into  fafhion.  The  nrft  Englifh 
paper  which  we  meet  with  in  Rymer  is  in  the  year 
1386,  during  the  reign  of  Richard  II n.  There  are 
Spanim  papers  in  that  collection  of  more  ancient 
date  ° :  And  the  ufe  of  the  Latin  and  French  ftill 
continued. 

h  Anderfon,  vol. i.  p.  15I.  »  Id.  p. 177-  k37Edw.   III. 

cap.  8,  9,  to,  &c.         '  10  Edw.  III.  re  36  Edw  III.  cap.  15. 

n  Rymer,  vol.  vii.  p.  526.  This  paper,  by  the  ftyle,  ftems  to 
have  been  drawn  by  the  Scots,  and  was  figned  by  the  wardens  of  the 
searches  only. 

*  Rymer,  vol.  vi.  p.  554. 
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We  may  judge  of  the  ignorance  of  this  age  in  c  HA  P. 
geography,  from  a  (lory  told  by  Robert  of  Avefbury.  v^X,^-^> 
Pope  Clement  VI.  having,  in  1344,  created  Lewis       1377. 
of  Spain  prince  of  the  fortunate  ijlands,  meaning  the 
Canaries,  then  newly  difcovered  j  the  Englifh  arn- 
foaffador  at  Rome,  and  his  retinue,  were  feized  with 
an  alarm  that  Lewis  had  been  created  king  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  they  immediately  hurried  home,  in  order 
to  convey  this  important  intelligence.     Yet  fuch  was 
the  ardour  for  ftudy  at  this  time,  that  Speed,  in  his 
Chronicle,  informs  us  there  were  then  30,000  flu- 
dents  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  alone.     What  was 
the  occupation  of  all  thefe  young  men  ?     To  learn 
very  bad  Latin,  and  ftill  worfe  logic. 

In  1364  the  commons  petitioned,  that  in  con- 
sideration of  the  preceding  p^ftilence,  fuch  perfons  as 
pofleflcd  manors  holding  of  the  king  in  chief,  and 
had  let  different  leafes  without  obtaining  licences, 
might  continue  to  exercife  the  fame  power,  till  the 
country  were  become  more  populous  p.  The  comf 
mons  were  fenfible  that  this  fecurity  of  pofleffion  was 
a  good  means  for  rendering  the  kingdom  profperous 
and  flourifhing  5  yet  durfl  not  apply  all  at  once  for  a 
greater  relaxation  of  their  chains. 

There  is  not  a  reign  among  thofe  of  the  ancient 
Englifh  monarchs  which  deferves  more  to  be  fludied 
than  that  of  Edward  III.  nor  one  where  the  domef- 
tie  transactions  will  better  difcover  the  true  genius 
of  that  kind  of  mixed  government  which  was  then 
eflablifhed  in  England.  The  flruggles  with  regard 
to  the  validity  and  authority  of  the  great  charter  were 
now  over  :  The  king  was  acknowledged  to  lie  un- 
der fome  limitations  :  Edward  himfelf  was  a  prince 
of  great  capacity,  not  governed  by  favourites,  not 
led  aflray  by  any  unruly  paflion,  fenfible  that  nothing 
could  be  more  elTential  to  his  interefls  than  to  keep 
pn  good  terms  with  his  people :    Yet,  on  the  whole, 

P  Cotton,  p.  97. 
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CHAP,  it  appears  that  the  government  at  bell  was  only  a  bar- 
l^^^,  barous  monarchy,  not  regulated  by  any  fixed  maxims 
i377.  or  bounded  by  any  certain  undifputed  rights,  which 
in  practice  were  regularly  obferved.  The  king  con- 
ducted himfelf  by  one  fet  of  principles  ;  the  barons 
by  another  ;  the  commons  by  a  third  ;  the  clergy  by 
a  fourth.  All  thefe  fyftems  of  government  were  op- 
pofite  and  incompatible  :  Each  of  them  prevailed  in 
its  turn,  as  incidents  were  favourable  to  it :  A  great 
prince  rendered  the  monarchical  power  predominant : 
The  weaknefs  of  a  king  gave  reins  to  the  ariftocracy  ; 
A  fuperftitious  age  faw  the  clergy  triumphant  :  The 
people,  for  whom  chiefly  government  was  inftituted, 
and  who  chiefly  deferve  confederation,  were  the  weak- 
€il  of  the  whole.  But  the  commons,  little  obnox- 
ious to  any  other  order,  though  they  funk  under  the 
violence  of  tempefts,  filently  reared  their  head  in 
more  peaceable  times ;  and  while  the  ftorm  was 
brewing,  were  courted  by  all  fides,  and  thus  re* 
ceived  flill  fome  acceffion  to  their  privileges,  or  at 
worft  fome  confirmation  of  them. 

It  has  been  an  eftabliihed  opinion,  that  gold  coin 
was  not  {truck  till  this  reign  :  But  there  has  lately 
been  found  proof  that  it  is  as  ancient  as  Henry  III  % 

3  See  qbfervations  on  the  more  ancient  Statutes,  p.  375.  2d  edit. 
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NOTE  [AJ,  p.  36. 

AD  OX,  in  his  Baronia  Artglica,  cap.  14.  tells  us$ 
that  in  the  30th  of  Henry  II.  thirty-three  cows  and 
two  bulls  coft  but  eight  pounds  feven  (hillings,  money  of 
that  age  ;   500  fheep,  twenty- two  pounds  ten  {hillings,  or 
about  ten-pence  three  farthings  per  fheep ;  fixty-fix  oxen, 
eighteen  pounds   three    millings ;    fifteen    breeding   mares, 
two  pounds  twelve  millings  and  fix-pence;  and  twenty- 
two  hogs,  one   pound   two   (hillings.      Commodities   feem 
then  to  have  been  about  ten  times  cheaper  than  at  prefent  ; 
all  except  the  fheep,  probably  on  account  of  the  value  of  the 
fleece.     The   fame  author,  in  his  Formulare  Anglicanum, 
p.  17.  fays,  That  in  the  10th  year  of  Richard  I.  mention 
is  made  of  ten  per  cent,   paid  for  money  :   But  the  Jews 
frequently  exadled  much  higher  intereft. 


NOTE  [B],  p.  253. 

11  Y  M  ER,  vol.  ii.  p.  216.  845.  There  cannot  be  the 
■*>  lead:  queftion,  that  the  homage  ufually  paid  by  the 
kings  of  Scotland  was  not  for  their  crown,  but  for  fome 
other  territory.     The  only  queftion  remains,  what  that  ter- 
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rilory  was  ?  It  was  not  always  for  the  earldom  of  Hunting- 
don, nor  the  honour  of  Penryth ;  becaufe  we  find  it  fome- 
times  done  at  a  time  when  thefe  pofieflions  were  not  in  the 
hands  of  the  kings  of  Scotland.  It  is  probable  that  the  ho- 
mage was  performed  in  general  terms,  without  any  parti- 
cular fpecification  of  territory  ;  and  this  inaccuracy  had 
proceeded  either  from  fome  difpute  between  the  two  kings 
about  the  territory  and  fome  oppofite  claims,  which  were 
compromifed  by  the  general  homage,  or  from  the  fimpli- 
city  of  the  age,  which  employed  few  words  in  every  tranf- 
aclion.  To  prove  this  we  need  but  look  into  the  letter  of 
king  Richard,  where  he  refigns  the  homage  of  Scotland, 
referving  the  ufual  homage.  His  words  are,  ScepediStu; 
W,  Rex  ligius  homo  nojler  deveniat  de  omnibus  terrls  de  qui- 
hus  anteceffores  fui  antecejjbrtan  noflrorum  ligii  homines  fue  runt  y 
et  nobis  at  que  haredibus  nojlris  jidelitatem  jurarunt.  Rymer, 
vol.  i.  p.  65.  Thefe  general  terms  were  probably  copied 
from  the  ufual  form  of  the  homage  itfelf. 

It  is  no  proof  that  the  kings  of  Scotland  poffeffed  no  lands 
or  baronies  in  England,  becaufe  we  cannot  find  them  in  the 
imperfecl  hiftories  and  records  of  that  age.  For  inftance, 
it  clearly  appears,  from  another  paflage  of  this  very  letter  of 
Richard,  that  the  Scottifh  king  held  lands  both  in  the 
county  of  Huntingdon  and  elfewhere  in  England  ;  though 
the  earldom  of  Huntingdon  itfelf  was  then  in  the  perfon  of 
his  brother  David  ;  and  we  know  at  prefent  of  no  other 
baronies  which  William  held.  It  cannot  be  expected  that 
we  fhould  now  be  able  to  fpecify  all  his  fees  which  he  either 
poiFeiTed  or  claimed  in  England,  when  it  is  probable  that 
the  two  monarchs  thernfelves,  and  their  minifters,  would 
at  that  very  time  have  differed  in  the  lift  :  The  Scottifh  king 
might  poffefs  fome  to  which  his  right  was  difputed  ;  he 
might  claim  others  which  he  did  not  poffefs  :  And  neither 
of  the  two  kings  was  willing  to  refign  his  pretentions  by  a 
particular  enumeration. 

A  late  author  of  great  induftry  and  learning,  but  full  of 
prejudices,  and  of  no  penetration,  Mr.  Carte,  has  taken 
advantage  of  the  undefined  terms  of  the  Scotch  homage, 
and  has  pretended  that  it  was  done  for  Lothian  and  Gallo- 
way ;  that  is,  all  the  territories  of  the  country  now  called 
Scotland,  lying  fouth  of  the  Clyde  and  Forth.  But  to  re- 
fnte  this  pretenfion  at  once,  we  need  only  confider,  that  if 
thefe  territories  were  held  in  fee  of  the  Englifli  kings,  there 
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would,  by  the  nature  of  the  feudal  law  as  eftabliftied  in 
England,  have  been  continual  appeals  from  them  to  the 
courts  of  the  lord  paramount  ;  contrary  to  all  the  hiftories 
and  records  of  that  age.  We  find,  that  as  foon  as  Ed- 
war  1  really  eftablifhed  his  fuperiority,  appeals  immediately 
commenced  from  all  parts  ol  Scotland  :  And  that  king,  in 
his  writ  to  the  king's  bench,  confiders  them  as  a  neceflary 
confequence  of  the  feudal  tenure.  Such  large  territories 
alfo  would  have  fupplied  a  confiderable  part  of  the  Engiifh 
armies,  which  never  could  have  efcaped  all  the  hiftorians. 
Not  to  mention  that  there  is  not  any  inftance  of  a  Scotch 
prifoner  of  war  being  tried  as  a  rebel,  in  the  frequent  hof- 
tilities  between  the  kingdoms,  where  the  Scottiih  armies 
were  chiefly  filled  from  the  fouthern  counties. 

Mr.  Carte's  notion  with  regard  to  Galloway,  which 
comprehends,  in  the  language  of  that  age,  or  rather  in  that 
*of  the  preceding,  moil  ol  the  fouth-wefl  counties  of  Scot- 
land ;  his  notion,  I  fay,  refts  on  fo  flight  a  foundation, 
that  it  fcarcely  merits  being  refuted.  He  will  have  it  (and 
merely  becaufe  he  will  have  it)  that  the  Cumberland, 
yielded  bv  king  Edmund  to  Malcolm  I.  meant  not  only  the 
county  in  England  of  that  name,  but  all  the  territory  north- 
wards to  the  Clyde.  But  the  cafe  of  Lothian  deferves  fome 
more  confideration. 

It  is   certain,  that   in   very   ancient   language,  Scotland 
means  only  the  country  north  of  the  friths  of  Clyde  and 
Forth.     I  (hall  not  make  a  parade  of  literature  to  prove  it; 
becaufe  I  do  not  find  that  this  point  is  difputed  by  the  Scots 
themfelves.     The  fouthern  country  was  divided  into  Gal- 
loway and  Lothian ;    and  the  latter   comprehended  all  the 
fouth-eaft  counties.     This  territory  was  certainly  a  part  of 
the  ancient  kingdom  of  Northumberland,  and  was  entirely 
peopled  by  Saxons,  who  afterwards   received  a  great  mix- 
ture of  Danes  among  them.     It  appears  from  all  the  Eng- 
lilh  hiftories,  that  the  whole  kingdom  of  Northumberland 
paid   very   little  obedience  to  the  Anglo-Saxon   monarchs, 
who  governed  after  the  diffolution  of  the  heptarchy  ;  and 
the  northern  and  remote  parts  of  it   feem  to  have  fallen  into 
a    kind    of    anarchy,    fometimes   pillaged    by    the    Danes, 
fometimes  joining  them  in  their  ravages  upon  other  parts 
of  England.     The  kings  of  Scotland,  lying  nearer  them, 
took  at  laft  polFelTion  of  the  country,  which  had  fcarcely 
any  government;  and  we  are  told  by  Matthew  of  Wefl- 
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minder,  p.  193,  that  king  Edgar  made  a  grant  of  the 
territory  to  Kenneth  III.  that  is,  lie  refigned  claims 
which  he  could  not  make  effectual,  without  bellowing  on 
them  more  trouble  and  expence  than  they  were  worth : 
For  thefe  are  the  onlv  grants  of  provinces  made  by  kings  ; 
and  fo  ambitious  and  active  a  prince  as  Edgar  would  never 
have  made  prefents  of  any  other  kind.  Though  Matthew 
of  Weftminfter's  authoritv  may  appear  fmall  with  regard 
to  io  remote  a  tranfaclion  ;  yet  we  may  admit  it  in  this 
cafe,  becaufe  Ordericus  Vitalis,  a  good  authority,  tells  us, 
p.  70I.  that  Malcolm  acknowledged  to  William  Rufus, 
that  the  Conqueror  had  confirmed  to  him  the  former  grant 
of  Lothian.  But  it  follows  not,  becaufe  Edgar  made  this 
fpecies  of  grant  to  Kenneth,  that  therefore  he  exacted  ho- 
mage for  that  territory.  Homage,  and  all  the  rites  of  the 
feudal  law,  were  very  little  known  among  the  Saxons,; 
and  we  may  alfo  fuppofe  that  the  claim  of  Edgar  was  fo  an-~ 
tiquated  and  weak,  that  in  refigning  it  he  made  no  very 
valuable  conceffion  ;  and  Kenneth  might  well  refufeto  hold, 
by  fo  precarious  a  tenure,  a  territory  which  he  at  prefent 
held  by  the  fvvord.  In  ihort  no  author  fays  he  did  homage 
for  if. 

The  only  colour,  indeed,  of  authority  for  Air.  Carte's 
notion  is,  that  Matthew  Paris,  who  wrote  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  III.  before  Edward's  claim  of  fuperiority  was  heard 
of,  fays  that  Alexander  III.  did  homage  to  Henry  III.  pro 
■haudiano  et  aliis  terris.  Seepage  555.  This  word  feems 
naturally  to  be  interpreted  Lothian:  But,  in  the  firfl 
place,  Matthew  Paris's  teftimony,  though  confiderable, 
will  not  outweiph- that  of  all  the  other  hiflorians,  who  fay 
that  the  Scotch  homage  was  always  done  for  lands  in 
England.  Secondly,  if  the  Scorch  homage  was  done  in 
general  terms  (as  has  been  already  proved),  it  is  no  won- 
der that  hiflorians  fhould  differ  in  their  account  of  the  ob- 
ject, of  it,  fmce  it  is  probable  the  parties  themfelves  were 
not  fully  agreed.  Thirdly,  there  is  realon  to  think  that  Lau- 
dianum,  in  Matthew  Paris,  does  not  mean  the  Lothians  now 
in  Scotland.  There  appears  to  have  been  a  territory  which 
a"ciently  bore  that  or  a  fimilar  name  in  the  north  of  England. 
For  (r)  The  Saxon  Chronicle,  p.  197.  fa-yss  that  Mal- 
colm Kenmure  met  William  Rufus  in  Lodene  in  England. 
(2)  It  is  agreed  by  all  hiflorians,  that  Henry  II.  -only 
reconquered     from    Scotland     the    northern    counties     qf 
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Northumberland,  Cumberland,  and  Weitmoreland.  See 
Newbriggs,  p.  383.  Wykes,  p.  30.  Hemingford,  p.  492. 
Yet  the  fame  country  is  called  by  other  hiftorians  Loidis, 
comitatus  Lodonenfis,  or  fome  fuch  name.  See  M. 
Paris,  p.  68.  M.  Weft.  p.  247.  Annal.  Waverl. 
p.  159.  and  Diceto,  p.  531.  (3)  This  laft  mentioned 
author,  when  he  fpeaks  of  Lothian  in  Scotland,  calls  it 
Loheneis,  p.  574.  though  he  had  called  the  Englilh  terri- 
tory Loidis. 

I  thought  this  long  note  neceffary,  in  order  to  correct 
Mr.  Carte's  miflake,  an  author  whole  diligence  and  in- 
duftry  has  given  light  to  many  paffages  of  the  more  ancient 
Englilh  hiftory. 


NOTE    [C],    p.  254. 

B  YMER,  vol.  ii.  p.  543.  It  is  remarkable  that  the 
*^-  Englilh  chancellor  fpoke  to  the  Scotch  parliament  in 
the  French  tongue.  This  was  alfo  the  language  com- 
monly made  ule  of  by  all  parties  on  that  occafion. 
Ibid,  paffim.  Some  of  the  mod  confiderable  among 
the  Scotch,  as  well  as  almoft  all  the  Englilh  barons, 
were  of  French  origin ;  they  valued  themfelves  upon 
it  ;  and  pretended  to  defpife  the  language  and  manners 
of  the  Ifland.  It  is  difficult  to  account  for  the  fettle- 
ment  of  fo  many  French  families  in  Scotland,  the  Bruces, 
Baliols,  St.  Clairs,  Montgomeries,  Somervilles,  Gor- 
dons, Fraziers,  Cummins,  Colvilles,  Umfrevilles,  Mow- 
brays,  Hays,  Maules,  who  were  not  fupported  there,  as 
in  England,  by  the  power  of  the  fword.  But  the  fupe,- 
rionty  of  the  fmalleft  civility  and  knowledge  over  total 
ignorance   and  barbarifm  is  prodigious 


NOTE    [D],    p.    259. 

qEE  Rymer,  vol.  ii.  p.  533.  where  Edward  writes 
^  to  the  Ring's  bench  to  receive  appeals  from  Scot- 
land. He  knew  the  practice  to  be  new  and  unufual  ; 
yet  he  ellablifhes  it  as  an  infallible  confequence  of. his 
fuperiority.  We  learn  alfo  from  the  fame  collection, 
p.  603.  that  immediately  upon  receiving  the  homage,  he 
changed  the  ftyle  of  his  addrefs  to  the  Scotch  king,  whom  he 
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now  calls  dilefto  &  fideli,  inftead  of  fratri .  dileiio  & 
fideli,  the  appellation  which  he  had  always  before  ufed  to 
him;  fee  p.  109.  124.  168.  280.  1064.  This  is  a  cer- 
tain proof  that  he  himfelf  was  not  deceived,  as  was 
fcarcely  indeed  poflible,  but  that  he  was  confcious  of  his 
ufurpation.  Yet  he  folemnly  fwore  afterwards  to  the  juf- 
lice  of  his  pretentions,  when  he  defended  them  before  pope 
Boniface. 


NOTE    [E],    p.  276. 

THROUGHOUT  the  reign  of  Edw.  I.  the  aflent  of 
-*•  the  commons  is  not  once  exprefTed  in  any  of  the 
enafting  claufes ;  nor  in  the  reigns  enfuing,  till  the 
9  Edw.  Ill,  nor  in  any  of  the  enacling  claufes  of 
16  Rich.  II.  nay  even  fo  low  as  Hen.  VI.  from  the 
beginning  till  the  8th  of  his  reign,  the  aflent  of  the  com- 
mons is  not  once  exprefTed  in  any  enacling  claufe.  See 
preface  to  Ruffhead's  edit,  of  the  Statutes,  p.  7.  If  it 
Jhould  be  aflerted,  that  the  commons  had  really  given 
their  afTent  to  thefe  ftatutes,  though  they  are  nor  ex- 
prefsly  mentioned,  this  very  omiflion,  proceeding  if  you 
will  from  careleflhefs,  is  a  proof  how  little  they  were  re- 
fpe&ed.  The  commons  were  fo  little  accuflomed  to 
tranfaSt  public  bufinefs,  that  they  had  no  fpeaker  till  after 
the  parliament  6th  Edw.  III.  See  Prynne's  preface  to 
Cotton's  Abridg.  :  Not  till  the  firft  of  Richard  II.  in 
the  opinion  of  moft  antiquaries.  The  commons  were  very 
unwilling  to  meddle  in  any  flate  affairs,  and  commonly 
either  referred  themfelves  to  the  lords,  or  defired  a  felecl 
committee  of  that  houfe  to  aflifl  them,  as  appears  from 
Cotton.  5  E.  III.  n.  5.;  15  E.  III.  n.  17;  21  E.  III. 
n.  5;  47  E.  III.  n.  5  ;  50  E.  III.  n.  10  ;  51  E.  III. 
n.  j8  ;  1  R.  II.  n.  12  ;  2  R.  II.  n.  12  ;  5  R.  II.  n.  14  ; 
2  pari.   6  R.  II.   n.  14  j    pari.  2.  6  R.  it.  n.  8,  &c. 


NOTE    [F],    p.  277. 

T  was  very  agreeable  to  the  maxims  of  all  the  feudal 
governments,   that  every  order  of  the  ftate  mould   give 
their    confent    to    the   acis  which  more  immediately  con- 
cerned 
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cerned  them  ;  and  as  a  notion  of  a  political  fyftem  was 
hot  then  fo  well  underftood,  the  other  orders  of  the  date 
Were  often  not  confulted  on  thefe  occafions.  In  this 
reign  even  the  merchants,  though  no  public  body, 
granted  the  king  impofitions  on  merchandife,  becaufe  the 
firft  payments  came  out  of  their  pockets.  They  did  the 
fame  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  but  the  commons  had 
then  obferved  that  the  people  paid  thefe  duties,  though 
the  merchants  advanced  them  ;  and  they  therefore  re- 
monftfated  againft  this  practice.  Cotton's  Abridg. 
p.  39.  The  taxes  impofed  by  the  knights  on  the  coun- 
ties were  always  lighter  than  thofe  which  the  burgeffes 
laid  on  the  boroughs  ;  a  prefumption  that  in  voting  thofe 
taxes  the  knights  and  burgeffes  did  not  form  the  fame 
houfe.  See  Chancellor  Weft's  enquiry  into  the  manner 
of  creating  peers,  p.  8.  But  there  are  fo  many  proofs 
that  thofe  two  orders  of  reprefentatives  were  long  fe- 
parate,  that  it  is  needlefs  to  infift  on  them.  Mr.  Carte, 
who  had  carefully  confulted  the  rolls  of  parliament, 
affirms  that  they  never  appear  to  have  been  united 
till  the  16th  of  Edward  111.  See  Hift.  vol.  ii.  p.  451. 
But  it  is  certain  that  this  union  was  not  even  then  final  : 
In  1372,  the  burgeffes  acted  by  themfelves,  and  voted  a  tax 
after  the  knights  were  difmifTed.  SeeTyrrel,  Hift.  vol.  iiii 
p.  734.  from  Rot.  Clauf.  46  Edw.  III.  n.  9.  In  1376 
they  were  the  knights  alone  who  paffed  a  vote  for  the 
removal  of  Alice  Pierce  from  the  king's  perfon,  if  we 
may  credit  Walfingham,  p.  189.  There  is  an  inftance 
of  a  like  kind  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  Cotton,  p.  193. 
The  different  taxes  voted  by  thofe  two  branches  of  the 
lower  houfe  naturally  kept  them  feparate  :  But  as  their 
petitions  had  moftly  the  fame  object,  namely,  the  re- 
dreft  of  grievances,  and  the  fupport  of  law  and  juftice, 
both  againft  the  crown  and  the  barons,  this  caufe  as 
naturally  tinned  them,  and  was  the  reafon  why  thev  at 
laft  joined  in  one  houfe  for  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs. 
The  barons  had  few  petitions.  Their  privileges  were 
of  more  ancient  date:  Grievances  feldom  affected  them: 
They  were  themfelves  the  chief  oppreffors.  In  1333* 
the  knights  by  themfelves  concurred  4with  the  bifhops 
and  barons  in  advifmg  the  king  to  ftay  his  journey 
into  Ireland.  Here  was  a  petition  which  regarded  a 
matter  of  ftate,    and   was   fuppofed   to  be  above   the  ca- 
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pacity  of  the  burgefTcs.  The  Knights,  therefore,  acled 
apart  in  this  petition.  See  Cotton's  Abridg.  p.  13. 
Chief  baron  Gilbert  thinks,  that  the  reafon  why  taxes  'al- 
ways began  with  the  commons  or  burgeffes  was,  that  they 
were  limited  by  the  inftruclions  of  their  boroughs.  See 
Hift.  of  the  Exchequer,  p.  37. 

NOTE    [G],    p.  278. 

THE   chief  argument   from  ancient  authority,    for  the 
opinion    that    the    reprefentatives    of    boroughs    pre- 
ceded  the    forty-ninth    of    Henry  III.    is   the  famous   pe- 
tition of  the  borough   of  St.  Albans,    firft  taken  notice  of 
by  Selden,  and  then  by  Petyt,    Brady,  Tyrrel,    and  others. 
In   this  petition,    prelented   to  the  parliament  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  II.   the  town  of  St.  Albans  aliens,    that  though 
they    held    in    capite  of    the  crown,    and    owed  only  for 
all  other  fervice,    their  attendance    in  parliament,  yet  the 
iheriff   had  omitted   them  in   his  writs ;    whereas  both   in 
the    reign  of  the  king's    father,    and   all    his  predeceflbrs, 
they  had  always  lent  members.     Now,    fay    the  defenders 
of   this    opinion,    if   the  commencement  of  the   houfe  of 
commons  were    in    Henry    III.'s    reign,    this    expreffion 
could  not  have  been  ufed.     But   Madox,    in   his  Hiffory 
of    the  Exchequer,    p.  522,  523,    524..   has   endeavoured, 
and  with  great  reafon,  to  deltroy  the  authority  of  this  pe- 
tition for  the  purpofe    alleged.       He    afferts,    firft,    That 
there  was  no  fuch  tenure  in  England  as  that  of  holding  by 
attendance    in    parliament,    inftead     of   all    other    fervice. 
Secondly,  That  the  borough   of  St.  Albans  never  held   of 
the    crown    at  all,    but  was  always  demefne    land   of   tho 
abbot.     It  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  that   a  petition  which 
advances    two    falfehoods,    fhould    contain    one   hiftorical 
miitake,    which    indeed    amounts    only    to    an    inaccurate 
and    exaggerated  expreffion  \     no  itrange  matter  in   igno- 
rant burgeffes  of   that  age.     Accordingly  St.  Albans   con- 
tinued ili  11  to  belong  to  the  abbot.     It  never  held  of  the 
crown  till   after  the   diffolution  of  the  monaflerics.     But 
the    affurance   of   thefe   petitioners  is   remarkable.     They 
wanted  to  make  off  the  authority  of   their   abbot,   and  to 
hold  of  the  king  ;    but  were  unwilling  to  pay  any  fervices 
even  to  the  crown :     Upon  which   they   framed   this  idle 
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petition,  which  later  writers  have  made  the  foundation  of 
fo  many  inferences  and  conclufions.  From  the  tenour  of 
the  petition  it  appears,  that  there  was  a  clofe  connection 
between  holding  of  the  crown,  and  being  reprefenfed  in 
parliament :  The  latter  had  fcarcely  ever  place  without 
the  former:  Yet  we  learn  from  Tyrrel's  Append,  vol.  iv. 
that  there  were  fome  inflances  to  the  contrary.  It  is  not 
improbable  that  Edward  followed  the  roll  ol  the  earl  of 
Leicefler,  who  had  fummoned,  without  diftinclion,  all  the 
confiderable  boroughs  of  the  kingdom  ;  among  which  there 
might  be  fome  few  that  did  not  hold  of  the  crown.  Ed- 
ward alfo  found  it  neceffary  to  impofe  taxes  on  all  the  bo- 
roughs in  the  kingdom  without  dift.in6t.ion.  This  was  a 
good  expedient  for  augmenting  his  revenue.  We  are  not 
to  imagine,  becaufe  the  houle  of  commons  have  fince  be- 
come of  great  importance,  that  the  fir  ft  fummoning  of 
them  would  form  any  remarkable  and  ftriking  epoch,  and 
be  generally  known  to  the  people  even  feventy  or  eighty 
years  alter.  So  ignorant  were  the  generality  of  men  in 
that  age,  that  country  burgefles  would  readily  imagine  an 
innovation,  feemingly  fo  little  material,  to  have  exifted 
from  time  immemorial,  becaufe  it  was  beyond  their  own 
memory,  and  perhaps  that  of  their  fathers.  Even  the  par- 
liament in  the  reign  ot  Henry  V.  fay,  that  Ireland  had, 
from  the  beginning  of  time,  been  fubjecl:  to  the  crown  of 
England.  (See  Brady.)  And  furely  if  any  thing  interefts 
the  people  above  all  others,  it  is  war  and  conquefls,  with 
their  dates  and  circumftances. 


NOTE  [H],  p.  443. 

*"p  HIS  ftory  of  the  fix  burgeffes  of  Calais,  like  all  other 
-*•  extraordinary  ftories,  is  fomewhat  to  be  fufpecled ; 
and  fo  much  the  more,  as  Avefbnry,  p.  167.  who  is  par- 
ticular in  his  narration  of  the  furrender  of  Calais,  fays 
nothing  of  it  ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  extols  in  general 
the  king's  generofity  and  lenity  to  the  inhabitants.  The 
numberlefs  miftakes  of  Froiffard,  proceeding  either  from 
negligence,  credulity,  or  love  of  the  marvellous,  invali- 
date very  much  his  teftimony,  even  though  he  was  a  con- 
temporary, and  though  his  hiftory  was  dedicated  to  queen 
Phihppa  herfelf.  Jt  is  a  millake  to  imagine,  that  the  pa- 
trons 
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trons  of  dedications  read  the  book?,  much  lefs  vouch 
for  all  the  contents  of  them.  It  is  not  a  flight  teftimony 
that  fhould  make  us  give  credit  to  a  ftory  fo  difhonour- 
able  to  Edward,  efpecially  after  that  proof  of  his  huma- 
nity, in  allowing  a  free  palfage  to  all  the  women,  children, 
and  infirm  people,  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiege  ;  at  lead, 
it  is  fcarcely  to  be  believed,  that  if  the  {lory  has  any  foun- 
dation, he  ferioufly  meant  to  execute  his  menaces  againft 
the  fix  townfraen  of  Calais, 


NOTE  [I],  p.  448, 

THERE  was  a  fingular  inftance  about  this  time  of 
the  prevalence  of  chivalry  and  gallantry  in  the  na^ 
tions  of  Europe.  A  folemn  duel  of  thirty  knights  againft 
thirty  was  fought  between  Bembrough,  an  Englifhman, 
and  Beaumanoir,  a  Breton,  of  the  party  of  Charles  of 
Blois.  The  knights  of  the  two  nations  came  into  the 
field  ;  and  before  the  combat  began,  Beaumanoir  called 
out,  that  it  would  be  feen  that  day  who  had  the  fairejl  mif- 
treffes.  After  a  bloody  combat  the  Bretons  prevailed  ;  and 
gained  for  their  prize  full  liberty  to  boa  ft  of  their  miflrefTes 
beauty.  It  is  remarkable,  that  two  fuch  famous  generals 
as  Sir  Robert  Knolles  and  Sir  Hugh  Calverly  drew  their 
fwords  in  this  ridiculous  conreft.  See  Pere  Daniel,  vol.  ii. 
p.  536,  537,  &c.  The  women  not  only  inftigated  the 
champions  to  thofe  rough  if  not  bloody  frays  of  tourna- 
ment ;  but  alfo  frequented  the  tournaments  during  all  the 
reign  of  Edward,  whofe  fpirit  of  gallantry  encouraged  thi^ 
practice.     See  Knyghton,  p.  2597. 


NOTE  [K],  p.  469. 

THIS  is  a  prodigious  fum,  and  probably  near  the  half 
of  what  the  king  received  from  the  parliament  during 
the  whole  courfe  of  his  reign.  It  mud  be  remarked,  that  a 
tenth  and  fifteenth  (which  was  always  thought  a  high  grant) 
were,  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign,  fixed  at  about  29,000 
pounds :  There  were  faid  to  be  near  30,000  facks  of  wool 
exported  every  year  :  A  fack  of  wool  was,  at  a  medium,  fold 
for  Eve  pounds.     Upon  thefe  fuppofitions  it  would  be  eafy 

to 
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to  compute  all  the  parliamentary  grants,  taking  the  lifts  as 
they  ftand  inTyrrel,  vol.  iii.  p.  780  :  Though  fomewhat 
muft  ftill  be  left  to  conjefture.  The  king  levied  more  mo- 
ney on  his  fubjedts  than  any  of  his  predeceifors ;  and  the  par- 
liament frequently  complain  of  the  poverty  of  the  people, 
and  the  oppreflions  under  which  thev  laboured.  But  it  is 
to  be  remarked,  that  a  third  of  the  French  king's  ranfom 
was  yet  unpaid  when  war  broke  out  anew  between  the  two 
crowns :  His  fon  chofe  rather  to  employ  his  money  in  com- 
bating the  Engliih,  than  in  enriching  them.  See  Rymer, 
vol.  viii.  p.  315. 
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